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THE 


SOLDIERS  FAMILY; 

OR, 

GUARDIAN  GENII. 


CHAP.  I. 


",The  duties  of  life  require  a  consideration  for  the  world,  and  a 
strong  attachment  to  relative  **es,  moderated  by  religion;  which 
imposes  not  any  necessity  of  extirpating,  but  of  cherishing  and  re- 
gulating natural  propensities  and  affections,  since  they  were  im. 
planted  in  the  human  breast  by  the  Divine -Essence  Tor  tk< 
teeneficial  purposes." 


A: 


MONGST  letters  addressed  to  O'Brien  at 
Paris,  and  forwarded  thence  to  Brussels  accord- 
ing to  his  desire,,  were  some  accounts  relative  to 
the  fortune  bequeathed  to  bini  by  Lord  Clan* 
mourne.  By  these  papers,  Charles  learned  that 
his  presence  would  be  required  in  England  and 
Ireland,  to  regulate  some  law  business  concerning 
the  funded  property  and  estate,  devised  to^him  by 
the  will  of  his  late  friend. 

VOL.    III.  B 


2  THE 

The  enamoured  youth,  whom  constant  change 
of  novel  scenes  during  a  journey  of  several  weeks, 
had  not  cured  of  his  passion,  was  frequently 
tempted  by  its  powerful  suggestions  to  return  to 
the  bosom  of  his  family,  for  the  support  of  that 
consolation  of  which  he  found  his  heart  so  much 
in  need.  Accompanied  by  trusty  M'Shane,  who 
frequently  interrupted  his  reveries  with  some  Hi- 
bernian witticism,  which  was  become  insipid  to 
his  master,  he  traversed  long  leagues,  while  his 
thoughts  remained  stationary  at  the  metropolis  he 
had  left.  The  objects  Charles  looked  at  were 
often  unobserved,  or  if  remarked,  attracted  his 
notice  because  some  reference  to  Seraphina  gave 
them  interest  in  his  eyes.  Being  a  lover  of  the 
fine  arts,  he  let  no  opportunity  escape  of  visiting 
the  towns  and  edifices  where  the  best  specimens 
of  human  genius  were  exhibited;  among  which, 
few  things  afforded  him  so  much  pleasure  as  the 
examination  of  numerous  churches  in  Flanders, 
where  the  works  of  many  celebrated  painters  give 
their  fame  to  posterity.  But  here,  as  he  daily 
traced  with  the  judgment  of  a  connoisseur  the 
efforts  of  the  pencil,  he  thought,  perhaps  with 
a  lover's  partiality,  that  the  ideal  beauty  delineated 
by  the  masterly  hands  of  many  of  the  most  admired 
artists  of  the  several  schools  of  painting,  fell  far 
short  of  the  real  loveliness  he  adored  in  Seraphina- 
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and,  probably,  that  famed  statue  "  that  enchants 
the  world,"  would  have  seemed  inferior,  in  his  opi- 
nion, on  a  comparison  of  its  symmetry  with  the 
animated  form  and  living  graces  of  the  maid  of  his 
idolatry,  whose  every  look  was  varying  beauty, 
whose  every  movement  was  an  expression  of  sen- 
timent directed  to  the  heart,  without  the  aid  of 
language,  and  surpassing  its  finest  eloquence. 

Impressed  with  Seraphina's  image,  O'Brien 
loved  to  tread  the  temples  consecrated  to  the  Di- 
vinity, considering  every  christian  altar  sacred  to 
a  chistian  soul: — his,  full  of  philanthropy  and  piety, 
felt  itself  bound  by  fraternal  ties  to  every  being 
who  worshipped  the  Supreme  Father  of  mankind  . 
and  though  he  did  not  prostrate  his  body  at  the 
elevation  of  the  host,  neither  bent  his  knee  before 
the  shrines  of  saints,  nor  kissed  the  relics  hallowed 
by  mistaken  zeal,  his  was  too  warm  not  to  expe- 
rience religious  emotions  in  beholding  the  devo- 
tion of  those  who  followed  the  faith  of  Christ, 
though  in  a  different  way  from  that  which  ap- 
peared the  purest  manner  to  the  national  church 
of  England.  O'Brien,  firm  to  those  doctrines  in 
which  he  had  been  bred,  conducted  himself  with 
reverential  respect  in  the  Roman  catholic  cere- 
monies ;  and  when  he  daily  visited  the  places  of 
popish  worship,  his  fervent  spirit  soared  in  pure 
e2 
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devotion,  in  the  solemn  peals  of  sacred  music, 
borne  on  the  organ's  swelling  notes,  or  on  the 
holy  chaunt  of  choral  voices,  to  the  heavenly  throne, 
where  no  praise  or  supplication  is  rejected  by 
that  mercy,  ever  inclined  to  receive  the  adoration 
and  prayers  of  the  devout  soul. 

His  remembrance  of  Seraphina,  ever  chaste  as 
herself,  invested  her  in  angelic  purity  when  her 
idea  filled  his  imagination  in  the  sanctified  inelo- 
sure,  hallowed  by  religion;  where  the  arts  of 
architecture,  sculpture,  painting,  and  music's 
strains,  united  to  those  of  holy  verse  in  sacred  an- 
thems, elevated  the  mind  from  the  charms  of  this 
world,  to  the  sublime  contemplation  of  beatified 
spirits  in  an  eternity  of  glory. 

"  There,"  thought  O'Brien  in  rapturous  exul- 
tation, "  there,  I  may  be  united  in  kindred  and 
indissoluble  bonds  to  Seraphina,  and  may  indulge 
myself  in  loving  her  without  any  shadow  of  that 
passion,  which,  however  refined  by  sentiment, 
must  in  mortal  sensations  be  contaminated  by  the 
imperfections  of  human  nature." 

He  had  already  proceeded  as  far  as  Brussels  on 
his  progress  towards  Holland,  when  the  summons 
to  his  native  kingdom  recalled  him  to  Paris,  in 
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order  to  concert  matters  with  his   family  relative 
to  their  return  home. 

A  letter  from  his  sister  announced  the  arrival  of 
Seraphina's  parents,  and  her  residence  with  them* 
This  intelligence  lessened  his  apprehension  of  re- 
turning to  his  family,  conjecturing  that  occasion- 
ally seeing  Seraphiua  as  a  visitor,  would  not  ex- 
pose his  heart  to  that  constant  and  arduous  con- 
flict which  was  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a 
continual  intimate  association  as  residents  In  the 
same  house,  where  he  must  be  every  moment 
pl.^C£d  1»  the  utmost  danger  of  feeling  innume- 
rable emotions,  almost  impossible  to  be  concealed. 
The  idea  of  revisiting  Paris,  and  the  unavoidable 
duty  of  paying  his  compliments  to  Lord  Herbert, 
his  lady,  and  their  adorable  daughter,  excited  a 
thousand  tumultuous  and  mixed  sensations  in 
O'Brien's  soul:  if  for  an  instant  the  lover's  pas- 
sion experienced  a  gratification  in  the  absolute 
obligation  that  urged  him  into  the  presence  of  Se- 
raphina,  his  honour  condemned  and  suppressed  the 
feeling  as  inimical  to  virtue ;  for  his  was  too  rigid 
to  yield  in  any  point  that  might  be  contested,  and 
his  heart  was  too  pure  to  suffer  his  reason  to  be 
misled  so  greatly  as  to  rejoice  at  the  necessity  of 
putting  himself  into  a  situation  of  temptation,  which 
might  prove  seductive;  and  which,  therefore,  he 
B  S 
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would  have  felt  it  requisite  to  fly,  had  not  many 
points  of  sentiment  and  virtue  compelled  him  to 
brave  a  trial  in  encountering  a  conflict,  rather 
than  appear  deficient  in  grateful  affection  to  his 
kind  friend  Lord  Herbert,  in  shunning  an  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  his  lordship  congratulatory  com- 
pliments on  an  emancipation  from  an  unhappi- 
ness. 

As  he  approached  Paris,  his  agitation  increased. 
The  joy  he  anticipated  in  embracing  his  family, 
was  almost  destroyed  by  the  dread  of  experiencing 
a  heightened  passion,  which  his  delicay  and  friend- 
ship for  Wiimot  would  consider  as  a  heinous 
crime ;  for  honour  had  enforced  on  his  mind,  the 
superiority  of  that  amiable  youth's  claims  to  Se- 
raphina. 

On  arriving  at  Sir  Phelim's  abode,  O'Brien's 
heart  palpitated  with  strong  emotions.  Erina, 
who  had  flown  on  the  wings  of  joy  to  welcome 
her  beloved  brother,  met  him  on  the  stairs,  and 
her  affectionate  salutation  inspired  such  true  de- 
light, that  he  mounted  with  elastic  steps  and  ex- 
hilarated spirits  to  meet  the  maternal  embrace. 
Mrs.  O'Brien  and  Sir  Phelim  had  stationed  them- 
selves with  parental  impatience  on  the  landing- 
place   to  receive  their  dear     Charles,  who    per- 
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ceiving  Lady  Kinross  moving  forward  through  the 
antichamber     to   greet    him,    bounded    forward 
with  gallantry    to   bow   upon    her   offered    hand. 
On   raising  his  eyes,  he    was  struck   immovable 
by  the  elegant  form  of  Seraphina.     She  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  door  of  the  saloon  to  welcome  his 
return ;  and  she  inclined  her  fine  figure  in  a  grace- 
fully dignified  salute  on   seeing  his  eyes  directed 
towards  her.   Fixed,  like  himself,  in  an  attitude  of 
admiration,  excited  beyond  expectation,  she  stood 
a  moment   in   contemplation   of  the  youth's  at- 
tractions. His  beautifully  waving  locks,  dishevelled 
by  a  long  journey,  shaded  his  polished  forehead, 
while  the  deep  glow   that  crimsoned  his  cheeks, 
from  emotion  and   surprise,  added  fairness  to  his 
temples,  and   heightened  the  lustre   of  his  eyes, 
beaming  with  radiance,  which  was  softened  by  a 
smile  of  ineffable  sweetness.     That  smile  was  re- 
turned by  one   of  Seraphina's,  inexpressibly  ten- 
der ;  her  glances  too  beamed  sentiment,  while  a 
blush  of  pleasure,  increasing  the  brilliancy  of  her 
charms,  made  her  divinely  beautiful. 

O'Brien  felt  the  full  force  of  her  power  over 
his  soul ;  and,  as  he  advanced  to  pay  her  court- 
eous homage,  he  endeavoured  to  strengthen  his 
heart  by  the  remembrance  of  Wilmot's  claim  to 
that  fair  hand,  which,  although  waved  in  an  af- 
B  4 
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fectionately  gracious  salutation,  he  ventured   not 
to  touch. 


Profoundly  bowing,  the  timid  trembling  youth 
Was  retreating  from  the  shrine  of  forbidden  love, 
when  he  saw  Lord  Herbert  coming  towards  him 
with  an  air  of  so  much  friendship,  that  he  felt 
himself  impelled  forward  by  so  strong  a  senti- 
ment of  regard,  as  to  address  his  lordship  al- 
most with  filial  affection. 

T.emg  ~iiC7v  presented  to  Lady  Herbert,  who 
received  him  with  the  most  gracious  politeness, 
O'Brien  found  himself  so  surrounded  by  all  the 
charms  of  elegant  society,  and  so  powerfully  drawn 
forth  to  feel  and  express  the  flow  of  sentiment  in 
its  most  delightful  intercommunication,  that 
pleased  and  pleasing,  the  hours  fled  unheeded  by 
any  of  the  party  ;  until  the  advance  of  time  warned 
them  to  part  for  the  night,  after  a  most  agreeable 
supper,  to  which  the  baronet  had  invited  his  no- 
ble friends  to  welcome  his  grandson's  return  by 

little  fete. 

As  Madame  de  Briancon  was  included  amongst 
the  guests,  she  solicited  the  honour  of  Lord  Her- 
bert's and  Sir  Phelim's  families  to  assemble  at 
her  hotel  on  the  day  after  the  morrow  to  a  dinner, 
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to  celebrate  the  arrival  of  her  son,  whom  she 
flattered  herself  she  should  have  the  felicity  of 
presenting  to  her  charming  English  friends  on  that 
day,  as  he  had  fixed  it  for  his  return  to  Paris. 

The  pleasures  of  the  evening,  which  the  fair 
Rosaline  had  enjoyed  in  a  beloved  society  of 
friends,  amongst  whom  she  at  times  almost  for- 
got she  was  no  longer  an  inhabitant  of  her  native 
land,  had  inspired  her  with  a  temporary  gaiety, 
which  enabled  her  to  be  in  her  manner  and  ap- 
pearance like  herself  in  former  times,  when  with 
the  gentle  liveliness  of  youthful  spirits,  she  charmed 
others  to  the  gaiety  she  felt.  The  blush  of  rose& 
tinted  the  cheeks  of  Lady  Kinross  for  the  evening, 
and  the  joy  of  seeing  her  friend  Erina  in  ecstasies 
at  Charles's  return,  united  to  the  testimonies  of  his 
flattering  regard  for  the  beloved  companion  of 
his  sister,  called  smiles  on  the  charming  lips  of  Ro- 
saline ;  and  it  was  not  until  she  heard  the  name  of 
her  cousin  pronounced  by  the  viscountess,  when 
she  took  leave  of  the  company,  that  a  sigh  heaved 
the  bosom  of  the  fair  maid. 

In  the  morning  she  no  longer,  as  usual,  enlivened 

the    breakfast-table  with   that  sweet  cheerfulness 

which  had  so  often  charmed  the  cinie  of  admiring. 

friends,  Rosaline,  now  pale  and  evidently  dejected, 

no 
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appeared  like  a  lily  new  washed  by  a  shower, 
and  drooping,  overcharged  with  rain,  doomed  to 
fade  in  the  shade,  where  no  ray  of  sunshine  could 
penetrate  the  cold  gloom,  to  renovate  the  wither- 
ing beauties  of  the  delicate  flower.  This  idea 
struck  O'Brien  as  his  feeling  heart  marked  the 
sadness  depictured  in  her  soft  countenance,  where 
he  perceived  the  traces  of  recent  tears.  His  ani- 
mated friendship  for  the  amiable  girl  made  him 
experience  a  pang  as  he  viewed  her  altered  ap- 
pearance, and  watched  the  sorrow,  which,  when 
unconstrained,  she  strove  not  much  to  hide. 

In  the  observation  of  Rosaline's  unhappiness,, 
O'Brien  almost  ceased  to  feel  how  little  his  own 
heart  was  at  ease ;  and  impatient  to  learn  the  cause 
of  uneasines  which  he  would  have  wished  most  ar- 
dently to  have  had  the  power  of  alleviating,  he  no- 
ticed it  to  Erina  in  private,  demanding  the  reason  of 
that  melancholy  expression  in  the  looks  and  man- 
ner of  Lady  Kinross,  which  had  that  morning 
given  him  extreme  pain.  The  intelligence  com- 
municated on  this  subject  by  his  sister,  consider- 
ably increased  his  concern,  as  it  informed  him 
the  sufferings  of  Rosaline  were  not  either  of  a 
temporary  kind,  or  such  as  could  be  relieved;  for 
he  perceived  too  plainly,  that  they  must  increase, 
rather  than  be  diminished,  by  that  which  prove? 
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a  balm  to  most  affliction ;  and  he  was  also  aware 
that  no  friend,  however  warmly  attached  to  her, 
or  anxious  for  her  fate,  had  a  right  to  interfere  in 
a  business  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  as  her  future  con- 
nection with  relations  who  claimed  the  power  of 
disposing  of  her  hand,  and  to  whom  she  was  too 
rich  a  prize  to  admit  of  their  relinquishing  a  union 
with  her,  however  disagreeable  the  intended  mar- 
riage might  be  to  her  feelings. 

An  engagement  for  the  party  to  assemble  at 
Lord  Herbert's,  called  them  together;  and 
O'Brien  forgot  his  own  sufferings  in  sympathizing 
with  those  of  his  fair  friend,  whom  he  exerted  all 
his  powers  to  enliven. 

Earnest  in  the  desire  of  consoling  her,  he  per- 
ceived, with  pleasure  and  admiration,  that  Sera- 
phina  was  also  absorbed  by  the  wish  of  abstracting 
Lady  Kinross  from  every  painful  recollection  and 
distressing  anticipation,  by  affording  her  the  best 
amusement  for  the  present  hours ;  and  he  observed, 
with  delighted  astonishment,  the  infinitely  varied 
talents  possessed  by  the  idol  of  his  soul  to  fix  it 
in  enchantment. 

A  desire  of  pleasing,  from  the  pure  benevo- 
lence  of  her  heart,  unmixed  with  any   intention 

bG. 
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of  shining,  called  forth  every  grace  of  manner, 
and  urged  to  the  display  of  accomplishments 
equally  surprising  and  charming.  Anxious  to 
please,  yet  unassuming ;  ready  to  gratify,  but  un- 
obtrusive; bewitching,  while  unconscious  of  her 
perfections,  Seraphina  appeared  more  than  hu- 
man to  the  ardent  fancy  of  her  enthusiastic  adorer; 
who,  in  the  acme  of  a  passion,  pure  as  it  was  vio- 
lent, felt  all  considerations  of  self-gratification 
subdued  by  a  virtuous  wish,  that  Wilmot,  the  be- 
loved friend  of  his  soul,  might  meet  the  reward 
to  which  he  was  entitled,  in  the  obtainment  of 
Seraphina's  hand,  and  the  possession  of  her  heart ; 
which,  to  O'Brien's  warm  imagination,  seemed 
the  highest  felicity  the  whole  world  could  bestow 
on  any  mortal, 

Whilst  his  mind  was  thus  purified  by  the  sub- 
limity of  friendship,  and  the  utmost  refinement 
of  love,  its  object,  in  the  exercise  of  the  first 
sentiment,  and  unconscious  of  exciting  or  cherish- 
ing the  latter,  appeared  like  some  celestial  being, 
happy  in  its  own  divine  essence,  and  still  hap- 
pier in  the  participation  of  its  enjoyments  with 
congenial  spirits. 

The  hours  flew  on  the  wings  of  pleasure.  A» 
O'Brien's  soul  hung  enraptured  on  the  dulcet  har- 
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mony  of  Seraphina's  voice,  accompanied  by  her 
mandoline,  he  regretted  the  rapid  lapse  of  time ; 
and  Rosaline  sighed  at  the  idea  that  the  flight  of 
moments  would  bring  the  morrow  in  their  course, 
that  day  on  which  her  destiny  depended!  At 
dinner  and  at  supper  the  Viscount  de  Brian^on's 
health  went  round  in  compliment  to  the  viscount- 
ess, whilst  the  intended  bride  united  in  the  court- 
esy, and  with  trembling  hands  put  the  glass  un- 
tasted  to  her  lips.  Wilmot  was  also  toasted  at 
the  request  of  Lady  Herbert,  who,  with  all  the 
warmth  of  maternal  feeling,  praised  his  person, 
and  extolled  his  character,  while  pleasure  sparkled 
in  the  eyes  of  O'Brien  at  the  exultation  of  exalted 
friendship ;  and  as  he  drank  to  the  health  of  his 
companion  in  arms,  he  aspirated  the  sincerest 
wishes  for  his  success  and  felicity !  The  smiling 
Erina  united  with  her  brother  in  the  most  earnest 
desires  for  the  happiness  of  his  friend,  regarding 
him  as  her  own,  although  personally  unknown.  A 
crimson  blush  suffused  the  lovely  face  and  bosom 
of  Seraphina  at  the  mention  of  a  youth  who  had 
been  proposed  to  her  affection,  and  to  whose  me- 
rits and  geneiosity  her  gratitude  felt  a  debt  too 
great,  she  thought,  to  be  repaid  by  her  heart, 
unless  it  were  devoted  more  to  him  than  she  be- 
lieved it  could  ever  be.  As  the  name  of  Wilmot 
passed  round  the  table,  Rosaline,  awakened  to 
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the  sense  of  her  own    situation  by  an  observance 
ofSeraphina,  who,  destined  by  the  wishes  of  her 
friends  to  one  youth,  whilst  her  heart,  unknown  to 
herself,  was  certainly  in  the  possession  of  another, 
knew  how  to  commiserate  her  fate ;  and  as  she 
lifted  the  wine  to  her  lips,  she  gave  a  sigh  to  the 
struggling  passion  of  O'Brien,  and  to  the  latent 
tenderness    of   its    object,  which,  like  concealed 
fire  ready  to  blaze  forth,  had  been  kindled  in  the 
bosom  of  susceptibility,  and,  gathering  strength 
from  increasing  sensibility,  would  soon  become  an 
inextinguishable  flame.  While  Rosaline's  sympathy 
gave  a  sigh  to  the  apparently  ill-fated  love  of  the 
sentimental  pair,  doomed  to  adore  each  other,  and 
yet  too  generous  not  to  sacrifice   their  individual 
felicity  to  Wilmot's  happiness,  she  dropped  a  tear 
to  his  idea  into    the   glass  of  sparkling   liquor, 
which  her  secret  feelings,  equally  with  the  courtesy 
of  compliment,  consecrated  to  the  health  and  hap- 
piness of  that  youth,  whose  virtues  and  perfec- 
tions had  usurped  the  highest  place  in  her  fancy. 
"  May  Wilmot  be  blessed  in  the  full  fruition  of 
every   desire  his  heart  may  form !"  sighed   Rosa- 
line   secretly,  while   her   imagination  languished 
in  sadness  at  the   idea  of  her  own   approaching 
trial ;  and  she  entered  the  solitude  of  her  chamber 
disquieted  at  the  anticipation  of  the  morrow* 
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She  never  retired  to  the  repose  of  night  without 
offering  up  her  thanks  to  the  celestial  throne  for 
the  enjoyments  of  the  day,  and  devout  solicita- 
tions for  the  protection  by  which  she  existed ;  and 
on  this  night  her  prayers  were  inspired,  by  the 
dejection  of  her  mind,  with  those  exalted  feelings 
of  piety  the  soul  finds  requisite  for  its  support 
under  affliction. 

Rosaline  supplicated  Divine  Mercy  for  bless- 
ings, without  daring  to  prescribe,  even  by  wishes, 
for  the  kind  or  measure  of  those  blessings  she  was 
persuaded  consummate  Wisdom  knew  how  to  dis- 
pense for  her  ultimate  good :  and  with  a  soul 
tranquillized  by  devotion,  and  a  heart  lightened 
by  dependance  on  the  great  Disposer  of  events, 
the  amiable  girl  reclined  her  head  upon  the  pillow 
of  peace,  to  dream  in  agitated  slumbers  of  con- 
fused images,  amongst  which  Wilmot's  idea  was 
mingled  with  that  of  her  cousin  and  future  hus- 
band. 

Disordered  rather  than  refreshed  by  the  un- 
quietnesss  of  sleep,  she  rose  on  the  morrow  lan- 
guid from  her  perturbed  thoughts  and  fevered 
frame ;  and  distressed  O'Brien  and  his  sister  by 
the  expression  of  sadness  which  lurked  under  an 
assumed  smile  and  hectic  blush,  like  a  worm  con- 
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cealed  in  the  rosebud  whilst  it  is  preying  on  its 
bloom,  and  secretly  and  surely  preventing  its 
opening  to  the  sun-beam,  that  would  expand  it  to 
full  beauty  and  maturity. 

In  consequence  of  the  letters  O'Brien  had  re- 
ceived, Sir  Phelim  fixed  his  immediate  departure 
from  Paris,  in  order  to  attend  his  grandson  in  the 
arrangement  of  his  affairs  in  London  and  at  Glen- 
rock;  where  his  legal  knowledge  might  be  of  ser- 
vice to  a  young  man,  who,  notwithstanding  his 
general  science,  was  more  a  scholar  and  a  sol- 
dier, than  he  was  versed  in  the  minutiae  of  law 
business. 

Having  named  an  early  day  for  bidding  adieu 
to  the  metropolis  of  France,  the  baronet's  family 
were  employed  in  preparations  for  their  depar- 
ture, to  travel  in  company  with  Lord  Herbert, 
his  lady  and  daughter ;  while  the  sorrowing  Rosa- 
line looked  forward  with  increasing  affliction  to  the 
loss  of  ali  those  beloved  companions,  whose  pre- 
sence alone  had  rendered  Paris  tolerable  to  her ; 
and  she  anticipated  with  dread  the  melancholy 
day,  when,  deprived  of  the  charming  company  of 
her  two  bosom  friends,  she  should  be  left,  as  it 
were,  in  solitude  to  mourn  an  eternal  separation 
from  them. 
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The  weight  which  had  of  late  depressed  her 
spirits,  sunk  them  now  to  the  lowest  ebb  ;  and  she 
felt  seriously  indisposed,  when  she  retired  to  dress 
for  the  dinner  at  Madame  de  Briangon's. 

Faucjion,  the  femme  de  chambre  recommended 
by  the  viscountess  to  attend  her  niece,  had  long 
been  busily  occupied  in  arranging  ornaments  she 
judged  suitable  to  the  rank  and  beauty  of  her  lady, 
on  the  [important  day  of  her  introduction  to  the 
viscount  j  and  during  the  cares  of  her  mistress's 
toilette,  the  loquacious  Fauqhoiv  more  voluble 
than  usual,  talked  of  nothing  but  her  lady's  lover 
and  approaching  marriage  with  all  the  familiarity 
of  a  French  abigail;  who  generally  assumes  the 
licence  of  conversing  with  the  ease  of  a  friend  on 
the  most  private  concerns  of  the  family  in  which 
she  is  a  resident. 

Lady  Kinross  had  that  sweet  condescension,  of 
manner  to  her  inferiors,  which  encouraged  the 
lowest  rank  to  feel  honoured  by  her  favour,  with- 
out venturing  to  presume  too  much  upon  it.  She 
had  always  treated  her  attendants  with  extreme 
complaisance,  avoiding  at  the  same  time  the  least 
freedom,  and  no  waiting-woman,  except  a  French 
squbrette,  would  have  found  a  possibility  of  talk- 
ing to  Rosaline  on  any  confidential  subject  or  fa- 
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mily  affair,  unless  it  related  to  something  of  do- 
mestic concerns  she  had  entrusted  to  her  superin- 
tendence and  management.  If  any  thing  could 
have  ruffled  the  placid  temper  of  Lady  Kinross, 
she  would  have  felt  displeased  at  the  familiarity  of 
her femmt  de  chambre  in  conversing  with  her  on 
a  theme  always  disagreeable  to  her,  and  never 
more  so  than  at  this  moment,  when  every  thing 
that  reminded  her  of  her  situation  agonized  her 
heart. 

Complaining  of  a  -violent  headach,  which,  in 
fact,  almost  distracted  her,  she  hurried  over  the 
labours  of  dress,  without  bestowing  a  thought  on 
her  appearance,  and  dismissed  Faughon,  not 
to  think  of  the  viscount,  but  to  forget  him. 

To  reflect  on  any  subject,  was  to  be  reminded 
of  Wilmot,  and  tu! ,  theme  of  contemplation  her 
delicacy  now  forbade. 

In  a  state  of  mind  painful  beyond  description, 
-  Rosaline,  pale,  tremblings  and  dejected,  reached 
the  hotel  of  Madame  de  Briancon;  who,  by  con- 
ducting her  niece  to  the  suite  of  apartments  des- 
tined for  her  future  residence,  and  which  had 
been  just  fitted  up  for  her  immediate  reception, 
increased  the  agitation  of  the  delicate  girl  to  such 
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a  degree,  that  a  shower  of  tears  alone  prevented 
her  from  fainting. 

Erina  endeavoured  to  assuage  the  grief  of  her 
friend,  in  which  she  participated  with  a  sympa- 
thy equal  to  her  affection. 

The  necessity  of  exertion  inspired  Rosaline 
with  fortitude  sufficient  to  meet  an  inevitable  trial, 
and  she  soon  assumed  sufficient  composure  of  mind 
and  appearance  to  enter  the  saloon,  where  her 
aunt  waited  tire  arrival  of  her  guests;  expressing 
some  snrpfisG  her  son  delayed  his  coming,  as  he 
had  appointed  to  be  with  her  that  morning  at  an 
early  hour. 

The  company  invited  to  welcome  his  return  to 
Paris,  consisted  of  the  count  and  Chevalier  St. 
Arnaud,  and  the  family  of  his  affianced  bride, 
beside  that  of  Lord  Herbert  and  the  baronet.  The 
viscount,  however,  for  whom  the  party  had  been 
assembled,  was  expected  in  vain,  to  the  extreme 
uneasiness  of  his  mother,  and  the  astonishment  of 
the  rest  of  the  society.  The  amiable  Rosaline 
herself  had  too  much  sensibility  to  see  without 
the  liveliest  concern  her  aunt's  alarm ;  and  would 
willingly  have  endured  the  severest  trial  her  cou- 
sin's presence  could  have  occasioned  her  suffering 
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on  a  first  interview,  which  she  was  sensible  must 
be  aukward  in  the  highest  degree,  rather  than  pur- 
chase a  respite  from  her  own  pain,  at  the  expence 
of  disquietude  to  Madame  de  Brianeon ;  whose 
maternal  solicitude,  frequently  expressed,  ex- 
cited too  much  sympathy  in  the  circle  of  her 
guests,  to  permit  the  party,  assembled  to  congra- 
tulate her  on  the  arrival  of  the  viscount,  enjoying 
fully  the  convivial  pleasures  of  an  entertainment 
intended  to  be  uncommonly  gay :  and  although  Ro- 
saline had  anticipated  extreme  uneasiness  from 
apprehension  of  feeling  herself  incapable  of  parti- 
Cipaiiug  in  the  festivity,  or  assisting  tllC  Ic^tju 
enlivening  the  scene,  her  heart  was  too  good  to 
forbear  lamenting  most  sincerely  the  cause  of  that 
expression  of  seriousness,  entirely  congenial  with 
the  situation  of  her  own  mind ;  and  which  prevented 
her  friends  observing  the  pensive  sadness  that 
would  have  attracted  their  remarks  amidst  sur- 
rounding cheerfulness;  but  which,  nevertheless, 
she  was  convinced,  she  should  in  vain  have  en- 
deavoured to  throw  aside,  assured  that  the  atten- 
tiens^  or  neglect  of  the  viscount  would  have  oc- 
casioned her  equal  uneasiness. 

Madame  de  Briangon  appeared  so  greatly 
alarmed  at  his  unaccountable  absence,  at  a  time 
when  she  was  assured  nothing  but    the]  most. 
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serious  reasons  could  have  prevented  the  execu- 
tion of  his  intention  to  visit  Paris  on  a  most  im- 
portant business  to  a  young  man  of  his  gallantry, 
that  the  gentle  Rosaline,  pitying  her  aunt's  dis- 
tress, could  not  avoid  paying  her  the  compliment 
-which  she  considered  her  duty,  and  offered  to  re- 
main with  the  viscountess  in  order  to  alleviate  her 
affliction,  although  the  separation,  even  of  an 
hour,  from  the  bosom  friend  whom  she  was  so 
soon  to  part  from,  as  she  feared,  for  ever,  was  a 
matter  of  excessive  son'ow.  But  Rosaline  had, 
learned  the  lesson  of  sacrificing  her  own  feelings 
to  that  of  others ;  and  when  her  aunt  thanked  her 
for  the  consolation  her  society  would  afford  her  ia 
the  anxiety  of  a  situation  full  of  the  most  painful 
suspense,  the  amiable  girl  regretted  not  the  tears 
she  shed  on  the  bosom  of  Erina  when  she  bid  her 
adieu,  although  she  wept  at  the  melancholy  re- 
flection, that  in  a  few  days  they  must  be  torn  from 
each  other,  most  probably  never  to  meet  again ! 

Impressed  with  the  same  idea,  Erina  mingled 
her  sorrows  with  those  of  her  friend,  and  took 
leave  of  her  with  a  promise  to  call  early  on  the 
following  morning. 

Accompanied  by  her  mother,  Sir  Phelim,  and 
O'Brien,  she  visited  Madame  de  Briangon,  who 
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had  just  received  intelligence,  by  an  express,  that 
the  viscount  was  so  ill  of  a  dangerous  fever  as  to 
be  given  over  by  his  physicians,  and  that  he  re- 
quested to  see  his  mother  as  soon  as  possible. — 
This  summons  to  the  sick  bed  of  an  only  son  made 
the  viscountess  hurry  preparations  for  an  imme- 
diate and  expeditious  journey,  to  bless  the  child 
whom  she  almost  dreaded  she  should  not  mid 
in  existence. 

Judging  it  best,  for  many  reasons,  that  Lady 
Kinross  should  not  bear  her  company  on  the  me- 
lancholy visit,  Madame  de  Briancon  requested  her 
niece  to  retire  to  her  former  situation  in  the  con- 
vent. To  this,  however,  the  baronet's  family  ven- 
tured to  raise  an  objection,  by  soliciting  the  honour 
of  her  company  till  the  last  moment  of  their  stay 
in  Paris. 

The  mention  of  their  departure  threw  the  de- 
fected girl  into  so  much  affliction,  as  to  affect  her 
friends  deeply,  and  alarm  her  aunt,  already  much 
distressed  at  the  late  observation  of  her  declining 
spirits.  Although  the  precise  cause  of  her  melan- 
choly remained  a  secret  to  Madame  de  Briancon, 
she  divined  that  the  loss  of  Erina  would  grieve 
Rosaline  excessively ;  and,  fearing  her  health  might 
suffer,  if  left  alone  to  mourn  the  absence  of  all  her 
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friends,  she  endeavoured  to  persuade  Mrs.  O'Brien 
to  permit  her  daughter's  stay  at  the  convent  for  a 
short  time  ;  assuring  Sir  Phelim's  family  she  should 
consider  it  an  obligation  that  could  never  be  re- 
paid, and  that  her  dear  little  charmante  demoiselle 
should  find  a  maternal  affection  in  her  care,  until 
circumstances  admitted  her  return  to  a  mother's 
protection. — "  I  have  often  wished,"  added  the 
viscountess,  "  to  see  Ireland  since  my  acquaint- 
ance with  friends  whose  agreeable  society  has  made 
me  desirous  of  continuing  that  intimacy,  which 
affords    me   infinite    pleasure.      If  you    will   do 
me  the  favour  to  permit  Erina's   remaining  my 
guest,  to  console  my  niece  and  me  in  our  affliction, 
I  shall  esteem  myself  for  ever   indebted  to   your 
friendship ;  arid  should  it  please  Heaven  to  grant 
my  prayers  for  the  restoration  of  my  son,  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  render  the  visit  of  my  amiable 
charge  very  delightful  by  the  festivities  his  recovery 
will  occasion.     My  dear  niece,  for  whose  happi- 
ness I  am  maternally  solicitous,  will  delight  in  the 
company  of  her  friend   in   whatever  may   occur, 
and  we  shall  be  too  grateful  for  the  favour  of  her 
society  to  let  any  event  be  an  obstacle  to  our  con* 
ducting  her  to  her  paternal  home." 

Whilst  the  viscountess  thus  solicited  the  stay  of 
Erina  to  console  the  sorrowing  Rosaline,  the  coun- 
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tenance  of  that  charming  girl  became  enlightened 
with  a  ray  of  hope ;  and  fixing  her  soft  blue  eyes 
alternately  on  Sir  Phelim,  Mrs,  O'Brien,  Charles., 
and  his  sister,  she  seemed  to  entreat  them  not  to 
refuse  a  request  on  which  her  happiness  depend*- 
ed;  and  her  looks  in  tacit  expression  assured  them, 
that  more  than  her  happiness  depended  on  the 
presence  of  Erina,  who  wiping  away  her  own 
tears,  and  those  of  her  friend's,  said,  with  a 
smile  of  angelic  sweetness,  "  The  terms  offered  for 
my  detention  by  Madame  Briancon  appear  to  me 
such  as  it  is  absolutely  impossible  friendship  can 
reject. — The  pleasure  of  contributing  to  her's,  and 
my  beloved  Rosaline's,  would  be  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  make  me  endure  a  little  longer  sepa- 
ration from  my  dear  parents ;  but  the  consideration 
of  procuring  them  the  delight  of  a  society  they 
could  only  enjoy  by  my  remaining  a  hostage  for  the 
fulfilment  of  an  engagement  to  visit  Glenrock, 
puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  demur  an  instant  about 
staying  till  they  can  accompany  me  to  my  paternal 
home.  Oh!  Madame/'  cried  Erina,  kissing 
the  hand  of  the  viscountess,  and  the  cheek  of  Ro- 
saline, with  the  warmest  emotion,  if  how  rejoiced 
shall  I  be  to  console  you  under  your  present  grief — 
to  partake  the  happiness  I  trust  awaits  you — and 
welcoming  you  both  to  my  native  land,  detain  you 
long  our  guests  by  the  endearments  of  friendship. 
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and  the  pleasures  of  my  home,  abounding  in  all 
the  beauties  of  nature;  and  where  hospitality  will 
exert  all  its  offices  to  delight  our  visitors,  in  en- 
deavouring to  repay  the  courtesies  we  have  receiv- 
ed from  their  politeness !" 

Whilst  Erina  spoke,  she  saw  in  the  countenance. 
of  her  parents  and  brother  the  approbation  her 
expressive  looks  solicited  with  filial  deference;  for 
her  indulgent  grandsire,  fond  mother,  and  the  af- 
fectionate Charles  had  feelings  too  much  in  unison 
with  hei  own  angelic  disposition,  to  refrain  sym- 
pathizing in  distress,  however  unconnected  the 
circumstances  of  it  might  be  with  their  own  fate ; 
and  their  souls  were  too  much  alive  to  compassion, 
to  fail  in  a  desire  to  relieve  the  grief  in  which  they 
ever  participated,  whatever  sacrifice  of  self-con- 
sideration might  be  requisite. 

To  return  to  Ireland  without  Erina  gave  pain  to 
the  hearts  of  her  attached  relations,  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  loss  her  absence  would  occasion 
both  on  their  journey  and  at  Glenrock,  but  the 
idea  of  her  lamenting  a  separation  from  them  for 
an  uncertain  time,  which  events  might  greatly 
protract,  became  an  additional  subject  of  uneasiness 
io  leaving  her  in  France.  Feeling  convinced,  how- 
ever, of  her  finding  consolation  in  performing  the 
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the  duties  of  friendship,  they  gathered  tranquillity 
from  the  assurance,  that  she  would  be  perfectly- 
safe  under  the  protection  of  Madame  de  Briancon, 
and,  even  during  her  absence,  at  the  convent ;  and 
in  consequence  of  this  persuasion,  they  consented 
to  let  Erina  remain  the  companion  of  her  beloved 
young  friend ;  requesting  the  viscountess  and  her 
lovely  niece  to  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
making  a  long  visit  to  Glenrock. 

Every  thing  being  speedily  arranged  for  the  de- 
parture of  Madame  de  Briangon,  she  hurried  away 
to  the  south  of  France,  leaving  Rosaline  the  guest 
of  Erina  for  a  few  days  previous  to  their  removal 
to  the  convent,  when  their  friends  were  to  set  off 
for  England. 

The  short  time  Seraphina  had  to  stay  with  her 
beloved  companions  was  spent  in  their  society,  and 
in  regretting  she  was  obliged  so  soon  to  leave 
them. — Her  tears  often  flowed  at  the  idea  of  a 
separation  undetermined  as  to  its  duration ;  for 
although  she  flattered  herself  with  the  hope  of 
embracing  Lady  Kinross  and  Erina  at  some  future 
period,  she  was  aware  their  residence  in  countries 
divided  from  Britain  by  the  seas  that  surrounded 
it,  might  throw  numerous  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  meeting. 
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This  idea  made  the  three  friends  weep  most 
bitterly  on  the  morning  of  Seraphina's  departure. 
She  would  have  bid  them  adieu,  and  said  innu- 
merable tender  things,  had  not  emotion  silenced 
her :  she  looked,  however,  unutterable  affection ; 
and,  encircled  in  the  arms  of  Rosaline  and  Erina, 
would  longer  have  iudulged  in  sorrow,  had  not 
O'Brien,  in  tenderness  to  all  parties,  shortened  the 
heart-rending  farewell  by  seizing  the  hand  of  Miss 
Herbert,  to  lead  her  to  the  carriage  in  waiting.  She 
looked  back  repeatedly,  smiling  a  fond  adieu,  while 
tears  streamed  down  her  cheeks  ;  and  as  her  con- 
ductor fixed  his  eyes  on  her's,  where  all  the  soft- 
ness of  her  soul  beamed  in  mild  radiance,  he 
thought  she  never  appeared  so  divinely  beautiful. 

His  own  heart  was  full  ;  and  returning  to  salute 
Lady  Kinross,  he  pressed  her  hand  with  all  the 
ardour  of  friendship,  and  dropped  a  tear  on  Erina's 
cheek  as  he  kissed  it. 

The  gentle  girl,  who,  in  delicacy  to  Rosaline, 
had  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  sorrow  she  felt  in 
separating  from  a  tenderly-beloved  family,  could 
not  avoid  bursting  into  a  passion  of  grief  on  being 
pressed  to  the  maternal  bosom .  The  carriage  be- 
longing to  Lord  Herbert,  in  passing  Sir  Phelim's, 
which  was  to  take  the  two  friends  to  the  convent 
c  2 
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ere  it  proceeded  on  the  journey,  gave  them  a  last 
view  of  the  weeping  Seraphina  and  her  parents, 
who  each  waved  an  affectionate  adieu  to  Rosaline 
and  Erma.  Bidding  a  fond  farewell  to  the  good 
baronet,  Mrs.  O'Brien  and  Charles,  as  they  drove 
from  the  nunnery,  the  sorrowing  girls  entered  the 
gloomy  edifice  with  agonized  hearts,  which  scarcely 
admitted  of  sufficient  composure  to  permit  their 
paying  the  requisite  compliments  to  the  Lady 
Abbess.  Seeing  their  affliction,  she  endeavoured 
to  console  them,  by  pious  reflections  and  exhor- 
tations to  indifference  about  the  world  and  all  its 
concerns.  They  were  sensible,  indeed,  that  reli- 
gion could  alleviate  every  affliction,  and  that  devo- 
tional exercises  must  cheer  every  situation  ;  and 
although  they  knew  Christianity  forbid  a  great 
anxiety  about  temporal  pleasures,  they  were  con- 
vinced that  the  duties  of  life  require  a  consider- 
ation  for  the  zcorld,  and  a  strong  attachment  to 
relative  ties,  moderated  by  religion,  which  im- 
poses not  any  necessity  of  extirpating,  but  of  che- 
rishing and  regulating  natural  propensities  and 
affections,  since  they  zvere  implanted  in  the  human 
breast  by  the  Divine  Essence  for  the  most  bene- 
ficial purposes. 
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CHAP.  II, 


,k  It  must  be  impossible  for  a  mind  of  integrity  to  deviate  from 
rectitude)  which  teaches,  that  to  mislead  respecting  our  opinion,  or 
even  to  conceal  it  when  desired  to  declare  it,  is  at  best  meanly 
wrong,  and  may  be  highly  criminal :  for  although  there  can  be  no 
necessity  to  reveal  our  sentiments  voluntarily,  yet  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  explain  them  without  reserve,  morality  then  re- 
quires strict  sincerity  as  the  criterion  of  truth,  too  sacredly  enjoin- 
ed Christians  as  a  religious  obligation,  to  be  even  tacitly  infringed 
by  prevarication,  subterfuge,  or  evasion." 


j^\.MONGST  the  religious  sisterhood  who  re-> 
joiced  in  the  return  of  Lady  Kinross  and  her  friend 
to  the  convent,  Agnes  testified  the  highest  delight, 
and  became,  as  formerly,  their  frequent  associate. 
The  nun's  company  was  agreeable  to  them,  although 
the  disappointments  of  life,  and  the  sorrows  which 
still  depressed  her  mind,  threw  a  shade  of  sadness 
over  her  countenance,  and  gave  a  melancholy  turn 
to  her  conversation. — She  was  a  constant  evening 
visitor  in  Rosaline's  saloon,  where  the  absence  of 
c  3 
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Serapbina  was  hourly  lamented  by  her  late  com- 
panions :  in  her  loss  Agnes  seemed  to  feel  an  in- 
crease of  her  griefs;  yet  she  was  disinterested 
enough  to  rejoice  in  the  change  of  circumstances 
that  had  robbed  her  of  a  beloved  friend,  and 
placed  her  in  a  happy  situation,  although  that 
change  had  converted  the  convent  into  a  gloomy 
solitude  to  the  nun ;  who  had  enjoyed  in  Sera- 
phina's  presence  the  charms  of  friendship,  and  a 
prospect  of  living  constantly  the  dear  associate  of 
one  who  possessed  a  congenial  soul  and  a  sympa- 
thetic heart,  and  to  weep  with  whom  was  conso- 
lation to  a  tender  and  afflicted  mind. 

Agnes,  debarred  from  all  immediate  intercourse 
with  the  world,  had  wept  Seraphina's  departure 
from  the  convent,  as  she  would  have  wept  her  in- 
terment within  its  walls ;  and  now  felt  happy  in 
the  means  of  hearing  of  her  through  Rosaline  and 
Erina,  to  whom  she  had  promised  to  write  as  soon 
as  possible  after  her  arrival  in  London. 

The  prospect  of  this  correspondence,  and  the 
receipt  of  other  letters  from  their  friends,  became 
a  source  of  enjoyment,  even  in  anticipation,  to  the 
amiable  girls ;  who  felt  themselves  not  totally  de- 
prived of  pleasure,  since  they  could  afford  it   to 
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each  other,  to  the  dejected  Agues,  and  lived  in 
the  hope  of  receiving  intelligence  of  the  happiness 
of  those  who  were  dear  to  their  hearts.  The  kind 
disposition  of  Lady  Kinross  led  her  to  extreme 
solicitude  about  her  aunt,  and  made  her  ardently 
desire  to  hear  of  the  viscount's  restoration  to  health ; 
and  although  it  would  confirm  the  fate  of  her  union 
with  him,  which  she  dreaded,  she  would  not  per- 
mit her  thoughts  to  dwell  on  the  idea  that  events 
might  liberate  her  from  an  unhappy  engagement ; 
for  she  would  have  been  an  object  of  horror  to 
herself,  had  she  for  an  instant  conceived  a  possi- 
bility of  feeling  reconciled  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage obtained  through  the  misfortune  of  any  indi- 
vidual. 

Accounts  from  Madame  de  Briangon  arrived 
soon  after  her  departure,  announcing  she  had  found 
her  son  alive,  but  too  ill  \o  allow  her  entertaining 
sanguine  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

Nothing  now  occurred  to  mark  the  days  of  Ro- 
saline and  Erina,  except  the  receipt  of  the  follow- 
ing letters. 


c  4 
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FROM    o'jBRIEN    TO    ERINA. 

Dover,  Nov.  1st, 
"  According  to  promise,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  dictates  of  my  affection  for  an  amiable 
sister,  I  seize  the  pen  to  acquaint  her  of  our  safe 
arrival  on  British  ground,  after  a  pleasant  passage ; 
during  which  the  wind  was  fair,  and  the  weather 
uncommonly  fine, 

"  After  this  intelligence  I  have  nothing  new  to 
communicate,  except  that  Miss  Herbert  commis- 
sions me  to  say  a  thousand  kind  things  to  you  and 
Lady  Kinross  ;  and  to  inform  you  she  would  have 
written,  had  I  not  undertaken  the  business  of  letting 
you  know  we  had  landed  in  good  health  and  spi- 
rits in  England  : — in  good  spirits  did  I  say  ?  Yes  ! 
my  Lord  and  Lady  Herbert,  in  the  full  possession 
df  happiness,  endeavour  to  dispense  it  to  all  around 
them.  Our  beloved  parents,  tranquil  in  mind, 
enjoy  with  the  highest  relish  the  pleasures  of  a 
delightful  society,  where  friendship,  founded  on 
perfect  esteem,  binds  us  in  the  greatpst  harmony. 
Nothing  can  be  more  charming  than  our  little 
party  assembled  round  the  convivial  board  by  a 
good  fire,  after  the  fatigues  of  a  day's  journey. 
My  grandfather's  pleasantry  and  benevolence,  Lord 
Herbert's  nobje  mind,  his  lady's  elegaut  vivacity, 
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the  sweet  placidity  of  our  dear  gentle  mother,  and 
the  exquisite  sensibility,  the  refined  taste,  the  ex- 
alted soul  of  the  incomparable  Seraphina,  express- 
ed in  every  word,  look,  and  gesture,  and  rendering 
her  angelic  in  manner  as  in  beauty,  spreads  en- 
chantment over  the  scene,  and  my  heart.  I  am  at 
once  delighted  and  uneasy — and  while  enraptured 
by  ecstatic  enjoyment,  1  fe  1  unhappy  at  the  idea 
of  my  being  within  the  influence  of  a  dangerous 
fascination ;  anxiously  desire  the  termination  of 
this  trial,  to  which  the  company  of  Seraphina  ex- 
poses me,  and  yet  tremble  at  the  approach  of  the 
period  when  I  shall  cease  to  behold  her,  or  hear 
the  dulcet  tones  of  her  melodious  voice* — What 
an  inconsistency  is  man  ! 

"  With  an  intention  of  resuming  the  pen  on  my 
arrival  in  London,  I  shall  now  conclude,  ^ifter  re- 
questing you  to  present  my  most  friendly  greetings 
to  Lady  Kinross,  accompanied  by  the  affectionate 
remembrance  and  best  wishes  of  all  our  party  to 
her  and  yourself. 

"  Farewell,  beloved  Erina  !  That  Heaven  may 
bless  you  ever,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  ten- 
derly attached  brother, 

v  "  C,  O'C,  O'Brien.7' 
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from  seraphina  to  rosaline  and  erina. 

London,  Nov.  6th. 

"  Amiable  and  beloved  friends  of  my  soul,  I 
rejoice  in  greeting  you  !  My  heart  pants  to  recom- 
mence an  intercourse  with  you  too  long  interrupt- 
ed. I  am  eager  to  tell  you  how  much  I  feel  my 
separation  from  you;  and  tell  you  that  I  still, 
daily,  pay  the  tribute  of  tears  to  the  remembrance 
of  you  both. 

"  I  should  have  written  at  Dover  had  I  not 
been  much  fatigued  by  our  passage,  which  was 
tedious  though  good. 

"  My  journey  homeward  would  have  been  de- 
lightful to  me,  had  not  every  mile  that  brought 
me  to  a  country  endeared  to  my  heart,  led  me  far- 
ther distant  from  loved  associates,  whom  it  may 
be  long,  very  long,  ere  I  embrace  again.  But  the 
most  extended  distance,  the  greatest  length  of  time, 
even  a  separation  from  you  for  ever,  could  have 
no  power  to  weaken  a  friendship  that  must  always 
bind  n  e  to  you  indissolubly. 

u  Oh!  my  friends,  may  Heaven  grant  us  a 
speedy  reunion !     In  the  meanwhile  write  to  me, 
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dearest  Rosaline  and  Erina — write  long  letters,  to 
comfort  me  in  a  cruel  absence.  Let  me  frequent- 
ly receive  testimonies  of  living  in  your  remem- 
brance, to  console  me  for  the  privation  of  your 
charming  society.  On  my  journey  hither  the  pre- 
sence of  my  favourite  Sir  Phelim,  my  dear  Mrs. 
O'Brien,  and  her  amiable  son,  cheered  my  spirits. 
The  worthy  baronet's  pleasant  sallies  of  elegant 
humour  often  made  me  smile,  in  spite  of  the  re- 
gret of  leaving  you ;  the  idea  of  being  separated 
from  Rosaline  and  Erina  claimed  a  frequent  sigh, 
which  the  softness  of  her  dear  mother,  and  the 
polite  assiduities  of  the  amiable  youth,  who  was 
the  soul  of  our  party,  soothed  into  a  calm  of 
mind,  so  combined  with  a  pleasing  sensation  of 
sadness,  as  to  be  delightful  to  a  heart  endued  with 
feelings  like  mine,  possessing  by  inheritance  the 
keenest  sensibility,  which  has  been  nourished  by 
the  events  of  my  life,  and  by  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  mature  sentiment  to  an  extreme  acute- 
ness.  1  have  been  from  childhood  accustomed  to. 
have  my  vivacity  checked  by  an  inexplicable  sensa- 
tion ;  and  have  seldom  had  cause  to  smile  without 
an  equal  reason  to  drop  a  tear  to  some  occurrence, 
enveloping  me  in  an  affliction  already  past,  present, 
or  threatening  my  future  days.  But  I  should  be 
ungrateful  to  Providence  were  I  not  to  think  my 

lot  most  happy. 1  am,  I  trust,  grateful  to  Hea- 

«  6 
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ven,  and  think  myself  blessed  in  every  particular, 
even  in  those  strong  feelings  which  render  me  sus- 
ceptible, in  an  extraordinary  degree,  to  events  that 
might  affect  others  in  an  infinitely  less  painful 
manner.  I  should  consider  myself  unworthy  of 
your  friendship,  if  mine  were  less  enthusiastic  ; 
and  I  could  never  enjoy  your  presence  as  I  ought, 
were  1  not  deeply  touched  by  your  absence. 


"  To  console  me,  however,  for  the  privation 
of  your  society,  I  am  excessively  sensible  to  the 
joy  of  being  restored  to  my  admirable  parents. 
It  is  not  the  rank  I  hold  in  the  world  that 
gratifies  me ;  it  is  not  the  splendour  of  my  present 
situation  that  delights  me,  nor  does  my  happiness 
spring  from  the  pleasures  of  life,  which  open  in  all 
their  gaiety  to  my  view :  no,  my  friends,  the 
source  of  my  felicity  is  in  my  heart,  where  reli- 
gion, filial  affection,  the  love  of  my  friends,  a  de- 
sire of  virtue,  and  a  taste  for  domestic  duties  and 
the  enjoyments  of  sentiment,  combine  to  render 
my  existence  charming  in  the  anticipation  of  future 
beatitude. 


"  I  received  much  satisfaction  in  meeting  the 
kind  instructress  of  my  childhood,  the  good  and 
respectable  Sennora  Leonora ;  who  embraced  me 
with  a  truly  maternal  affection  on  my  return  to 
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her  after  a  long  absence,  during  which  she  had 
been  deeply  afflicted  at  the  idea  that  I  might  be 
lost  to  her  for  ever.  The  tenderness  this  valuable 
woman  has  felt  for  me  from  my  infancy,  and  her 
fidelity  to  my  mother  for  a  length  of  years,  must 
attach  me  to  her  to  the  last  hour  of  my  life. 

"  She  had  removed  from  the  cottage  in  the 
forest  to  St.  James's  square,  where  she  was  anx- 
iously waiting  our  arrival. 

"  Wilmot  was  there  also,  by  my  father's  desire, 
to  welcome  us  to  London.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  describe  my  sensations,  when  I 
was  introduced  to  the  youth,  to  whose  friendship  I 
am  indebted  so  deeply.  Impressed  with  the  most 
exalted  idea  of  him,  I  found  my  imagination, 
elevated  as  it  had  been  to  the  utmost  height,  had 
not  been  raised  above  his  personal  or  mental  per- 
fections. -With  every  quality  that  charms,  he  pos- 
sesses a  modesty  which  renders  him  truly  admira- 
ble, by  being  unconscious  of  pleasing. 

"  Although  my  kind  father  and  mother  appear 
extremely  anxious  to  attach  us  mutually,  I  am  as- 
sured we  shall  be  left  at  liberty  to  decline  the  union 
they  evidently  desire  most  ardently.  Wilmot's 
attentions  arc  assiduous,  soft,  and  flattering.     I. 
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regard  him  as  I  would  a  kind  brother ;  I  feel  for 
him  admiration,  esteem,  the  warmest  interest,  grati- 
tude unbounded,  and  even  a  tender  affection  ; — 
every  sentiment  of  attachment,  in  fine,  except  love. 

a  Our  first  interview  was  aukward,  as  might 
be  supposed,  from  the  nature  of  our  introduction 
to  each  other.  My  embarrassment,  which  I  en- 
deavoured in  vain  to  conceal,  rendered  Wilmot 
excessively  timid.  Being,  however,  associates 
under  a  roof,  which  from  childhood  had  been  to 
to  him  a  paternal  home,  and  which  had  now  be- 
come mine,  hourly  opportunities  occurred  to  lessen 
our  restraint  in  each  other's  society ;  and  the  day 
succeeding  our  first  meeting  put  us  on  a  footing  of 
fraternal  and  sisterly  confidence  and  intimacy. 
This  species  of  intercourse  taking  place  between 
us,  as  it  were,  by  sympathy,  the  generous  youth,  in 
consistence  with  his  exalted  character,  seized  the 
earliest  occasion  to  convince  me  he  made  no 
pretensions  to  my  hand  ;  and  I  felt  I  owed  him  the 
tincere  avowal  of  the  situation  of  my  heart.  Thank- 
ing me  warmly  for  the  frank  confession  1  had  en- 
trusted to  him,  he  informed  me  I  had  infinitely 
obliged  him  by  affording  him  a  clear  light  and  true 
compass,  by  which  he  should  be  enabled  to  steer 
his  future  course  through  life.  He  assured  me  my 
confidence  had  bound  him  my  brother ;  and,  in  the 
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enthusiasm  of  my  feelings,  1  professed  to  him  all 
a  sister's  regard,  and  told  him  I  should  consider 
it  amongst  my  first  duties  to  perform  towards  him 
every  office  of  affection  aud  kindness  the  ties  of 
that  sacred  title  imposed.  I  feel  now,  indeed, 
obliged  more  than  ever,  if  it  be  possible,  to  watch 
over  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  amiable 
Wilmot.  The  sisterly  attachment  I  feel  for  him 
will  devote  me  to  a  life  of  celibacy,  to  secure  to 
him,  as  I  shall  make  it  one  of  my  chief  cares  to 
do,  the  reversion  of  the  whole  handsome  fortune 
which,  waving  most  nobly  the  rights  my  grand- 
father's will  invested  him  with,  lie  generously  gave 
up  to  my  father.  Dear  and  amiable  Wilmot, 
what  happiness  shall  1  experience  in  repaying,  or, 
rather,  in  endeavouring  to  express  my  sense  of  the 
obligations  your  virtue  and  friendship  have  con- 
ferred on  me  in  serving  my  father,  as  you  have  ever 
done  most  essentially  by  innumerable  benefits  ! 

"  Having  written  a  very  long  letter,  I  must 
conclude  it  by  the  dictates  of  prudence  in  opposi- 
tion to  my  inclination,  which  would  tempt  me  to 
indulge  myself  in  continuing  this  delightful  inter- 
course without  interruption, 

"  With  the  hope  and  request  of  hearing  from 
you,  my  dear  Rosaline  and  Erina,  I  must  now  lay 
aside  my  pen. 
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u  I  cannot,  however,  close  my  packet,  withoat 
begging  you  to  embrace  our  dear  Agnes  for  me, 
Assure  her  that  her  kindness  is  impressed  for  ever 
on  my  heart,  as  her  idea  is  engraven  on  my  me- 
mory. Tell  her  I  pray  for  her  each  night  and 
morning,  as  I  am  certain  her  affection  and  piety 
will  prompt  her  to  recollect  me  in  her  orisons. 

'•  Adieu,  my  beloved  friends  !  Think  of  me, 
and  ever  remain  assured  that  the  constant  remem- 
brance of  Rosaline  and  Erina  consecrates  my  heart 
continually  to  the  tenderest  amity  for  you  both ! 

"  Serapihna  Herbert." 


FROM    O  BRIEN    TO    ERINA. 

Albemarle-stbeet,  Nov.  8th. 

"  Having  found  our  late  apartments  unoccu- 
pied, we  have  taken  them  for  a  fortnight,  hoping 
the  termination  of  my  business  here  will  liberate 
us  from  London  at  the  expiration  of  that  time. 

"  I  ought  not  to  desire  a  detention  in  a  situ- 
ation which  daily  becomes  more  painful  to  me,  and 
which  all  my  principles  tell  me  I  should  fly  as  a 
dangerous  temptation  to  seduce  me  from  them, 


OR,    CUARDIAX    GENII.  41 

tc  The  polite  attentions  of  Lord  and  Lady  Her- 
bert have  induced  us  to  accept  their  invitations 
to  dine  at  St.  James's- square  three  times  since  our 
arrival.  In  consideration  of  my  intimacy  with  his 
lordship,  and  my  friendship  for  Wiimot,  it  became 
impossible  for  me  to  decline  being  of  the  party, 
as  we  were  asked  to  meet  him. 

"  The  company  was  small  and  select  on  the 
first  day;  the  succeeding  dinners  have  been  entirely 
en  f ami  He,  and  elegantly  social,  and  would  have 
proved  delightful  to  me  had  my  heart  been  at 
ease. 

"  Yesterday  evening,  at  the  desire  of  Lord 
Herbert,  his  lady  favoured  us  with  a  charming- 
Italian  duet,  in  which  Seraphina  bore  a  part  that 
displayed  her  vocal  powers  to  the  highest  advan- 
tage, while  she  performed  a  doubly  difficult  task, 
by  accompanying  herself  on  the  piano-forte  in  an 
admirable  manner.  In  saying  she  seemed  to  me 
to  equal  the  surprising  musical  talents  of  my  dear 
sister,  I  think  I  bestow  an  exalted  eulogium  on 
both. 

u  At  Wilmot's  solicitation,  Serephina  touch ed 
the  mandoline,  and  sung  to  its  dulcet  accords  a 
Spanish  air  with  such  bewitching  taste,  and  true 
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pathos  of  expression,  that  the  sounds  even  of  a 
language  unknown  to  me  affected  me  deeply.  The 
tones  of  her  voice  breathe  sentiment,  and  her 
looks,  with  all  the  softness  of  a  Madonna  beauty, 
sink  into  the  heart.  The  animated,  yet  tenderly 
gentle,  sensations  of  her  enthusiastic  mind  beam 
in  the  radiance  of  her  eyes,  dark  and  piercing, 
though  admirably  sweet;  while  the  long  silken 
lashes  with  which  their  dazzling  brilliancy  is 
shaded,  and  the  engaging  smile  that  plays  in  their 
beamy  lustre,  give  them  a  fascinating  languish- 
ment,  creating  a  fire  in  every  beholder's  soul:  but 
the  flame  thus  kindled  in  mine,  though  ardent,  is 
pure  as  the  virgin  mind  of  Seraphina,  whence  my 
sensibility  springs  and  receives  its  character. 
1  gaze  in  chaste  admiration,  nor  ever  sully  her 
idea  with  a  thought  her  maiden  delicacy  would 
blush  to  know. 

"  As  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  her  last  night  while 
she  played  and  sung,  Wilmot  seemed  rivetted,  like 
me,  in  raptures  with  her  beauty  ;  and  remarked  to 
me,  with  a  lover's  accurate  observation,  the  jet- 
black  mole  on  her  left  cheek,  placed  near  her  eye 
by  Nature's  unerring  taste,  as  if  to  draw  attention 
to  her  most  perfect  work :  that  mole,  contrasted 
with  the  bloom  it  heightens,  and  the  polish  of  a 
temple  and  forehead,  where  inimitable  beauty  is 
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enthroned,  completes  an  expression  of  countenance 
that  enchains  admiration  stronger  at  each  glance, 
entrancing  the  soul  of  the  beholder  in  irresistible 
enchantment. 

"  But  it  is  not  by  looks  alone  Seraphina  capti- 
rates  and  holds  her  sway,  for  her  every  movement 
displays  a  soul  celestial  as  her  personal  charms  are 
perfect.  Yet,  why  do  I  dwell  on  their  enumera- 
tion ?  Do  not  Wilmot's  rights  forbid  a  theme  to 
me  his  fortunate  title  claims  alone  f  I  will  infringe 
ou  propriety  no  more:  Wilmot's  presence  interrupts 
the  farther  transgression  of  prudence,  perhaps,  of 
honour !" 


Nov.  9. 

"  Wilmot's  entrance  yesterday  morning  made 
me  hastily  throw  aside  the  pen,  and  left  me  too 
much  agitated  to  admit  of  my  resuming  it  to  dis- 
patch this  immediately  after  his  departure. 

u  In  a  state  of  mind  little  short  of  distraction,  I 
sit  down  to  give  you,  my  dear  Erina,  some  account 
of  the  cause  of  my  misery,  if  I  can  be  sufficiently 
collected  to  frame  a  coherent  narrative  for  your 
information. 
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u  My  friend  had  not  been  many  minutes  with 
me,  before  I  found  he  had  called  to  take  leave  of 
me,  on  a  sudden  determination  to  quit  London, 
On  my  interrogating  him  relative  to  the  reason  of 
a  resolve  apparently  extraordinary,  he  informed 
me  he  had  a  secret  plan  to  execute,  of  which  he 
would  give  me  an  account  by  letter ;  and  after 
some  conversation  on  the  subject  of  separation, 
which  seemed  to  affect  him  deeply,  he  rose 
abruptly,  and  bid  me  farewell  in  the  most  touch- 


"  Shortly  after  Wilmot  had  left  me,  I  received 
a  letter  from  him,  which  discovered  to  me,  in  spite 
of  his  delicate  desire  to  conceal  it  from  me,  that 
I  have  been  the  cause  of  occurrences  which  may, 
which  certainly  will,  occasion  misery  to  my  dearest 
friend,  and  to  every  individual  of  my  benefactor's 
family. 

"  Oh !  Erina,  there  is  torment,  even  madness, 
in  the  idea  that  Wilmot's  friendship  for  me  be- 
comes the  source  of  unhappiness  to  him  ;  and  that 
his  kindness,  by  which  I  owed  my  introduction  to 
a  generous  patron,  has  fated  me  to  be  the  mur- 
derer of  that  patron's  felicity ;  and  that  the  same 
dagger  by  which  I  am  destined  to  stab  his  peace, 
assassinates  the  youth  whose  confidence  opened  to 
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me  the  bosom  of  tenderest  amity,  and  who  still,  in 
the  agonies  of  the  cruel  death  I  inflict,  presses  me 
with  all  the  ardour  of  forgiveness  to  his  heart, 
whilst  he  feels  acutely  the  wounds  by  which  I  have 
lacerated  it! 

"  Torture,  distraction  accompany  these  ideas, 
^and  tear  my  soul  to  atoms.  I  can  write  no  more. 
Erina,  I  dare  not  even  reflect  on  my  situation. 

<(  Oh !  my  sister,  may  you  never,  never  expe- 
rience horrors  equal  to  those  I  endure !  No, 
Erina !  far  different  is  your  fate  :  you,  my  sweet 
sister,  enjoy  the  delightful  privilege  of  consoling 
your  friend,  of  making  her  chief  happiness.  Bless- 
ed office !  divine  occupation  !  and  fitted  to  form 
the  supreme  felicity  of  a  soul  angelic  as  yours. 
Long,  long  may  you  taste  the  bliss  of  making  the 
amiable  Lady  Kinross  happy  as  I  wish  her  from 
my  soul ! 

iC  Her  idea,  and  the  remembrance  of  my  sister's 
enjoyments  in  the  works  of  virtue,  tranquillize  my 
thoughts ;  not  to  ease,  but  to  that  calm  state  of 
suffering  the  desponding  maniac  feels  when  the 
paroxysm  of  infuriated  distraction  has,  by  its  ex- 
treme violence;  exhausted  hiin  to  a  condition  of 
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quiet,  but  an  agonizing  sensation  of  sorrow,  that 
fixes  him  in  all  the  sadness  of  despair. 

"  I  know  not  what,  nor  how  I  have  written  ; 
neither  dare  I  trust  myself  to  peruse  the  account 
I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you  of  my  situation, 
and  my  friend's  intentions.  To  inform  you  of 
them  better  than  I  can  attempt,  and  to  render 
justice  to  a  character  which  is  best  delineated  by 
the  sentiments  that  constitute  a  perfection  surpass- 
ing my  best  powers  of  description,  I  shall  inclose 
Wilmot's  letter  for  your  perusal,  with  a  copy  of 
my  answer  to  it,  in  which  you  will  learn  all  you 
may  be  anxious  to  know  respecting  the  affair  that 
plunges  me  in  misery. 

"  Once  more,  my  sister,  farewell ! 

"  C.  O'C.  O'Brien." 


(Letter  inclosed  in  the  foregoing.) 

FROM  WILMOT  TO  o'BRlEN. 

"  My  dearest  friend, 

"As  I  called  on  you  this  morning  to  bid  you 
a  long  adieu,  perhaps  a  last  farewell,  I  found  my- 
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self  too  deeply  affected  by  my  errand  to  discuss 
the  reasons  for  a  resolution,  which,  although  it 
seem  sudden  to  you,  has  long  been  the  subject  of 
my  reflections,  and  was  decided  on  in  my  mind 
since  the  day  we  dined  together  in  St.  James's- 
square.  On  that  day  I  made  an  important  dis- 
covery, which  fixed  a  determination  nothing  can 
ever  induce  me  to  alter ;  on  that  day  I  discovered 
the  state  of  your  heart,  my  dear  O'Brien,  learned 
the  true  situation  of  Miss  Herbert's,  perceived 
myself  an  obstacle  to  your  mutual  felicity,  and 
found  the  painful  sacrifice  you  were  both  nobly 
resolved  to  make  for  my  sake,  and  I  vowed  to  use 
every  effort  to  unite  you,  by  convincing  you  I  have 
no  right  that  could  supersede  your  just  claims. 

"  I  have  already  informed  Miss  Herbert,  that 
I  declined  taking  advantage  of  the  flattering  licence 
her  father  had  given  me  to  address  her  ;  aware  1 
could  make  no  claim  to  that  pretension,  as  I  was 
sensible  that  indulgence  could  be  granted  me  only 
through  the  generosity  of  Lord  Herbert,  and  that 
the  same  sentiment,  united  with  the  delicacy  and 
sweetness  that  characterize  his  amiable  daughter, 
might  lead  her  to  bestow  on  me  her  hand  in  com- 
pliance with  her  parent's  desire.  These  ideas  had 
determined  me  against  addressing  Miss  Herbert 
before  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to 


48         the  soldier's   family; 

her.  As  she  has  informed  me  you  are  acquainted 
with  all  the  particulars  of  her  history,  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  explain  circumstances  which 
the  delicacy  of  my  guardian's  family  may  have 
concealed  from  you,  respecting  my  situation  in  it. 
The  exposition  of  my  affairs,  which  false  pride 
might  wish  to  hide,  will  not  wound  mine ;  for  al- 
though I  have  spirit,  and  feel  that  spirit  inherent 
in  me,  I  consider  it  no  degradation  to  avow 
myself  an  entire  dependant  on  the  bounty  of  Lord 
Herbert.  I  should  rather  think  myself  mean  in 
wishing  to  conceal  the  whole  truth,  which  is,  that 
1  am  indebted  to  the  benevolence  and  charity  of 
his  lordship's  family  for  my  situation  in  it. 

"  Intruded  on  the  notice  of  pity  when  I  was 
an  orphaned  child,  almost  an  infant,  helpless  and 
forlorn,  the  compassion  of  the  late  lord  received 
me  into  his  house,  where  I  was  preserved  from 
the  miseries  awaiting  an  infant,  thrown  by  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  destitute  on  the  attention  of 
strangers.  In  Lord  Herbert's  family  I  found  kind 
protectors — in  our  noble  colonel  I  found  a  father's 
attentions.  He  sought  to  discover  in  me  dispo- 
sitions capable  of  cultivation ;  he  encouraged  all 
my  boyish  efforts  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  a  genteel 
education;  the  benevolence  of  his  heart  prompted 
him  to  believe  me  endued  with  great  abilities, 


49 

and  he  prevailed  on  his  father  to  bestow  on  me  the 
best  instruction.  Even  in  my  childhood  I  was 
sensible  of  my  obligations  to  Colonel  Herbert's 
fostering  kindness,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  become 
worthy  of  his  hopes  rendered  me  indefatigable  in 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  acquire  whatever  his 
partiality  to  me  had  induced  him  to  pronounce  me 
capable  of  attaining.  To  him,  therefore,  I  must 
ever  feel  myself  indebted  for  a  mind  eager  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  anxiously  intent  on  fol- 
lowing the  bright  example  which  he  set  me  of 
every  exalted  virtue. 

S€  Little  has  yet  been  in  my  power  to  perform: 
My  actions  have  been  greatly  overvalued :  in  order 
to  prove  this,  I  am  compelled  to  a  disagreeable 
office,  namely,  that  of  mentioning  the  faults  of  the 
late  Lord  Herbert ;  to  whose  memory  I  am  too 
gratefully  attached  to  revert  without  self-con- 
demnation, even  in  thought,  to  the  slightest  re- 
flection on  the  errors  that  detracted  from  the  merits 
of  his  character ;  they  were  great,  and  may  rescue 
from  severe  censure  those  blemishes  of  his  temper, 
I  would  wish  to  believe,  died  in  the  grave  where 
his  remains  moulder.  Perhaps  those  failings  in- 
duced by  corporeal  sufferings,  which  may  extenu- 
ate, though  they  cannot  justify,  the  foibles  of  bad 
humour,  are  attached  more  to  our  mortal  than  im- 

VOL.    III.  I> 
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mortal  part,  and  therefore  sleep  in  the  coffin  with 
the  inanimate  clay,  daring  no  longer  to  encumber 
the  spirit  when  it  mounts  for  judgment  into  those 
regions  destined  for  its  future  existence.  Since 
the  Great  Divinity  can  pardon  human  error,  we 
are  bound  to  excuse  it. 

"  Forgive  this  digression,  my  dear  O'Brien, 
and  place  it  to  the  account  of  my  wish  to  shield 
from  your  entire  condemnation  the  character  of  a 
late  benefactor,  whom  I  am  obliged  to  mention, 
since  called  on  to  declare  facts,  in  order  to  dis- 
prove any  claim  you  may  imagine  I  have  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  present  Lord  Herbert ;  which,  be- 
ing established,  as  I  can  make  it  still  more  evi- 
dent, it  will  follow  as  a  natural  consequence,  1  can 
pretend  to  no  right  to  Miss  Herbert's  hand.  And 
this  being  clear,  your  pretensions  to  her  heart  need 
not,  neither  shall  they  through  any  fault  on  my 
part,  be  sacrificed  to  false  conceptions  of  circum- 
stances, and  your  mistaken  ideas  of  delicacy  in 
sentiment. 

u  As  you  perceive  my  situation  in  the  world 
gives  me  no  title  to  the  connection  proposed  to 
me  by  Lord  Herbert's  affectionate  regard,  I  am 
now  about  to  convince  you,  I  have  as  little  claim 
to  the  gratitude  which  his  believing  due  to  me, 
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prompted  his  lordship  to  all  the  noble  offers  ac- 
companying that  of  his  daughter's  hand. 

"  I  was  indebted  to  the  late  lord  for  my  ad- 
mission into  his  house  ;  but  whilst  I  remember 
that  act  of  kindness  with  the  utmost  thankfulness, 
I  cannot  forget,  neither  can  I  cease  to  reflect  with 
the  highest  gratitude,  that  I  owed  my  situation  ia 
his  lordship's  family  to  the  favour  of  his  amiable 
son ;  who,  instead  of  considering  me  as  an  in- 
truder, regarded  me  as  his  child.  Initiated  by  him 
into  a  taste  for  those  acquirements  which  consti- 
tute a  liberal  education,  I  am  ultimately  obliged 
to  him  for  my  position  in  society.  Had  it  not 
been  my  fortunate  lot  to  have  been  fostered  by 
his  benevolence,  to  have  been  encouraged  by  his 
compassion,  and  t®  have  been  instructed  by  his 
care  and  attention,  1  should,  most  probably,  have 
fallen  a  miserable  victim  to  early  want ;  or,  in- 
stead of  being  introduced  into  consequence  in  the 
world  by  his  protection  and  patronage,  have  lived 
an  outcast,  amidst  all  the  distresses  of  poverty,  all 
the  horrors  of  infamy,  to  die  in  shame,  am 
perish  for  ever ! 

"  Oh !  kindest,  best,  noblest  of  benefac 
am  t'.e  child  of  thy  pity  !     Can  that  heart;  bound 
to  thee  by  inestimable  beneiit,  ever  forgv.:  n 
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mense  debts  to  thee  ?  or  is  it  possible  the  filial 
allegiance  of  my  whole  life — even  its  sacrifice, 
could  reimburse  the  favours  I  have  received  from 
thee — those  favours  above  all  appreciation,  great, 
and  innumerable  as  thy  virtues  ? 

"  Oh !  my  parent, — my  more  than  father,  my 
tutelary  angel!  when  I  forget  my  obligations  to 
thee,  may  Heaven  become  unmindful  of  me !  if 
ever  I  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  imagine  I  have  re- 
paid thy  kindness  sufficiently  to  make  me  cease  to 
consider  myself  still  thy  debtor,  may  Providence 
withdraw  its  blessings  from  me! 

"  But  let  me  resume  my  narrative,  to  shew  you, 
my  dear  O'Brien,  how  much  I  owe  Lord 
Herbert,  and  how  little  he  owes  to  me. 

i€  The  late  lord,  with  many  good  qualities,  and 
a  towering  genius,  had  a  severe  disposition  and 
harsh  manners.  Impressed  by  my  obligations  to 
him,  [  trembled  in  his  presence,  and  should  have 
shrunk,  depressed,  from  his  favours,  had  not  the 
suavity  of  the  present  lord's  temper  taught  me 
to  bear,  and  sheltered  me  from  the  moroseness  of 
his  father'^.  I  knew  from  experience,  as  well  as 
observation,  the  hardships  my  best  of  friends  suf- 
fered from  his  parent's  rigour:    I.  saw  the  stern 
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unbending  temper  of  Lord  Herbert  towards  his 
son ;  and  my  gratitude,  so  due  to  the  latter, 
prompted  me  to  watch  over  his  interest  as  assidu- 
ously as  his  benevolence  had  instigated  him  to 
promote  my  welfare,  without  my  having  any  right 
to  expect  such  favours  from  him. 

"  Sensible  as  I  was,  even  from  my  boyhood, 
of  all  my  weight  of  obligation  to  him,  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  act  inconsistently  with  those 
sentiments  I  had  imbibed  from  his  instruction; 
yet,  in  performing  an  incumbent  duty,  the  merit, 
if  any,  was  merely  negative ;  the  conferring  an 
obligation,  situated  as  I  was,  became  impossible. 

"  As  you  are  acquainted,  I  understand,  with 
the  consequences  of  the  present  Lord  Herbert's 
marriage,  and  have  learned  the  part  I  bore  in  late 
events,  which  I  should  have  wished,  had  it  been 
practicable,  concealed  from  my  benefactors  know- 
ledge; I  feel  anxious  to  convince  you,  my  dear 
O'Brien,  his  lordship  is  not  indebted  to  me,  as  his 
generous  disposition  induces  him  to  think  and 
declare. 

li  Tn  the  rejection  of  a  fortune,  to  the  smallest 
portion  of  which  I  could  have  no  right,  although 
it  was  bequeathed  to  me  by  the  caprice  of  a  mind 
D  3 
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under  the  influence  of  an  erroneous  displeasure, 
which  gratified  its  unreasonable  anger  in  the  dis- 
inheritance of.  an  innocent  son,  I  can  have  no 
merit.  Had  the  natural  inheritor  of  that  pro- 
perty been  my  bitterest  enemy  and  mortal  foe, 
instead  of  being  my  best  benefactor,  my  more  than 
father,  I  should  have  been  bound  by  morality  to 
act  as  I  have  done ;  which  was,  to  repair  an  injury 
committed  against  the  victims  of  cruelty,  as  the 
power  to  do  it  \va3  in  my  hands, 

"  Although  law  would  have  supported  me  in 
reversing  justice,  by  giving  me  legal  claims  to  pos- 
sessions conferred  on  me  by  will;  yet  the  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  religion,  superior  to  human  in- 
stitutions, enlightened  my  mind  with  the  divine 
rays  of  truth;  by  whose  radiance  I  am  instructed, 
that  to  retain,  without  any  right,  what  worldly 
forms  alone  could  confirm  to  me,  would  be  to  act 
dishonestly.  In  relinquishing,  therefore,  the  pro- 
perty naturally  devolving  on  Lord  Herbert,  he 
ought  not  to  feel  obliged  to  me,  because  I  have 
done  nothing  but  justice  to  my  self \w  refusing  to 
act  a  villainous  part,  by  usurping  property  on 
which  I  had  no  claim.  To  have  done  otherwise 
than  I  did,  would  have  stamped  infamy  upon  my 
character  in  this  world,  and  registered  in  Heaven  my 
eternal  condemnation ;  because  I  could  not  have 
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retained  the  smallest  portion  of  that  fortune,  which 
was  Lord  Herbert's  by  nature's  decree,  without 
confirming  myself  a  mercenary  wretch,  devoid  of 
integrity,  a  barbarous  plunderer,  and  the  most  atro- 
ciously ungrateful  monster. 

"  I  have  no  claim  to  Lord  Herbert's  thanks — I 
have  no  detnandevenon  his  kindness,  except  what 
his  goodness  is  willing  to  acknowledge ;  benevo- 
lence alone  can  attach  him  to  me,  as  eternal  gra- 
titude must  ever  bind  me  to  him. 

"  Thus  circumstanced,  ought  I,  can  I  consent 
to  live  a  weight  upon  his  generosity — a  burthensome 
load  on  the  tenderness  of  Lady  Herbert — an  ob- 
stacle to  the  felicity  of  their  beloved  child  ?  No 
— far,  far  be  such  unworthy,  such  base  intentions 
from  my  mind ! 

"  1  learn  from  the  amiable  mother  of  the  nobly 
virtuous  Miss  Herbert,  that  her  resolution  is 
fixed  on  a  life  of  celibacy,  and  of  monastic  seclu- 
sion, should  she  survive  her  parents  :  and  it  becomes 
easy  for  me  to  divine,  that  the  cause  of  such  deter- 
mination originates  in  a  desire  of  securing  to  me 
the  reversion  of  her  grandfather's  fortune  ;  which 
i  have  discovered  by  her  conversation,  she  con- 
d  4 
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siders  a  just  compensation  for  the  affection  I  hav- 
evinced  for  ber  father. 


"  Heaven  forbid  I  should  thus  become  the 
canseota  most  cruel  sacrifice  of  beauty  and  of  love  ! 
No,  Seraphina —  thy  incomparable  loveliness, 
thy  matchless  sweetness,  thy  warmly  tender  heart, 
thy  refinement  of  sentiment,  thy  enthusiasm  of 
soul,  which  I  perceive  has  made  an  indelible  im- 
pression on  O'Brien's  heart,  shall  reward  the  vir- 
tue of  my  friend,  and  bless  him  as  he  merits ' 

(C  Yes!  O'Brien,  brother  of  my  soul — I  have- 
made  this  vow  to  my  affection  for  thee  and  Sera- 
phina; I  have  sworn  by  friendship  and  by  honour 
to  act  consistently  with  both,  towards  thee  and 
that  amiable  maid,  who  has  inspired  thee  with  a 
passion  worthy  of  thy  exalted  mind,  and  the  re- 
fined delicacy  of  her's.  Believe  me,  I  could 
neither  live  nor  die  in  peace,  were  I  to  fail  in  my 
intention  of  contributing  to  the  felicity  of  beings 
so  formed  for  each  other,  and  so  dear  to  my 
heart. 

44  Believing  I  have  now  clearly  proved  to  you,  by 
an  unreserved  confession  of  my  situation,  that  I 
ought  not  to  make  those   addresses  to  my  bene- 
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factor's  daughter,  which  cannot  be  grounded  on 
any  pretension,  it  remains  for  me  now  to  assure 
you  I  neither  can,  nor  ever  will  solicit  a  hand  on 
which  your  claims  are  great,  since  your  whole 
soul  is  devoted  to  Miss  Herbert.  That  you  are 
the  object  of  her  highest  esteem,  I  can  pronounce. 
The  instant  I  made  these  discoveries,  I  resolved  to 
inform  you  of  every  circumstance  that  could  tend 
to  convince  you  there  was  no  obstacle  that  your 
most  refined  sentiments  could  oppose  to  the  offer 
of  your  hand. 

"  May  Heaven  propitiate  your  suit !  Believe  me, 
my  friend,  your  happiness  and  Seraphina's  is 
equally  dear  to  me  ;  I  am  as  anxious  for  it  as  for 
my  own,  and  rest  my  hopes  of  my  own  iiappiness 
on  your  mutual  felicity. 

"  With  respect  to  myself,  I  have  a  p  an  in  view 
that  gives  me  hopes  of  a  genteel  independence ; 
to  attain  which  I  demand  your  assistance.  But 
before  I  disclose  my  project,  I  conjure  you  to 
strict  secrecy ;  and,  believing  myself  secured  of  it 
by  your  honour,  I  proceed  to  entrust  you  with  my 
intentions. 

«  I  evince  my  reliance  on  your  friendship,  as 
much  as  I  prove  my  confidence  in  your  honour, 

D5     .      , 
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by  requesting  of  you,  my  dear  O'Brien,  a  pecu- 
niary loan*  The  nobly  generous  offer  of  sharing 
yourpurse  with  me,  induces  me  to  solicit  this 
favour  necessary  to  the  execution  of  my  scheme  ; 
which  is  to  purchase  a  commission  T  am  in  treaty 
about,  in  a  regiment  under  orders  to  embark  for 
the  eastern  hemisphere.  The  peace  just  esta- 
blished betweenEngland  and  the  beligerent  powers, 
makes  me  turn  my  thoughts  -to  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  where,  in  the  service  of  my  king  in  the 
fields  of  Asia,  I  can  have  many  opportunities  of 
reaping  laurels,  whilst  I  may  rapidly  rise  to  the 
highest  rank,  and  an  honourable  sufficiency  of 
fortune,  in  my  noble  profession.  This  prospect 
gratifies  my  ambition,  at  the  same  time  that  it  in- 
spires a  hope  that  the  military  career  may  lead  me 
to  affluence,  without  making  me,  either  at  present 
or  hereafter,  a  burthen  on  Lord  Herbert's  gene- 
rosity, or  any  incumbei  ance  on  the  munificence  of 
his  lady  and  daughter.  How  greatly  I  am  in- 
debted to  their  unbounded  liberality,  I  have  gloried 
in  confessing  ;  but  whilst  I  feel  grateful  for  the 
benefits  their  bounty  has  already  heaped  upon  me, 
and  purposes  to  shower  on  me  now  and  in  future, 
I  experience  extreme  reluctance  to  hang  upon  their 
kindness. 

"  I  possess  a  high  spirit,  although  I  have  hi- 
therto lived  a  life  of  total  dependance.     In  that 
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humble  station  I  have  felt  perfectly  contented,  since 
it  was  the  will  of  Heaven  I  should  be  thrown  en- 
tirely unprovided  on  the  pity  of  the  world.  I 
should  have  been  impious  to  arraign  Providence 
for  my  lowly  state,  even  had  I  not  been  blessed, 
as  I  have  been,  by  the  best  gifts  celestial  compas- 
sion could  bestow  on  an  orphan  child.  Had  I 
suffered  all  the  miseries  of  poverty,  I  should,  I 
trust,  have  submitted  with  christian  resignation  to 
the  Divine  hand,  that,  in  my  misfortunes,  would 
perhaps  have  punished  with  justice  the  faults  of 
those  to  whom  I  owed  my  birth. 

"  But  I  must  moralize  no  longer.  Time  hastens 
towards  the  hour  of  my  departure  from  London. 
My  heart  sinks  at  the  approach  of  my  separation 
from  those  I  love  ;  but  at  the  same  time  my  mind 
is  fortified  by  the  idea,  that  I  owe  this  effort  to 
them,  to  myself,  to  virtue ! 

"  Neither  Lord  Herbert  nor  any  of  my  ac- 
quaintance besides  you,  my  dear  O'Brien,  know 
the  least  about  my  plan.  My  kind  benefactor  and 
his  amiable  family  would  endeavour  to  dissuade 
me  from  it;  but  my  resolution  is  fixed:  and  I 
should  grieve  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
advice  of  a  patron,  whose  judgment  has  hitherto 
guided  every  step  of  my  life.  When  my  scheme 
I)  6 
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has  advanced  beyond  the  possibility  of  retraction, 
I  shall  acquaint  Lord  Herbert  with  my  situation ; 
and  I  am  certain  he  will  not  blame  me  when  he 
knows  the  numerous  urgent  reasons  for  my  de- 
termination. 

"  In  the  secrecy  of  my  plan  you  will  find  the 
motive  for  my  borrowing  the  sum  it  will  require 
in  the  execution,  from  you,  my  dear  O'Brien,  in- 
stead of  requesting  it  from  my  Lord  Herbert. 
His  liberality  would  lavish  any  thing  on  me  ;  but  I 
have  laid  down  a  rule  never  to  make  a  pecuniary- 
demand  on  him  to  a  great  amount,  and  could  not 
think  of  drawing  on  his  liberality  for  any  sum  with- 
out informing  his  lordship  of  the  use  to  which  I 
purposed  to  apply  it. 

"  I  do  not  mean  this  as  an  apology  for  my 
asking  you  to  perform  an  office  of  kindness,  nei- 
ther will  I  offend  your  refinement  of  sentiment  in 
ofTering  any  security  for  the  reimbursement  of  a 
debt  which  our  friendship  will  settle  :  your  af- 
fection will  trust  my  honour.  Should  your  assist- 
ance acquire  me  riches,  I  may  then  afford  to  re- 
pay your  kindness  with  compound  interest: — but 
should  I  fall  on  the  field  like  a  poor  soldier,  as- 
sure yourself,  my  beloved  comrade,  that  the  last 
sigh  of  your  brother  in  arms  will  be  breathed  in 
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prayers  for  the  felicity  of  those  who  contributed  to 
his  happiness — and,  in  the  remembrance  of  his 
benefactors,  friendship's  warmest  sentiments  will 
dwell  on  the  idea  of  O'Brien.  Friend  of  my 
heart,  farewell! 

"  Frederic  Wilmot  * 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER   FROM  O  BRIEN  TO 
WILMOT. 

{i  The  abrupt  disclosure  of  your  intention  to 
leave  town,  my  dearest  friend,  left  me  extremely 
dejected  at  your  departure ;  but  the  letter  reveal- 
ing that  we  had  parted  for  years,  perhaps  for  ever, 
as  you  tell  me,  has  depressed  me  to  the  lowest 
state  of  spirits. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  your  noble  soul 
has  made  to  conceal  from  me  that  your  resolutions 
have  originated  in  motives  unconnected  with  me. 
I  feel,  however,  distracted  at  the  idea,  the  cer- 
tainty of  occasioning  events  destructive  to  your  fe- 
licity, my  dear  Wilmot,  and  to  the  happiness  of 
our  benefactors,  whose  delight  you  were  so  cal- 
culated to  promote. 

u  Alas !  I  must  ever  mourn  over  the  misery  my 
introduction  to  you  causes.  Had  it  not  been  for 
my  acquaintance  with  you  and  Lord  Herbert,  he 
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would  rejoice  in  the  completion  of  the  projected 
union  between  his  beloved  daughter  and  the  adopted 
son  of  his  affection  ;  for  you  would  not  then  have 
felt,  as  your  romantic  heroism  now  induces  you  to 
believe,  that  there  is  more  exalted  virtue  in  re- 
jecting than  accepting  the  offered  blessing  of  Miss 
Herbert's  hand. 

<c  It  is  not  possible,  Wilmot,  that  a  heart,  tender 
as  your's  has  proved  itself,  could  remain  insensible 
to  the  evident  impression  your  virtues  have  made 
on  a  soul,  alive  as  Seraphina's  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
to  all  your  perfections.  Gently  kind  to  every  be- 
ing, her  complaisance  to  me  has  misled  you  to 
suppose  her  partial  to  me ;  whilst  I,  with  better 
discernment  than  modesty  in  this  instance  allows 
you  to  exercise,  perceive  she  distinguishes  my 
dearest  friend  with  uncommonly  soft  attentions, 
that  mark  he  has  already  made  the  most  flattering 
progress  in  her  affections  :  and  permit  me  to  ob- 
serve, your  delicacy,  my  dear  Wilmot,  commits  a 
great  offence  against  sentiment  in  suggesting  a  con- 
duct calculated  to  distress  beyond  measure,  rather 
than  afford  the  smallest  pleasure  to  those  friends 
for  whom  you  profess  such  strong  attachment,  and 
who  you  acknowledge  return  it  with  infinite  ten- 
derness. 
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"  The  office  of  friendship  is  to  admonish,  advise, 
and  even  to  reprove  with  severity,  when  any  hope 
can  be  entertained  that  admonition,  counsel,  or 
reproaches,  may  avail  to  prevent  the  actions  we 
believe  cannot  fail  of  producing  incalculable  evil 
and  grief  to  those  we  love.  Awake,  Wilmot,  at 
my  call,  from  the  infatuation  of  deluded  opinion, 
ere  it  be  too  late  to  lament  the  unhappiness  you 
are  about  to  occasion  your  friends — ere  it  be  too 
late  to  regret  the  melancholy  you  cause  to  prey  on 
the  soul  of  him  who  loves  you  as  a  brother  ! 

"  You  can  be  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  O'Brien,  if  you  for  an  instant  sup- 
pose he  co  uld  be  capable  of  supplanting  you,  even 
were  it  practicable,  in  the  affection  so  justly  your 
due  :  you  should  have  done  more  justice  to  my 
feelings,  than  to  believe  them  so  depraved  as  to 
enjoy  a  supreme  felicity  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  delicacy,  or  the  least  portion  of  your 
happiness. 

"  Wilmot,  I  call  Heaven  to  witness  when  1 
swear  by  the  purity  of  friendship,  I  could  never 
offer  my  hand,  even  to  a  being  I  adored  to  mad- 
ness, were  I  under  the  slightest  suspicion,  that  in 
so  doing  I  infringed  your  privileges.  No,  my 
friend,  you  have  every  power  over  aie  except  that 
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of  persuading  me  that  you  and  Miss  Herbert  are 
indifferent  to  each  other,  and  of  tempting  me  to 
deviate  from  every  honourable  sentiment  in  exiling 
you  from  a  delightful  home,  which  affection  had 
rendered  your  parental  roof.  And  I  vow,  by  all 
a  soldier  holds  most  dear,  never  to  usurp  that  place 
which  is  your's  by  right  of  merit,  whose  claims 
must  ever  be  considered  equal  to  those  of  nature. 
For  example,  are  not  our  minds  bound  together 
by  congeniality  of  sentiment,  in  more  harmonious 
unison  than  if  fraternal  ties  alone  had  connected 
us  ?  Yes !  brother  of  my  heart !  your's  will  not, 
cannot  deny  this  truth.  Learn,  therefore,  from 
your  claims  to  my  brotherly  attachment,  your  just 
rights  in  the  family  where  you  are  loved  as  a  son. 
Cement  that  title,  Wilmot,  by  legitimate  and  re- 
ligious bonds — and  become,  as  formerly,  my  friend, 
in  conferring  on  me  the  happiness  of  being  instru- 
mental to  your  felicity ;  for,  know  and  remember, 
1  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  promote  it,  and  shall 
live  and  die  in  misery  if  I  fail  in  this  obligation 
and  first  wish  of  my  heart  * 

"  Friendship,  hallowed  and  ever  sacred  to  me, 
demands  I  should  grant  whatever  you  require  of 
my  honour.  It  shall  not  fail  in  secrecy  respecting 
the  trust  you  have  reposed  in  it.  After  the  offer 
I  have,  in  sincerity,  made  of  sharing  with  you  to 


the  last  farthing,  that  affluence  with  which  Heaven 
has  blessed  me,  I  have  no  power  to  revoke  a  pro- 
mise registered  in  eternal  records  by  the  angel  o£ 
truth,  who  watches  over  the  fulfilment  of  sacred 
engagements.  All  you  can  require  of  my  fortune 
must  be  your's ;  draw  on  it,  therefore,  to  any 
amount  whenever  you  please.  I  shall  instantly 
desire  the  sum  you  want  to  be  paid  to  your  order ; 
but  I  trust  it  will  be  applied  to  other  purposes 
than  you  intended. 

"  The  utmost  indulgence  of  my  affectionate 
esteem  cannot  justify  you  in  taking  the  step  you 
purpose  in  your  situation ;  for  I  think  your  bene- 
factor has  an  indisputable  right  to  guide  you  with 
a  father's  authority,  since  he  has  ever  evinced  for 
you  a  parent's  affection  and  solicitude.  Let  the 
filial  duty,  therefore,  you  feel  owing  from  you  to 
your  friend  Lord  Herbert,  deter  you  from  desert- 
ing his  protection.  Attached  as  you  are  to  each 
other,  separation  will  grieve  you  both  most  sen- 
sibly : — your  heart,  my  dear  Wilmot,  is  warm  as 
his  lordship's ;  and  nothing  can  afford  a  better 
proof  that  you  were  formed  to  live  inseparable 
companions,  than  your  similarity  of  disposition : 
equally  generous,  and  nobly  disinterested,  you  are 
mutually  emulous  of  obliging,  and  reciprocally 
enthusiastic  ingratitude. 
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"  Lord  Herbert's  conduct  towards  you  has, 
indeed,  been  most  amiable,  and  demanded  the 
return  you  made;  yet,  the  merit  of  his  lordship's 
behaviour  does  not  detract  from  the  virtue  of  your 
character,  which  gives  you  every  claim  to  become 
his  son. 

"  Let  me  conjure  you,  Wilmot,  by  every  thing 
tender  in  affection,  and  sacred  in  friendship,  to 
beware  of  making  me  feel,  in  the  contingency  of 
-events,  that  I  have  signed  the  death-warrant  of 
my  friend.  Oh  !  Wilmot  J  my  brother  in  affection 
and  profession,  ere  you  close  an  engagement  to 
exile  yourself  to  the  malignant  climes  of  Asia, 
so  fatal  to  the  European  soldier  when  his  duty 
calls  him  to  the  tented  field,  parched  by  a  ver- 
tical sun,  to  suffer  more  than  the  dangers  of  war, 
—  think  that  you  have  a  comrade  in  arms,  whose 
chief  happiness  consists  in  the  idea  of  living  your 
constant  associate,  of  dying  beside  a  faithful  and 
inseparable  friend — remember  this,  my  dearest 
Wilmot  ;  and  may  Heaven  direct  and  bless  thee, 
ever  prays  thine,  most  faithfully, 

«  C.O'C.  O'Brien." 

Erina,  and  her  gentle  friend  Rosaline,  mingled 
their  sighs  as  they  bedewed  these  letters  with  their 
tears,  which  fell  to  the  sorrows  of  Charles. 
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"  How  I  pity  the  griefs  of  my  poor  brother  !" 
ejaculated  Erina.  "  The  sufferings  of  Wilmot," 
sighed  Lady  Kinross,  "  equally  move  my  heart. 
Glorious  youth!"  she  cried,  with  enthusiastic 
energy,  "  thou  art  above  humanity" — — A  blush 
concluded  the  sentence. 

Erina,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  O'Brien's 
packet,  hurried  off  an  epistle  to  him,  full  of  the 
tenderness  and  sympathy  that  her  brother's  situa- 
tion inspired.  She  also  employed  herself  in  writ- 
ing to  Seraphina ;  and  whilst  Rosaline  was  occu- 
pied in  fulfilling  this  duty  of  friendship,  intelli- 
gence arrived  from  the  south  of  France,  by  an  ex- 
press to  the  Count  St.  Amand,  who  immediately 
acquainted  his  niece  that  Madame  de  Briangon 
was  no  more. 

Shocked  at  this  unexpected  information,  the 
tender  heart  of  Rosaline  experienced  more  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  viscountess  than  could  have  been 
supposed  from  her  recent  acquaintance  with  that 
relation.  The  news  of  her  death  was  acc©mpanied 
by  an  account  of  her  son's  recovery  from  the  fever 
she  had  caught  in  attending  him,  and  which  had 
proved  suddenly  fatal  to  her.  Lady  Kinross  learned 
that  the  viscount  was  expected  in  Paris  as  soon  as 
he  was  sufficiently  re-established  in  strength  to 
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bear  a  journey  to  the  metropolis.  She  was  sincerely 
glad  to  bear  her  cousin's  hie  had  been  spared,  al- 
though she  beiieved  her  uncle,  the  count,  would 
exert  his  influence  over  her  in  favour  of  his  ne- 
phew's addresses  : — and  she  was  soon  confirmed  in 
this  idea  by  the  count's  desire  that  she  would  leave 
the  convent  for  his  house,  as  the  Viscount  de 
Brian§on  was  soon  expected  in  Paris* 

The  invitation  to  the  Count  St.  Amand's  was 
riade  with  such  politeness  to  Erina,  and  Rosaline 
expressed  so  much  anxiety  for  the  company  of 
her  beloved  friend,  that  she  found  it  impossible  to 
refuse  the  united  solicitations  to  make  the  Hotel 
St.  Amand  her  abode  for  some  time. 

Shortly  after  their  leaving  the  convent,  a  letter 
arrived  from  Seraphina,  to  inform  her  beloved 
friends,  that  accounts  had  been  received  fromDonna 
Isabella,  stating  a  piteous  relation  of  the  declin- 
ing health  of  the  Duke  de  Las  Estrellas  ;  and  that 
as  his  end  was  quickly  approaching,  he  had  been 
seized  with  such  remorse  at  the  recollection  of  his 
cruel  conduct  towards  his  daughters,  Violante  and 
Dorothea,  that  it  had  been  found  expedient  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  situation  of  Lady  Herbert : 
in  consequence  of  which  her  father,  the  duke,  had 
entreated  to  see  her  and  her  daughter,  that  he. 
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might  bless  them  before  he  died,  and  make  all  the 
reparation  in  his  power  to  his  only  remaining 
child.  Seraphina  added,  that  this  intelligence  com- 
municated by  the  amiable  Donna  Isabella,  had 
made  Lord  Herbert  resolve  to  hasten  to  Madrid 
with  his  family,  and  that  they  were  then  on  the 
eve  of  sailing  for  Spain ;  whence  she  would  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  writing  to  her  beloved 
friends. 

As   this  letter   bore  nearly  the  same  date  of 
O'Brien's  to  his  sister,  and  mentioned,  with  regret, 
the  speedily  approaching  departure  of  Sir  Phelim's 
family  from  England,  without  communicating  any 
intelligence  respecting  Wilmot,  about  whom  the 
two  amiable  girls  were  extremely  interested,  they 
conjectured  that  Seraphina  remained  ignorant  of 
his  intention  of  quitting  Europe  for  the  territory 
of  Asia ;  and  Ro6aline  and  Erina  lamented  over 
the  probability  that  Lord  Herbert's  visit  to  Spain 
would  leave  Wilmot  at  full  liberty  to  execute  that 
romantic  project,  which  might  lead  him  into  ex- 
treme danger,   from  an   unhealthy,  and  often  a 
mortal  climate,  and  by  his  early  decease,  leave  all 
his  friends  to  mourn  the  untimely  fate  of  a  youth, 
whose  virtues  endeared  him  to  every  heart. 

The  two  affectionate  girls  often  devoted  the 
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tenderest  thoughts  and  best  wishes  to  their  travel- 
ling friends,  whose  absence  seemed  to  attach  the 
soul  of  Rosaline  and  Erina  in  closer  bonds.  They 
now,  more  than  ever,  considered  each  other,  not 
only  as  of  the  same  country,  but  as  sisters  in  a 
kingdom  where,  amongst  a  numerous  acquaint- 
ance, they  found  themselves  surrounded  by  beings 
in  every  respect  differing  widely,  not  only  from 
their  own  manners,  but  almost  directly  opposite 
in  character. 

Nothing  disgusted  their  delicacy  so  much  as 
that  spirit  of  gallantry  amongst  the  French,  which 
rendered  intrigues  so  common  and  so  licensed  be- 
tween married  persons :  and,  in  the  prospect  of  Ro- 
saline's union  with  her  cousin,  nothing  shocked  her 
refinement  of  mind,  and  her  rigid  principles,  more 
than  the  certainty  that  the  viscount  would  not  con- 
sider fidelity  to  his  nuptial  vows  as  any  part  of 
his  duty ;  and  that  she  herself,  however  decorous 
her  behaviour  might  be,  would  be  subject* to  im- 
pertinent advances,  from  the  prevalence  of  vicious 
modes:  and  that  even  in  preserving  her  virtue  un- 
sullied, her  delicacy  might  be  wounded,  since  she 
could  scarcely  flatter  herself  she  should  be  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  her  reputation  against  slander, 
or  the  suspicion  of  her  conduct  being  equally  free 
as  that  of  most  women  of  high  rank  in  France ; 
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where  avowed  and  admitted  adorers,  like  rouge, 
were  the  almost  necessary  appendages  of  a  fashion- 
able toilette,  and  considered  equally  important,  as 
admissible  in  morality.  Although  Rosaline  used 
no  art  in  the  decoration  of  her  person,  she  was 
far  from  thinking  the  care  about  appearance  and  a 
moderate  attention  to  dress  at  all  wrong,  espe- 
cially in  a  married  woman,  whose  duty  it  became 
to  render  herself  agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  the  man 
whom  it  was  equally  her  interest,  as  it  should  be 
her  study  to  please.  She  thought  that  a  decorous 
conformity  to  fashion  might  excuse  rouge,  and  she 
believed,  that  in  compliance  with  the  desire,  or 
even  the  taste,  of  the  viscount,  she  might  be  in- 
duced to  heighten  her  complexion ;  but  she  felt 
that  no  licence,  example,  or  persuasion,  could 
ever  reconcile  her  to,  or  lead  her  to  adopt  man- 
ners of  freedom,  for  which  her  education,  as  well 
as  her  sentiments,  gave  her  the  greatest  repugnance. 
Frequently  she  gloried  in  her  country — and  often, 
daily,  hourly,  lamented  her  being  torn  from  it  for 
ever.  u  Blessed  and  happy  kingdom,"  cried  Ro- 
saline, emphatically,  "  land  of  freedom  and  of 
wisdom,  long  mayest  thou  flourish  pre-eminent  in 
virtue  as  great  in  power  and  high  in  fame !  May 
thy  government  continue  unimpaired  in  lustre,  to 
crown  Britannia's  loyal  sons  with  wreaths  of  pa- 
rotic glory,  gained  in  thy  august  senate  by  su- 


72  THE    SOLDIERS    FAMILY; 

perior  knowledge  and  eloquence ;  won  on  the  wide 
extended  dominion  of  thy  royal  navy,  by  heroic 
and  unequalled  intrepidity  ;  reaped  on  the  field  of 
renown  by  the  warrior's  sword  with  invincible  va- 
lour ;  and  obtained  in  thy  sublime  church  by  doc- 
trines of  purest  faith  and  exalted  piety  !  And  may 
thy  fair  daughters,  Britain,  refined  in  elegance  as 
exquisite  in  beauty,  ever  arrayed  in  the  charming 
veil  of  modesty,  shine  bright  examples  of  every 
feminine  grace  and  virtue  to  surrounding  nations  !" 

Erina  had  not  long  left  the  convent  when  she 
received  a  short  melancholy  letter  from  her  brother, 
by  which  she  learned  the  safe  arrival  of  her  beloved 
family  at  Glenrock. 

O'Brien  meutioned  no  particulars  respecting  his 
friends  in  England.  He  dwelt  on  his  extreme  de- 
pression of  spirits ;  assuring  his  sister  her  affection 
was  his  chief  consolation  in  afflictive  circumstances, 
and  that  he  had  no  prospect  of  happiness  except 
in  the  idea  of  seeing  her  again  :  and  in  the  mean- 
while, arranging  his  affairs  at  Castle  Dermot,  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  render  his  tenants  indus- 
trious, flourishing,  and  good,  by  institutions  to 
that  effect,  which  he  should  leave  under  the  di- 
rection and  superintendence  of  his  worthy  grand- 
father, and  amiable  mother,  when  professional  duty 
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railed  him  from  his  native  home.  Every  sentence 
in  the  ietter  evinced  a  heart  oppressed  by  grief: 
and  Erina  earnestly  longed  to  be  near  her  brother, 
to  comfort  him  in  the  dejection  which  sympathy 
made  her  own  :  she  forbore,  however,  from  de- 
licacy, to  hint  her  desire  of  returning  home,  aware 
that  was  an  event  which  could  not  take  place  until 
after  the  marriage  of  her  friend,  of  which  she 
knew  her  dread;  and  she  therefore  abstained  from 
the  most  distant  allusion  that  could  awaken  Rosa- 
line to  think  of  that  time,  in  which  she  anticipated 
nothing  but  unhappiness. 

Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  Charles's  letter, 
Erina  received  one  from  Father  Murphy,  wherein 
he  demanded  a  confession  of  faith  from  her.  The 
priest  had,  with  a  great  degree  of  displeasure, 
heard  Mrs.  O'Brien  expatiate  on  the  spiritual  ad- 
vantage her  daughter  Mas  likely  to  obtain  in  the 
nunnery.  His  jealousy  was  excited  at  the  idea 
that  the  confirmation  of  his  late  pupil  in  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion,  might  be  attributed  solely 
to  the  lady  abbess,  and  to  the  friars  attendant  ou 
the  convent,  where  she  had  been  placed  witbou 
his  advice  having  been  consulted  ou  the  occasion; 
and  anxious  to  arrogate  to  himself  some  merit  and 
praise  relative  to  her  spiritual  concerns,  which  had 
formerly  been  entrusted  to  his  care,  he  now,  uuder 
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a  pretence  of  pious  zeal  and  affection  for  Erina, 
resumed  the  office  of  her  director,  and  even  con- 
fessor; and  with  all  the  craft  of  his  base  character, 
framed  his  exhortations  and  interrogations  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  stagger,  rather  than  confirm  in  the 
Popish  worship  and  doctrines,  one  who  had  been 
inclined  to  deviate  from,  rather  than  embrace  them 
in  preference  to  Protestantism. 

The  guileless  Erina  perceived  not  the  real  intent 
of  this  letter;  nor,  had  she  been  aware  of  Mur- 
phy's cunning,  was  her  innocent  mind  fitted  to 
cope  with,  or  parry  the  deep  arts  of  a  man,  whom 
a  depraved  nature,  low  situation,  and  powerful 
temptations,  originating  in  poverty  of  circum- 
stances, had  rendered  as  deeply  designing  as  he 
was  consummately  artful. 

fn  reply  to  the  priest's  letter  of  inquisitorially 
scrutinizing  examination,  Erina,  with  equal  mo- 
desty and  candour,  confessed  herself  yet  unsettled 
in  some  tenets  established  as  dogmas  in  the  Ro- 
mish church.  She  was,  indeed,  convinced,  this 
avowal  of  her  opinions  and  sentiments  would  sub- 
ject her  to  the  severest  censures  of  the  harsh 
Father  Murphy ;  but  she  felt  herself  obliged  to 
declare  facts,  and  preferred  the  consciousness  of 
unsullied  truth,  whatever  penalties  it  might  cost 
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her,  to  the  favour  of  a  man  she  feared  instead  of 
esteemed ;  and  whilst  she  trembled  at  the  expec- 
tation of  his  anathemas,  of  which  she  knew  alt 
the  violence-from  the  sufferings  his  acrimony  had 
inflicted  on  her  in  a  former  similar  occasion,  she 
felt  that  it  must  be  impossible  for  a  mind  of  in- 
tegrity to  deviate  from  rectitude;  which  teaches, 
that  to  mislead,  respecting  our  opinion,  or  even 
to  conceal  it  when  desired  to  declare  it,  is,  at 
best,  meanly  zvrong,  and  may  be  highly  criminal : 
for,  although  there  can  be  no  necessity  to  reveal 
our  sentiments  voluntarily,  yet  when  zee  are 
called  on  to  explain  them  without  reserve,  mora- 
lity then  requires  strict  sincerity  as  the  criterion 
of  truth,  too  sacredly  enjoined  christians  as  a 
religious  obligation,  to  be  even  tacitly  infringed 
by  prevarication,  subterfuge,  or  evasion. 
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"  Righteousness  alone  can  condemn  with  strict  justice;  and  since 
lhe  Sui)reme  Author  of  all  good  pardons  innumerable  crimes  com- 
mitted against  his  high  Majesty,  by  the  ingratitude  of  his  sinful 
creatures,  they  are  bound  to  forgive  each  other  mutual  offences, 
to  entitle  themselves  to  that  mercy  which  is  promised  to  christian 
charity." 


r 


.OS ALINE  and  her  friend  had  not  long  been 
inhabitants  of  the  Hotel  St.  Amand,  when  the 
former  discovered,  from  the  secret  confusion  of 
the  chevalier,  that  he  was  most  deeply  enamoured 
of  the  beautiful  Erina.  The  innocent  girl  herself, 
unconscious  of  her  own  charms  as  unsuspicious  of 
the  strong  impression  they  had  made  on  the  fancy 
of  Rosaline's  youthful  cousin,  was  equally  sur- 
•  prised  and  shocked  at  the  intelligence  of  Lady 
Kinross;  who  joined   in  thinking  with  her,   that 
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delicacy,  honour,  and  morality  bound  them  to  the 
discouragement  of  a  passion,  which  could  not  be 
listened  to  without  an  infringement  of  every  prin- 
ciple which  refinement  of  sentiment,  propriety  of 
conduct,  and  integrity  of  mind,  should  consider, 
not  only  as  points  of  decorum,  but  of  religion 
itself,  which  links  each  social  and  pious  duty  in  an 
inseparable  chain. 

"  I  have  assured  the  chevalier,"  said  Rosaline, 
"  that  my  sweet  friend's  heart  would  be  invulner- 
able against  illicit  vows." 

"  Certainly,"  cried  Erina,  with  eagerness;— 
"  were  I  even  prepossessed  with  the  tenderest 
s^tiinentS  towards  the  count's  son,  I  should  re- 
member that  my  obligations  for  his  polite  hospi- 
tality, the  consideration  I  owe  the  confidence  of 
Antoinette,  and  still  more,  the  respect  I  ought  to 
feel  for  my  own  character,  forbid  my  acting  in 
opposition  to  the  laws  of  moral  rectitude.  &% 
the  chevalier  has  never,  even  in  an  indirect  man- 
ner, disclosed  to  me  feelings  I  must  condemn,  i 
think  there  would  be  a  glaring  impropriety  in  my 
opening  on  such  a  delicate  subject  to  him,  even  by 
a  message  through  you,  my  beloved  Rosaline, 
whom  esteem  and  confident  render  our  mutual 
and  intimate  friend:  1  feel,  however,  there  would 
e  3 
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be  equal  indecorum  in  my  remaining  any  longer 
the.  inmate  of  a  family  where  my  presence  may 
occasion  unhappiness  ;  and  as  I  should  never  for- 
give myself  for  requiting  unworthily  the  civilities  of 
the  Count  and  Countess  St.  Amand,  by  rendering 
their  son  both  culpable  and  miserable  in  infidelity 
to  Mademoiselle  la  Fontaine,  I  consider  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  me  to  retire  from  this  abode  to  the 
convent.  As  a  plausible  excuse  for  this  sudden 
resolution  will  be  requisite,  and  as  the  true  reason 
for  my  abrupt  departure  cannot,  neither  ought  to 
be  given,  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  will  be  no 
breach  of  fact  in  mentioning,  that  I  feel  myself 
bound,  by  a  religious  obligation,  to  return  to  the 
nunnery ." 

Although  Rosaline  was  grieved  beyond  expres- 
sion at  the  idea  of  losing  her  beloved  companion, 
aware  the  count  would  object  to  her  retiring  from 
his  family  with  Erina,  at  the  moment  when  the 
viscount  was  expected,  and  notwithstanding  their 
separation  at  such  a  conjuncture  became,  if  pos-? 
sible,  doubly  distressing;  yet,  that  animated  at- 
tachment which  occasioned  such  feelings  of  acute- 
sorrow  at  the  prospect  of  this  painful  parting,  in- 
spired Rosaline  with  such  force  of  fortitude  as  to 
acquiesce  in  Erina's  leaving  her,  instead  of  endea- 
vouring to  oppose  it ;  believing  that  friendship  best. 
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evinced  its  sincerity  in  sacrificing  selfish  interests 
to  those  of  a  friend. 


Reduced  thus  to  an  unforeseen  necessity  of  be- 
ing divided,  the  affliction  it  caused  both  the  ami- 
able girls,  though  great,  had  not  power  to  make 
either  of  them  wish  to  relinquish  a  measure  each 
thought  an  act  of  virtue ;  at  whose  hallowed  shrine 
they  would  have  sacrificed  every  enjoyment  incom- 
patible with  it.  They  parted  with  many  tears ; 
consoled  by  the  idea  of  submission  to  duty,  and 
soothed  by  the  hope  of  frequent  interviews  at  the 
convent. 

Agnes,  though  sincerely  rejoiced  to  regain  her 
loved  companion,  lamented  the  separation  of  the 
attached  friend,  grieving  also  for  its  occasion; 
which  the  refined  delicacy  of  Erina  would  have 
wished  concealed,  but  which  Rosaline's  prompted 
her  disclosing  to  the  good  nun,  fearful  of  being 
condemned  by  her  tender  heart,  for  permitting  her 
beloved  associate  to  return  alone  to  the  gloom  of 
a  convent;  which  she  imagined  Agnes  might  have 
judged  unkind,  and  a  dereliction  of  friendship,  had 
she  remained  ignorant  of  the  reasons  that  actuated 
their  conduct  in  an  affair  where  necessity  had  re- 
quired steps  that  might  have  seemed  to  the  nun 
dictated  by  caprice  and  diminished  affection. 
e  4 
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Erina,  now  the  only  British  inhabitant  of  this 
monastic  edifice,  would  have  felt  deserted  and  so- 
litary indeed,  had  not  the  kind  sister  Agnes  endea- 
voured to  supply,  by  her  constant  assiduities,  the 
pleasures  lost  by  the  absence  of  Lady  Kinross. 
Her  saloon,  no  longer  cheered  by  her  presence, 
or  Seraphina's,  became  daily  more  drearily  melan- 
choly as  the  winter  advanced  ;  and  in  the  height  of 
November's  gloom  Erina's  heart  sunk  here  in  so- 
litude, unless  the  good  nun,  when  liberated  from 
the  numerous  duties  her  strict  order  imposed  as 
daily  almost  hourly  obligations,  came,  not  to  en- 
liven the  sorrowful  girl,  but  to  sympathize  with 
her  in  the  sad  sensations  of  a  situation  dull  in  the 
extreme. 

Rosaline,  strict  in  the  observance  of  friendship, 
performed  every  thing  in  her  power  to  evince  its 
steadiness  and  tenderness.  She  called  daily  on 
Erina ;  but  seldom  saw  her  alone,  as  the  respect 
necessary  on  her  part  to  the  lady  abbess,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  superior  to  her  late  inmate, 
Lady  Kinross,  brought  them  always  together;  when 
the  latter,  in  visiting  her  friend,  felt  herself  under 
an  obligation  of  enquiring  for  the  abbess.  Her 
presence  repressed  that  mutual  confidence  and 
enthusiastic  intercommunication  of  soul,  which 
youthful,  energetic   hearts  enjoy    with   rapturous 
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delight,  as  the  testimony  of  a  sincere,  faithful, 
animated,  and  exalted  friendship.  Rosaline's 
mind  had  a  thousand  things  to  impart  to  Erina, 
and  she  had  as  many  interrogations  to  make  rela- 
tive to  her  friend's  situation,  which  the  frigidly  dig- 
nified deportment  of  the  stately  superior  checked, 
as  the  chill  breath  of  frost  nips  the  vernal  buds 
from  disclosing,  while  it  binds  in  icy  chains  the 
fountain  which  would  otherwise  play  and  refresh 
the  verdure  of  its  margin.  The  Countess  St. 
Amand,  and  her  daughter-in-law  elect,  frequently 
accompanied  Lady  Kinross  to  the  convent ;  who, 
prevented  thus  any  confidential  conversation  with 
Erina,  commenced  an  epistolary  intercourse  with 
her  soon  after  her  separation. 

By  this  means  Rosaline  communicated  the  in- 
telligence of  the  viscount's  arrival;  and  that,  as  she 
.  had  anticipated,  he  was  not  a  man  calculated  to 
make  her  happy.  An  additional  expression  of  de- 
jection on  her  sweet  face,  indicated  an  increased 
sensation  of  uneasiness,  which  demanded  all  the 
sympathy  of  Erina.  This  gentle  girl  herself  was 
now  no  longer  the  gaily  volatile  creature,  in  whose 
eyes  vivacity  had  so  lately  sparkled,  on  whose 
cheek  the  joy  of  youth  bloomed  brilliantly,  whilst 
the  rosy  dimples  of  frequent  smiles  shewed  a  heart 
light  as  her  manners  were  innocently  sportive. 
e  5 
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Tears  now  frequently  stood  tremulously  lustrous 
on  the  long  silky  lashes  of  her  bright  eyes,  and  fell 
impearled  upon  the  blush  of  agitation,  while  smiles 
of  ineffable  softness  still  sat  upon  her  ruby  lips, 
not,  as  formerly,  descriptive  of  mirth,  but  bearing 
in  them  an  expression  more  touching  to  the  soul 
of  sentiment,   as  it  marked  that   her  sensibility, 
though  acute,  was  void  of  any  impatience  under 
extreme  suffering.     Notwithstanding  her  eager  de- 
sires to  revisit  her  dear  native  land,  to  be  restored 
to  the  peaceful  abode  of  the  paternal  dwelling,  to 
be  encircled  by  her  loved  relations,  to  be  pressed 
to  the  maternal  bosom,  and  to  receive  happiness 
in  consoling   a  sorrowing  brother,  yet  her  consi- 
derate and  tender  affection  for  her  fair  friend  pre- 
vented a  wish  for  the  completion  of  an  event  which 
must  render  Rosaline   more   miserable   than  she 
already  appeared.     Her  letters  at  length  commu- 
nicated the  unexpected  information,  that  her  uncle, 
the  count,  had  assured  her  he  should  not  press  her 
union  with  his  nephew,  since  it  seemed  contrary 
to  her   inclination ;  and  that  the  viscount  himself 
had  liberated  her  from  her  engagement  to  him,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  count.     Rosaline, 
on  this  subject,  thus  expressed  herself:  "  Surely 
1  must  be  the  most  unreasonably  capricious  mor- 
tal breathing,  to  feel  as   I  do  on  this  occasion. 
Would  you  believe,,  my  dear  Erina;  that  I  am  no 
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silly  as  to  dislike  my  cousin  de  Briancon  the  more 
for  the  coldness  with  which  he  addressed  me,  and 
the  ease  with  which  he  relinquishes  claims  on  me, 
that,  by  enforcing,    would  have   plunged    me  in 
misery  ?  I  can  only  solve  this  enigma  to  myself  by 
discovering,  in  a  diligent  examination  of  my  heart, 
that  I  really  mingle  not  the  least  pique  with  my 
disapprobation  of  the   viscount:  his  indifference 
has  not  wounded  my  vanity ;  for  certainly  I  have 
not  the  fault  of  coquetry,  which   delights  in  the 
base  criminality  of  ensnaring  a  heart  in  a  passion 
it  means   not  to  requite   by  any  return.     No,  my 
friend,  believe  me  untainted  by  that  vice,  to  clear 
myself  of  which  I  am  compelled  to  avow  an  ab- 
surdity, perhaps  a  great  foible,  and  that  is,  a  most 
romantic  fastidiousness,  that  in  me  amounts  to  a 
serious  error.     My  notions  of  love  are  so  high- 
flown,  beyond  all  reason  and  nature,  as  to  make 
me  think  every  man  unworthy  of  notice,  and  even 
of  esteem,  who,  pretending  to  be  a  lover,  is  insen- 
sible to    the   refined  passion    of  that    character. 
Had  the  viscount  voluntarily  declined  offering  me 
his  hand,  because  1  had  failed  to  inspire  him  with 
sentiments  sufficiently  tender  for  a  union  for  life, 
1  should  have  valued  him  as  a  noble,  delicate,  and 
disinterested  young  man ;  but  seeing  his  coldness 
by  the  facility  with  which  he  desisted   from  ad- 
dresses that  he  would  have  persisted  in  paying. 
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liad  it  not  been  for  our  uncle's  interference,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  de  Brian^-on's  soul  a  stranger  to 
those  refined  and  generous  feelings  we  have  agreed 
in  thinking  constituted  the  perfection  of  the  exalt- 
ed Wilmot's  mind. 

"  And  now,  my  Erina,  since  1  am  free  of  anj 
engagement  that  renders  the  confession  either  in- 
delicate or  criminal,  I  am  tempted  to  acknowledge 
a  weakness  even  greater  than  romance  carried  to 
an  extreme :  this  weakness  is,  a  predilection  so 
strong  for  Wilmot's  character,  that  I  should  feel 
it  impossible  ever  to  join  my  destiny  with  any 
being  who  united  not  in  himself  the  qualities  which 
distinguish  him. 

"  Sensible  of  my  having  formed  notions  re- 
specting love  and  matrimony  improbable  to  be 
realized,  I  am  firmly  resolved  never  to  risk  the 
danger  of  a  disappointment  in  the  choice  of  a 
lover.  Henceforth,  my  Erina,  I  devote  myself  to 
friendship — yes,  my  dear  girl,  I  purpose  to  live 
and  die  your  maiden  friend  !  In  a  state  of  celibacy, 
if  not  superlatively  blessed,  I  shall  at  least  escape 
all  the  misery  my  lively  imagination  pictures,  must 
be  attendant  on  an  union  uncemented  by  a  perfect 
esteem,  and  the  most  enthusiastic  affection,  which 
would  be  requisite  to  my  own  happiness,  and  the 
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only  means  of  ensuring  that  of  a  husband,  whom, 
in  accepting,  I  should  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent  on 
me  to  render  superlatively  blessed. 

"  Since  your  retreat  to  the  convent,  my  be- 
loved friend.,  1  have  been  most  anxious  to  restore 
you  to  the  bosom  of  your  family,  because  circum- 
stances have  cruelly  denied  me  the  felicity  of  en- 
joying your  society  with  propriety  at  the  Count  St. 
Amand's.  As  my  uncle  knows  I  am  bound,  by  a 
sacred  engagement,  to  convey  you  to  Ireland,  he 
consents  to  my  accompanying  you  thither,  and  has 
allowed  me  to  accept  Lady  Margaret  M'Pherson's 
mvitation  to  join  her  travelling  party,  which  is  to 
leave  Paris  early  in  spring  for  London,  whence 
she  is  to  proceed  to  Dublin.  Her  ladyship  is 
daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Northallerton,  and 
reckons  herself  my  relation,  on  account  of  my 
grandmother's  descent  from  that  family.  Although 
but  distantly  connected  with  her,  I  love  her  as  a 
most  amiable  woman.  She  is  married  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Mr.  M'Pherson,  who  means  to  visit  Ire- 
land, on  a  tour  of  pleasure,  with  his  sister,  united 
to  an  agreeable  gay  Hibernian,  Lord  Leixlip. 

"  Since  my  introduction  to  them  at  the  Duke 

la  Fontaine's,  I  have  been  flattered  by  the  highest 

marks  of  their  regard.     The  whole  party  love  you 
6 
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from  my  description,  and  anticipate  infinite  plea- 
sure in  your  joining  me  as  their  travelling  compa- 
nion. Lady  Margaret  and  Mr.  M'Pherson  laugh) 
and  tell  me  they  will  never  consent  to  part  from 
me,  and  that  I  must  live  with  them  as  their 
adopted  daughter." 

Rosaline,  now  relieved  from  a  state  of  painful 
anxiety,  resumed  all  the  playful  vivacity  which  had 
formerly  rendered  her  charmingly  engaging  ;  and 
Erina,  rejoicing  in  the  peace  her  dear  friend  ex~ 
perienced,  felt  herself  relieved  from  some  portion 
of  uneasiness.  She  now  permitted  herself  to  talk 
with  delight  of  returning  to  her  dear  native  coun- 
try ;  and  expressed  her  eager  wishes  of  rejoining 
her  beloved  brother,  to  console  him,  and  raise 
his  spirits,  by  her  affectionate  efforts  to  enliven 
the  scenes  of  Glenrock,  anticipating  with  joy  the 
pleasure  her  family  would  receive  from,  the  pre- 
ience.  of  her  friend. 

Erina's  pleasing  prospect  was,  however,  soon 
overcast  by  a  dark  cloud,  which,  spreading  a  gloom 
around,  threatened  a  tremendous  storm.  A  letter 
from  Father  Murphy,  full  of  the  bitterest  invec- 
tive, informed  her,  that  as  a  punishment  for  her 
abominable  heresy,  she  must  remain  in  exile, 
without  a  hope  of  returning  to  her  relations,  until 
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she  had  solemnly  abjured  the  blasphemous  errors 
she  dared  to  entertain  and  confess,  relative  to  the 
holy  mother  church.  Following  this  severe  de- 
nunciation, the  priest  drew  up  a  catalogue  of 
Popish  articles  of  faith,  to  which  he  required  her 
entire  and  formal  assent ;  on  which  condition 
alone  she  could  obtain  a  release  from  the  convent. 
Murphy  had  found,  by  a  letter  from  Erina  to  her 
brother,  which  had  been  read  in  the  family  as  a 
general  address,  that  she  was  impatiently  anxious 
to  return  to  the  paternal  mansion ;  and  the  artful 
priest  assured  her  mother  it  would  be  the  best, 
perhaps  the  only  means,  of  effecting  his  pupil's 
confirmation  in  the  Romish  faith,  to  make  her 
positive  subscription  to  its  doctrines  a  condition: 
of  her  rejoining  her  friends,  as  it  was  an  event  too 
ardently  and  eagerly  desired  to  admit  of  her  delay- 
ing it  by  refractory  perseverance.  The  priest 
now  prided  himself  on  the  discovery  of  an  excel- 
lent expedient,  by  which  he  could  arrogate  en- 
tirely the  whole  glory  of  Erina's  conversion  from 
a  state  of  reprobation  ; — and  flattering  himself  it 
would  be  equally  attributed  to  him  as  a  merit  in 
Heaven,  as  in  the  sight  of  her  mother,  he  felt  con- 
vinced of  ensuring  by  it  not  only  the  approbation 
of  Providence,  but  his  undoubted  claim  to  un- 
ceasing gratitude  from  Mrs.  O'Brien  for  the  salva- 
tion of  her  child  i  and  that,  in  consequence  of  it> 
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he  should  be  canonized  in  her  opinion,  and  thus 
obtain  the  most  unbounded  sway  over  both  mo- 
ther and  daughter,  till  the  latest  period  of  his  life  ; 
or,  in  case  of  outliving  them,  gain  a  very  con- 
siderable bequest  for  important  services. 

On  the  receipt  of  Father  Murphy's  address, 
Erina  saw  misery  impending,  which  it  was  equally 
impossible  for  her  to  terminate  as  avoid ;  for  her 
soul  was  too  steady  in  adherence  to  virtue  to.  warp 
from  its  dictates  through  interested  motives  ;  her 
principles  were  too  pure  to  permit  her  to  purchase 
any  enjoyment,  or  shun  any  suffering,  at  the  high 
price  of  sacrificing  that  undeviating  rectitude  which 
told  her  peremptorily,  she  must  neither  yield  up 
opinions  she  firmly  believed  strictly  right,  nor  de- 
ceitfully feign  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  what 
appeared  to  her  judgment  erroneous. 

Deeply  grieved,  yet  resolute  in  conscious  in- 
tegrity, the  afflicted  girl  took  up  her  pen,  not  to 
address  the  severe  confessor,  but  her  gentle  mo- 
ther. Under  the  guidance  of  her  best  judgment, 
and  the  inspiration  of  exquisite  sensibility,  radiant 
truth,  and  exalted  piety,  tiie  charming  Erina  wrote 
a  letter  so  replete  with  sentiment,  so  strikingly 
just,  so  marked  with  virtue,  that  it  was  calculated 
to  touch  the  hardest  heart  with  acute  feeling,  to 
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convince  the  most  profound  understanding  of  the 
correctness  of  her  sense,  and  to  impress  every 
mind  with  the  pre-eminent  virtue  of  her's.  With 
firmness,  tempered  by  extreme  respect  and  sweet- 
ness of  expression,  she  avowed  herself  absolutely 
unable  to  subscribe  to  a  tenet  in  the  Romish 
church,  that  appeared  to  her  contrary  to  the  true 
spirit  and  fundamental  principle  of  our  blessed 
Saviour's  doctrine,  which  breathed  his  own  divine 
nature  in  all  its  celestial  beneficence.  She  said 
she  could  not  help  thinking  the  church  of  Rome 
assumed  an  unwarrantable  licence,  in  pronouncing 
decidedly  the  eternal  condemnation  of  every  chris- 
tian sect  that  did  not  conform  to  every  minute 
article  of  the  Popish  credence  and  worship  :  she 
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supposition,  and  confessed  that,  instead  of  sub- 
scribing to  it,  she  cherished  the  hope,  and  even  a 
trust,  that  every  sincere  believer  in  the  Redeemer's 
atonement  might  be,  through  infinite  mercy,  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Almighty  Father  of  his  creatures. 

This  letter,  so  calculated  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  maternal  love,  had  all  the  effect  which  it 
might  have  been  expected  to  produce  on  the  mild 
nature  of  Mrs.  O'Brien.  But  every  means  she 
tried  to  soften  the  obdurately  inflexible  priest, 
served  only  to  harden  his  heart.     His  severe  dis* 
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position  saw,  in  the  exertion  of  a  mother's  tender- 
ness to  shield  her  child  from  his  rage,  guilt  equal 
to  Erina's,  in  daring  to  entertain  heretical  opinions, 
to  avow  them,  and  not  only  attempt  to  justify 
them,  but  endeavour  to  influence  her  parent  to 
excuse  the  crime.  Mrs.  O'Brien's  unfortunate 
interference  to  protect  her  daughter  from  the  con- 
fessor's indignation,  irritated  his  violent  spirit  j  and, 
exasperated  to  the  utmost  pitch,  he  breathed  all 
the  rancour  of  his  soul  in  the  most  terrific  threats, 
and  thundered  such  tremendous  anathemas,  that 
the  timidly  gentle  mind  of  Mrs.  O'Brien,  unable 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  Father  Murphy's  passionate 
acrimony,  submitted  itself  to  him  as  the  only  mode 
of  appeasing  the  anger  of  her  harsh  director.  Ap- 
prehensive that  Erina's  ascendency  over  her  mo- 
ther might  injure  his,  and  destroy  his  interest,  he 
conceived  a  scheme  of  separating  them,  to  retain 
the  situation  he  began  now  to  be  afraid  of  losing 
through  Erina's  influence.  Her  letter  had  dis- 
played a  force  of  mind,  a  depth  of  intelligence, 
and  an  energy  of  character,  which  convinced  him 
he  could  no  longer  assume  the  power  of  a  master 
over  a  girl,  too  enlightened  in  her  understanding 
not  to  detect  the  ignorance  in  himself,  of  which 
he  was  conscious ;  and  fearing  an  exposure  that 
would  subject  him  to  contempt  if  he  entered  the 
lists  of  disputation  with  his  late  pupil,  whom  he 
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could  no  longer  direct  as  a  docile  child,  his  plan 
Mas  to  alarm  her  mother  into  compliance  with  his 
severe  decree,  which  would  effectually  cut  off  all 
future  communication  between  her  and  Erina. 

Having,  by  outrageous  vehemence,  awakened 
the  pious  fears  and  tender  conscience  of  the  timid 
Mrs.  O'Brien,  to  assist  him  in  his  double  project 
of  safety  and  vengeance,  he  prevailed  on  her  to. 
write  a  letter  to  her  daughter,  under  his  dictation, 
to  inform  her  that,  as  an  expiation  of  her  dread- 
ful offence  against  the  church  of  Rome,  she  must 
submit  to  any  penance  the  superior  and  confessors 
of  the  convent  thought  fit  to  enjoin,  for  the  dread- 
ful sin  of  heresy ;  and  that,  in  order  to  keep  her- 
self clear  froin  say  participation  in  her  eso-nTioii? 
and  shocking  crime,  she  held  herself  obliged  to 
yield  her  daughter  up  entirely  to  the  guidance  of 
the  lady  abbess,  and  to  the  will  of  the  friars  at- 
tendant on  the  nunnery,  in  consequence  of  which 
she  could  receive  no  appeal  against  their  authority, 
under  penalty  of  excommunication  ;  and  that  she 
had  written  to  the  superior,  to  invest  her  with  all 
the  power  necessary  to  enforce  that  conversion 
she  sincerely  prayed  might  touch  the  soul  of  her 
erring  child. 

Accompanying  these  letters  to  Erina  and  the 
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abbess  from  Mrs.  O'Brien,  was  an  address  to  the 
superior  from  Father  Murphy,  in  which  he  en- 
joined her,  as  she  valued  her  own  salvation,  to 
secure  that  of  her  pensioner,  by  enforcing  her 
speedy  assumption  of  the  veil,  as  the  only  mode 
of  retaining  her  or  her  mother  in  the  true  catho- 
lic faith.  The  priest  mentioned  with  horror  the 
avowed  heresies  of  the  daughter,  and  the  influence 
she  had  obtained  over  her  parent  to  make  her  ex- 
cuse her  heretical  opinions  ;  and  he  concluded, 
by  exhorting  the  abbess  to  the  best  exertion  of  her 
zeal,  advising  her  to  take  advantage  of  the  licence 
she  had  obtained  under  Mrs.  O'Brien's  signature, 
and  force  Erina  into  her  order  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  prevent  her  perdition;  adding,  as  a  necessary 
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praiseworthy  undertaking,  not  to  permit  Erina's 
communication  with  her  parents,  or  any  other 
person,  by  letter  or  interview,  until  all  danger  of 
the  frustration  of  their  intention  was  over,  by  her 
having  *aken  the  religious  vows  and  habits ;  which 
would  thenceforth  preclude  all  possibility  of  her 
intercourse  with  the  world,  or  a  discovery  of  the 
manner  in  which  her  sequestration  from  it  had 
been  effected.  As  a  sure  mode  of  securing  him- 
self from  being  at  all  suspected,  or  upbraided  by 
any  person,  as  the  author  of  Erina's  religious 
seclusion,  which  he  was  certain  her  mother  was 
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not  aware  could  happen,  be  desired  the  lady  abbess 
might  represent  it  as  the  free  choice  of  her  pen- 
sioner, lest  the  idea  of  its  having  been  enforced 
should  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  superior, 
the  convent,  and  their  religion  ;  which  completely 
solved  to  the  conscience  of  the  priest  this  fraud 
as  perfectly  justifiable,  since  it  was  practised  in 
the  cause  of  the  true  faith.  He  omitted  not  to 
touch  on  this  subject ;  but  his  persuasions  were 
not  necessary  to  make  the  lady  abbess  see  the 
duty  of  saving  the  soul  of  a  fellow-creature,  which 
she  thought  in  danger.  Immediately  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  her  orders,  she  acted  with  all  the  autho- 
rity Father  Murphy  himself  could  have  wished. 

The  hapless  object  of  his  anger,  fear,  and  hatred, 
thunderstruck  by  the  denunciation  of  the  superior, 
saw  no  way  of  avoiding  the  tremendous  power  to 
which  her  mother  had  subjected  her.  She  beheld 
herself  immured  for  life  in  a  gloomy  prison,  and 
in  the  dungeon  of  despair  found  herself  shackled 
with  eternal  chains. 

Dead  to  her  relations  and  every  earthly  view, 
her  soul,  buoyed  on  the  wings  of  hope,  gazed 
with  the  eye  of  faith  on  joys  beyond  the  grave  ; 
and  her  mind  regaiued  that  calm  which  pious  con- 
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fidence  inspires  in  a  christian  heart  amidst  the 
most  direful  calamities  of  life.  Regarding  this 
world  as  a  mere  passage  to  that  celestial  and  eter- 
nal residence,  where  beatitude  is  promised  as  the 
reward  of  holiness,  she  endeavoured  to  adhere  to 
that  line  of  conduct  which  would  ensure  her  future 
felicity.  Erina  had  studied  her  duties  so  atten- 
tively in  the  careful  perusal  of  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures, that  they  were  indelibly  imprinted  in  her  re- 
tentive memory,  and  impressed  most  deeply  in 
her  heart :  her  mind,  ever  innocent  and  virtuous 
amidst  worldly  temptations  to  error,  now  sur- 
rounded by  the  severest  trials,  became  angelic. 
Charming  in  the  days  of  her  childhood,  she  had 
advanced  hourly  in  perfection  as  her  years  in- 
creased, and  was  now  almost  superior  to  human 
nature,  and  an  example  that  it  possesses  the  power, 
where  the  zcill  is  not  deficient,  to  emulate  the  spi- 
rits of  beings  above  this  world. 

Delivered  over  to  the  guidance  of  the  lady 
abbess,  and  to  the  direction  of  a  rigid  confessor, 
she  submitted  without  a  murmur  to  the  innumera- 
ble and  severe  penances  enjoined  for  the  expiation 
of  what  was  deemed  her  errors.  She  wept  over 
the  lines  that  had  consigned  her  to  the  cruellest 
persecutions,  without  feeling  the  slightest  iuclina- 
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tion  to  resentment  against  the  authors  of  her  suf- 
ferings. Her  mother's  idea,  ever  sacred,  was  still 
cherished  in  the  enthusiastic  affection  of  filial 
duty ;  and  she  ventured  not  even  to  think  herself 
cruelly  treated  by  the  parent  who  had  given  her 
up  to  a  life  of  exile  and  wretchedness.  With 
affections  still  warm  as  her  heart  was  pure,  she 
would  have  died  for  that  mother;  and  fervently 
praying  she  might  never  be  visited  by  unhappiness, 
she  resolved  to  endure  every  possible  misery  in 
silence,  rather  than  attempt  to  free  herself  from 
her  present  dreadful  situation,  at  the  risk  of  occa- 
sioning her  parent  one  pang  either  of  remorse  or 
fear. — "  Fear  not,  my  mother,"  cried  the  weep- 
ing Erina,  mentally,  "  that  your  child  will  expose 
you  to  any  pain  or  alarm  by  an  appeal,  which 
might  draw  on  you  the  calamity  of  excommunica- 
tion !  No,  you  shall  not  suffer  either  that  dis- 
tress or  disgrace  through  my  fault ;  neither  shall 
you  ever  learn  the  sorrows  which  rend  my  soul,  at 
the  sad  idea  that  I  shall  never  more  behold  my 
country  nor  my  relations.  Dear  land  of  my  nati- 
vity, adieu  for  ever !  Beloved  friends  of  my  heart, 
farewell,  until  we  meet  in  Heaven  !'? 

As  Erina  thus  internally  ejaculated  in  the  dis- 
mal cell  now  allotted  her,  she  sunk  upon  her  knees 
on  the  cold  rugged  stone,  placed  by  her  hard  com- 
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fortless  mattress,  for  her  private  devotions.  Her 
beautiful  bright  eyes,  raised  towards  Heaven, 
beamed  fervent  piety,  while  tears,  streaming  down 
her  roseate  eheeks,  fell  impearled  upon  her  snowy 
heaving  bosom;  her  delieate  hands,  clasped  and 
uplifted,  called  attendant  angels  to  waft  her  vows 
to  the  celestial  throne  ;  and  a  sweet  smile  of  pious 
resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  gave  to  her  coun- 
tenance an  expression  so  truly  seraphic,  that  a 
painter  in  endeavouring  to  seize  the  beauty  of  her 
face,  the  sublimity  of  her  air  and  figure.,  and  the 
grace  of  her  attitude,  to  give  mortals  an  idea  of  a 
beatified  saint,  might,  in  the  enthusiasm  her  love- 
liness inspired,  have  been  seduced  to  idolatry. 

As  Erina,  in  the  agony  of  her  soul,  deplored 
her  miserable  situation,  she  prayed  fervently  for 
the  authors  of  her  woes  :  she  entreated  Heaven  to 
avert  from  her  beloved  mother,  with  every  other 
affliction,  that  of  remorse  for  having  sacrificed  an 
only  daughter  to  a  life  of  sad  imprisonment  within 
the  dreary  walls  of  a  tomb,  whence  there  could  be 
no  possibility  of  a  release  until  the  final  and  tre- 
mendous day  of  judgment.  Erina's  thoughts 
paused  at  the  idea  of  that  day,  to  some  so  full  of 
horror  and  consternation  :  her  soul,  however, 
looked  forward  to  it  with  faith,  as  the  bright  dawn 
of  an  effulgent  and  eternal  day  of  happiness.    Her 
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heart  bounded  with  rapture  at  the  prospect  of 
endless  bliss,  in  the  unceasing  joys  of  which  the 
griefs  of  life  would  be  forgotten  ;  or,  if  remem- 
bered and  reverted  to,  would  give,  if  possible, 
more  ecstasy  to  the  possession  of  that  beatitude 
attained  through  patient  sufferings,  in  a  humble 
hope  of  salvation,  founded  on  faith  in  the  all-suffi- 
cient atonement  for  the  accumulated  sins  of  a 
guilty  world.  In  this  blessed  dependance,  the 
amiable  girl's  heart  felt  elated,  as  with  a  present 
felicity  in  its  anticipation.  Her  tears  ceased  to 
flow,  as  the  brilliant  blaze  of  beatific  futurity  shone 
on  her  virtuous  mind,  and  irradiated  the  present 
scene.  Erina's  heart,  expanded  by  benevolence, 
again  prayed  fervently  for  her  enemies  ;  and  when 
she  supplicated  for  wisdom  and  grace  to  know 
and  fulfil  ail  Christian  duties  as  she  ought,  she  in- 
terceded that  no  sin  might  be  imputed  to  the 
mistaken  zeal  of  her  persecutors.  She  was  too 
deeply  impressed  with  the  love  of  heavenly  charity 
to  fail  in  its  essential  points,  and  too  well  apprized 
it  was  enjoined  as  an  obligation  of  Christianity,  to 
believe  the  species  of  persecution  she  endured 
could  be  consistent  with  the  mild  doctrines  of  a 
religion,  which  guided  even  its  strict  justice  by 
the  lenient  rules  of  infinite  mercy.  The  severe 
opinions  entertained  of  her  by  the  superior  and 
confessors  of  the  convent,  when,  upon  a  rigidly 
vol.  in.  F 
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scrutinizing  self-examination,  her  conscience  did 
not  accuse  her  of  any  criminal  interpretation  of  the 
sacred  volume,  where   the  precepts  of  faith  and 
morality  are  equally  simple  as  they  are  sublime ; 
and  the  cruelly  harsh  treatment  she  experienced 
from  the  lady  abbess,  and  priests  attendant  on  the 
nunnery,  instead  of  enforcing  their  opinions,  would 
have  estranged  Erina  from  the  Romish  church, 
had  she  not  thought  it  wrong  to  change  her  reli- 
gion from  interested  motives.     She  was  obliged  to 
assume  the  religious  habit,  and  submit  to  the  ut- 
most rigours  of  the  order,  into  which  the  superior 
told  her  she  should  soon  be  compelled  to  enter. 
The  sisterhood,    in  the  meanwhile,  treated  her 
with  a  severity  calculated  to  make  her  feel  all  the 
horrors  of  her  situation.     Yet,amidst  all  the  trials 
to  which  she  was  every  moment  exposed,  the  re- 
membrance of  her  Redeemer's  sufferings  and  in- 
junctions, made  her  woes  sit  lightly  ;  her  tears  of 
sorrov  were  mingled  with  smiles  of  complacency, 
and  forgiveness  of  her  tormentors,  with   prayers 
for  their  everlasting  happiness^  followed  every  out- 
rage they  committed  against  her. 

When  Erina  left  the  convent  with  Lady  Kinross, 
their  musical  instruments,  with  every  implement 
for  painting,  and  all  their  books,  were  removed  to 
the  Hotel  St.  Amand  ;  and  as  Erina  returned  to 
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the  nunnery  in  the  hope  and  expectation  of  soon 
quitting  it  for  Ireland,  she  left  all  her  things,  ex- 
cept some  plain  apparel,  under  her  friend's  care, 
to  be  packed  up  for  their  intended  journey  when- 
ever it    became  practicable   for   them   to   leave 
France.     In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the 
absence  of  Erina's  library,  harp,  and   drawing- 
boxes,  had  often  been  a  serious  regret  to  her  ;  and 
amongst  all  her  heavy  misfortunes,  she  lamented 
that  the  bigotry  of  her  persecutors  now  interdict- 
ed her  absolutely    the    innocent  amusements  of 
music,  painting,  and  elegant  authors ;  which  might 
liave  beguiled  many  sorrowful  hours.      She  had 
never  pursued  her  various  accomplishments  for 
celebrity;  the  pleasures  she  derived  from  them 
originated  in  a  great  taste  for  the  fine  arts  :  but 
she  was  now  forced  to  relinquish  them,  with  every 
other  enjoyment  of  life  ;  and  bestowed  a  daily  sigh 
to  the   deprivation   of  her  favourite  instrument, 
dear,  to  her  heart  as  the  sweetest  voice  of  harmony, 
the  insigne  of  Hibernia,  and  her  beloved  brother's 
gift.     She  often  wept  at  the  idea  of  its  being  lost 
to  her  for  ever.    "  If,"  thought  the  disconsolate 
girl,  u  the  severity  of  the  regulations  to  which  I 
am  submitted,  prevent  my  sweeping  in  plaintive, 
and  even  sacred  accords,  the  strings  of  that  dulcet 
instrument  on  which  the  royal  musician  and  pious 
psalmist  praised  his  great  Creator  with  the  ac- 
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cepted  fervour  of  enthusiastic  devotion  ;  yet,  surely* 
it  could  not  have  been  accounted  a  crime  in  me  by 
the  eternal  Author  of  Heaven,  that  I  received  a 
melancholy  gratification  in  retaining  in  my  posses- 
sion, keeping  in  view  the  testimony  of  my  brother's 
affection,  which  I  faithfully  promised  mine  would 
ever  carefully  preserve  for  his  sake  :  surely  my 
harp,  untouched,  and  standing  silent  in  my  cell 
for  spiders  to  weave  their  webs  around  its  strings, 
Vi'ould  have  been,  as  a  memento  of  past  joys,  a 
striking  lesson  to  my  heart,  to  fix  its  love  on  things 
beyond  the  tomb ;  since  the  most  refined  and  in- 
nocent terrestrial  enjoyments  die  in  the  hour  that 
gives  them  birth. 

u  The  sounds  of  melody  are  lost  in  silence 
— the  colours  of  the  most  perfect  painting  fade 
away — the  sculptor's  labours  crumble  from  exqui- 
site symmetry  to  mishapen  pieces — the  stupendous 
monuments  of  the  architect's  art  and  human  power, 
resisting  the  tempest's  rage  for  ages,  at  length 
moulder  into  ruins — man  himself  dissolves  into  his 
parent  dust,  with  the  beauteous  produce  of  the 
earth  ; — but  ;  s  the  d  caying  flowers  rebloom,  as  the 
trees  and  herbage  are  renewed  in  verdure,  the 
spirit  is  to  rise  to  life  immortal  amidst  the  wreck 
of  perishing  worlds,  to  adore  for  ever  the  Omni- 
potent Author  of  all  things." 
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All  Erina's  reflections  soared  from  terrestrial, 
evanescent  objects  to  celestial  subjects  :  she  had 
always  accustomed  her  thoughts  to  mount  on  mo- 
ralizing wings ;  and  her  mind,  horn  constant  ex- 
ercise in  pious  contemplations,  had  acquired  a 
habit  of  reading  in  the  minutest  thing,  or  the  most 
trivial  incident,  a  volume  of  heavenly  truths.  By 
this  means  every  object  was  to  Erina  a  book  of 
learning,  all  places  a  temple  of  science  and  wor- 
ship, each  thought  a  devotional  act;  and  her  soul, 
in  all  situations,  was  spiritualized  to  angelic  per- 
fection. She  required  no  seclusion  from  the  world, 
who,  amidst  its  greatest  pleasure,  valued  it  not 
above  its  real  worth.  She  was  not  a  morose  cynic, 
decrying  every  thing  to  no  estimation— -no  heart  was 
more  alive  to  enjoyment  than  Erina's  ;  but  she 
appreciated  all  as  a  being  born  to  felicity  beyond 
a  mortal  state,  and  became  truly  grateful  for  every 
temporal  blessing  as  a  foretaste  of  eternal  joys. 
As  the  lovely  girl  had  been  thankful  when  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  goods  of  life,  she  was  piously 
resigned  when  bereaved  of  every  thing  that  could 
render  her  earthly  existence  desirable,  and  conti- 
nued to  value  the  world  as  much  now  amidst  sor 
row,  as  she  had  prized  it  in  happiness;  namely, 
as  a  probationary  slate  for  a  future  one,  whose  ex- 
ternal joys  were  cheaply  purchased  by  an  age  of 
woe. 
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The  saloon  and  adjoining  apartments  she  had  oc- 
cupied with  Rosaline,  and  at  her  desire,,  retained1 
as  an  abode  after  she  returned  to  the  convent,  from 
the  Hotel  St.  Amand,  were  now  locked  against 
Erina's  entrance,  to  whom  a  miserable  cell  was 
allotted  as  her  future  chamber. 

Here  in  solitude,  now  rendered  cheerless  in  the 
extreme  by  the  gloom  of  winter,  the  remembrance 
of  her  relations  and  friends  beguiled  the  length  of 
the  dreary  hours.  Her  thoughts,  when  unengaged 
by  spiritual  contemplations,  flew  to  the  paternal 
mansion  of  Glenrock.  Recollection  retraced  on 
her  imagination  the  scenes  of  her  loved  country, 
while  fancy  carried  her  back  to  the  happy  hours 
of  her  childhood :  she  sighed  often  at  the  retro- 
spection of  days  gone  for  ever  ;  wept  to  the  me- 
mory of  her  father,  mother,  grandsire,  and  bro- 
ther ;  the  old  domestics,  endeared  to  her  heart 
by  faithful  services,  were  daily  remembered ;  the 
villagers  of  Glenrock  hamlet  were  not  forgotten  ; 
her  beloved  Seraphina  and  Rosaline,  with  all  those 
acquaintance  who  had  contributed  to  her  departed 
pleasures,  received  the  tribute  of  frequent  thoughts 
from  the  amiable  Erina ;  who,  in  the  hopes  of 
her  friends*  happiness,  ceased  frequently  to  dwell 
on  the  mournful  idea  of  the  enjoyments  she  had 
lost  irrecoverably. 
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When  she  heard   the  dreadful    sentence   which 
doomed  her  to  monastic  seclusion  for  life,  as  the 
only  penance  by  which  her  heresy  could   be  expi- 
ated,, and  as   a  punishment  due  to  her  errors,  she 
hoped  that,  although  imprisoned  from  the  world 
for  ever,  yet  the  presence   of  her  loved  Rosaline 
would  occasionally  cheer  her  sequestration  ;  and 
that  in  the  daily  society  of  her  dearest  friend,  and 
the  constant  association  of  the  amiable  Agnes,  her 
fellow-sufferer  and  companion  in  affliction  similar 
to  her  own,  she  might  still  preserve  one   of  the 
chief  pleasures  of  existence  in  the  pure  and  tran- 
quil enjoyment  of  sincere,  animated,  aud  faithful 
friendship.     To  mingle  her  tears  with  those   of 
the  sorrowful  Agnes,  to  relieve  her  griefs  by  sym- 
pathy, and  with  her  sister  in  distress,  to  reflect  on 
the  sweet  smiles  with  which  Rosaline  would  fre- 
quently, she  doubted  not,  endeavour  to   enliven 
their  gloomy  abode,  became  a  pleasure  to  Erina, 
even  in  consolatory  anticipation.     In  proportion 
as   her  energetic   soul,    deprived  of  every   other 
earthly  joy,  clung  to  this   soothing   hope   as  the 
only  probability,  or  rather  possibility  of  terrestrial 
comfort,  in  a  deplorably,  desolate  situation,  in  the 
same  degree  did  the  gentle  Erina  keenly  feel  the 
anguish  of  disappointment,  as  she  experienced  the 
total  frustration  of  that   expectation  which   had 
F  4 
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soothed  Iter  with  the  idea  that,  although  exited 
for  ever  from  her  native  land,  from  her  paternal 
home,  and  deserted  by  relations,  yet  the  constant 
attentions  of  two  estimable  and  attached  friends 
would  prevent  her  finding  her  condition  entirely 
forlorn.  Momentarily,  hourly,  and  daily,  she  looked 
for  the  accustomed  visits  of  Rosaline ;  and  every 
day,  hour,  and  moment,  Erina  measured  time  by 
the  most  tormenting  disappointment.  Incapable  of 
mistrusting  the  fidelity  of  her  friend,  as  she  was 
herself  incapable  of  failing  in  any  office  of  friend- 
ship, instead  of  blaming  Rosaline  for  apparent  ne- 
glect, she  was  persuaded  that  illness,  or  some 
misfortune,  had  prevented  her  friend's  calling  as 
usual;  and  this  painful  apprehension  augmented 
considerably  the  weight  of  woe  that  had  already 
oppressed  her.  In  an  agony  of  suspense  and 
alarm,  which  originated  in  the  warmth  of  her  af- 
fection for  Rosaline,  rather  than  any  selfish  consi- 
deration, Erina  passed  a  most  dreadfully  anxious 
week. 

During  all  that  time  Agnes,  once  so  attentive  to 
relieve  her  slightest  uneasiness,  now  beheld  her 
weep  unmoved,  and  saw  her  incessantly  mourn 
without  the  least  attempt  to  comfort  her.  The 
nun's  demeanour,  lately  so  engaging,  was  now  be- 


OR,    GUARDIAN    GENII.  105 

come  severe;  her  countenance  no  longer  expressed 
the  soft  feeling  of  a  compassionate  heart.  She 
shunned  Erina  instead  of  seeking  her  as  formerly; 
and  when  approached  by  the  dejected  girl,  who 
often  endeavoured  to  conciliate  a  return  of thaf 
tender  regard  once  professed  for  her  by  the  nun 
unsolicited,  -her  chilling  aspect  interdicted  any  in- 
tercourse. One  day-  when  Erina  found  herself 
particularly  agitated,  she  approached  Agnes,  with 
a  purpose  to  address  her  by  enquiries  relative 
to  Lady  Kinross,  to  learn  if  any  intelligence  of 
her  had  reached  the  coment.  As  the  weeping 
girl  drew  near  the  nun,  she  fixed  a  free^ingly  re- 
pulsive look  on  the  mourning  suppliant,  whidi  for- 
bid her  repeating  the  unanswered  interrogation 
concerning  Rosaline.  Erina,  heart-struck  by  the 
sternly  cold  manner  and  chilling  looks  of  the  al- 
tered Agnes,  retreated  from  her,  and,  withdraw- 
ing from  the  surrounding  sisterhood,  she  retired 
to  the  less  cheerless  solitude  of  her  gloomy  cell : 
there  alone,  and  trembling  with  agitation  as  well' 
as  with  the  rigours  of  the  season,  she  seated  herself 
on  the  stone  before  her  casement,  over  whose  arch 
dark  ivy  hung,  and  round  which  long  grass  and 
weeds  creeping,  waved  to  the  blast.  As  she  fixed 
her  tearful  eyes  on  the  desolation  of  winter  that 
had  despoiled  the  garden  of  the  convent  of  every 
F  5 


106         THE    SOLDIER'S "FAMILY  \ 

flower  and  leaf,  she  likened  herself  to  the  withered 
branches  quivering  to  the  rude  wind,  and  stripped, 
by  frosts,  of  ail  their  foliage.     This  emblem  of 
the  recent  change  in  her  situation,  struck  an  icy 
chill  upon  her  heart ;  and  shivering,  as  she  dwelt 
on  the  reflection  how  happily  sne  once  had  lived, 
how  miserably  she  must  henceforth  pass  her  me- 
lancholy days,  she  exclaimed,  in  low  and  plaintive 
tones— <(  Alas!  I  am  deserted   by   Agnes — she, 
whose  sorrows  I  wept  in  the  hours  of  my  felicity, 
refuses  me  one  tear  of  commiseration  in  my  dis- 
tress, and  aggravates  it  by  her  unkindness !  May 
Heaven  pardon  thee,  Agnes,  as   I   forgive  thee ! 
instead  of  resenting  thy  conduct,  charity  tells  me 
to  extenuate   it,  and  almost  justify   it,  since   the 
motive  by  which  all  actions  should  be  judged,   is 
pious  zeal."     Thus,  an  angelic  disposition  pleaded 
the  cause  of  the  offending  nun  toErina's  dispassion- 
ate judgment ;   while  her  sensibility  was  wounded 
by  the  cruelty  of  her  persecutors,  benevolence  dif- 
fused the  balm  of  comfort  over  her  mind ;  at  peace    ' 
with  her  soul,  she  refrained  from  judging  with 
severity  the  errors  of  her  fellow-creatures,  although 
nearly  faultless  herself;  but  the  perfection  of  her 
nature  made  her  feel  that  righteousness  alone  can 
condemn  with  strict  justice;  and,  since  the  su- 
preme Author  of  all  good  pardons  innumerable 


OR,    GUARDIAN     GEN  IT.  10? 

crimes  committed  against  his  high  Majesty,  by 
the  ingratitude  of  his  sinful  creatures,  they  are 
bound  to  forgive  each  others  mutual  offences,  to 
entitle  themselves  to  that  mercy  which  is  promised 
the  christian  charity. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


"  lie  who  permits  the  trial  of  his  creatures  will  afford  them 
assistance  to  eschew  those  errors  they  solicit  grace  to  avoid;  and, 
whenever  he  sees  fit,  he  will  have  power  to  deliver  them  from  the 
evils  they  have  endured  with  resignation  :  for  innocence  and  virtue 
are  the  particular  delight  and  peculiar  care  of  the  righteous  and 
omnipotent  Author  and  Director  of  all  things." 


J-T  was  now  the  depth  of  winter— and  all  its  dis- 
comforts were  heightened  by  the  rigours  of  her  si- 
tuation, when,  one  dreadfully  tempestuous  night,  as 
Erina  lay  on  her. wretched  mattress  listening  to  the 
tremendous  storm,  that  howled  in  hoarse  blasts 
through  the  dismal  cloisters,  and  with  sudden  bel- 
jov/ing  gusts,  seemed  to  shake  the  antiquated  fabric 
of  the  convent  to  its  very  foundation,  she  trembled 
with  terror  at  the  war  of  the  elements  as  she  heard 
the  driving  deluge  of  rain  beat  violently  against  her 
ratling  casement;  and,  shivering  with  cold,  she 
watched  the  quivering  lamp  whose  feeble  ray,  shining 
^n  the  crucifix  behind  her  pillow,  left  the  other  parts 
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of  her  small  cell  in  gloomy  shade;  when,  through 
the  uncertain  light  she  beheld  a  form  approach. — 
Erina  raised  herself  to  gaze  at  the  unexpected  and 
unknown  nocturnal  visitant.  As  it  advanced  on 
slowly-measured  and  unsounding  tread,  she  ob- 
served it  wrapped  in  sable  drapery,  and  marked  it 
wave  one  arm  in  signal  to  her,  while  with  its 
other  hand  it  threw  aside  a  veil,  placing  a  finger 
on  its  lips,  and  stood  beside  her  like  the  figure  of 
Silence,  and  equally  mute. 

An  inexplicable  dread,  in  chilling  tremours,  crept 
through  the  clay-cold  frame  of  Erina  as  she  fixed 
an  enquiring  look  upon  the  form  before  her.  The 
glimmering  lamp  cast  but  a  faint  and  sombre  gleam 
upon  the  dark  envelopements  of  the  figure,  in 
whose  pale  visage  no  feature  shewed  the  likeness 
of  any  recollected  acquaintance ;  but  as  Erina 
fixed  her  eyes  on  those  now  rivetted  on  her,  the 
unknown  shape  bent  over  her,  and  drawing  from 
its  bosom  something,  which  the  surprised  ana 
terrified  girl  could  not  distinguish,  was  presenting 
it  to  her,  when  the  exhausted  lamp  became  ex- 
tinct, and  left  Erina  in  pitchy  darkness. 

Undetermined  how  to  act,  she  waited  an  instant 
in  breathless  suspense  ;  then,  in  a  soft,  yet  firm 
accent,  demanded   the  name  and  errand  of  her 
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mysterious  visitor.  A  deep  sigh  was  the  sole  re- 
sponse to  this  interrogation,  and  she  was  about  to 
repeat  her  question,  when  a  hand,  cold  as  marble, 
fixed  itself  over  her  lips ;  at  the  same  instant  at 
small  packet  was  dropped  into  her  bosom :  but 
the  form  Erina  now  ventured  to  grasp  eluded  her 
hold,  and  groping  in  vain  to  seize  it,  she  sunk 
upon  her  pillow,  perturbed:  by  the  extraordinary 
event  of  the  night. 

She  spent  its  tedious  hours  in  a  quick  succession 
©f  various  and  conflicting  emotions.  Hope  and 
dread,  mingled  with  anxiety,  kept  her  spirits  agi- 
tated as  the  stormy  night;  and  restlessly  uneasy, 
she  counted  the  moments,  wishing  for  yet  fearing 
the  apprcach  of  the  tardy  dawn.  Erina  was  su- 
perior to  every  superstitious  terror  :  that  her  won- 
derful visitor  was  a  supernatural  one,  never  entered 
her  thoughts ;  they  were,  however,  busily  occiw 
pied  in  conjecturing  who  it  might  be,  and  of  what 
it  could  be  the  messenger,  or  how  it  came.  The 
mysteriously  delivered  packet  of  unknown  import 
lay  at  her  palpitating  heart,  whose  every  beat  pul- 
sated through  her  aching  temples,  throbbed  through 
her  agitated  frame,  and  seemed  to  sound  upon  her 
hard  and  comfortless  pillow ;  while  alternate  sensa- 
tions of  burning  heat  and  icy  chills  ran  through  her 
veins.     With  wearied  eyes  she  watched  for  the 
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slowly  approaching  morn,  which  broke  at  length 
iu  misty  light. 

Erina,  taking  advantage  of  its  first  faint  gleam, 
was  unfolding  the  packet  to  satisfy  her  anxiously 
eager  curiosity,  when  the  matin-bell,  summoning, 
the  sisterhood  to  their  devotions,  forced  her  to  re- 
linquish the  enquiries  she  was  impatient,  yet  fear- 
ful, of  making.  She  found  herself,  as  usual,  in 
solitude  even  when  surrounded  by  the  nuns,  none 
of  whom  noticed  her  since  she  had  been  denounced' 
as  a  heretic ;  even  Agnes,  who  had  formerly  evinced 
extreme  benevolence  and  attachment  to  Erina, 
now  paid  her  no  further  attention  than  to  return  an 
occasional  salutation,  and  on  this  morning  passed 
her  without  making  the  accustomed  compliment. 

The  first  moment  the  disconsolate  girl  found 
herself  at  liberty  to  retire  to  her  cell,  she  hastened 
thither,  and  developing  the  packet,  discovered  a 
small  inkhorn  with  a  pen,  some  paper  for  writing, 
curiously  folded  in  a  small  compass,  beside  a  scroll, 
on  which  she  perceived  the  traces  of  her  beloved 
Rosaline's  hand,  and  read  as  follows  : 

<f  Thank  Heaven,  1  have  at  length  found  a 
channel,  through  which,  I  can  address  the  dearest 
beloved  friend  of  my  heort. 
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"  Alas  !  my  Erina,  the  cruel  orders  which  have 
for  some  weeks  prevented  all  intercourse  between 
us,  have  made  me  your  sister  in  affliction.  Agnes, 
the  amiable  bearer  of  this,  has  confided  to  my 
secrecy  your  dreadful  situation,  and  the  melancholy 
fate  preparing  for  you  by  the  mistaken  zeal  of 
your  bigotted  persecutors.  1  can  scarcely  he  per- 
suaded that  your  mother  has  acted  so  wicked  a 
part  as  to  consign  you  to  a  life  of  wretchedness  : 
if  it  be,  however,  true,  that  she  has  delivered 
you  over  to  the  torments  I  hear,  with  agony,  you 
suffer,  I  relinquish  the  affection  I  formerly  felt 
for  the  parent  of  my  Erina.  The  indignation  I 
cannot  avoid  harbouring  against  your  barbarous 
persecutors,  my  sweet  friend,  falls  also  partly  on 
myself,  because  1  am,  in  some  measure,  the  cause, 
although  unintentionally,  of  your  situation.  This 
painful  conviction  has  made  me  vow  most  so- 
lemnly, to  attempt  every  thing,  and  hazard  all  in 
unwearied  efforts,  to  rescue  you  from  the  misfor- 
tunes into  which  your  friendship  forme  has  plunged 
you.  Yes!  Erina,  your  sweet  compliance  with 
my  solicitations,  that  you  would  remain  my  com- 
panion to  console  me  in  my  exile  from  my  country, 
has  made  you  a  melancholy  exile  from  your  native 
land;  whither  you  would  have  returned  to  enjoy 
felicity  in  the  bosom  of  your  family,  had  it  not 
been  your  unfortunate  destiny  to  sacrifice  your  liap- 
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piness  for  me.  Oh  !  my  friend,  I  can  scarcely 
bear  the  afflicting  thought  that  I  have  been  the 
means  of  placing  you  amidst  the  dreadful  trials  by 
which  you  are  now  surrounded,  but  which  could, 
never  have  occurred  had  not  your  absence  from 
your  relations,  and  your  residence  amongst  bigots, 
subjected  you  to  the  unnatural  desertion  of  the 
first,  and  the  cruel  persecution  of  the  latter. 

"  I  have,  however,  sworn  by  all  the  sacredness 
of  true  friendship  to  act  most  faithfully  by  its  laws, 
and  to  devote  myself  to  procure  that  peace  and 
freedom  for  you,  which  your  affection  for  me  has 
led  you  into  the  hazard  of  forfeiting.  Yes!  Erina, 
please  Providence,  we  shall  yet  live  and  die,  per- 
haps, inseparable  companions  ! 

u  Although  interdicted  seeing  you,  the  superior 
dares  not  refuse  my  visiting  at  the  convent,  since  1 
have  been  her  pensioner  there.  In  my  daily  calls 
of  enquiry  concerning  you,  1  have  contrived  pri- 
vate interviews  with  the  faithful  Agnes.  True  to 
your  interests,  she  has  been  obliged  to  feign  her- 
self estranged  from  you  entirely,  in  order  to  retain 
a  power  of  serving  you  without  the  suspicion  of 
the  lady  abbess,  or  any  of  the  sisterhood ;  none 
of  whom  she  can  venture  to  trust  with  the  know- 
ledge of  her  regard  for  you,  lest  she  should  be 
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betrayed,  and  thus  draw  upon  you  greater  rigours 
than  those  to  which  you  are  already  subjected. 
She  has  commissioned  me  to  acquaint  you,  lhat 
although  she  dare  not  evince  any  tenderness  to- 
wards you,  she  will  be  the  channel  of  intercourse 
JG&tweeu  us  by  secret  nocturnal  visits  to  you.  She 
desires  me  to  enjoin  your  receiving  her  in  perfect 
silence,  for  fear  even  the  lowest  whispers  should 
be  overheard  by  any  of  the  sisterhood  in  the  cells 
adjoining  your's.  I  shall,  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers,  transmit  intelligence  through  this  means. 
Write  to  me,  clandestinely,  with  the  implements 
conveyed  with  this,  and  dispatch  your  answers  to 
my  letters  when  Agnes  visits  you  at  night  in  secret. 
Be  careful,  for  your  own  sake,  mine,  and  that  of 
our  friendly  nun*  to  conceal  our  intercourse. 

"  Adieu,  for  the  present,  beloved  friend  of  my 
heart !  and  may  the  guardian  angels  of  virtue  watch 
over  you,  my  amiable  Erina,  until  we  meet ! 
Agnes  assures  me  she  will  concert  a  plan  for  your 
escape  from  the  convent,  when  I  have  contrived  a 
scheme  to  secure  you  from  the  power  of  your 
tormentors.    In  the  meanwhile,  farewell ! 

"  Believe  me,  Erina, 

"  thy  faithful  friend  for  ever, 

is  Rosaline  Kinross.*' 
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The  perusal  of  this  letter  acted  on  the  mind  of 
Erina  as  a  gleam  of  sunshine  cheering  the  face  of 
nature  with  brightness,  after  a  fearful  storm  ;  and 
her  lively  gratitude  to  the  amiable  Rosaline  and 
Agnes  made  her  rejoice  that  she  had  never  har- 
boured any  injurious  suspicions  against  the  friend- 
ship each  now  so  strongly  demonstrated  for  her ; 
and  she  treasured  this  incident  as  a  lesson  never  to 
judge  hastily,  nor  trust  to  appearances,  in  the  con- 
demnation of  a  friend.  The  little  gift  she  had 
received  from  Rosaline  was  deposited  in  security, 
and  the  grateful  Erina  seized  with  avidity  the  lirst 
hour  of  uninterrupted  seclusion,  to  pen  an  answer 
to  the  address  she  had  received,  and  wrote  as. 
follows. 

"  Dearest,  most  amiable,  and  truly  faithful 
friend,  I  hasten  with  eagerness  to  thank  you  for 
the  charming  proof  your  affection  affords  me  of 
its  tenderness ! 

*  I  will  not  waste  the  precious  opportunity 
Agnes's  friendship  offers  me,  in  the  representation 
of  my  sufferings,  neither  will  I  spend  time  in  use- 
less lamentations  over  afflictions  they  will  heighten} 
rather  than  relieve.  But  1  must  not  lose  this  oc- 
casion of  requesting  you,  my  beloved  Rosaline,  as 
you  value  my  happiness,  to  spare  your  censure  of 
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my  mother.  She  believes  herself,  I  am  convinced, 
perfectly  justified  in  her  conduct ;  which  1  will 
never  presume  to  condemn,  nor  will  1  submit  to 
hear  it  blamed,  even  by  the  dearest  friend  of  my 
soul. 

"  With  respect  to  your  kind  offices  towards  my 
release  from  my  painful  confinement,  I  should  not 
think  myself  right  in  rejecting  liberty,  should  it  be 
in  your  power  to  free  me  from  the  imprisonment 
in  which  1  am  threatened  with  being  bound  for 
ever.  The  vows  which  will  be  forced  on  me,  in 
case  of  my  remaining  here,  are  contrary  to  my 
inclination ;  and  therefore,  in  taking  them,  I  shall 
be  committing  a  perjury;  from  the  criminality  of 
which  I  shall  joyfully  endeavour  to  escape,  believ- 
ing myself  entirely  guiltless  in  accepting  the  means 
which  friendship,  under  the  guidance  of  Provi- 
dence, offers  of  restoring  me  to  freedom ► 

"  Although  my  mother  is  prohibited,  under  the 
penalty  of  excommunication,  from  interfering 
against  the  authority  of  the  convent,  which  pre- 
vents my  writing  to  entreat  it,  yet  she  cannot,  in 
justice,  incur  any  forfeit  on  my  disengaging  myself 
without  her  consent  or  concurrence,  from  a  situ- 
ation of  which,  perhaps,  she  is  not  thorougly  ap- 
prized.    At  all  events,  the  attempt  to  liberate 
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myself  is  certainly  lawful.  I  think  I  know  my 
heart  too  well  to  doubt  my  readiness  to  sacrifice 
every  thing  to  my  beloved  mother's  peace  of  con- 
science :  should  I  find  it  can  only  be  procured  by 
my  assuming  the  veil,  I  shall  then  be  willing  to 
purchase  her  happiness  by  taking  the  religious 
habit,  since  my  vows  will,  in  that  case,  be  a  vo- 
luntary offering  of  filial  duty,  which  mu3t  ensure 
my  temporal  and  eternal  felicity. 

"  Rosaline,  my  sweet  friend,  adieu  !  and  if  you 
desire  my  tranquillity,  continue  not  to  reproach 
yourself  as  the  cause  of  my  misfortune;  which 
originated  in  my  having  unfortunately  irritated  my 
mother's  chaplain  and  confessor,  to  whose  rancour 
I  attribute  the  apparent  severity  of  my  parent. 

u  Once  more,  dearest  friend  of  my  heart, 
adieu !  That  Heaven  may  bless  you,  ever  is  the 
hourly  prayer  of  your  gratefully  attached 

"  Erina  O'Brien." 

Having  for  several  nights  been  disappointed  of 
the  friendly  nun's  nocturnal  visit,  Erina  began  to 
be  impatient  at  its  delay,  when  she  saw  Agnes 
approach  in  cautious  silence  as  before.  The  faint 
glimmer  of  her  lamp  served  not  to  illumine  the 
countenance  of  the  benevolent  sister,  nor  could  i 
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shew  the  lively^ratitude  glowing  in  the  bosom  of 
the  gentle  girl ;  who  encircling  the  visitor  in  a 
most  affectionate  embrace,  evinced,  by  a  salute  of 
friendship,  [that  tender  regard  and  thankfulness 
which  Mould  have  been  depicted  in  a  strikingly 
touching  expression  in  each  beautiful  feature,  had 
there  been  sufficient  light  to  shew  a  face  of  ex- 
quisite loveliness.  The  good  nun  had  a  keenly 
feeling  heart ;  and  pressed  to  Erina's,  enfolded  her 
in  her  arms,  shewing  and  experiencing  that  gestures 
may  become  an  interesting  language  of  sentiment, 
when  the  eloquence  of  speech,  and  even  that  of 
looks,  is  impossible. 

Agnes  and  Erina  having  each  a  packet  to  de- 
liver, exchanged  them,  and  parted  after  a  mutual 
embrace,  which,  although  given  in  profound  si- 
lence, expressed  on  each  side  an  animated  and 
faithful  friendship. 

As  soon  as  the  nun  had  left  Erina's  cell>  the 
impatient  girl  drew  near  her  lamp,  trimmed  it 
carefully,  and  with  some  difficulty  contrived  to 
peruse,  by  its  quivering  and  feeble  rays,  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

"  In  the  sweet  hope  of  having  already  cheered 
your  dreary  seclusion,  and,  consoled  by  the  still 
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•mere  delightful  hope  of  emancipating  the  amiable 
friend  of  my  faithful  bosom  from  the  melancholy 
prison  where  a  cruel  fate  has  placed  her,  I  once 
more  eagerly  seize  the  pen  to  address  her  ;  whilst 
waiting  with  trembling  impatient  anxiety,  the  re- 
ply to  a  few  lines  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  slip, 
unseen,  into  the  hand  of  our  trusty  Agnes,  at  the 
convent  grate,  some  days  ago,  when  I  called  to 
enquire  about  my  loved  friend's  health. 

u  Since  that  period  I  have  been  solely  occupied 
in  devising  plans  for  your  safety  and  happiness, 
my  dear  Erina ;  and  Inow  hasten  to  inform  you  of 
the  result  of  my  reflections  on  the  subject  of  your 
release,  and  to  consult  with  you  upon  it.  On  this 
theme  it  is  necessary  I  should  disclose  to  your  con- 
sideration every  thing  relative  to  the  various  schemes 
that  have  Le€fJ  devised  respecting  your  affairs. 
As  I  had  occasion  for  advice  on  them,  I  have 
employed  my  cousin  St.  Amand  as  my  counsellor, 
judging  him  the  properest  person  for  my  confi- 
dence, for  two  good  reasons;  first,  as  he  is  really 
a  worthy  young  man,  endowed  with  an  excellent 
head  as  well  as  an  amiable  heart;  and  secondly, 
because  I  am  certain  his  regard  for  me  as  his  near 
relation,  and  his  animated  attachment  to  you,  will 
bind  him  steadily  faithful  to  our  joint  interest. 
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u  In  consideration  of  your  delicacy,  as  well  as 
my  principles  of  honour,  I  bad  purposed  never  to 
mention  to  you  how  sensibly  the  poor  chevalier 
tvas  grieved  at  your  quitting  the  Hotel  St  .Amand : 
Advising  him  as  a  sincere  friend  to  extinguish  a 
passion  fatal  to  his  peace,  his  virtue,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  amiable  Antoinette,  I  had  flattered 
myself  my  cousin's  honour  had  operated  effectually 
to  subdue  in  him  what  I  suspected  might  prove  a 
mere  sentiment  of  admiration,  such  as  your  qua- 
lities, my  dear  Erina,  must  awaken  in  every  sus- 
ceptible heart :  however,  his,  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectation, has  yet  retained  the  love  1  had  hoped 
your  absence  would  have  cured  ;  1  find  the  youth 
still  a  captive  to  your  charms,  and  have  been  in- 
duced to  promise  that  I  would  disclose  to  you  an 
attachment  which  I  believe  has  usurped  the  empire 
1  should  have  wished,  in  compassion  to  Antoinette, 
she  had  gained  over  the  soul  of  my  cousin.  As 
he  has  assured  me  most  solemnly,  he  can  never 
unite  himself  to  her  while  his  heart  is  enslaved 
elsewhere,  and  as  he  has  already  confided  to  Made- 
moiselle La  Fontaine,  that  his  affection  is  a 
truant  to  her  perfections,  I  consider  myself  at  li- 
berty to  disclose  a  lover's  suit  to  you  ;  although  I 
have  told  my  cousin  I  will  not  use  the  privilege  of 
friendship  to  pkad  his  case,  even  were  1  in  ex- 
pectation of  entire  success  in  carrying  a  cause 
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which  interest  might  bribe  me  to  gain,  not  only 
for  your  advantage,  but  my  own  sake. 

"  But  I  must  proceed.  The  chevalier  commis- 
sions me  to  inform  my  lovely  friend  Erina,  that 
Mademoiselle  La  Fontaine  has  freed  him  willingly 
from  the  engagement  contracted  by  their  parents. 
In  consequence  of  which,  St.  Amand  considers 
himself  at  perfect  liberty  to  offer  his  hand  with  the 
humble   solicitations    of  empassioned  attachment 
at  the  shrine  where  his  soul  bends  in  adoration. 
He  requests  me  to  mention  that  he  has  a  hand- 
some fortune  independent  of  his  father  ;  in  case  of 
whose  displeasure  in  the  choice  his  heart  has  made, 
he  will,  for  the  sake  of  his  adored  Erina,  relin- 
quish for  ever  his  country  to  reside  wherever  she 
may  desire.     The  chevalier   bids  me    add,    that 
your  will  now,  and  ever  in  future  shall  direct  his 
actions,    and  guide   even  his   wishes.     It   is   his 
opinion,  that  in  case  you  honour  him  with  accept- 
ance of  his  addresses,  that  his  family  will  receive 
you  into  it  with  every  attention  your  superior  qua» 
lities  ought  to  command ;  and  that  the  exertion  of 
his  father's  interest  will  be  sufficient  to  check  any 
authority  the  superior  of  the  convent  might  be  in- 
duced to  claim  over  you,  were  you  not  under  the 
protection  of  a  house  as  powerful  as   that  of  the 
Count  St.  Amaud's.  Should  you,  however,  choose 

VOL.  fill.  g 
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not  to  submit  to  measures  such  as  have  been  pro- 
posed, and  prefer  a   secret  evasion  from  the  nun- 
nery, which  Agnes  has  promised  to  secure,  and  a 
clandestine  union  with  the  chevalier,  which  may 
be  with  facility  and  decorum  contrived  in  circum- 
stances which,  he  desires  me  to  say,  are  sufficiently 
urgent  to  excuse  both  your  flight  and  private  mar- 
riage, especially  when  the  company  and  concur- 
rence of  a  female  most  attached  friend  will  sanc- 
tion the  step,  he  is  ready  to  obey  all  your  w  ishes ; 
and  requests  I  *will  assure  you  he  exists  but  for 
your  service,  and  will  ever  make  it  the  study  of 
his  life  to  ensure  you,  if  possible,  the  supreme 
felicity  your  favour  will  confer  on  a  most  enthu- 
siastically attached  and  grateful  lover. 

"  Having  executed  this  commission,  I  must 
now  conclude,  requesting  a  prompt  reply ; — and 
consigning  you,  my  beloved  Erina,  to  the  care  of 
Heaven,  I  shall  impatiently  await  your  final  de- 
cision, convinced,  from  my  knowledge  of  your 
character,  that  your  resolution  will  be  right. — 
Whatever  may  be  your  determination,  my  dearest 
friend,  I  shall  remain  faithful  to  every  office  of 
that  sacred  title. 

"  Rosaline  Kinross." 
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The  perusal  of  this  letter  afforded  Erina  more 
pain  than  pleasure ;  and  by  the  faint  light  of  her 
lamp,  she  contrived,  with  much  difficulty,  to  write 
the  following  answer : 

u  "WITH  the  most  grateful  affection  I  greet  my 
beloved  Rosaline,  and  hasten  to  reply  to  a  pro- 
posal which  takes  no  time  to  deliberate  upon,  since 
my  immediate  and  final  determination  must  be  a 
rejection  of  the  chevalier's  addresses.  I  am  cer- 
tain, my  dearest,  friend  will  neither  be  surprised 
nor  displeased  at  my  refusing  the  offers  of  her 
cousin,  which  it  would  be  impossible  I  could  ac- 
cept consistently  with  delicacy  of  sentiment  or 
strict  honour.  1  can  never  consent  to  purchase 
my  liberation  at  the  expence  of  my  principles ;  for 
conscious  innocence  must  render  the  most  wretched 
situation  tolerable,  while  self-condemnation  will 
not  fail  to  destroy  all  enjoyment  in  the  most  flat- 
tering circumstances  procured  by  the  smallest  sa- 
crifice of  rectitude. 

"  Present  my  best  acknowledgments  to  the  che- 
valier, for  the  lively  interest  he  has  done  me  the 
favour  to  take  in  my  concerns  ;  and  assure  him, 
I  am  too  grateful  for  his  kindness,  and  too  sincerely 
his  friend,  to  permit  his  infringing  the  duties  of 
morality  and  religion  by  a  dereliction  from  honour 
G   * 
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and  filial  obedience.  Tell  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that  were  I  base  enough  to  take  advantage  of  his 
compassion,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  it-— tell  him 
also,  Rosaline,  with  the  ingenuousness  of  true 
friendship,  that  I  should  cease  to  esteem  him 
were  he  insensible  to  the  claims  which  the  heart  of 
the  amiable  Antoinette,  his  country,  and  his  pa- 
rents have  on  his  affections.  Inform  your  cousin 
likewise,  that  were  I  indifferent  to  higher  consi- 
derations, my  pride  would  never  submit  to  my 
entering  a  family  against  their  wishes  either  openly 
or  clandestinely — the  first  would  be  mean,  the 
second  most  contemptible  conduct. 

"  I  am  prepared  for  the  worst  that  can  happen 
to  me,  and  have,  I  think,  fortitude  sufficient  to 
bear  every  thing  but  a  despicable  opinion  of  my- 
self: self-approbation,  your  esteem,  and  the  af- 
fection of  Agnes,  will  enable  me  to  live  contented, 
and  to  die  in  peace  with  the  humble  hope  of 
Heaven's  mercy. 

"  May  its  angels  ever  guard,  and  may  Provi- 
dence always  bless  my  dearest  friend  Rosalinej 
prays  her  tenderly  affectionate,  and  ever  grateful, 

«  Erina  O'Brien/' 
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Having  found  an  opportunity .  of  delivering  this 
to  Agnes,  unseen  by  any  of  the  sisterhood,  on  the 
following  day,  the  amiable  Erina  composed  her 
mind  to  the  patient  endurance   of  her  sufferings. 
Notwithstanding  her  reliance  on  the  friendship  and 
bes!  exertions  of  Rosaline  to  rescue  her  from  the 
pensive  noviciate,  she  was  far  from  flattering  herself 
with  sanguine,  or  even  faint  hopes  of  evading  a  mo- 
nastic confinement.  Young  as  she  was  when  she  left 
Glenrock,  she  observed  the  influence  Father  Mur- 
phy had  over   her  mother's   mind,  whose  recent 
conduct  too  plainly  evinced  the  increase  of  the 
confessor's  power,  to  admit  Erina's  entertaining  an 
expectation  that  she  could  obtain,  even  in  an  in- 
terview with  her  parent,  the  reversion  of  a  decree 
which  bound  her  to  a  life  of  penance  and  religious 
seclusion.     She  anticipated,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  rigour  of  her  sentence  would  be  increased  by 
an  attempt  to  evade  it ;  yet,  much  as  she  dreaded 
the  horrors  that  might  await  her   on  a   re-delivery 
of  her  into  the  power  of  the  superior,  who  would 
doubtless    punish,  in   a   severe   manner,    a    flight 
from  the  convent,    Erina  felt  she  owed  it  to  her- 
self to  request  her  emancipation  from  a  situation 
totally  against  her  inclinations,  and   in   many  re- 
spects contrary  to  her  ideas :  for  she  thought   that 
a  life   of  active  duty  and  utility  in  the  world,  was 
more  a  christian  obligation,  than  a  seclusion  from 
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the  innocent  scenes  of  social  life.  Notwithstand- 
ing tins  persuasion,  the  amiable  girl  was  too  mild 
in  her  opinions  to  condemn  those  who  took  mo- 
nastic vows,  under  a  conviction  of  their  advantage  ; 
she  look'ed  with  the  utmost  respect  and  highest 
veneration  on  every  species  of  piety,  admiring  with 
enthusiasm  every  self-denial  and  action  which  had 
virtue  for  its  motive  and  object. 

She  waited  with  anxiety  for  some  days,  in  ex- 
pectatiovi  of  intelligence  from  Rosaline,  respecting 
whom  she  dared  not  enquire  of  Agnes,  even  when 
chance  afforded  them  a  meeting  alone  in  the  clois- 
ters, lest  any  of  the  nuns,  by  overhearing  their 
conversation,  should  discover  their  secret  inter- 
course, which,  although  their  consciences  consi- 
dered as  innocent,  and  even  perfectly  justified  from 
the  urgency  of  circumstances,  Erina  was  assured 
would  be  considered  most  heinous  by  every  one 
belonging  to  the  order. 

She  was,  at  length,  become  impatient  for  a 
letter  from  her  beloved  Rosaline>  when  the  follow- 
ing one  was  put  into  her  hands : 

"  Your  answer  to  the  chevalier's  proposals, 
dear  amiable  friend,  is  precisely  such  as  I  ex- 
pected from  your  superior  character.     Although 
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l  was  convinced  you  would  not  decide   otherwise 
than  you  have  clone,  yet  the   friendship  subsisting 
between  my  cousin  and  me,  compelled  me  to  act 
according  to  his  urgent  solicitations  in  making  his 
offer,  to  which  a  positive  rejection  -from  you  be- 
came necessary,  to  assure  him  the  hope  he  enter- 
tained  that  you   might   be   moved   to  accept  his 
addresses   was  vain.     The  manner  in  which  you 
have  refused   his   suit,  while   it   does   honour  to 
your  understanding,  your  feelings,  and  your  prin- 
ciples, is  so  calculated  to  awaken  the  chevalier's 
heart  to  a  just  sense  of  his  several  duties,  that  I 
have  sanguine  hopes  he  will  fulfil  them  all.     His 
dispositions  are  good,  and  he  requires  nothing  but 
proper  advice  to  become  a  very  excellent  charac- 
ter.    As  he  is  extremely  young,  very  volatile,  and 
has  a  very  susceptible  heart,  I   cannot  wonder  at, 
and,  in  truth,  can  scarcely  condemn  him   for   re- 
ceiving a  strong  impression  from  the   uncommon 
perfections   of   my  lovely    friend    Erina :    yet,   I 
hope  his  unfortunate  passion  will  yield  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  subduing  it.     I  have  conceived  high  ex- 
pectation of  it  from  the  manner  he  received  your 
rejection,  in  which  a  lesson  was  too  well  given,  I 
think,  to  prove  ineffectual.    Added  to  which,  cir- 
cumstances have  occurred  to  call  forth  all  the  sen- 
sibility of  my  cousin's  nature,  and   to   excite  the 
liveliest  admiration  of  Antoinette,  and  the  utmost 
g  4 
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gratitude  towards  her;  because  in  her  liberation  oi' 
him  from  a  positive  engagement,  she  has  at  once 
shewn  great  delicacy  and  generosity,  by  incurring 
an  imputation  of  extraordinary  caprice,  in  order 
to  save  my  cousin  from  blame,  and  the  displeasure 
of  his  parents  ;  by  which  means  she  has  screened 
his  honour,  and  prevented;  perhaps,  a  fatal  breath 
between  the  duke,  her  father,  and  the  count  and 
chevalier,  at  the  expence  of  being  called  publicly 
a  fickle,  foolish  girl.  The  sacrifices  she  has  made 
have  cost  her  much  exertion  of  virtue,  as  her  los-t 
spirits  and  decaying  health  mark  her  already  to  be 
iho  victim  of  sensibility. 

u  The  poor  chevalier,  now  fully  apprized  of 
the  value  of  his  long  affianced  bride,  is  at  present 
in  despair  at  the  idea  of  the  devastation  he  has 
committed  in  the  happiness  of  an  engaging  girl ; 
and  he  is  so  touched  by  the  convincing  testimony 
she  has  given  of  disinterested  regard  for  him,  that 
I  augur  a  fortunate  termination  to  this  affair. 

<f  Yottr  s,  my  dearest  friend,  occupies  my  thoughts 
incessantly.  I  must  inform  you  I  have  taken  ano- 
ther counsellor  into  confidential  consultation  on 
the  subject  of  your  release  from  the  convent : — 
my  present  adviser  in  that  business  is  the  Viscount 
de  Briangon,  whom  I  have  bound  to  our  interest. 
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"  Ere  I  disclose  my  present  plan  for  your  libera- 
tion I  must  premise,  I  cannot  consent  to  take  you  to 
Ireland,  seeing  as  I  do  all  the  peril  to  which  you  will 
be  exposed  by  returning  at  this  time  to  your  family 
where  you  tell  me  you  have  an  enemy  who  has  ex- 
treme influence  over  your  mother.  I  promise  most 
solemnly  never  to  wound  your  feelings  by  uttering 
a  syllable  respecting  her  at  which  your  filial  affec- 
tion could  take  offence.  After  this  concession  you 
will  not,  1  trust,  refuse  to  confer  on  me  the  favsur 
of  becoming  my  adopted  sister,  since  doing  this, 
and  putting  yonrself  entirely  under  my  protection, 
are  the  only  means  by  which  you  can  make  me 
happy. 

"  As  I  see  many  reasons  against  your  remain- 
ing in  this  country,  where  the  authority  of  the 
lady  abbess  would  prevail  in  getting  you  again  into 
her  power,  1  trust,  my  dear  Erina,  you  will  not 
make  any  objection  to  accompany  me  abroad,  where 
nothing  can  separate  us  but  death  :  an  opportunity 
now  offers  of  our  going  to  a  distant  country  under 
unexceptionable  protection,  in  case  you  consent  to 
become  my  companion.  It  is  necessary  I  should 
inform  you,  the  place  to  which  I  allude,  is  India. 
Notwithstanding  our  prejudices  against  its  climate, 
I  am  assured  by  some  who  have  lately  returned 
thence,  that  a  residence  there  is  not  attended  with. 
G  5 
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danger  to  the  health,  if  common  prudence  be  ob- 
served in  the  mode  of  living,  which  is  extremely 
delightful  in  the  part  of  Asia  we  may  visit. 

M  Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  right  to  ac- 
quaint you  with,  my  sweet  friend,  in  order  to  pre- 
vail on  you  to  become  a  traveller  with  me.  I 
confess  that  plan  appears  to  me  the  best,  perhaps 
the  only  one  that  can  at  present  be  adopted  for 
your  safety,  circumstanced  as  we  are.  With  re- 
spect to  myself,  1  must  assure  you,  my  dear  Erina, 
that  whatever  conduces  to  your  advantage  and 
happiness,  must  be  productive  of  felicity  to  me, 
since  I  can  experience  no  greater  earthly  enjoyment 
than  living  your  inseparable  companion,  and  de- 
voting myself  to  the  tenderest  offices  of  friendship 
in  your  service  ;  which  your  society  and  affection 
will  infinitely  overpay. 

"  1  request  an  immediate  decision  respecting 
the  scheme  now  proposed,  as  its  execution  must 
depend  upon  promptness  of  determination.  Trust- 
ing you  will  accede  to  it,  and  grant  my  earnest 
solicitation  and  wishes,  I  bid  you  adieu,  dearest 
friend,  and  sister  of  my  faithful  heart ! 

"  Rosaline  Kinross/' 
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C£  My  most  beloved  and  inestimable  friend  !  I  am 
really  at  a  loss  in  what  manner  to  thank  you  for 
the  daily  proofs  you  shew  me  of  an  exalted 
friendship  and  tender  affection  ;  and  should  feel 
myself  unworthy  the  animated  regard  you  have 
constantly  evinced  for  me,  were  I  not  to  cherish 
the  most  enthusiastic  sentiments  towards  you  in 
return.  Feeling  thus,  how  is  it  possible  I  could 
reject  the  title  of  your  adopted  sister  ?  I  receive 
it,  Rosaline,  with  equal  pride  and  gratitude,  and 
accede  to  every  wish  you  can  form,  persuaded  that, 
in  submitting  myself  entirely  to  your  guidance,  I 
cannot  be  in  danger,  whilst  following  your  advice, 
of  deviating  from  what  is  right.  I  place  myself, 
therefore,  under  your  protection,  and  throw  myself 
a  total  dependant  on  your  generosity,  convinced, 
from  my  knowledge  of  your  noble  character,  that 
in  acting  thus  I  make  you  happy.  A  great  mind 
love9  to  confer  benefits  ;  and  1  possess  not  that 
mistaken  spirit  which  feels  itself  oppressed  by 
favours  from  those  whom  F  esteem  ;  nor  will  I 
refuse,  through  false  pride,  to  receive  obligations 
from  a  true  friend  ;  since  1  consider  that  by  thus 
incurring  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  prove  my  perfect 
reliance  on  your  virtue  as  well  as  on  your  attach- 
ment. 

a  Mine  to  you,  my  amiable  and  beloved  Rosa- 
ce 6 
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line,  would  lead  me  to  accompany  you  wherever 
your  judgment  directed  your  course — a  deseit 
would  appear  delightful  to  me  in  your  society; 
and  as  I  know  the  wish  of  serving  me  Would  ren- 
der a  residence  any  where  pleasant  to  you  where 
the  most  probability  offered  of  rendering  us  in- 
separable companions,  I  feel  less  reluctance  to  be 
the  occasion  of  your  becoming  a  traveller  to  dis- 
tant regions,  knowing  as  I  do  your  dislike  to 
France  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  an  eligible  opportu- 
nity of  quitting  it  at  present,  under  the  unexception- 
able protection  that  you  tell  me  now  offers,  may 
eventually  he  the  agreeable  means  of  restoring  you 
to  your  native  kingdom,  as  a  constant  resident, 
whence  you  have  so  frequently  and  feelingly  la- 
mented your  probable  exile  for  life. 

(<  This  consideration  lessens  also  the  reluctance 
I  might  otherwise  feel  in  flying  from  my  family. 
I  perceive,  as  you  do,  my  friend,  all  the  probable 
danger  that  might  attend  my  return  to  them  at 
present;  and  although  I  believed  it  a  duty  owing 
to  myself  to  endeavour  escaping  an  unhappy  fate, 
I  feel  assured  I  should  have  yielded  to  the  severest 
rigours  proposed  by  my  mother's  rigid  confessor, 
rather  than  subject  her  to  his  censures,  and  that 
of  his  chinch ;  which  would  doubtless  have  re- 
quired either  my  sacrifice,  or  my  parent's  excorn- 
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munication,  had  she  opposed  my  religious  profes- 
sion.    To  save  my  revered  mother  a  trial  her  af- 
fection would  have   found  most  arduous,  as  well 
as  to  avoid  the  criminality  of  taking  vows  to  which 
my  soul  would  have  felt  an  abhorrence,  I   think 
myself  perfectly  exculpated  in  this  clandestine  in- 
tercourse and  escape ;  which  I  should  never  have 
consented  to  adopt,  except  for  the  strong  reasons 
that  urge  and  excuse  it  as  the  only  means  afforded 
me  of  defending  myself  from  a  fate  I  think  cruelly 
and  unjustly  enforced,    and  which  I  believe  would 
have  overwhelmed  my  family  with  grief,  when  their 
interference  would  have  been  ineffectual  towards 
its  prevention.     The  chief  reason  for  my  wish  of 
returning  to  Ireland,  originated  in  the  persuasion 
that  my  mother  remained  ignorant  of  the  lengths  to 
which  the  lady  abbess  would  proceed  in  her  sen- 
tence   of  penance.     But    I   have    to   thank   you, 
clearest  and  bet*t  of  friends,  for    affording  me   a 
means  of  liberating  myself  without  incurring  any 
risk  of  scandal  on  my  name  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
my  dear  mother  be  rescued  from  every  danger  of 
unavailing  regret  on  my  account,  from  public  or 
self-reproach,  or  the  censure  of  her  severe  direc- 
tor, Father  Murphy,  who  cannot,  in  his  utmost, 
rigour,  condemn  her  for  my  conduct,  to  which 
she  gives  uo  concurrence, 
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"  Feeling  myself  justified  in  an  attempt  to  slum 
persecution  when  I  can  avoid  it  in  an  honourable 
manner,  I  would  wish  you,  my  friend,  to  let  me 
know,  through  the  channel  of  our  secret  commu- 
nication, the  means  by  which  I  am  to  make  my 
escape  from  the  convent :  as  1  dare  not  hold 
friendly  intercourse,  even  by  looks,  with  the  amia- 
ble Agnes,  for  fear  of  exposing  her  equally  with 
myself  to  the  condemnation  of  our  superior,  I 
have  found  it  impossible  to  enquire  of  the  worthy 
nun  the  plan  she  purposes  to  adopt  for  my  release 
from  the  strong  imprisonment  of  this  place. 
Should  my  flight  expose  her  to  any  suspicion  of 
having  aided  it,  I  cannot  consent  to  free  myself  at 
the  risk  of  hazarding  her  punishment :  my  assent, 
therefore,  to  your  proposal  is,  only  on  condition 
that  you  can  concert  with  Agnes  a  mode  of  libe- 
rating me  without  exposing  her  to  any  danger  of 
being  detected  as  an  accomplice  in  my  emancipa- 
tion. I  am  convinced  Rosaline  has  too  pure  and 
tender  a  heart  to  wish  me  to  betray  the  interests  of 
any  being,  especially  those  of  the  deeply  afflicted 
and  amiable  nun,  whose  attachment  to  us,  and  her 
services,  bind  us  to  eternal  affection  and  gratitude 
as  her  due. 

"  Dearest  of  friends,  farewell !  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, conclude  without  assuring  you  I  am  net  go 
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absorbed  in  my  own  affairs  as  to  be  unmindful  of 
the  fate  of  others :  whether  I  be  in  happiness  or 
distress,  that  of  your  cousin  and  Antoinette,  will 
extremely  interest  me,  and  in  every  situation  I 
shall  rejoice  to  hear  that  their's  is  fortunate.  May 
they  and  you,  my  sweet  Rosaline,  be  ever  as  happy 
as  I  wish,  and  always  pray  you  may  become  !-— 
Once  more,  farewell !" 

After  the  dispatch  of  this  letter,  Erina  waited 
its  reply  for  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which  she  re- 
ceived the  following  lines  : 

"  Your  emancipation,  my  beloved  Erina,  quickly 
approaches.  On  Thursday  next,  after  the  mid- 
night office,  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  join  me 
and  the  Viscount  de  Briangon,  where  we  shall  be 
in  waiting  for  you  at  the  south  wall  of  the  convent, 
near  which  a  carriage  will  be  stationed  to  convey 
Us  to  a  place  of  perfect  security,  whence  we  shall 
embark  without  any  del-ay ;  by  which  means  your 
escape  cannot  be  obviated,  as  it  cannot  be  traced 
until  it  be  too  late  to  attempt  to  stop  your  flight. 
As  I  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  being  accessary  to  it,  my 
friends  in  Paris  cannot  conjecture  any  thing  relative 
to  the  fact,  which  is  confided  to  my  cousins  alone ; 
so  that  should  the  lady  abbess  make  any  enquiries 
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about  you  of  my  uncle's  family,  which  it  is  pro- 
bable she  will,  the  intelligence  she  will  receive  at 
the  Hotel  St.  Amand,  will  completely  perplex_, 
instead  of  guiding  her  search  of  you.  After  our 
embarkation  for  the  East,  I  will  permit  you  to 
write  to  your  friends  that  you  are  in  perfect  safety 
with  me,  under  the  protection  of  the  Viscount  de 
Briangon.  I  admit  of  your  sending  this  intelli- 
gence to  your  relations,  lest  they  should  be  uneasy 
when  they  become  acquainted  with  your  sudden 
and  unaccountable  disappearance  from  the  convent; 
whence  your  escape  cannot  be  traced,  unless  you 
choose,  by  the  means  of  a  letter  after  we  have  set 
sail,  to  acquaint  the  superior  that  your  escape 
from  her  persecution  was  an  act  of  justice  you 
owed  yourself,  since  you  could  effect  your  liberty 
by  honourable  means.  This  I  think  advisable  in 
order  to  secure  your  reputation  from  any  public 
censure  being  thrown  upon  it  by  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  lady  abbess,  to  guard  herself  from 
blame,  in  such  an  extraordinary  affair,  in  case  it 
become  known  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  convent. 
"  Start  not,  Erina,  at  the  idea  of  your  flying 
with  me  as  the  associate  of  de  Brian^on.  The 
ceremony  of  my  union  with  him,  which  was  cele- 
brated at  my  uncle's  yesterday,  places  me  in  a 
situation  to  protect  you  as  the  companion  of  the 
viscount's  voyage  and  residence  in  India  j  where 
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his  regiment  being  ordered,  decided  my  acceding 
to  the  marriage  I  had,  prior  to  that  event,  refused. 
Believe  me,  Erina,  when  I  declare  I  have  entered 
into  that  engagement  without  reluctance,  since  the 
bonds  I  have  formed  are  a  small  consideration  for 
the  advantages  accruing  to  us  each  from  a  mea- 
sure that  was,  I  found,  the  only  one  that  could 
guard  your  liberty,  and  secure  to  me  the  enjoy- 
ment of  your  constant  society.  For  the  attain- 
ment of  this  supreme  pleasure,  I  have  sac  risked 
nothing  by  my  marriage  with  de  Briangon.  His 
character  has  risen  extremely  in  my  estimation  on 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  qualities,  which  1  was 
ignorant  he  possessed.  I  feel  ashamed  of  having 
pronounced,  at  my  first  acquaintance,  that  he  was 
interested  and  unfeeling;  because  he  has  since 
proved  his  title  to  the  praise  of  generosity  and 
sensibility,  by  his  conduct  towards  me,  which  I 
cannot  enlarge  upon  at  present:  yet  I  must  not 
omit  to  do  him  the  justice,  to  acknowledge  he  has 
acted  both  nobly  and  most  delicately  with  re- 
spect to  me  ;  which  will  ever  ensure  him  my 
esteem  and  gratitude,  and  render  me  assiduous  to 
contribute  to  his  happiness,  as  he  has  been  de- 
sirous of  promoting  mine,  by  a  solemn  vow  to 
protect  you  as  he  would  a  sister.  All  the  affection 
of  that  endearing  tie  you  will  ever  find  in  my 
assiduous  care  of  you,  my  beloved  Erina.     Let 
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me  entreat  you  never  to  mention  one  syllable  of 
being  indebted  to  me,  in  the  smallest  degree,  for 
any  thing  I  have  ever  done,  or  may  do  for  you, 
my  sweet  girl,  hereafter  ;  as  in  consulting  your 
welfare,  and  in  endeavouring  to  promote  your 
happiness,  I  procure  my  own  advantage,'  and  en- 
sure my  own  felicity,  which  can  only  arise  in  de- 
voting myself  to  the  tenderest  attentions  of  friend- 
ship towards  you.  Remember,  Erina,  that  in  ac- 
cepting what  you  consider  a  favour,  you  confer 
the  greatest  obligation  on  a  liberal  mind,  whilst 
you  evince  a  noble  soul  in  acknowledging  a  debt 
of  gratitude  for  that  solicitude  which  is  merely  a 
testimony  of  affection  on  my  part,  so  justly  due 
to  you,  as  a  trifling  return  for  the  benefits  your 
friendship  conferred  on  me  when  you  sacrificed 
your  happiness  for  mine,  in  remaining  an  exile 
from  your  country  and  relations  to  console  me  in 
distress.  Not  to  have  felt  your  claims  to  my 
Warmest  thanks  for  such  favours,  would  have  ar- 
gued me  most  unworthy,  since  I  should  have  failed 
in  the  performance  of  a  weighty  obligation ;  but 
to  answer  the  demands  of  duty  is,  at  best,  but  a 
negative  virtue,  which,  at  its  highest  estimation 
neither  merits  much  commendation,  nor  confers 
any  favour,  because  it  is  paid  as  a  just  tribute,, 
and  therefore  can  never  be  termed  a  gift. 
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M  I  am  too  grateful  to  Agnes  for  the  service 
she  has  rendered  me  in  attending  to  your  interest, 
to  remain  unmindful  of  her's.  Rely  on  my  word, 
she  risks  nothing  in  aiding  you  to  effect  your 
escape :  the  means  I  employ  for  her  security  I 
cannot  now  explain  ;  but  follow  her  directions  in 
silence  mid  security. 

"  Although  much  hurried  in  forwarding  pre- 
parations for  you  and  myself  for  our  voyage,  I 
cannot  omit  informing  you.  briefly  of  the  sequel  of 
the  chevalier's  story.  He  solicited  the  hand  of 
Antoinette  with  a  contrition  that  cancelled  his 
offence  against  fidelity ;  but  his  long-afhanced  bride 
refused  to  bestow  her  hand  on  a  suitor,  whose  ad- 
dresses, she  believed,  were  instigated  by  pity  rather 
than  affection  :  this  delicacy  of  conduct  complet- 
ed the  subjugation  of  my  cousin's  heart,  once  in- 
sensible to  Antoinette,  whose  merits  now  had  deep- 
ly touched  him.  When  she  determined  not  to 
listen  to  the  chevalier's  suit,  she  rejected  the  su- 
periorly splendid  offers  of  the  young  and  handsome 
Marquis  de  Vermillie,  at  the  same  time  telling 
her  friends  she  had  resolved  on  taking  the  veil. 
On  my  communicating  this  intelligence  to  my 
cousin,  he  was  deeply  affected  at  the  constancy  of 
Antoinette's  attachment,  so  touchingly  demon- 
strated :  he  was  so  moved  by  the  pensive  air  thai 
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had  succeeded  her  vivacity ;  so  greatly  shocked  at 
the  visible  decay  of  her  health,  and  so  much  alarm- 
ed at  her  intention  of  retiring  from  the  world,  into 
a  seclusion  absolutely  destructive  to  the  hopes  he 
had  retained  of  prevailing  on  her,  by  unwearied 
assiduity,  to  receive  his  sincere  vows  of  awakened 
admiration  and  tenderest  affection,  that  he  fell 
into  despair,  and  became  seriously  ill.  When  he 
was  reduced  to  a  situation  truly  calculated  to  ex- 
piate his  late  sin  against  Antoinette,  and  to  incline 
her  to  com  passion,  I  interceded  for  him  so  suc- 
cessfully, that  1  prevailed  on  her  to  attend  to  his 
addresses.  Speedily  restored  to  convalescence,  as 
to  hope,  the  chevalier  pleaded  his  cause  with 
such  ardour,  that  the  fair  one  consented  to  confer, 
without  delay,  the  indulgence  of  becoming  his. 

«  In  consequence  of  which,  they  were  yester- 
day united  at  the  same  altar  where  my  marrfege 
with  de  Brianecn  was  solemnized  ;  and  I  hud  the 
happiness  of  witnessing  true  felicity,  to  v.hich  I 
had  contributed,  and  which  you,  my  dearest  friend, 
may  glory  in  having  promoted  by  a  steady  line  of 
conduct,  that,  whilst  it  raised  you  in  the  estimation 
of  the  chevalier,  convinced  him  by  precept,  ex- 
ample, and  experiment,  that  true  happiness  could 
only  be  obtained  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  the 
strictest  principles  of  via  tueo 
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"  As  I  have  made  it  a  point  of  honour,  and 
therefore  of  duty,  to  guard  with  care  the  secret  of 
my  cousin's  heart,  which  he  is  now  persuaded  was 
rather  occasioned  by  admiration  of  your  dazzling 
perfections  than  by  a  serious  passion,  Antoinette 
has  been  saved  the  mortification  of  learning  that 
any  rival  had  caused  the  temporary  estrangement 
of  her  lover.  Their  parents,  rejoicing  in  the  festi- 
vities that  celebrate  the  nuptials,  which  have  long 
been  the  object  of  their  desire,  laugh  gaily  at 
what  they  term  the  natural  caprices  and  common 
quarrels  of  lovers  ;  and  believe  the  mutual  affec- 
tion of  their  newly  wedded  children  will  be  more 
animated  from  their  late  misunderstanding.  This 
i«,  in  fact,  the  real  case,  which  is  proved  by  the 
present  event,  without  the  cause  being  disco- 
vered. 

"  The  chevalier  assured  me  this  morning  he  is 
perfectly  cured  of  his  infidelity,  from  having  learn- 
ed, by  experience,  that  its  effects  may  be  most 
fatal.  He  tells  me  he  is  grateful  to  me,  and  to 
you,  my  dear  Erina,  for  having  discovered  to  him 
the  lovely  character  of  Antoinette,  which  nothing 
but  the  test  to  which  it  has  been  put,  could  have 
displayed  in  the  beautiful  colours  that  have  cap- 
tivated him,  and  rendered  her  triumph  over  his 
soul  complete. 
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"  We  experience  now,'  said  the  joyous  pair  to 
me  this  morning,  '-  the  real  charms  of  a  proved 
attachment ;  and  as  our  marriage  has  been  form- 
ed on  a  perfect  knowledge  of  each  other,  on  rational 
and  high  esteem,  and,  above  all,  on  a  mutual 
choice,  we  have  the  fairest  prospect  of  enjoying 
that  felicity  which  could  never  have  been  our  lot, 
had  we  entered  into  this  .vacred  and  indissoluble 
engagement  without  reflection,  reciprocal  inclina- 
tion, and  genuine  sentiment.' 

"  The  eyes  of  the  chevalier  and  his  bride  glis- 
tened with  delight  whilst  they  thus  addressed  me  : 
and  my  cousin,  pressing  the  hand  of  .Antoinette, 
said  to  her  with,  a  tenderly  gallant  air,  (  I  am  now 
so  fully  acquainted  with  your  virtues,  my  love, 
and  have  so  sensibly  felt  the  privation  of  your 
favour,  that  I  can  never  henceforth  risk  the  loss 
of  that  affection  you  have  so  indisputably  proved ; 
fear  not,  therefore,  that  I  should  become  guilty 
of  even  a  temporary  infidelity/  Antoinette  smiled, 
and,  in  her  turn,  assured  the  chevalier,  that  she 
was  too  sensible  of  the  value  of  possessing  his 
heart,  not  to  make  it  the  study  of  her  life  to  en- 
sure the  happiness  of  his,  by  such  an  exemplary 
constancy  as  would  merit  and  reward  his  love. 

ft  I  could  not  avoid  giving  you  this  history  to 
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cheer  your  spirits,  my  beloved  Erina.  Until  we 
meet  to  part  no  more,  adieu  !  In  the  mean  while 
1  am,  as  I  ever  shall  remain,  your's  most  faith- 
fully, entirely,  and  affectionately, 

"  Rosaline  Kinross." 

<{  P.  S.  I  retain  my  former  appellation,  not- 
withstanding my  marriage,  according  to  the  mode 
and  for  the  sake  of  my  beloved  country,  where  in- 
ferior titles  give  place  to  higher  degrees  of  rank. 
That  of  Countess  of  Kinross,  Viscountess  and 
Baroness  Bruce,  will  ever  be  dear  to  me,  as  the 
gift  of  my  gracious,  excellent,  and  noble  king; 
and  as  his  majesty  has  favoured  me  by  the  dis- 
tinctions of  honour  that  graced  the  naval  fame  of 
my  great  grandfather,  and  to  which  my  grandsire's 
bravery  as  a  British  admiral,  added  new  lustre  by 
deeds  of  renown,  I  am  strictly  bound,  not  only  to 
retain  those  brilliant  titles,  but  to  act  in  a  manner 
that  will  not  tarnish  them." 

As  Erina  perused  this  letter  by  the  tremulous 
faint  light  of  her  lamp  in  her  dreary  cell,  a  burst 
of  grief  escaped  her  lips  and  convulsed  her  bosom, 
when  she  came  to  the  sentence  which  disclosed 
that  her  friend  had  irrevocably  formed  that  indis- 
soluble connection  with  the  Viscount  de  Briangon, 
of  which  she  had  so  long  felt  an  unconquerable 
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dread,  and  which  she  had  so  recently  expressed  k 
positive  resolution  never  to  enter  into.  It  was 
evident  to  Erina,  notwithstanding  the  care  Rosa- 
line had  taken  to  set  the  affair  in  its  most  favour- 
able point  of  view,  that  her  marriage  must  have 
been  a  real  sacrifice  of  her  interest  and  happiness 
for  the  advantage  and  felicity  of  her  friend ;  and 
the  most  poignant  remorse  agonized  the  acutely 
feeling  soul  of  Erina,  at  the  reflection  of  having 
been  the  cause  of  Rosaline's  misery.  The  sorrow- 
ing girl  finished  the  perusal  of  Lady  Kinross's 
letter  through  showers  of  tears,  which  bedewed 
each  line.  Then  kissing  her  signature  with  en- 
thusiastic admiration,  gratitude,  and  tenderest 
affection,  she  folded  the  packet,  and  placing  it 
next  her  beating  heart,  Erina  threw  herself  on  her 
bed ;  not  to  sleep,  but  pass  the  night  in  weeping 
the  event  she  was  conscious  of  having  occasioned. 

u  Would  to  Heaven,"  she  sighed  in  mournful 
accents,  "  I  had  died  in  this  dismal  abode,  uh- 
cheered  even  by  intelligence  of  my  angelic  friend, 
rather  than  have  purchased  my  liberty  and  Rosa- 
line's charming  society  at  the  expence  of  her  hap- 
piness !" 

Perturbed  by  the  most  agonizing  sensations, 
Erina  watched  impatiently  for  the  dawn ;  at  the 
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approach  of  which,  fatigued  by  grief,  she  sunk 
into  a  disturbed  slumber,  and  was  suddenly  startled 
out  of  a  dreadful  and  confused  dream  by  the  matin 
bell. 

As  she  prepared  to  attend  its  summons  to  cha- 
pel, she  wiped  away  the  streaming  tears  she  could 
with  difficulty  repress,  and  joined  with  agitated 
fervour  in  the  morning  devotions,  reflecting  that 
in  three  days  she  should  become  the  companion 
of  her  beloved  friend,  who  had  sacrificed  her  own 
liberty  to  procure  that  blessing  for  her. 

Retired  in  her  solitary  cell,  she  was  absorbed 
in  the  idea  of  her  immense  obligations  to  Rosa- 
line, when  an  order  from  the  superior  command- 
ed Erina  immediately  into  her  presence. 

With  trembling  steps  the  noviciate  obeyed  the 
summons,  which  seemed  to  her  portentous  of 
some  new  suffering ;  and  as  she  passed  to  the 
apartments  of  the  lady  abbess,  the  agitated  Erina 
offered  a  mental  supplication  to  Omnipotence  for 
divine  protection,  and  fortitude  sufficient  to  sup- 
port her  in  the  trial  she  expected  to  encounter. 
On  her  entrance  into  the  chamber  where  the  su- 
perior waited  her  approach,  the  gentle  girl  made 
an  obeisance  equally  respectful  as  it  was  dignified; 

vol.  in.  H 
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and  was  received  with  a  condescending  smile,  in- 
stead of  the  severe  aspect  she  had  been  of  late 
accustomed  to  meet  in  every  one  of  the  sisterhood. 
A  circle  of  them  now  surrounded  the  chair  of  their 
superior,  who  rose  to  greet  Erina  as  she  advanced 
in  obedience  to  the  summons  that  had  brought  her 
before  a  dreaded  tribunal. 

She  was  not  long  detained  in  anxiety  to  learn 
the  reason  for  which  she  had  been  called  into  at- 
tendance; for  the  lady  abbess,  in  a  formal  address, 
informed  the  terrified  girl,  that  as  the  period  of 
her  profession  quickly  approached,  it  became  re- 
quisite she  should  prepare  for  the  sacred  solemnity 
of  taking  the  veil,  by  writing  immediately  to  in- 
form her  mother  of  her  sincerest  contrition  for 
the  late  heretical  opinions  she  had  entertained,  and 
that  she  was  about  to  assume  the  religious  habit  as 
a  just  penance  for  crimes  she  now  solemnly  ab- 
jured, on  voluntarily  taking  the  religious  vows; 
which  would  henceforth  detach  her,  equally  from 
choice  as  from  pious  obligations,  entirely  from 
the  world,  which  she  relinquished  with  pleasure, 
and  for  ever,  from  every  friend  and  relation,  whom 
she  estranged  herself  from  without  regret. 

Erina  started,  and  turned  pale  as  she  listened  to 
the  purport  of  the  superior's  command ;  who,  de- 


OR,   GUARDIAN    GENII.  147 

siriig  pen,  ink,  and  paper  to  be  placed  before 
the  young  noviciate,  ordered  her  instantly  to  exe- 
cute the  dictated  address  to  ber  friends  as  the  last 
that  would  be  allowed.  On  perceiving  her  re- 
luctance to  fulfil  the  demand,  the  abbess  repeated 
it  with  all  the  sternness  which  severity  of  disposi- 
tion could  throw  into  a  harsh  voice,  and  over  a 
set  of  features  naturally  coarse,  and  rendered  still 
harder  by  an  expression  of  haughty  command. 

The  gentle  Erina  felt  all  the  spirit  of  high  birth 
and  an  exalted  soul  swell  in  her  bosom,  and  glow 
in  her   face,  as  the  superior  addressed  her  with 
supercilious  severity.     The  amiable  girl  curbed, 
however,  the  sensation  of  resentment  she  expe- 
rienced, and  in  a  firm,  yet   soft  accent,  assured 
the  abbess,  that  no  extremity  should  ever  induce 
her  to  infringe   truth,  which  she   had  heretofore 
been  taught  to  revere  as  one  of  the  highest  christian 
duties.     On   the   superior's  demanding  with  se- 
verity, what  was  intended  by  the  insolent  insinu- 
ation  Erina  had  uttered,  she  replied,  with  calm 
dignity,  that  if  offence  had  been  taken  at  what  she 
said,  it  must  originate  in  a  consciousness  of  merit* 
ing  reproach,  which  was  not  intended.     The  lady 
abbess,  full  of  anger,   then  turned    ghastly  pale, 
and  trembled  with  spiteful  ire,  whilst  Erina  thus 
continued — "  I  have  submitted  to  every  penance 
H  2 
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enjoined  to  evince  my  reverence  for  pious  forms, 
and  my  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  religious 
institution  in  which  I  am  compelled  to  remain : 
were  I,  however,  mistress  of  my  actions,  I  should 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  this  abode ;  therefore,  as 
I  am  detained  here  against  my  inclination,  1  can- 
not say  I  relinquish  the  world  with  pleasure;  neither 
could  I,  without  great  and  infamous  falsehood, 
assure  my  friends  and  relations  that  I  estranged 
myself  from  them  for  ever  without  regret,  and  by 
free  choice  assume  the  habit  I  now  wear.  That 
habit  has  been  forced  upon  me — perhaps  there  is 
al<?o  a  power  by  which  I  might  be  compelled  to 
take  the  veil — possibly  there  are  means  by  which 
I  might  be  held  in  bonds  here  for  life :  I  pretend 
not  to  the  strength  to  withstand  such  injustice ;  1 
have  experienced  the  cruel  necessity  of  submitting 
to.  imprisonment — my  person  is  confined,  but  my 
mind  is  free,  and  would  remain  so  even  were  I  in 
chains;  and  whilst  Heaven  affords  me  the  grace, 
for  which  I  humbly  and  constantly  supplicate,  and 
while  L  retain  the  blessing  of  reason,  no  command 
however  peremptory,  no  entreaty  the  most  urgent, 
no  compulsion  although  ever  so  strong,  shall  ever 
force,  me  to  falsify  or  even  prevaricate.  I  have 
submitted  to  the  severe  interdiction  of  not  writing 
to  my  mother,  for  fear  of  subjecting  her  to  rigours 
similar  to  those  1  have  undergone,  but  no  earthly 
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power  shall  ever  make  me  sign  my  own  condemna- 
tion in  penning  lies." 

Whilst  Erina  spoke,  her  voice,  emphasis,  ges- 
tures, and  looks,  appeared  animated  by  celestial 
inspiration.  Her  tones  were  music,  her  accents 
were  impressive  of  firmness,  her  action  was  di- 
rected by  the  graces  to  enforce  conviction,  her 
countenance  was  sublime  virtue  expressed  in  the 
lineaments  of  perfect  beauty:  but  her  address 
roused  a  vindictive  spirit  to  subdue  Iter's;  and  by  the 
irresistible  mandate  of  the  indignant  superior,  Erina 
was  decreed  to  instant  confinement  in  the  prison- 
cell  of  the  convent,  as  a  punishment  for  contu- 
macious conduct.  (<  I  must  try,"  said  the  abbess, 
"  to  crush  that  stubborn  will,  which  dares  to  dis- 
pute mine.  Do  your  duty,"  cried  she,  in  a  loud 
voice,  and  pointing  to  Erina,  whilst,  by  the  fierce 
glance  of  her  eye,  she  cammanded  the  attendant 
nuns  to  their  office  of  arrest.  The  sisterhood  im- 
mediately evinced  their  ready  obedience  to  their 
director,  and  hastily  surrounding  the  offender? 
seized  her  to  conduct  her  to  the  dungeon  to  which 
she  had  been  sentenced.  But  Erina,  stung  by  an 
insult  she  had  never  until  then  experienced,  with 
a  commanding  look,  and  a  dignified  air,  waved 
her  hand  whilst  she  ordered  the  nuns  to  free  her 
from  their  grasp,  saying,  "  I  know  how  to  obey 
H  3 
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when  in  submission  there  is  no  dishonour.  Lead 
the  way,  and  1  shall  follow  to  a  dungeon,  to  chains, 
to  the  wrack,  to  death,  instead  of  disobedience  of 
those  sacred  commands  1  hold  more  precious  than 
a  life  of  earthly  pleasure,  since  their  observance, 
especially  when  we  are  tempted  to  infringe  them, 
will  be  rewarded  with  an  existence  of  eternal 
bliss." 

"  Lead  her  forth  from  my  insulted  presence," 
exclaimed  the  abbess. 

Erina  bowed,  and  bent  her  knee,  as  she  passed 
onward  with  a  more  assured  step  than  when  she 
entered  the  superior's  apartment. 

Not  a  tear,  nor  even  a  sigh,  escaped  the  victim's 
bursting  heart,  as  she  followed  her  guards  to  the 
prison.  Passing  the  cloisters,  she  descended  a  flight 
of  rugged  steps,  and  then  passing  under  subter- 
•  raneous  arches,  through  a  long  extent  of  narrow 
mazes,  where  the  light  of  day  glimmered  in  dark 
shade,  she  reached  a  massy  door;  which,  upon 
being  unlocked,  creaked  upon  its  huge  and  rusty 
liinges.  As  Erina  entered  her  dungeon  a  damp 
chill  struck  like  an  icy  bath  upon  her  frame,  and 
made  her  tremble  alike  with  cold  and  horror. 

"  Here   you  must  remain,"  said  one  of  the 
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nuns,  addressing  her  prisonerfor  the  first  time,  "  to 
repent  of  having  offended  our  superior.  Her  in- 
dulgence will,  however,  remit  your  punishment  on 
your  consenting  to  write  what  has  been  required." 

"  I  should  be  concerned  to  insult  the  lady 
abbess,"  replied  Erina ;  "  as  she  wears  the  religions 
habit,  I  respect  her  in  the  character  of  the  superior 
of  your  convent,  and  could  never  be  induced  to 
offend  her,  were  I  not  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
doing  so  to  avoid  sinning  against  that  Power  which 
the  abbess,  and  monarchs  themselves,  are  bound  to 
obey.  To  that  omnipotent  Power  I  appeal,  and 
trusting  in  his  mercy,  I  shall  endeavour  never  to 
act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  forfeit  the  protection 
and  support  for  which  1  shall  incessantly  pray. 
Thus  resolved,  I  cannot  promise  to  infringe  truth. 
Bear  this  as  my  final  answer  to  the  superior." 

"  Obstinate  girl !"  ejaculated  the  nun,  as  she 
closed  the  door,  and  left  Erina  in  the  darkness. 
The  turning  of  a  strong  lock,  and  the  clang  of 
heavy  bars  and  bolts  sounded  terrific  in  her  ears. 
She  sighed  deeply,  and  throwing  herself  upon  ;!ie 
cold  stone-floor  of  the  dungeon,  she  writhed  for 
a  moment  in  the  agony  of  despair,  uttering  the 
most  piercing  cries,  and  groaning  the  names  of 
Rosaline  and  Agnes.  "  Alas  !"  moaned  Erina, 
H  4 
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u  I  call  in  vain  on  those  names  so  dear  to  my 
heart !  Imprisoned  in  this  dungeon  1  must  end  my 
days,  since  my  release  can  only  be  obtained  by 
my  apostasy  from  truth  !" 

She  started  from  the  ground  with  a  sudden  springy 
and  beat  her  bosom  with  frantic  grief,  at  the  idea 
that  she  should  never  more  behold  the  light  of 
day,  nor  ever  again  hear  the  voice  of  friendship, 

u  Rosaline   has    sacrificed   herself  for   me    iti 

vain!"  sighed  JSrina — -"  yes!  exiled  to  distant 
regions  by  her  affection  for  me,  she  will  depart  in 
sadness,  and  live  unblessed,  daily  mburning  my 
wretched  fate,  of  which  she  will  be  apprized  by 
Agnes.  She  will,  perhaps,  accuse  me  of  cruelty 
to  her,  and  infidelity  to  friendship,  in  obstinately 
rejecting  the  means  of  effecting  my  release  from 
this  dungeon,  by  which  1  might  profit  by  the  ran- 
som she  has  paid  for  my  freedom — that  ransom 
which  has  cost  her  so  dear !  I  tremble  to  think 
that  its  price,  already  paid  past  recall,  has  been 
the  sacrifice  of  her  inclinations,  her  bondage  in- 
dissoluble to  a  character  unfitted  to  afford  her  hap- 
piness ;  while  her  sensibility  and  fortune  must  be 
devoted  to  his  caprices,  his  power,  his  pleasure, 
and  perhaps  become  victims  to  his  indifference  and 
total  neglect ! 
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"  Beloved,  pre-eminently  noble  girl !  best  of 
friends!  how  strongly  hast  thou  bound  my  soul  to 
thee !  Ah !  that  in  dying  I  could  repay  the  debt  of  gra- 
titude I  owe  thee,  by  restoring  thee  to  that  freedom 
and  happiness  thou  hast  so  generously  relinquished 
for  ever  to  purchase  mine  !  How  joyfully  should 
I  lay  down  my  life  to  ensure  the  felicity  of  thine  • 
Alas !  that  blessing  is  denied  me  :  instead  of  con- 
soling thee,  I  am  doomed  to  aggravate  those  very 
sufferings  thy  love  for  me  incurred  i"  Erina  trembled 
with  agitation,  an  icy  dew  stole  on  her  frame,  and 
a  sick  faintness  overpowered  her  so  entirely,  that 
she  sunk  upon  the  chilling  pavement.  For  a 
length  of  time  she  lay  motionless,  and  almost 
senseless,  while  her  ideas  wandered  beyond  her 
power  of  directing  them  :  from  a  state  of  mental 
stupor,  and  corporeal  torpor,  she  endeavoured  to 
restore  herself  by  rising  from  the  cold  damp  floor. 
It  was  the  wish  of  living  for  her  loved  Rosaline's 
sake,  that  roused  her  dying  spirits,  and  invigorated 
her  feeble  frame. 

Erina  groped  round  the  dungeon  in  hopes  of 
finding  something  on  which  she  might  recline,  and 
at  last  stumbled  on  what  felt  like  a  decaying  plank 
laid  across  two  stones  ;  on  this  she  seated  herself, 
and  enveloping  herfelf  as  close  as  possible  in  her 
coarse  vestments,  she  leaned  her  aching  head  upon 
H  5 
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her  hand  as  her  elbow  rested  on  her  trembling 
knees,  and  fell  into  a  deep  train  of  reflection. 

As  she  ruminated  on  the  situation  of  her  beloved 
friend,  on  the  sufferings  and  real  calamities  to  which 
she  might  be  exposed,  far  from  every  being  dear 
to  her  heart,  in  a  distant  country,  perhaps  a  cli- 
mate that  might  prove  direfully  fatal  to  the  gentle 
and  delicate  mind  and  frame  of  Rosaline  ;  whose 
soul  was  all  sentiment  and  softness,  whose  health 
required  the  kind  attentions  of  some  one  interested 
more  tenderly  in  her  welfare  and  ease,  than  her 
own  generous  nature  ever  permitted  her  to  be  in 
any  thing  concerning  herself;  as  all  these  thoughts 
pressed  heavily  on  the  heart  of  Erina,  it  seemed 
ready  to  burst  with  agonizing  sensations,  and 
she  demanded  of  her  judgment  if  she  was  justified 
In  stubbornly  refusing  to  free  herself  from  a  situ- 
ation from  which  she  might  liberate  herself  by 
acceding  to  the  proposals  of  the  lady  abbess  ;  and 
thus  obtain  the  means  of  becoming  the  faithful  at- 
tendant, the  protecting  companion,  and  the  affec- 
tionate consoler  of  Rosaline. 

Erina's  thoughts  became  bewildered  in  an  in- 
ternal disputation  on  the  most  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject  of  virtue  and  friendship,  in  a  point 
where  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  reconcile 


G%    GUARDIAN  GENII.  155 

the  obligations  of  the  first  with  the  duties  of  the 
latter.  Affection,  interest,  and  morality,  appeared 
at  perplexing  variance.  To  desert  her  kindest 
friend,  to  whom  she  owed  unbounded  gratitude, 
at  a  time  when  the  offices  of  friendship  would  be 
essential  to  her  peace,  absolutely  requisite,  per- 
haps, to  the  preservation  of  her  life — how  could 
that  be  reconcilable  to  religion?  Yet,  to  obtain 
the  power  of  serving  that  friend  by  duplicity  and 
fraud,  in  an  act  of  mean  evasion,  by  writing  a 
long  catalogue  of  falsehoods  in  deceitfully  declar- 
ing, by  a  voluntary  and  solemn  asseveration,  a 
resolve  to  perform  religious  vows,  when  that  om- 
niscient Power  to  whom  she  thus  bound  herself 
virtually  to  dedicate  the  whole  of  her  life  in  mo- 
nastic austerities,  knew  she  merely  promised  this 
to  effect  a  steady  secret  purpose  of  acting  a  per- 
jury, in  evading  the  fulfilment  of  the  bond,  which 
she  tacitly  swore  to  perform  by  writing  the  oaths, 
and  subscribing  to  them  formally  by  her  signature. 
All  this  chain  of  complicated  and  deliberate  decep- 
tion struck  the  refined  and  noble  soul  of  Erina 
with  horror ;  and  she  felt  she  never  could  have 
executed  the  numerous  frauds  required,  even  had 
she  determined  on  their  adoption.  (i  No !"  cried 
the  innocent  girl,  in  parley  with  herself,  "  my 
reason  tells  me  we  cannot  stand  absolved  in  infring- 
ing our  duty  to  the  great  Creator  for  the  perform- 
H  6 
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ance  of  any  social  obligation.  The  Almighty 
ever  watchfully  guards  his  virtuous  suffering  crea- 
tures. He  will  preserve  my  friend,  who  places 
her  trust  too  truly  in  Providence  to  fail  in  obtain- 
ing its  support  in  every  distress.  Thus  assured,  I 
commit  thee  to  Heaven's  care  in  peace  ;  and  hold- 
ing myself  innocent  of  any  wilful  offence  against 
its  commandments,  I  also  resign  myself  in  fuH 
tlependance  on  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events. 
and  ever  pray  for  my  loved  Rosaline's  happiness. 

"  Conscience,  that  faithful  monitor,  that  internal 
voice  of  the  Divinity,  who  has  placed  it  in  every 
human  breast  as  the  guardian  of  bis  laws, — that 
whisper  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  tells  me  we  can  never 
be  Justified  in  pursuing  criminal  means  to  effect 
the  best  actions  ;  and  that  voice,  whilst  it  pro- 
nounces a  religious  truth  as  my  guiding  precept, 
tells  me  also,  that  honour  forbids  me  to  render 
myself,  by  its  breach,  unworthy  of  my  descent, 
and  the  friendship  of  Rosaline — that  exalted  girl, 
who  would  despise  and  even  abhor  me  were  I 
capable  of  immorality  or  dishonour.  Virtue  ad- 
mits no  sophistry  in  its  precepts,  which  must  be 
preserved  pure  as  its  immaculate  source. 

"  Hence,  all  ye  base  suggestions  of  Satan !  lies 
clothed   by  fallacious    casuistry  in  the   garb     of 
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truth,  and    therefore  dangerous  deceivers  to  sin 
for  apparent  virtue's  sake  !" 

Erina's  ardent  mind  was  elevated  to  enthusiasm 
by  the  sublimity  of  her  reflections ;  she  threw  her- 
self on  her  knees,  and  clasping  her  hands,  raised 
them,  with  the  utmost  fervour  of  devotion,  in  sin- 
cere penitence  for  the  momentary  irresolution  in 
her  principles  of  rectitude.  Her  soul,  prostrated 
at  the  celestial  throne,  was  illumined  with  a  beam 
of  heavenly  wisdom ■;  and  pious  resignation  dif- 
fused in  her  bosom  that  holy  peace,  which  must 
ever  accompany  the  consciousness  of  deserving  the 
mercy  and  protection  of  Omnipotence.  u  Grant 
me,  great  Ruler  of  the  world,"  she  cried  with 
energy,  "  power  to  withstand  every  temptation  to 
infringe  thy  laws ;  and  may  I  ever  bear  with  pa- 
tient submission  to  thy  will,  the  sorrows  with 
which  thou  art  pleased  to  try  my  religious  obe- 
dience !" 

Erina  rose  from  her  supplicatiug  posture, 
strengthened  and  composed  by  the  true  piety 
which  renders  every  situation  tolerable  to  a  faith- 
ful christian.  She  felt  assured,  that  he  who  per- 
mits the  trial  of  his  creaturesf  will  afford  t-hem 
assistance  to  eschezv  those  errors  they  solicit  grace 
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to  avoid;  and  whenever  he  sees  ft,  he  zcill 
have  power  to  deliver  them  from  the  evils  which 
they  have  endured  zvith  resignation:  for  inno- 
cence and  virtue  are  the  particular  delight,  and 
peculiar  care  of  the  righteous  and  omnipotent 
Author  and  Director  of  all  things. 
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CHAP.  V. 


"  True  devotion  to  Heaven  is  love  of  our  fellow-creatures:  Cha« 
rity  is  religion;  for  our  Saviour  tells  us  to  love  one  another.  This 
was  the  new  commandment  he  enjoined  an  observance  of,  as  a  test 
of  attachment  and  obedience  to  him  ;  and  his  apostles  repeat,  that 
charity  will  hide  a  multitude  of  sins,  and  love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  law." 


J5  HUT  out  from  every  ray  of  light,  and  out  of 
the  reach  of  any  sound,  Erina  had  nothing  to 
guide  her  ideas  relative  to  the  course  of  time,  ex- 
cept the  succession  of  her  thoughts.  Hour  after 
hour  seemed  to  pass  while  she  remained  unnoticed, 
as  if  entirely  forgotten.  *  Surely/'  thought  the 
alarmed  girl,  "  those  who  have  confined  me  here, 
cannot  purpose  to  let  me  linger  here  neglected,  to 
perish  by  a  cruel  death !"  She  shuddered  as  this 
idea  crossed  her  fancy, 

At  length,  the  sound  of  approaching  footsteps 
roused  her  to  attention,  Her  prison  door  was  un- 
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barred,  and  unlocked,  and  several  nuns  entered. 
One  of  them  bore  a  lamp  with  a  basket,  from  which 
she  took  a  portion  of  bread,  which  she  placed 
in  silence  beside  Erina,  setting,  also,  a  bottle 
near  her.  Others  of  the  sisterhood  brought  a 
paillasse,  or  straw  mattress,  with  a  blanket ;  after 
unloading  themselves  of  which,  they  departed 
without  uttering  a  syllable.  The  nun  who  bore 
the  basket,  took  from  it  a  candle,  and  lighting  it 
to  guide  them  through  the  mazes  leading  from  the 
dungeon,  left  the  lamp  in  a  recess,  where  an  hour- 
glass and  human  skull  marked  mortality. 

As  soon  as  the  massy  door  was  closed  and  fast- 
ened, Erina  sighed  :  she  looked  around  on  the 
horrors  of  her  prison  ;  it  was  spacious,  and  arched 
with  rough-hewn  discoloured  stone,  which  gave 
it  some  resemblance  to  a  cavern:  the  similitude 
was  increased  by  its  rugged  walls,  encrusted  in 
many  parts  by  variously  tinted  mould,  nurtured  by" 
damps  that  glistened  to  the  faint  gleam  of  the 
lamp :  its  weak  rays  extended  not  to  every  corner 
of  the  dungeon,  and  its  deep  shade,  in  many  places, 
led  the  sight  into  so  dark  a  gloom,  that  the  ima- 
gination was  left  at  full  liberty  to  picture  views  of 
terror  suited  to  the  scene  uhere  the  desponding 
mind,  in  solitude,  was  led  to  muse  on  saddest  sub- 
jects.    The  sepulchral  darkness,  the  icy  chilness* 
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and  total  silence  reigning  here,  presented  to  the 
fancy  nothing  but  themes  of  human  dissolution; 
the  tomb  and  yawning  grave  here  seemed  to  wait 
the  cold  and  lifeles  remains  of  mortality, — which 
led  the  thoughts  to  its  mouldering  decay  ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  confidence  in  a  resurrection 
placed  before  mental  vision  embodied  spirits 
rising  from  death  to  immortality:  and  here  fancy 
might  paint  ethereal  forms  of  celestial  brightness, 
and  clothed  in  glory,  beckoning  saints  to  heaven, 
to  join  with  angels  in  choral  songs  of  pious  praise; 
while  infernal  demons,  with  scorpion  lashes,  and 
hideous  yells,  turned  offenders,  starting  from  the 
horrid  grave,  into  the  flaming  abyss  of  endless  mi- 
sery  their  sins  had  merited :  and  here  the  ter- 
rified imagination  was  led  to  wander  amidst 
the  troubled  ghosts  and  perturbed  spectres  who 
groan  eternal  remorse  that  their  perverse  wills, 
in  a  mortal  state  of  probation,  chose  to  reject  the 
offered  salvation;  which,  accepted,  would  have 
placed  them  in  bliss,  the  view  of  which,  to  them 
now  unattainable,  racks  them  with  envious  tor- 
ments. Such  were  the  thoughts  and  reflections  of 
the  imprisoned  girl. 

United  to  enthusiasm  of  sentiment  and  a  power- 
ful imagination,  Erina  possessed  a  strength  of  un- 
derstanding to  direct  the  energy  of  her  feelings,  and 
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the  flights  of  fancy,  to  moral,  profound,  and  cor- 
rect ideas ;  and  all  the  sensations  the  scene  of 
melancholy  desolation  now  surrounding  her  pre- 
sented, tended  to  improve  all  the  faculties  of  her 
soul.  Her  education  and  sense  placed  her  out  of 
tbe  reach  of  every  superstitious  dread ;  and  her 
rational  apprehensions,  subdued  by  pious  reflec- 
tions and  religious  reliance  on  the  Governor  and 
Preserver  of  the  world,  made  Erina  feel  assured 
that  the  Supreme  Intelligence,  which  protects  the 
minutest  works  of  the  universe,  would  not  neglect 
to  bestow  on  her  that  care  she  had  ever  most  de- 
voutly and  now  earnestly  solicited. 

A  train  of  thoughts,  at  once  sublime,  awful,  and 
yet  consolatory,  filled  her  mind  with  past  incidents, 
her  present  situation,  and  future  prospects.  Grate- 
ful for  all  the  blessings  retrospection  told  her  she 
had  enjoyed,  submissive  in  the  distresses  in  which 
she  now  was  involved,  and  relying  on  the  mercy 
of  Heaven  to  render  her  future  circumstances  such 
as  must  ultimately  tend  to  individual  and  general 
advantage,  since  infinite  wisdom  guided  the  result 
of  every  human  occurrence,  she  felt  spiritual  com- 
fort, and  even  happiness,  in  the  midst  of  local 
wretchedness  and  corporeal  sufferings :  for  the 
damp  chill  of  the  vault,  which  had  struck  her 
with  a  cold  tremor,  and  a  noisome  effluvia,  oa 
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entering  the  dungeon,  had,  in  the  course  of  many 
hours,  produced  a  real  indisposition.  Her  head 
was  tortured  with  an  intense  pain,  she  felt  a  nausea, 
and  general  bodily  uneasiness,  such  as  is  indicative 
of  an  approaching  fever.  Erina  lothed  the  idea 
of  eating:  however,  as  she  was  convinced  that 
night  had  far  advanced,  and  considered  that  as 
she  had  tasted  nothing  since  the  morning,  it  would 
be  weakness  to  fast  until  the  next  day,  and  know- 
ing that  the  preservation  of  life  is  a  duty  in  every 
possible  situation,  she  forced  herself  to  eat  a  small 
portion  of  the  bread  allowed  her,  and  drank  some 
of  the  beverage,  which  she  found  to  be  simple 
water.  Thankful  to  Providence  for  this  homely 
sustenance,  she  offered  her  orisons  as  a  grace  ; 
and  then  trimming  her  lamp,  and  enveloping 
herself  in  the  blanket,  that  was  the  only  cover- 
ing afforded  to  her  hard  mattress,  the  oppressed 
girl  lay  down  to  rest  her  weary  limbs.  Reflection, 
instead  of  sleep,  visited  her  for  a  number  of 
hours,  until  exhausted  nature  sunk  her  into  that 
kind  of  perturbed  slumber  which  is  more  tiring 
than  watchfulness. 

In  the  course  of  some  time,  Erina  awoke  with 
a  sudden  start  to  utter  darkness.  Her  head  felt 
dull,  her  eyes  heavy,  and  her  lips  parched,  while 
every  joint  seemed  stiffened,  and  a  sensation  of 
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general  pain  almost  disabled  her  from  moving, 
She  stretched  herself,  however,  and  fell  into  an 
unquiet  doze.  On  awaking  from  a  state  of  tedious 
stupefaction,  she  lay  a  long  while  motionless  from 
extreme  lassitude :  her  thoughts,  however,  more  ac- 
tive than  ever,  ran  busily  on  a  thousand  interesting 
themes,  when  suddenly  she  believed  the  darkness 
around  her  gave  place  to  an  illumination  of  effulgent 
light,  and  that,  issuing  from  a  bright  cloud,  a  spirit 
of  beatitude,  clothed  in  robes  of  celestial  radiance, 
beckoned  her  with  one  hand,  whilst  with  the  other, 
uplifted,  it  pointed  to  a  crown  of  glory,  which, 
suspended  by  angels,  shewn  more  brilliantly 
than  the  blaze  of  any  diamond;  each  star  that 
engemmed  this  heavenly  diadem,  sparkling  with 
ethereal  fire,  shot  rays  of  dazzling  lustre,  vivid  as 
the  sun-beam  that  shines  too  strong  a  flame  for 
mortal  eyes  to  gaze  upon. 

Soon  as  the  radiant  vision  brightened  the  warm 
fancy  of  Krina,  she  sprung  from  her  recumbent 
posture,  nerved  with  delight,  and  bounding  forward 
with  elastic  step,  she  stretched  her  arms,  crying, 
with  enthusiasm — ft  Blest  spirit  of  my  father! 
thy  obedient  daughter  is  ready  to  obey  thy  sum- 
mons ! — 1  come,  I  come,  to  share  with  thee  eternal 
joys!"  Uttering  these  .  words,  she  threw  herself 
forward  on  one  knee  to  seize  and  embrace  the 
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charming  vision,  which  seemed  to  smile  in  sainted 
ecstasy;  but  as  the  enthusiastic  girl  extended  her 
hands,  she  felt  a  clay-cold  form  within  her  grasp  : 
she  leaned  forward,  however,  and  found  her  bosom 
chilled  by  an  icy  touch  ;  when,  suddenly  as  the 
bright  vision  had  appeared  to  Erina,  it  seemed  to 
vanish  from  her  sisrht.  She  trembled  and  sighed--- 
her  spirits  sunk,  her  momentary  strength  was  ex- 
hausted ;.  she  reclined  her  beating  temples  against 
the  cold  rugged  wall  near  which  she  kneeled,  and 
shivering  at  the  chilling  touch  of  the  damp  rough 
stone  against  which  her  bosom  leaned,  she  moaned 
and  -fell  senseless  on  the  pavement  of  her  dungeon. 
Long  lost  to  reflection,  she  was  at  length  roused  by 
her  own  groans.  With  the  return  of  recollection, 
that  of  the  vision  recurred  as  a  dream  that  often  re- 
mains strongly  stamped  upon  the  imagination  while 
it  is  sensible  all  was  an  illusion  of  fancy.  Erina 
felt  her  ideas  inclined  to  wander,  and  endevouring 
to  controul  their  wild  disorder,  she  crept  to  seek 
her  mattress,  and  rinding  it  after  some  search,  she 
covered  herself  with  the  blanket,  and  dozed  and 
waked  alternately. 

Startled,  at  length,  by  a  ray  of  light,  she  looked 
around,  while  her  thoughts  were  so  occupied  by 
the  late  vision,  thatshe  expected  again  to  behold  it. 
The  object,  however,  that  approached,  bore  no 
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similitude  to  the  fancy-formed  spirit  of  ber  late 
father ;  arid  Erina,  in  bitter  disappointment,  mo- 
tioned it  from  her  whilst  it  continued  to  advance. 
As  it  came  near  her  she  shuddered  and  screamed ; 
and  shrinking  from  its  touch,  cried,  "  Avaunt,  de- 
mon of  horror  !" 

The  figure  then  bending  over  her,  sighed  and 
shook  its  head.  Erina  started.  She  heard  a  tone 
of  compassion,  and  melting  into  the  first  tears  she 
had  shed  since  her  entrance  into  the  dungeon, 
found  herself  relieved,  and  pressed  the  strange 
hand  which  was  alternately  applied  to  her  head  and 
bosom. 

"  Angel  of  light !  sweet  soul  of  benevolence  !" 
ejaculated  Erina,  fixing  her  eyes  wildly  on  those 
now  gazing  with  solicitude  on  her,  "  pardon  me 
that  I  did  not  at  first  recognize  in  thee  my  best 
friend !  my  beloved,  my  amiable  Rosaline !  Good 
Heavens  !  you  are  greatly  changed!" — then  smil- 
ing sweetly,  she  added  in  a  soft  tone,  "  yet  I  love 
thee  !  and  ever  shall  under  every  alteration."  She 
started  forward,  and  embracing  an  attendant  nun, 
sunk  fainting  into  her  arms. 
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Insensible  to  all  that  followed,  Erina  did  not 
recover  her  recollection  until  after  a  considerable 
interval ;  when  coming  to  herself  she  found  she 
had  been  removed  to  the  infirmary,  and  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  sisterhood,  with  the  superior  seated 
beside  her  bed.  Erina  sighed  heavily  on  recog- 
nizing her ;  the  abbess  smiled  while  she  interro- 
gated the  poor  patient  concerning  her  health,  and 
on  finding  her  composed  and  rational,  exhorted 
her  mildly  to  submit  to  what  had  been  required 
of  her. 

Upon  this  address  Erina  relapsed  into  the  ravings 
of  her  delirium,  and  said,  with  an  emotion  of 
horror,  "  No — no — I  am  not  in  my  senses  ;  but 
I  cannot,  I  will  not,  even  in  distraction,  write  and 
sign  falsehoods.  1  will  never  promise  to  take  the 
veil,  for  I  do  not  intend  to  profess  myself.  Where 
is  my  friend.  Lady  Kinross  ?  She  came  to  see  me, 
and  you  cruelly  tore  us  from  each  other— but  no 
matter,  she  will  not  forsake  me;  she  will  deliver 
me  from  the  power  of  cruel  injustice ;  she  will 

come  in  three  days  to •.  Erina  stopped 

short,  and  paused.  A  recollection  stole  through 
the  confusion  of  her  ideas  a  conviction  of  wander- 
ing; she  was,  although  in  the  derangemeut  of  a 
high  fever,  so  much  mistress  of  her  mind  as  to  be 
aware  that  even  the  incoherence  of  her  thoughts 
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and  speech  might,  in  betraying  her  project,  not 
only  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  execution,  but 
that  she  might  also,  in  her  ravings,  expose  the 
kind  i\gnes  to  discovery  as  an  accomplice  in  the 
plan  of  Rosaline,  and  thus  subject  those  faithful 
friends  to  danger  and  distress.  In  consequence  of 
this  dread  Erina  resolved  on  total  silence  ;  and 
maintained  it  notwithstanding  the  derangement  of 
her  intellect,  and  the  natural  inclination,  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  to  talk  incessantly  on  the  theme  of 
her  disturbed  ideas. 

The  lady  abbess  felt  all  her  late  displeasure  at 
the  obstinacy  of  her  refractory  noviciate  return 
with  double  force,  on  perceiving  that  no  state  of 
suffering,  nor  condition  of  mind,  could  effect  what 
appeared  requisite  to  prove,  for  the  honour  of  her 
convent,  that  conviction,  instead  of  compulsion, 
had  made  Erina  a  votary  to  the  religious  habit. 

"  You  can  never  again  see  Lady  Kinross,"  said 
the  indignant  superior.  "  Your  friend  called  on 
me,  five  days  since,  on  her  way  to  the  port,  whence 
she  was  instantly  to  embark  for  the  East-Indies, 
with  her  husband,  the  Viscount  de  Briangon.  She 
wept  much  on  learning  that  your  perverse  conduct 
had  subjected  you  to  a  rigorous  confinement, 
which  precluded  the  possibility  of  her  taking  leave 
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of  you.  She  is  now  many  leagues  from  Paris, 
pursuing  her  voyage ;  and  you  are  left  to  regret 
and  lament  in  vain  that  stubborn  behaviour  which 
has  robbed  you  of  this  last  sight  of  your  late 
companion." 

Each  word  the  abbess  uttered  struck  a  dagger 
to  Erina's  heart ;  the  intelligence  now  communi- 
cated, by  concentrating  her  thoughts  and  feelings 
to  one  point,  acted  with  a  surprising  power  to 
collect  her  late  scattered  ideas  and  senses.  The 
full  force  of  her  understanding  resumed  its  empire ; 
and  her  returning  reason  rendered  her  most  keenly 
sensible  to  the  dreadful  misfortune,  now  ascertained 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  in  the  departure  of  Rosaline 
every  prospect  of  escape,  and  all  hopes  of  release 
from  a  life  of  misery  and  perpetual  imprisonment, 
were  extinct.  Erina  sighed  deeply,  wept  bitterly, 
and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  herself  to  her  dread- 
ful fate.  Although  bereaved  of  every  thing  that 
could  render  her  existence  desirable,  she  took 
willingly  all  the  lothsome  remedies  that  were 
administered  for  her  illness,  from  a  conviction  that 
no  being  had  a  right  to  throw  away  life,  and  that 
to  reject  the  means  of  preserving  it  was  actual 
suicide. 

Her  fever  ceased  to  rage  with  violence,  and  on 
VOL,    ill.  I 
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the  following  day  she  felt  herself  so  much  restored, 
that  the  nun  who  attended  her  relaxed  in  watch- 
ing her.  Being  left  alone  at  the  hour  of  dinner, 
she  was  visited  for  the  first  time  on  that  day  by 
Agnes,  who,  smiling  sweetly,  put  into  her  hands 
the  following  billet,  and  disappeared. 

<f  Dear  and  persecuted  victim  of  cruelty!  I 
have  not  been  able  till  the  present  moment  to  as- 
sure you  I  watch  assiduously  over  your  interest. 
1  thank  Heaven  for  your  restoration  to  reason  and 
returning  health,  which  recurring  apparently  as  if 
by  miracle,  convinces  me  that  Providence,  by  suc- 
couring you  under  oppression,  will  relieve  you 
from  it,  and  avenge  injustice. 

u  Your  friend  Lady  Kinross,  having  taken  leave 
of  all  her  acquaintance  to  evade  suspicion  of  in- 
tending your  rescue,  and  to  mislead  conjecture  re- 
specting the  means  of  your  flight,  lives  with  the 
viscount  in  concealment  at  Paris,  while  she  is 
supposed  to  be  already  embarked  ;  and  with  the 
assiduity  of  true  friendship  maintains  a  secret  com- 
munication with  me,  in  order  to  watch  over  your 
safety,  and  aid  your  escape.  Let  this  certainty  re- 
vive your  spirits,  and  console  your  mind.  I  dare 
not  hold  any  conversation  with  you,  as  I  am  afraid 
of  being  overheard  by  the  sisterhood  ;  1  therefore 
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take  this  mode  of  informing  you,  that  your  present 
situation  is  favourable  for  your  escape,  as  it  is  re- 
moved from  the  part  of  the  convent  where  the  nuns 
live. 

"  To  night,  after  the  last  service,  and  your  nurse 
has  retired  to  repose,  when  I  have  reason  to  think 
we  may  pass  the  cloisters  without  detection,  you 
will  see  me  enter  the  infirmary.  Watch  my  ap- 
proach, and  prepare  yourself  to  follow  in  silence 
whither  I  shall  lead  you  to  join  your  loved  friend 
and  her  husband,  who  are  to  be  in  waiting  for 
you ;  and  who  will,  on  a  signal  from  me,  concerted 
between  us,  throw  a  ladder  of  ropes  over  the 
south  wall,  which  I  will  assist  you  to  mount.  Re- 
member, for  our  safety  depends  on  it,  we  are 
both  enjoined  to  total  silence — even  an  adieu  ut- 
tered in  a  whisper  might  betray  us  both ;  there- 
fore, our  farewell  must  be  a  mute  embrace,  and  a 
silent  tear.  Added  to  which,  1  seize  tiiis  opportunity 
of  assuring  you,  amiable  and  beloved  Erina,  that 
the  prayers  of  Agnes  will,  while  she  lives,  be  of- 
fered regularly  and  devoutly  for  the  felicity  of 
tfiose  companions,  whose  presence,  for  a  while, 
enlivened  the  dreary  abode  to  which  her  fate 
confines  her,  and  the  remembrance  of  whose 
friendship  will  gild,  with  sweetly  tender  reco7- 
lections,  the  days  and  last  hours  of  herreligious 
seclusion  /' 

I  2 
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The  surprised  and  rejoiced  Erina  wept  tears  of 
affection  and  warmest  gratitude  over  the  friendly 
nun's  consolatory  address.  The  heart  of  the  late 
suffering  girl  seemed  bursting  with  the  mingled 
sensations  of  pious  thankfulness  for  the  extraor- 
dinary mercies  of  Providence,  and  tenderest  attach- 
ment to  those  amiable  and  faithful  friends  who 
were  the  ministers  of  Heaven  in  relieving  her  from 
a  state  of  wretchedness. 

As  she  had  that  day  been  allowed  to  rise,  and 
was  now  without  any  observer  of  her  actions,  she 
committed  the  uote  she  had  just  received  to  the 
flames,  as  she  had  been  accustomed  to  burn  Ro- 
saline's letters,  lest,  through  any  casualty,  her  se- 
cret correspondence  should,  by  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  superior,  or  any  of  the  sisterhood, 
betray  to  anger  and  punishment  the  good  Agnes, 
to  whose  friendly  interference  and  aid  she  was  so 
much  indebted  for  this  only  solace  in  affliction. 

Renovated  to  spirits  by  her  .means,  Erina  felt 
that  the  ecstasy,  in  expectation  of  enfolding  Ro- 
saline to  her  heart  after  so  long  a  separation, 
would  be  chastened  by  the  necessity  of  embracing 
Agnes  for  the  last  time,  previous  to  leaving  her  for 
ever  a  prey  to  all  the  melancholy  of  an  eternal 
seclusion  from  that   world  which   still   had   the 


OR,     GUARDIAN    GENU.  173 

strongest  tie  in  nature  upon  her  affections  :  for 
the  nun  daily  gave  a  tear  of  sad  regret  to  the  re- 
membrance of  that  tender  connection  of  her  youth, 
which  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  aided  by  a  formal 
dissolution,  had  had  no  power  to  break.  "  Poor 
Elise  de  Vermont !"  frequently  ejaculated  Erina, 
as  she  remarked  her  sigh  and  shed  a  tear  to  the 
memory  of  du  Beaumanoir;  who,  although  no 
longer  her  husband,  was  still  beloved  by  Agnes, 
without  a  crime,  as  the  father  of  her  child,  whom 
a  cruel  fate  had  compelled  her  to  give  up  when 
she  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  herself  at  the  altar,  as 
the  victim  of  an  imprudent  marriage.  And, 
u  Poor  Agues !"  now  sighed  Erina,  giving  a  tear 
of  affectionate  compassion  to  that  faithful  friend, 
while  a  smile  adorned  her  pallid  face  at  the  pros- 
pect of  joining  Rosaline,  as  the  companion  of 
that  exile  she  had  incurred  for  her  sake. 

The  midnight  hour  was  expected  with  fluttering 
anxiety.  Left  to  an  early  repose,  Erina  counted 
with  impatience  the  strokes  of  the  convent  clock, 
marking  the  hours  of  eleven  and  of  twelve.  The 
chapel  bell  then  rang  to  the  last  service,  which 
being  concluded,  a  dead  silence  reigned  through- 
out the  nunnery.  Erina  heard  nought  but  the  pal- 
pitation of  her  own  heart,  which,  in  sympathy  with 
1  ,'> 
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the  pulsations  of  her  temples,  appeared  to  sound 
upon  her  pillow. 

The  old  nun,  who  had  attended  as  nurse,  worn 
down  by  years,  and  fatigued  by  late  watching  her 
patient,  and  the  labours  of  the  day,  was  now 
buried  in  the  soundest  sleep.  Erina  rose,  and 
throwing  on  her  habit  hastily,  waited  the  approach 
of  Agnes ;  who,  true  to  her  appointment,  stole  into 
the  infirmary,  and  beckoning  Erina,  was  followed 
by  her  in  cautious  silence,  and  with  a  light  tread. 
As  soon  as  they  had  gained  the  cloisters,  the 
amiable  nun  encircled  her  charge  in  an  embrace, 
and  then,  supporting  her  feeble  steps,  led  her  to- 
wards the  south  wall. 

The  night  was  dark  and  tempestuous  ;  the  ground 
was  slippery  with  ice  and  snow,  driving  with  a  keen 
frosty  blast,  which  almost  palsied  the  feeble  limbs 
of  the  trembling  invalid  as  she  passed  over  the  con- 
gealed heaps  that  lay  scattered  on  the  garden  paths. 
On  turning  the  angle  of  the  chapel  in  their  way  to 
the  southern  wall,  Agues  and  Erina  were  startled, 
and  shocked  beyond  description,  by  the  suddeu 
appearance  of  three  monks,  stationed  evidently  on 
posts  of  attentive  watch. 

Instantly  conjecturing  that  their  scheme,  by  some 
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means,  had  been  detected,  the  alarmed  nun  and 
her  young  companion  turned  quickly  to  retrace 
their  steps  back  to  the  convent  portal ;  and,  winged 
with  terror,  fled  some  yards  over  the  difficulties  of 
their  rugged  walk.  Erin  a  then  finding  herself  un- 
able to  proceed  in  her  escape  with  sufficient  speed 
to  outrun  the  monks,  who  were  now  pursuing  them 
with  eager  haste,  disengaged  herself  from  the  sup- 
porting arm  of  Agnes,  crying  to  her  with  hurried 
trepidation,  "  Leave  me — leave  me  to  my  fate,  too 
generous  friend !  and,  for  the  sake  of  my  peace, 
avoid  the  inevitable  destruction  that  awaits  me ! 
Go,  and  save  me  from  the  distress  of  involving 
you  in  punishment,  that,  alone,  I  shall  meet  with 
fortitude.  I  will  no  longer  impede  you  in  the 
flight  you  may  effect,  and  which  I  find  impossible 
from  my  weakened  powers." 

Erina,  with  courage,  now  faced  her  pursuers, 
and  stood  supporting  her  feeble  frame  against  the 
chapel  gate  ;  but  Agnes,  instead  of  escaping  with 
the  celerity  which  would  effectually  have  secured 
her  retreat,  and  prevented  entirely  her  being  de- 
tected as  an  accomplice  or  aider  of  the  fugitive 
noviciate,  observing  her  ready  to  faint  from  terror 
and  fatigue,  clasped  her  in  her  arms,  crying,  "  I 
am  incapable  of  deserting  that  generous  friend,  who 
boldly  braves  the  utmost  danger  to  save  me 
14 
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from  it.  Erina,  I  will  share  thy  punishment  to 
alleviate  thy  sufferings  ;  and  in  following  thy  heroic 
example,  prove  myself  worthy  of  thy  affection." 

The  monks,  who  had  now  reached  her,  seized 
her,  and  grasped  the  fainting  Erina,  ejaculating, 
"  Thank  Heaven,  we  have  at  length  found  and 
secured  you  both  !" 

Agnes  threw  herself,  nearly  senseless,  with  de- 
spair and  terror  on  the  icy  bosom  of  Erina,  ex- 
claiming,   ere  she   swooned,    u  Sweet  victim  of 
early  sorrow  and  misfortune !  angelic  girl !  beloved 
companion  of  my  grief !  1  learn  from  thee  innu- 
merable lessons  of  exalted  virtue.     In  thee  is  seen 
the  perfection  attainable  by  human  nature  when  it 
becomes   the  aim   of  mortals  :  by  thy  example   I 
learn,  that  duty  comprehends,  in  one  great  system, 
every  obligation  both  moral  and  religious,  social 
and  pious.     Thou  hast  taught  me  that  true  devo- 
tion to  Heaven  is  love  to  our  fellow-creatures. 
Charity  is  religion ;  for  our  Saviour  tells  us  to 
love  one  another  :  this  teas  the  new  commandment 
he  enjoined,  an  observance  of  a  test  of  attachment 
and  obedience  to  him ;  and  his  apostles  repeat, 
that  charity  zoill  hide  a  multitude  of  sips,  and 
iove  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  laze" 
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CHAP.  VI. 


'*  Every  person  should  be  deterred  by  morality,  as  they  ought 
lt>  be  restrained  by  honour,  from  trifling  with  the  soft  affections  of 
the  heart  of  sensibility  :  for  a  captive  of  love,  made  in  the  wanton 
sport  of  coquetry,  is  a  disgraceful  triumph  of  wickedness,  as  well 
as  folly,  and  can  only  be  flattering  to  the  contemptible  passion  of 
vanity  ;  which,  in  exciting  tender  feeling  without  an  intention  of 
repaying  it,  is  equally  dishonest  as  barbarously  cruel." 


JL  O  all  that  now  followed,  Agnes  and  Erina  were 
insensible.  The  nun  was  seized  with  a  succession 
of  fainting  fits,  from  which  she  was  with  much 
difficulty  restored  to  recollection  :  and  Erina,  much 
debilitated  by  the  violent  illness  that  had  for  many 
days  confined  her  to  bed,  relapsed  into  a  raging 
fever,  attended  by  delirium,  which  rendered  her. 
unconscious  of  every  thing  passing  around  her, 
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On  a  return  of  reason  she  found  herself  in  a 
strange  chamber,  extremely  darkened  ;  beside  her 
bed  sat  two  females,  attentively  watching  her. 
The  face  that  first  met  her  gaze  was  not  unknown ; 
the  benevolent  glances  of  the  humid  eyes  rivetted 
on  Erina,  were  perfectly  familiar  to  her,  although 
confusedly  recognized.  Raising  herself,  and  bend- 
ing forward  with  an  enquiring  look,  she  saw  the 
second  female  throw  herself  upon  her  knees  in  a 
touching  attitude  of  tender  solicitude ;  and  in  the 
soft  azure  eyes  of  the  anxious  attendant,  beheld 
her  much  loved  Rosaline ! 

"  Friend  of  my  soul !"  cried  Erina,  starting  from 
her  bed,  "  tell  me  if  thou  art  really  my  long-lost 
Rosaline;  or  if  my  fancy,  filled  with  thy  idea, 
cheats  me  into  a  vain  belief  of  enjoying  the  presence 
of  my  first,  my  best,  my  dearest  friend !" 

The  smiling  Rosaline,  in  silence,  extended  her 
arms  towards  Erina,  who  fell  into  the  embrace  of 
friendship  with  a  burst  of  hysteric  ecstasy.  The 
embrace  was  long,  ardent,  and  repeated,  to  express 
the  rapturous  seasations  of  two  sincere,  warm,  and 
virtuous  hearts,  which  experienced  an  enthusiasm 
of  sentiment  language  could  but  feebly  speak  even 
in  its  tenderest  words,, 
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In  the  first  tumult  of  joyful  surprise,  Erina  en- 
quired not  by  what  means  she  had  been  restored 
to  liberty  and  happiness,  from  the  most  dreadful 
of  all  possible  situations,  that  had  deprived  her  of 
her  faculties  :  the  recollection  of  that  moment 
when  she  saw  herself  delivered  into  the  power  of 
three  monks,  whom  she  had  believed  the  con- 
fessors of  the  convent  whence  she  was  endeavour- 
ing to  escape,  threw  her  into  a  tremor  of  agita- 
tion even  in  the  protecting  arms  of  Rosaline, 
whilst  assured  by  the  voice  of  friendship  that  every 
difficulty  was  surmounted,  all  peril  past,  and  that 
she  was  safely  sheltered  in  the  bosom  of  security 
and  affection. 

Erina  trembled,  wept,  smiled,  and  hanging  on 
the  neck  of  her  attendant  and  beloved  friend,  gave- 
a  sigh  to  the  remembrance  of  Agnes.  "  Dear, 
faithful  friend  !"  ejaculated  the  weeping  girl,  "  kind 
guardian  of  my  preservation !  to  whose  care  I  am 
indebted  for  the  felicity  I  now  enjoy,  where  art 
thou  now,  amiable  and  beloved  companion  of  my 
late  imprisonment  ?  Perhaps  thou  art,  at  this  mo- 
ment, lingering  in  the  dismal  dudgeon  where  I  was 
immured."  Erina  shuddered  ;  and,. demanding  if 
Rosaline  could  inform  her  of  the  fate  of  Agnes.,, 
she  burst  into  a  passion  of  tears. 
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The  gentle  Lady  Kinross,  alarmed  at  the  violent 
emotion  of  her  invalid  friend  in  the  enfeebled  state 
of  her  health,  soothed  her  into  composure,  by  an 
assurance  that  Agnes  was  not  in  a  situation  of  any 
peril  or  suffering.  Then,  beckoning  to  her  com- 
panion in  attendance  on  Erina,  Rosaline  said,  in 
a  cheerful  tone,  "  Come  hither  my  associate  nurse, 
and  unite  with  me  in  convincing  my  patient,  that 
her  good  friend,  the  nun,  is  perfectly  safe  from  all 
danger,  and  that  her  happiness  wants  nothing  to 
render  it  complete,  except  the  perfect  recovery 
of  Erina." 

As  the  unknown  female  approached  with  emo- 
tion, and  gently  touched  the  hand  of  Erina,  the 
agitated  girl  exclaimed  in  accents  of  pleasure,  min- 
gled with  doubt,  "  Whom  do  I  see  ?  Agnes  !  No, 
it  cannot  be  : — the  countenance  is  like  the  amiable 
nun's  expressive  face — yet  the  figure  is " 

u  That  of  Elise  de  Vermont !"  interrupted  Ro- 
saline, smiling. 

Erina  repeated  tjie  name  with  a  tone  of  anxious 
enquiry ;  and  the  now  recognized  companion  of 
the  two  friends,  greeting  each  other  with  a  kiss  of 
amity,  identified  herself  to  be  really  the  being 
whose  fate   had  so   often,  and  now   particularly^ 
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interested    the    equally    surprised    and   delighted 
Erina. 


A  thousand  eager  enquiries  marked  her  anxiety 
to  learn  the  particulars  of  her  present  situation, 
which  appeared  to  her  not  less  extraordinary  than 
it  was  happy  :  and  Rosaline,  charmed  to  complete 
the  joy  of  her  friend  in  yielding  to  her  earnest  re- 
quest to  be  informed  of  the  events  which  had 
liberated  herself  and  Agnes  from  the  convent,  be- 
gan the  following  recital: 

"  It  is  necessary,  my  dear  Erina,  that  I  should 
apprize  you  of  my  having  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  the  Viscount  du  Bcaumanoir  after  your  return 
to  the  convent.  The  knowledge  of  his  history, 
and  the  air  of  melancholy  which  marked  the  inde- 
lible impression  his  fate  had  made  on  his  heart, 
attracted  both  the  interest  and  esteem  of  mine. 
He  was  soothed  by  my  compassion,  regarded  me 
as  the  confidential  friend  of  Agnes,  and  attached 
himself  to  me  as  a  sincere  one.  On  learning  from 
me  the  state  of  his  ever  loved  Elise,  he  conceiv- 
ed the  romantic  idea  of  carrying  her  off  from  the 
convent;  and  consulted  with  me  relative  to  the 
means  of  effecting  his  wish.  What,  at  first,  ap- 
peared impracticable  to  my  fears,  the  ardour  of 
his  passion  prompted  him  to  purpose.     lie  re- 
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solved  on  an  attempt  to  rescue  her  from  a  situa- 
tion she  had  entered  into  by  compulsion  of  circum- 
stances, although  the  conduct  she  had  pursued  was 
a  voluntary  sacrifice  of  her  dearest  inclinations  to 
the  hardest  duty.  The  viscount  was  aware,  her 
principles  would  oppose  her  eloping  with  him, 
and  he  therefore  determined  on  carrying  her  off 
by  force.  This  scheme,  which  had  seemed  wild 
on  its  first  suggestion,  assumed  a  feasible  aspect, 
when  the  necessity  of  your  escape  from  the  sail  e 
prison  offered  a  favourable  opportunity  of  making 
it  a  kind  of  double  plot,  by  winch  means  our 
counter-projects  ensured,  or  at  least  facilitated, 
the  execution  of  our  plan  by  mutual  assistance  ;  as 
Agnes,  in  consenting  to  become  an  aider  in  your 
release,  unsuspectingly  operated  towards  her  own 
rescue,  which  she  would  have  rejected  as  criminal 
had  it  been  proposed  to  her  consideration.  That 
she  might  be  saved  the  pain  of  deliberating  on  an 
action  she  would  have  thought  it  her  duty  to  de- 
cide against,  and  that  she  might  be  spared  all 
future  distress  of  mind  that  would  have  accom- 
panied either  the  steady  refusal  or  acceptance  of 
flight,  du  Beaumanoir  resolved  on  making  her 
perfectly  passive,  instead  of  rendering  her,  by  con- 
sultation, any  way  wilfully  accessary  to  what  he 
was  about  to  undertake  in  her  cause  and  his  own. 
IFor  this  reason.,  he  requested  his  intentions  might 
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be  concealed  from  yon,  to  secure  against  any  tiling 
transpiring  which  could  alarm  the  timidity  of 
Agnes  at  that  time,  or  occasion  her  conscience 
scruples,  regrets,  or  remorse  in  future. 

"  The  Viscounts  du  Beaumanoir  and  de  Brian- 
5011,  who  were  my  advisers  and  assistants  in  my  dou- 
ble scheme,  j  udged  it  requisite  to  make  the  Chevalier 
St.  Amand  privy  to  our  designs,  and  an  associate 
in  their  venturesome  enterprize,  in  which  his  aid 
in  effecting  it,  and  afterwards,  might  be  neces- 
sary. 

"  Accordingly,  being  taken  into  consultation, 
be  consented  to  assume  with  them  the  disguise 
of  monks,  and  scale  the  convent  wall,  to  watch 
your  expected  approach  with  Agnes,  and  secure 
you  both.  Your  Hying  them  Mas  fortunately 
obviated  by  your  inability  to  evade  them,  as  was 
foreseen;  and  your  fainting  with  x\gnes  accelerated 
their  carrying  her  off  without  the  resistance  we 
feared  from  her,  notwithstanding  our  solemn  in- 
junctions to  her  to  preserve  the  profoundest  silence, 
lest  your  voices  might  betray  you  to  detection  in 
the  convent. 

"  With  some   difficulty  the    chevalier  and  his 
associates  got  you  both  over  the  wall  unobserved, 
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and  conveyed  you  and  your  companion,  in  insen- 
sibility, to  the  carriage  in  waiting  with  me.  We 
were  already  some  distance  from  Paris,  ere  Agnes 
was  aware  of  what  had  occurred  during  a  succes- 
sion of  swoons.  Having  carefully  enveloped  you 
both  in  the  warmest  covering,  to  save  you  alike 
from  the  severity  of  the  weather,  as  to  guard 
against  your  being  recognized  as  late  inhabitants  of 
a  convent,  lest  it  might  lead  to  impertinent  con- 
jecture and  expose  you  to  discovery,  we  travelled 
with  speed  to  a  sequestered  spot,  in  an  opposite 
direction  from  the  route  we  at  first  pursued.  In 
that  retired  place  we  consulted  on  future  measures, 
and  having  avoided  any  possibility  of  being  traced, 
or  suspected  as  fugitives,,  we  journeyed  on,  a3 
quickly  as  your  situation,  my  dear  Erina,  per- 
mitted with  safety,  until  we  gained  our  present 
station,  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  our  port  of  em- 
barkation. As  all  our  friends  at  Paris,  except 
our  trusty  cousins,  the  chevalier  and  his  bride,  be- 
lieve the  viscount  and  I  have  sailed  from  these 
shores,  you  are  secure  from  every  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  the  power  of  the  lady  abbess ;  and  we 
only  wait  your  perfect  re-establishment  in  health 
to  bid  adieu  to  Fiance,  where,  1  trust,  we  shall 
leave  every  care  behind  us. 

"  It   required   the  united   persuasions  of  the 
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Viscount  du  Beaumanoir,  de  Brianeon's  solicita- 
tions, and  my  entreaties,  to  reconcile  your  fugith  e 
companion  to  remain  in  the  world.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Elise,  for  we  must  no  longer  give 
her  the  appellation  of  Agnes,  since  she  has  quitted 
the  habit  with  which  she  assumed  a  religious  name 
in  exchange  for  her  baptismal  one,  to  retire  to 
some  convent  distant  from  that  to  which  she  could 
not  return  without  extreme  uneasiness,  and  more 
danger  of  direful  consequences  from  the  superior's 
anger  ;  as  having  been  the  abettor  of  your  escape, 
would  condemn  her  to  the  most  rigorous  chastise- 
mentment,  even  were  the  lady  abbess  and  her 
confessors  assured  that  her  own  rescue  had  been 
attempted  without  her  remotest  suspicion  or  small- 
est encouragement. 

u  The  voice  of  friendship,  and  the  entreaties  of 
love  have,  however,  with  much  difficulty,  con- 
vinced her  reason,  as  well  as  her  heart,  that  her 
future  duty,  both  moral  and  religious,  will  be  best 
fulfilled  by  acknowledging  the  bonds  of  her  mar- 
riage, instead  of  a  vain  attempt  to  break  them  by 
imagining  herself  tied  by  religious  vows.  As 
Elise  fainted,  instead  of  swearing  to  observe 
them,  she  could  not  be  guilty  of  any  breach 
of  oaths,  unless  she  were  now,  under  a  power  to 
do  otherwise,  to  act  a  perjury  of  her  wedded  faith 
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in  voluntarily  forsaking  him  to  whom  she  must,  by 
divine  laws,  be  bound  indissolubly  till  death,  as 
the  voice  of  Heaven  itself,  shall  annul  the  most 
solemn  and  sacred  of  all  human  engagements. 

(t  Eiise  is  now  persuaded,  that  she  can  pretend 
to  no  right  to  dispute  the  claims  of  the  lawful  pos- 
sessor of  her  affections ;  especially  since  the  vis- 
count is  now  entirely  master  of  himself,  and  at 
liberty  to  perform  the  obligation  he  owes  to  the 
being  he  is  bound  to  love  and  cherish  while  life 
remains  :  for  religion  pronounces,  that  those  whom 
God  has  joined  in  holy  wedlock,  can  never  be  dis- 
united by  human  will.    Those,  whose  caprices  and 
passions  cruelly  separated  the  youthful  pair,  are 
now  no   more.     However,  as   it  is  necessary  to 
evade   pursuit  in   present  circumstances,  and  the 
health  of  Eli.se  requires  amelioration,  she  joins  us, 
with  her  lover,    as   a  companion  of  our  voyage, 
as  far  as  the  Madeira  Islands,  where  our  vessel 
is  to  touch   in  its  passage   to   India.     A  relation 
of    the    Viscount    du    Beaumanoir    is    married 
to  a   Portuguese   gentleman,   settled  at  Funchal, 
where  Elise  is  to  wait,  under  the  protection  of  the 
viscount's  amiable  cousin,  until  he  obtains  a  dis- 
pensation from  the  holy  see  to  render  his  re-union 
with  Elise  valid  ;  and  as  one  of  the  cardinals  who 
has  most  influence  with  the  pope,  is  a  relation  of 
Monsieur  du  Beaumanoir's,   there   is  every  rea- 
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son  to  hope,  that  neither  difficulty  nor  delay  wi'l 
attend  the  solicitation  already  made  at  the  court 
of  Rome  for  a  dispensation,  which  is  to  be  for- 
warded by  the  Mediterranean  to  the  place  of  their 
destination,  and  may  probably  reach  the  Madeiras 
before  we  arrive  there. 

"  In  the  expectation  of  assisting  at  the  joyful 
ceremony  of  their  re-union,  let  us,  my  dear  Erina," 
said  Rosaline,  sweetly  smiling,  "  enjoy  the  plea- 
sure of  having  promoted  the  happiness  of  amiable 
and  faithful  friends.  You,  my  Erina,  have  always 
loved  and  esteemed  Eiise ;  and  her  attention  and 
innumerable  kind  offices  to  us  both,  demand  our 
warmest  gratitude  and  aifection.  With  me  she  has 
for  a  week  watched  your  sick  couch  with  a  sister's 
solicitude." 

"  And  I  with  a  sister's  love,"  cried  Erina,  seiz- 
ing and  pressing  to  her  bosom  the  hands  of  Rosa- 
line and  Eiise,  "  thank  you  both,  for  cares  and 
benefits  which  I  cau  never,  never  repay. 

"  Let  me  congratulate  my  Eiise  on  her  felicity, 
in  which  my  heart  most  feelingly  participates." 
Erina's  countenance  was  illumined  with  an  evanes- 
cent blush,  called  on  her  pallid  face  by  lively  sensi- 
bility ;  but  the  angelic  smile  that  marked  the  joy 
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she  experienced  in  the  happiness  of  Eiise,  was 
empearled  by  a  tear,  that  testified  her  heart  was 
equally  alive  to  the  equivocal  situation  of  Rosa- 
line, whom  she  trembled  to  felicitate  on  her  re- 
cent marriage.  Irresolute  how  to  address  her  on 
the  delicate  subject,  Erina  pressed  and  kissed  the 
hand  of  her  friend,  while  she  bedewed  it  with  a 
tear,  and  sighed  out  a  wish  for  her  felicity.  The 
sympathy  of  character  and  friendship  informed 
Rosaline  of  all  that  passed  in  Erina's  soul ;  and, 
apprehensive  that  agitation  might  retard  her  re- 
establishment  in  health,  said  gaily,  "  Come,  my 
little  patient  and  charge,  we  must  have  no  weep- 
ing :  as  I  have  the  care  and  direction  of  you,  I 
command  smiles  and  cheerfulness  as  the  best  re- 
storatives. Were  I  a  physician,  I  should  prescribe 
nothing  but  laughter,  dancing,  and  singing ;  and 
1  am  sure  I  should  quickly  recover  all  my  patients. 
As  you,  my  dear  Erina,  are  too  weak  to  dance 
and  sing,  I  must  do  that  for  you,  while  your  smiles 
will  exhilarate  my  spirits." 

Erina  again  kissed  and  pressed  the  hand  of  her 
lively  playful  friend,  and  again  sighing,  thanked 
her  for  all  she  had  done  for  her;  adding,  that 
such  obligations  were  equally  beyond  valuation,  as 
they  were  above  any  return.  And  Rosaline,  tell- 
iii2f  her  that  to  thank  her  would   offend  her,  in  a 
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sportive  manner  observed,  that  the  privilege  of 
matrojiizing  her  sweet  friend  Erina  was  a  delight, 
great  as  it  was  honourable,  and  that  as  nothing 
could  afford  her  so  much  happiness  as  her  charm- 
ing friend's  society,  all  the  gratitude  was  due  to 
her  as  conferring,  instead  of  receiving  favours. 

The  assiduous  attentions  of  her  two  amiable  at- 
tendants, in  a  few  days,  restored  Erina  to  a  state 
sufficiently  convalescent  to  admit  of  her  quitting 
her  bed  and  chamber,  when  the  viscounts  being 
introduced,  congratulated  her  on  her  recovery. 

The  sweet  invalid  had  preserved  her  beauty, 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  her  illness  had 
faded  the  lustre  of  a  brilliant  complexion  ;  but  the 
exquisite  loveliness  of  Erina  depended  on  that 
perfect  symmetry  of  feature,  and  expression  of 
sentiment  in  each  turn  of  her  ever  varying  and 
ever  admirable  countenance,  which  wants  no  aid 
of  colouring  to  make  an  impression  on  the  heart 
of  sensibility.  The  easy  graces  of  her  manner  had 
also  a  fascinating  charm  ;  and  her  new  acquaintance 
were  struck  with  the  most  lively  admiration,  in 
seeing  and  conversing  with  the  object  of  their  late 
anxiety. 


The   Viscouut   du  l>eaumanoir  was  agreeable 
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botli  in  his  figure  and  address ;  and  treated  Erina 
as  the  beloved  friend  ©f  his  adored  Elise.  De 
Briancon  was  equally  handsome,  and  possessed  a 
vivacity  that  rendered  him  extremely  pleasing.  He 
behaved  to  Erina  as  a  brother,  and  shewed  such 
an  assiduous  gallantry  to  Lady  Kinross,  who  called 
him  always  friend  and  cousin,  in  playful  sport,  and 
whom  he  always  smilingly  addressed  as  his  "  Chere 
belle"  that  Erina,  who  was  a  watchful  observer  of 
their  manner  to  each  other,  flattered  herself,  that 
Rosaline  had  made  a  marriage  which  would  render 
her  happy,  as  the  most  perfect  confidence  seemed 
to  subsist  between  her  and  de  Briancon.  His  con- 
stant good-humoured  pleasantry,  and  the  lively 
ease  of  Lady  Kinross,  inspired  Erina  with  hourly 
increasing  pleasure;  and  she  left  the  shores  of 
France  without  any  unhappiness,  except  what  arose 
from  the  painful  idea,  that  she  was  quitting  a 
quarter  of  the  globe  endeared  to  her  as  the  resi- 
dence of  her  ever  loved  relations.  On  setting  sail 
from  the  harbour  of  Brest,  Erina  sent  a  deep  sigh 
on  the  wind  which  blew  from  the  Isles  of  Britain ; 
and  dropping  innumerable  tears  into  the  sea,  she 
felt  gratification  in  the  idea,  that  those  tears,  ming- 
ling in  the  waves,  might  wash  the  coast  of  her  be- 
loved native  land. 

The  ship  in  which  the  Viscount  de  Briancon  had 
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taken  his  passage  to  the  East,  was  a  large  and  com- 
modious vessel  belonging  to  the  French  East  India 
trade.  The  cabin  allotted  to  Lady  Kinross  was  below 
deck,  spacious,  and  well  fitted  up  with  every  con- 
vcniency  for  a  long  voyage,  with  accommodations 
for  Elise  and  Erina,  both  of  whom  she  wished   to 
have   as  associates  in  her  cabin ;   while    another 
was  provided  for  the  viscount,   which,   although 
near,  had  no  communication  with  the  three  ladies' 
apartment.     In   the  cabin  belonging  to  Rosaline, 
Erina  found  the  most  elegant  and  noble  provision 
both  for  her  dress  and  pleasures.     Her  costly  and 
well-chosen   wardrobe    was   beheld    and    admired 
with  the  most  lively  gratitude  and  affection  for  her 
delicate  and  munificent  friend,  whose  more  than 
sisterly  attention  had  been  bestowed  to  procure  all 
possible  happiness  for  the  object  of  her  fond  soli- 
citude :    and    while    Erina    observed   every  well- 
known  volume   of  her  library,  now  arranged  on 
shelves  for  her  use  ;  saw  the  implements  of  paint- 
ing disposed  for  her  amusement   on   the  voyage ; 
and,  above   all,  when  her  favourite  harp  present- 
ed itself  to  her  sight,  in  the  utmost  preservation, 
the  grateful  girl  shed  tears  of  thankfulness  and  love 
6nJ:he  bosom  of  that  delicately  generous  friend, 
whose   noble   mind,  in  bestowing  great  and  innu- 
merable favours,  felt  that  an  obligation  was  con- 
ferred by  their  acceptance. 
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4  Their  fellow  passengers  paid  them  many  com- 
pliments of  polite  attention  on  their  coming  on 
board  the  ship,  in  which  every  thing  gave  a  pleas- 
ing impression  of  great  comfort,  united  with  ex- 
treme novelty,  and  seemed  to  augur  to  the  voy- 
agers that  the  passage  would  be  a  party  of  plea- 
sure. 

The  captain's  table  was  excellently  served  ;  and 
the  company  at  it,  besides  the  commander,  his 
officers,  and  the  viscount's  party,  consisted  of  Ma- 
dame d'Evreul  and  the  Count  de  l'Armencour. 
The  captain,  and  mates  of  the  vessel,  were  men 
of  polite  education  and  agreeable  conversation. 
Madame  d'Evreul  was  young,  pretty,  lively,  and 
pleasant;  she  was  the  wife  of  an  officer  in  India, 
whom  she  was  now  going  to  join,  although  the 
pleasures  of  Paris  had  more  charms  for  her  than 
she  expected  to  find  in  an  Indian  fort,  where  her 
husband  had  been  ordered  too  suddenly  to  admit 
of  her  sailing  with  him.  The  count  was  an  officer 
in  the  same  regiment  to  which  the  viscount  belong- 
ed. De  l'Armencour  was  a  man  of  consequence  ; 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  the  most  finished  manners 
and  highest  fashion,  as  well  as  birth  ;  and  united, 
in  his  air  and  address,  the  advantages  of  a  polish- 
ed courtier  with  all  that  distinguishes  a  military 
character.     The  versatility  of  his  talents  could  not, 
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in  a  short  acquaintance,  discover  either  his  nume- 
rous acquirements,  or  his  disposition ;  and,  al- 
though his  abilities  were  immediately  seen,  and  his 
conversation  instantly  pleased,  Erina's  penetration 
perceived  that  long  observation  alone  could  de- 
velop his  real  character.  She  pronounced,  with 
less  difficulty,  that  Madame  d'Evreul  was  amiable. 

On  losing  sight  of  the  French  coast,  the  waves 
of  the  Biscavan  bay,  agitated  by  the  rude  blasts  of 
the  north,  tossed  the  ship  so  much,  that  Lady 
Kinross,  with  her  two  companions,  confined  them- 
selves to  their  cabin,  and  an  occasional  visit  to  that 
of  Madame  d'Evreul,  which  communicated  with 
the  quarter-gallery,  and  was,  consequently,  their 
passage  to  the  stern  balcony,  the  round-house,  and 
adjoining  division,  in  which  the  passengers  dined 
and  supped. 

After  some  days  of  rough  weather,  and  a  few 
weeks  of  gloom,  which  winter  spreads  over  the 
northern  sky  in  the  month  of  February,  the  wind 
being  favourable,  drove  the  vessel  onward  in  her 
course  in  the  Atlantic.  The  ladies  now  were  glad 
to  leave  their  cabins  to  resume  their  phce  at  the 
captain's  table,  and  pass  their  evenings  in  the  round- 
house, where  they  were  always  joined  by  the  count 
and  two  viscounts,  with  the   commander  and  the 
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officers  belonging  to  the  ship,  when  their  watches 
did  not  call  them  on  deck. 

As  the  voyagers  advanced  towards  the  southern 
latitudes,  the  ocean  was  scarcely  ruffled  with  the  gen- 
tle breezes  that  wafted  them  towards  the  Madeiras. 
The  bright  sun-beams,  darting  through  cloudless 
aether,    glittered  on   the   gently   undulating  deep 
from  the  rising  till  the  setting  of  the  effulgent 
luminary  of  day,  when  his  rays,  reflected  by  the 
moon,  shone  in  softened  lustre,  and  silvered  the 
wide  extended  main,  which  seemed  to  sleep  be- 
neath the  spangled  heavens,  thickly  studded  with 
living  gems  of  other  worlds,  and  distant  suns  of 
other  systems  :   their    radiance  shot   innumerable 
sparkles  through  the  shades  of  night,  speaking  to 
the  complative  soul  the  wondrous  wisdom,  the 
astonishing  power,  and  the  merciful  providence  of 
their  incomprehensible    Author.      Erina's    heart 
soared,  on  devotion's  wing,  to  his  throne,  as  regu- 
larly as  the  morning  rose,  and  as  evening  descend- 
ed.    She  loved  to  meditate  on  her  Creator  both  in 
the  volume  of  nature,  and  in  the  sacred  books  of 
divine  revelation,  where  each  elucidated  and  proved 
the  truths  of  the  other.     The  blushing  dawn  and 
meridian  blaze,  the  empurpled  evening  or  solemn 
hours  of  night,  were  alike  to  her  reflecting,  yet 
cheerful  mind,  calculated  to  produce  pious  ideas 
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and  improving  thoughts.  The  soft  serenity  of  the 
clear  atmosphere  inspired  her  with  nothing  but 
tranquil  emotions  as  she  walked  the  deck,  leaning 
on  the  arm  of  her  protecting  friends,  or  sat  betweea 
her  loved  Rosaline  and  Elise  in  the  stern-gallery, 
to  breathe  the  refreshing  gale,  that  bore  health  on 
its  wings,  as  it  played  on  her  snowy  bosom  and 
cheeks,  tinting  them  with  a  deep  glow  of  renovated 
health  and  exhilarated  spirits.  Her  mind,  com- 
posed by  piety,  and  calm  as  the  expanse  of  waters 
that  reflected  the  clear  deep  azure  of  the  aethereal 
canopy,  bounded  by  naught  but  an  interminable 
horizon,  made  her  feel  light  as  the  zephyrs  that 
fanned  her  ;  and  she  enjoyed  existence  with  grateful 
adoration  of  the  divine  Being,  on  whose  care  re- 
lying with  christian  hope  and  humble  confidence 
of  faith,  she  felt  no  fear  of  evil :  her  conscious 
innocence  supplied  that  store  of  happiness  no 
earthly  ills  or  troubles  can  ever  destroy  ;  and  at 
peace  with  herself,  she  was  equally  so  with  all 
mankind.  The  severities  she  had  lately  endured, 
in  recollection,  awakened  no  sentiment  but  that  of 
thankfulness  at  having  escaped  the  painful  trials  to 
which  her  temper  and  virtue  had  been  exposed  : 
the  latter  was  too  exalted,  and  the  former  too 
sweet,  to  admit  her  feeling  any  resentment,  even 
had  the  authors  of  her  late  distresses  effected  a 
prolongation  of  her  sufferings,  or  thrown  her  into 
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real  misfortunes,  in  endeavouring  to  avoid  those 
miseries  they  inflicted  in  a  cruel  sentence  of  per- 
petual imprisonment. 

Before  her  embarkation,  she  had  commissioned 
Lady  Kinross  to  write  an  apologetical  justification 
of  her  conduct  to  the  lady  abbess,  to  be  cleared 
from  any  suspicion  of  having  placed  herself  under 
improper  protection  by  her  flight.     Erina,  at  the 
same  time,  dispatched  an  affecting  letter,  expla- 
natory of  her  situation  and  feelings,  addressed  to 
all  her  family,  and  directed  to  her  revered  grand- 
sire,  with  a  request  that  he  would  use  his  accus- 
tomed discretion  in  communicating  its  contents  to 
her  beloved  mother  and  brother,  in  any  manner 
his  judgment  might  point  out  as  the  most  effec- 
tual way  to  spare  their  sensibility,  as  much  as  she 
herself  had  endeavoured  to  save  it,  in  refraining 
from  the  possibility  of  subjecting  any  of  her  be- 
loved relations  to  distressing  trials  on  her  account. 
The   performance  of  this  act  of  filial   duty  and 
sisterly  affection  cost  her  many  tears,  with  which 
she  bathed  the  most  touching  adieus  to  her  parents 
and  brother.     But,  although  each  line  was  blotted 
with   affecting  testimonies  of  sorrow,  at  the  cruel 
necessity  to  which  she  had  been  reduced  of  leav- 
ing her  friends,  instead  of  flying  to  their  protec- 
tion, she  carefully  guarded  against  any  expression 
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of  complaint,  or  displeasure,  or  one  word  that 
could  be  construed  into  a  reproach. 

Erina's  mind  was  angelic,  as  her  form  and  coun- 
tenance were  celestial  in  expression.  The  sweet- 
ness of  her  disposition  rendered  her  manners  en- 
chanting ;  and  the  placidity  of  her  soul,  while  it 
illumined  her  face  with  smiles,  lurking  in  blooming 
dimples,  gave  her  health,  which  inspired  activity  of 
mind.  With  returning  strength  and  gaiety  she  re- 
sumed the  elegant  occupations  of  music,  painting, 
ingenious  works,  and  reading  to  amuse  herself  and 
friends  during  their  voyage. 

After  a  favourable  passage,  they  descried  Ma- 
deira, like  an  azure  line  in  the  distance.  The 
sight  of  land,  after  having,  for  several  weeks,  seen 
nothing  surrounding  their  solitary  bark  but  an  im- 
measurable extent  of  ocean,  bounded  only  by 
cerulean  aether,  was  an  agreeable  view  to  all  the 
passengers,  who  assembled  on  the  deck  to  watch 
their  approach  to  land. 

As  they  advanced  to  the  wood-crowned  heights 
of  the  island,  which  overhang  the  port  of  Funchal^ 
its  buildings,  with  the  neighbouring  villas,  dispersed 
amidst  vineyards,  and  embosomed  in  ever  verdant 
groves  of  orange,  lemon,  and  cedar  trees,  afforded 
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a  most  delightful  prospect  to  those  who  had  so 
lately  quitted  the  bleak  shores  of  France,  where 
winter  reigned,  covering  the  hills  with  snow,  and 
bellowing,  with  hoarse  blasts,  through  leafless 
forests,  and  over  foaming  billows.  At  the  Ma- 
deiras, the  breath  of  spring  floated  on  the  gale, 
loaded  with  mingled  sweets  from  orange  blossoms, 
and  innumerable  buds  and  fragrant  flowers,  that 
bloomed  in  vernal  freshness,  and  the  full  luxuriance 
of  summer,  in  its  prime,  in  that  climate  where 
the  rigours  of  winter  are  never  experienced. 

The  vessel  had  scarcely  anchored  in  the  boy, 
when  the  Viscount  du  Beaumanoir,  accompanied 
by  his  friend  de  Briancon,  went  on  shore  to  pre- 
pare his  cousin  for  the  reception  of  his  loved 
Eiise;  who  waited  in  trembling  expectation  his 
return.  He  soon  came  back  to  the  ship,  waving 
his  handkerchief  as  he  approached,  to  mark,  by 
this  salutation,  the  joy  he  experienced  in  hastening 
to  communicate  it  to  those,  whose  feelings  were 
attuned  to  the  sweet  sympathies  of  friendship  and 
of  iove.  The  charming  Rosaline,  and  lovely 
Erina,  were  scarcely  less  solicitous  than  Eiise  to 
learn  the  intelligence  brought  by  du  Beaumanoir, 
or  than  he  was  impatient  to  inform  them  that  he 
had  found  his  relation  delighted  to  see  him,  and 
still  more  so  to  contribute  to  his  happiness.     He 
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brought  from  Emanuel  d'Arandilla,  and  his  lady, 
the  most  pressing  invitation  to  Lady  Kinross  avid 
Eriria,  that  they  would  honour  them  by  accom- 
panying Eiise  to  their  villa,  and  remain  their  guests 
to  the  last  hour  of  the  vessel's  stay  at  Madeira. 
Du  Beaumanoir  added,  that  the  long  expected 
dispensation  was  already  arrived;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  that  event,  and  an  account,  dispatch- 
ed some  time  before  he  sailed,  of  his  story,  and  his 
intended  visit  to  his  cousin,  she  had  arranged  every 
thing  in  expectation  of  his  coming.  The  viscount 
Mas  continuing  to  inform  Elise  and  her  kind 
friends,  that  every  thing  was  ready  for  their  imme 
diate  reception  at  his  cousin's  sweet  abode,  when 
Emanuel  d'Arandilla  himself  came  on  board,  to 
repeat  his  invitation  in  person,  and  to  conduct  his 
guests  on  shore. 

The  ladies'  packages  for  disembarkation  at  the 
island  were  soon  arranged,  and  being  left  under 
the  care  of  the  female  attendant  they  had  hired  to 
wait  on  them  during  the  voyage,  Lady  Kinross  and 
her  party  got  into  die  boat  which  brought  their 
polite  hose ;  and,  under  a  salute  from  the  ship, 
rowed  towards  the  shore.  As  they  approached 
the  beach,  they  were  alarmed  at  the  violent  surf 
that  broke  with  fury  over  the  rough  stones  lying 
in  heaps  around  the  coast.  The  foaming  waves, 
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rolling  in  succession  towards  the  shore  with  hollow 
roars,  and  sudden  dashes  against  the  sides  of  the 
trembling  boat,  seemed  to  threaten  its  precipita- 
tion into  the  chasms  between  the  boiling  surges. 
Eiise  was  nearly  fainting  with  terror ;  and  Rosa- 
line, with  trembling  timidity,  turned  deadly  pale 
while  she  clung  round  Erina  ;  who,  although 
agitated  by  a  situation  as  new  to  her  as  it  appeared 
alarming,  conquered  her  fears  to  tranquillize  those 
of  her  female  companions  in  danger.  On  being 
highly  praised  and  complimented  by  the  gentlemen 
for  the  intrepidity  displayed  by  her  on  this  occasion, 
Erina  took  no  merit  in  an  exertion  of  her  presence 
of  mind,  assuring  her  companions  she  was  mere 
indebted  to  the  tenderness  of  her  friendship  for 
Kosaline  and  Elise,  than  to  strength  of  courage,  in 
the  coolness  with  which  she  braved,  in  silent  and 
undiscovered  dread,  an  expectation  of  inevitable 
destruction :  while,  to  the  eye  of  reason,  she 
evinced  more  real  merit  in  overcoming  the  terror 
natural  to  female  timidity,  and  in  honestly  avow- 
ing it,  I  ban  in  being  insensible  to  what  might 
occasion  rational  apprehension. 

The  villa  of  Emanuel  d'Arandilla  was  situated 
on  one  of  the  woody  acclivities  hanging  over  the 
town  of  Funchal  :  the  road  leading  to  this  romantic 
retreat  wound  through  groves  of  orange,  lemon^ 
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and  cedar-trees,  interspersed  with  innumerable 
odoriferous  shrubs.  The-  house  was  an  elegant 
structure,  light  aud  airy,  calculated  to  temper  by 
its  surrounding  shades  and  open  architecture  the 
heats  of  the  climate.  Pomegranates,  myrtles,  and 
a  variety  of  fragrant  flowers,  bloomed  in  the  gar- 
den, into  the  umbrageous  alleys  of  which  arcades 
led ;  where  the  luxuriant  vines  spread  their  verdant 
foliage,  hanging  in  rich  festoons  between  columns, 
and  creeping  round  the  high  arched  Venetian  win- 
dows, beautifully  decorated  by  pendant  branches, 
waving  to  die  slightest  breath  that  played  amidst 
the  fanning  trees.  The  inner  apartments  of  this 
romantic  dwelling  were  elegantly  furnished,  con- 
veying at  once  an  idea  of  taste  and  rural  simplicity. 
The  lady  of  the  house  united  French  ease  with  the 
modes  of  the  country,  and  receiving  her  guests 
with  the  politest  affability,  made  each  of  them 
feel  perfectly  at  home ;  while  the  hospitable  cour- 
tesies of  Emanuel  d'Arandilla,  her  husband,  in- 
spired his  visitors  equally  with  esteem  for  ins 
worth,  and  a  favourable  impression  of  Portuguese 
manners,  which  here  reigned  in  the  most  agreeable 
forms  of  his  native  country.  From  a  spacious  aud 
elevated  upper  apartment,  where  a  superb  colla- 
tion was  spread  for  their  guests,  they  admired  the 
rich  prospect  that  opened  to  their  view.  Over 
the  surrounding  tufted  wood.-,  vineyards,  orchards, 
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corn-fields,  and  pastures,  covered  with  herds  and 
flocks,  beneath  the  elevated  site  of  the  villa,  the 
eye  was  led  from  the  repose  of  sylvan  and  pastoral 
scenes  to  the  buildings  of  Funchal ;  and  beyond 
the  bustle  of  the  busy  haunts  of  men,  was  seen 
the  beautiful  bay,  illumined  with  the  meridian 
swn,  in  whose  bright  beams  the  expanse  of  the 
waters  glistened  :  here  a  moving  scene  of  vessels, 
continually  passing  to  and  fro  under  sail,  scudding 
before  the  wind  or  rowing  against  it,  charmed  the 
eye,  while  the  streaming  colours  and  pennants  of 
the  different  ships  riding  at  anchor  in  the  harbour, 
•afforded  the  most  pleasing  marine  view  in  all  its 
varieties. 

The  guests  were  delighted  with  the  place,  the 
elegant  repast,  and,  above  all,  with  the  urbanity 
of  their  hosts,  which  heightened  the  enjoyment  of 
the  scene. 

As  the  ship  was  to  make  but  a  short  stay  at  the 
island,  and  the  Viscount  du  Beaumanoir  was 
equally  impatient  to  be  re-united  to  Elise,  as  she 
was  desirous  that  her  two  friends,  to  whom  she 
was  so  much  indebted  and  so  sincerely  attached, 
should  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  her  second 
marriage,  every  possible  haste  was  made  in  pre- 
parations for  the  ceremony,  and  an  early  day  fixed 
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for  a  solemnity  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  happy. 
The  circumstances  of  a  once  married  pair,  after 
a  ten  year's  separation,  again  approaching  the 
nuptial  altar,  and  the  union  of  the  lover's  with  the 
husband's  character,  excited  much  mirth  on  the 
occasion ;  and  the  bride  and  bridegroom  felt  no 
alloy  to  their  happiness,  except  in  the  regret  that 
their  little  Louis,  the  pledge  of  their  youthful 
love  and  union,  had  not  lived  to  witness  his  parents' 
felicity.  Although  du  Beaumanoir's  character  had 
been  rendered  serious  by  circumstances,  on  the 
day  of  his  marriage  vivacity  marked  his  counte- 
nance and  manner.  Elise  had  perfectly  recovered 
her  health  and  gaiety  of  spirits,  and,  in  her  bridal 
dress,  looked  extremely  handsome.  The  cere- 
mony of  their  re-union  was  performed  with  much 
solemnity,  and  the  evening  of  the  wedding-day 
was  devoted  to  the  festivities  of  a  ball  and  supper, 
to  which  all  the  people  of  the  first  consequence  in 
the  island  were  invited,  amongst  whom  were  in- 
cluded Madame  d'Evreul  and  Count  de  l'Armen- 
cour. 

A  numerous  assembly,  composed  of  Portuguese 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  made  the  voyagers  fancy, 
themselves  in  Portugal.  The  scene  was  equally 
agreeable,  splendid,  and  novel ;  and  the  joyous 
occasion  of  the  entertainment  increased  its  interest, 
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and  heightened  his  charms,  to  the  feeling  hearts 
of  Rosaline  and  Erina, 

All  the  arcades  of  the  villa  were  illuminated, 
and  every  apartment  in  it  thrown  open  and  bril- 
liantly lighted ;  which,  together  with  a  throng  of 
gay  and  splendidly  attired  company,  and  the  mirth- 
ful   sounds   of    cheerful    conversation    and    lively 
music,  rendered  the  assembly  a  fairy  scene.    Not- 
withstanding   the    Viscountess     du     Beaumanoir 
was    richly    dressed,    possessed    both    charms    of 
face,  figure,  and  manner,  and  although  as  the  oc- 
casion of  the  entertainment  she  received  innumer- 
able compliments  of  congratulation  mingled  with 
much  admiration,  the  British  beauties   bore  away 
the  palm  of  adulation  as  pre-eminently  lovely.  The 
delicately  fair  skin  and  blush  of  Lady  Kinross,  the 
soft  azure  of  her  eyes,  her  flaxen  ringlets,  and  the 
airv    lightness   of  a    charming    figure,    formed   a 
striking  contrast  with  the  brown  complexions,  and 
the  black  eyes  and  hair  of  the  Portuguese  Idles, 
who  possessed  not  her  nymph-like  form  or  motions; 
and  she  would  have  been  thought,  by  the  admiring 
beaux,    the   goddess    of  beauty  herself,  had  not 
Erina,  in  the   opinion  of  most  of  the  eavuliers, 
eclipsed  her  lovely  country-woman.     They  were, 
however,  alike  insensible  of  the  effect  they  pro- 
duced, as  they  were  innocent  of  rivalry.      Each, 


OR,    GUARDIAN    GENII.  <205 

in  compliment  to  their  dear  friend  the  bride,  had 
paid  more  than  usual  attention  to  the  cares  of  the 
toilette  ;  but  those  of  Rosaline  were  directed  solely 
to  the  arrangement  of  Erina's  dress,  while  all  the 
assiduity  of  that  lovely  girl  was  bestowed  on  the 
adjustment  of  Lady  Kinross's  decorations  :  and,  in 
the  bail-room,  each  admired  the  other,  uncon- 
scious of  their  own  charms  and  elegance,  and  both 
unmindful  of  the  admiration  herself  excited,  smiled 
with  gratified  exultation  at  the  rivetted  gaze  and 
buzz  of  applause,  that  marked,  to  the  eve  of  friend- 
ship, the  complete  triumphs  of  its  object. 

The  Count  de  I'Armencour  had  engaged  him- 
self as  the  partner  of  Madame  d'Evreul  for  the 
night.  The  master  of  the  festivity  and  its  cere- 
monies, offered  his  hand  to  Lady  Kinross  to  open 
the  ball.  The  bridegroom  led  his  cousin  and 
hostess  through  the  dance ;  and  the  gallant  de 
Briancon  becoming  the  bride's  attendant,  a  young 
Portuguese  officer  was  introduced  to  Erina,  as  an 
humble  suitor  for  the  honour  of  her  hand,  which 
she  gave  him  with  a  smiling  grace  : — she  soon,  how- 
ever, discovered,  that  all  conversation  with  her 
partner  would  be  absolutely  impossible,  as  they 
could  not  comprehend  each  other's  language ;  he 
understood  no  more  French  than  Erina  had  picked 
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up  of  the  Portuguese  tongue,  during  a  four  clays' 
abode  at  the  island  ;  and  notwithstanding  her  abi- 
lities and  facility  in  learning  languages  were  great, 
she  found  herself  unable  to  exchange  out  sentence 
with  her  beau.  He  evinced  extreme  uneasiness  at 
an  inability  of  conversing  with  his  fair  partner, 
while  the  aukwardness  of  the  situation  so  much 
amused  her,  as  to  increase,  rather  than  lessen,  the 
flow  of  her  spirits. 

Erina,  ever  beautiful,  was  particularly  so  when 
inspired  by  gaiety  ;  and  now  rinding  smiles  were 
the  only  means  by  which  she  could  repay  the 
courtesies  of  the  young  Portuguese,  she  threw  into 
her  looks  and  gestures  all  the  sweetness  of  her  dis- 
position, and  made  her  enamoured  admirer  think 
her  the  most  charming  of  her  sex.  To  express 
his  adoration  of  her  perfections  Mas  impossible, 
except  by  rapturous  glances,  and  the  frequent 
pressure  of  her  beautiful  hands,  as  he  led  her  down 
the  dance  :  and,  although  gallantry  was  new  to 
Erina,  she  could  not  mistake  its  ardent  professions 
in  the  mute,  but  most  expressive  language  of  his 
speaking  eyes  and  tremulous  touch.  The  blush 
of  modesty  his  assiduities  called  forth,  heightened 
her  loveliness,  and  increased  his  love ;  and  Erina 
felt  relieved  from  an  embarrassing  situation,,  when 
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the  separation  of  the  company  obliged  her  partner 
to  retire. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ball,  the  cousin  of 
du  Beaumanoir  startled  Erina,  by  telling  her  she 
had  committed  a  theft,  for  which  she  might  pro- 
bably be  imprisoned  in  the  island,  and  detained 
in  chains  for  iife  ;  as  the  gentleman,  whose  heart 
she  had  stolen,  had  serious  thoughts  of  taking 
vengeance.  The  affair,  she  added,  might  be  ad- 
justed by  mutual  composition ;  for  which  purpose 
the  youthful  cavalier,  who  was  of  high  birth  and 
great  consequence  at  Lisbon,  intended  to  learn, 
with  all  possible  diligence,  the  English  language, 
that  he  might  offer  his  hand  and  fortune  where 
his  heart  was  a  captive. 

Erina  smiled  faintly,  and  coloured  deeply  at 
this  address  ;  but  on  understanding  it  had  been 
made  with  more  seriousness  than  she  had  at  first 
imagined,  she  felt  real  uneasiness,  instead  of  re- 
ceiving any  pleasure,  from  a  certainty  of  the  deep 
impression  she  had  made  on  the  young  officer. 
She  was  not  vain  enough  to  imagine  it  could  be 
indelible  ;  but  she  resolved  to  take  every  precau- 
tion to  avoid  increasing  it,  from  the  equally  amiable 
and  just  sentiment,  that  ever//  person  should  be 
deterred  by  morality,  as  they  ought  to  be  re- 
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strained  by  honour,  by  trifling  zcith  the  affections 
of  Vie  heart  of  sensibility  ;  for  a  captive  of  love, 
made  in  the  wanton  sport  of  coquetry,  is  a  dis- 
graceful triumph  of  wickedness  as  well  as  folly, 
and  can  only  be  flattering  to  the  contemptible 
passion  of vanity ;  which,  in  exciting  tender  feel- 
ing, without  an  intention  of  repaying  it,  is 
equally  dishonest  as  it  is  barbarously  cruel. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


"  Sociality  is  a  moral  obligation ;  to  mingle,  therefore,  in  harm- 
less sports,  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life,  is,  consequently,  a  doty 
we  owe  to  ourselves,  our  fellow  creatures,  and  the  beneficent 
Creator,  who  desires  us  to  consider  and  love  mankind  a*  bie» 
thren." 


r 


WO  days  after  the  marriage  of  the  Viscount 
du  Beaumanoir,  the  ship  being  ready  for  sailing, 
the  passengers  were  summoned  on  board ;  and 
Rosaline  and  Erina,  with  many  tears,  took  leave 
of  their  dear  friend  Elise,  and  their  kind  hosts  at 
Madeira ;  whence  the  viscount  and  his  bride  were 
soon  to  return  to  France.  Notwithstanding  the 
terror  Madame  du  Beaumanoir  had  of  the  surf, 
she  insisted  on  seeing  her  friends  to  the  ship, 
where  she  parted  from  them  with  much  sorrow, 
promising  to  write  to  Lady  Kinross  and  her  sister 
mm,  as  she  frequently  called  Erina.     That  lovely 
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girl  was  deeply  affected  at  the  loss  of  so  faithful  a 
friend,  and  so  charming  a  companion  as  Elise  had 
been  both  in  joy  and  in  sadness ;  and  scarcely  re- 
gretted the  distresses  to  which  she  had  been  ex- 
posed in  the  convent,  since  her  melancholy  con- 
finement in  it  had  been  the  occasion  of  Madame 
da  Beaimianoir's  release  from  a  life  of  affliction  to 
happiness,  as  perfect  as  mortals  are  permitted  to 
taste  in  this  sublunary  state.  On  perceiving  the 
viscountess  weep  bitterly  as  her  husband  called 
her  on  deck,  Erina  and  Rosaline  followed  her  to 
the  side  of  the  vessel,  and  whispered  consolation 
to  their  departing  friend,  to  whom  they  recalled 
the  prospect  of  the  happiness  awaiting  her  on  a 
return  to  her  country,  and  to  the  embraces  of  her 
parents  and  attached  sister,  the  Countess  de  la 
Villebrune  :  who  would  impatiently  expect  her  ar- 
rival in  France,  from  intelligence  already  dis- 
patched of  htr  marriage  and  intended  return  to 
her  native  land.  Whilst  Lady  Kinross  and  Erina 
expatiated  on  the  enjoyments  Elise  had  in  per- 
spective, their  thoughts,  on  the  wings  of  fancy, 
flew  to  the  isles  of  happy  Britain,  and  deep-drawn 
sighs  accompanied  the  tears  both  shed  in  silence 
to  the  remembrance  of  times  past.  The  sorrowful 
adieus  of  the  Viscount  duBeaumonoir  and  his  lady, 
the  loss  of  their  society,  and  the  ship's  departure 
from  a  place  where  the  charms  of  a  fine  climate, 
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the  richest  beauties  of  nature,  and  where  the  kindest 
hospitality  had  afforded  the  voy  igers  all  the  plea- 
sures of  society,  made  such  a  strong  impression  on 
the  keen  sensibility  of  Rosaline  and  her  compa- 
nion, that  they  retired  to  weep  in  their  cabin  an 
affectionate  farewell  to  Madeira,  while  the  vessel 
sailed  out  of  the  harbour  of  Fuachal. 

As  they  proceeded  on  their  course  towards  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  high  peak  of  Teneriffe, 
visible  from  afar,  attracted  their  notice ;  and,  with 
the  most  favourable  wind,  they  soon  readied  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  where  encreasing  heat  marked 
that  they  were  rapidly  hastening  to  meet  the  ap- 
proaching sun.  His  beams  soon  shewn  vertically, 
and  the  weather  was  oppressively  close :  emerging 
from  the  torrid  into  the  temperate  zone,  the  air, 
in  a  short  time,  became  refreshingly  cool ;  and 
after  a  remarkably  quick  passage,  they  made  the 
southernmost  promontory  of  Africa,  in  the  latter 
end  of  April.  The  sun  now  receding  from  them 
to  the  north  of  the  equator,  brought  autumn  to 
the  southern  hemisphere ;  and  in  one  of  its  finest 
days  in  the  beginning  of  May,  the  voyagers  sailed 
into  False  Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The 
weather  being  uncommonly  fine,  brought  the  com- 
pany on  deck,  where  every  countenance  was  gay 
as  the  sun  was  brilliant :   his  golden  rays  played 
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radiant  on  the  sea-green  rippling  waves,  which 
were  gently  agitated  by  the  flowing  tide,  glittering 
as  it  rolled  to  the  pebbly  shore.  Imagination 
could  not  picture  a  scene  more  beautifully  enchant- 
ing than  the  prospect  the  stupendous  chain  of 
mountains  presented,  which  encompassing  the  bay, 
formed  an  amphitheatre  of  romantic  rocky  heights, 
richly  fringed  with  shrubs  and  trees,  exhibiting 
every  shade  of  verdure  from  darkest  green  to 
iiglitest  yellow,  as  they  overhung  the  stony  accli- 
vities ;  on  the  summits,  and  at  the  feet  of  whose 
steeps,  and  occasional  gentle  slopes,  rural  buildings 
and  rustic  picturesque  habitations,  interspersed 
amidst  tufts  of  wood  and  empurpled  heath, 
added  a  look  of  comfort  to  the  wildness  of  the 
bare  rugged  crags  and  shrubby  cliffs  above,  which 
towered  to  the  clouds  in  various  spiry  forms,  gilded 
by  sun-beams. 

As  the  vessel  sailed  into  port,  with  colours 
streaming  in  the  breeze  that  filled  the  sails,  Erina 
and  Rosaline  were  delighted  to  observe  amongst 
the  Dutch  craft  riding  at  anchor,  a  ship  with 
the  British  ensign  waving  over  the  stern.  The  ap- 
pearance of  a  vessel  from  the  dominions  of  Eng- 
land, afforded  the  delicate  sensibility  of  Lady 
Kinross,  and  her  sentimental  companion,  a  sen- 
sation of  lively  pleasure,  such  as  an  enthusiastic 
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soul  receives  from  an  unexpected  interview  with 
an  old  and  long-lost  friend.  The  sight,  though 
pleasing,  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  both,  while 
both  gave  a  sigh  to  the  remembrance  of  those  be- 
loved beings  they  had  left  in  Europe,  endeared, 
if  possible,  doubly  by  the  distance  that  separated 
them. 

The  Glenrock  family,  and  Lord  Herbert's,  were 
ever  in  the  thoughts  of  Rosaline,  as  in  the  mind  of 
Erina;  who,  in  the  daily  mention  of  their  beloved 
Seraphina,  paid  a  constant  tribute  of  fidelity  to 
friendship ;  while  the  tenderest  homage  of  natural 
affection  was  hourly  given  by  the  dutiful  girl  to  her 
parents  and  brother. 

Erina  had  been  as  anxious  to  exculpate  her  re- 
lations of  injustice  towards  her,  in  the  opinion  of 
Rosaline,  as  this  amiable  creature  had  been  soli- 
citous to  shield  Seraphina  from  any  imputation  of 
neglect  towards  them,  in  not  having  fulfilled  her 
promise  of  writing  immediately  on  her  arrival  in 
Spain  ;  and  the  considerate  Erina  was  not  more 
ready  to  excuse  the  silence  of  their  Spanish  friend, 
which  they  attributed  to  any  prevention  except  her 
being  unmindful  of  them,  than  the  gentle  Lady 
Kinross  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  conduct 
of  Erina's  mother,  which  she  had  so  warmly  de- 
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fended  with  filial  reverence,  had  been  more  un- 
fortunate than  blameable  :  as,  from  the  knowledge 
of  Father  Murphy's  temper,  and  principles  of 
blind  bigotry,  they  were  both  as  ready  to  pardon 
the  influence  he  had  obtained  over  the  yielding 
and  mild  nature  of  Mrs.  O'Brien,  as  they  were 
disposed  to  pity,  rather  than  condemn  the  errors 
committed  in  an  ardour  of  mistaken  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  religion ;  since  the  goodness  of  the  motive,  in 
their  candid  judgment,  justified  and  even  sanctified 
the  measures  which  had  occasioned  them  both  ex- 
treme suffering.  Rosaline  and  Erina  were  such 
true  and  pious  christians  as  to  hold  every  thing 
sacred  relating  to  religious  opinions.  Affectionate 
w  ere  the  thoughts  each  now  gave  to  every  member 
of  the  Glenrock  family,  and  that  of  Lord  Herbert, 
as  leaning  pensively  over  the  waves  that  washed 
the  African  coast,  the  two  friends  dropped  silently 
descending  tears  to  the  memory  of  the  British 
shores. 

Preparations  for  landing  soon  recalled  their 
wandering  fancies,  and  Lady  Kinross  and  Erina, 
attended  by  de  Briangon  and  their  attendants,  with 
packages  for  a  month's  abode  at  the  Cape  landed, 
in  excellent  health  and  high  spirits,  on  the  roman- 
tic and  fertile  territory  ©f  the  Dutch  colony  in 
Africa. 
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A  neat  house  on  the  beach  kept  for  the  recep- 
tion of  visitorSj  whom  business  or  curiosity  call  to 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  offered  agreeable  ac- 
commodation to  the  voyagers  assembled  there  to 
commence  their  journey  on  the  morrow  to  Cape- 
town, about  twenty  miles  distant ;  and  which  on 
account  of  the  ruggeduess  of  the  road  thither,  and 
the  lateness  of  the  day,  with  a  deficiency  of  travel- 
ling conveniences,  could  not  bo  undertaken  that 


The  Viscount  de  Bviangon's   companions  be- 
ing joined  by  Madame  d'Evreul  and  the  count  de 
FArmencour,  dinner  was  pepared  for   the  party  ; 
and,  after  a  repast  in  the  Dutch  manner,  their  little 
company,   tempted  abroad   by  the  serenity  of  the 
afternoon,  strolled  about  the  place.     A  small  gar- 
den belonging  to  the  house  of  accommodation, 
presented  but  few  agreeable  walks,  and  soon  weary 
of  confinement  within  its  narrow  inclosure,  the 
two  fair  friends,  arm  in  arm,  proceeded  towards 
the  sea-shore.     As  they  stood  attentively  watching 
the  marine   view,  and  fixed   their  eyes. upon  the 
vessel  decorated  by   the  British  ensign  playing  in 
the  breeze,  they  perceived  a  long-boat  rowing  from 
that  ship  towards  the  land.     Desirous  of  seeing  the 
crew,   which   seemed  to  be   numerous,    they  ad- 
vanced towards  the  spot  of  debarkation  to  take  a 
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near  view  of  the  interesting  group  of  their  coun- 
trymen ;  for  as  such,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  any 
inhabitant  of  the  British  dominions  would  have 
been  regarded  both  by  the  feeling  heart  of  Rosa- 
line and  the  enthusiatic  soul  of  the  effectionate 
Erina. 

As  the  boat  drew  near  shore  the  sound  of  the 
mariners'  voices  came  on  the  gale,  and  the  laugh 
of  mirth,  with  the  tone  of  English  speeches,  vi- 
brated joyfully  on  the  ears  ot  the  attentive  listeners, 
whose  spirits,  ever  gay,  were  now  exhilarated  to 
new  pleasure  at  the  sight  of  the  jovial  crew,  who 
sung  merrily  as  they  rowed  to  land.  As  they  ap- 
proached, Rosaline  and  Erina  believed  they  saw 
in  the  faces  of  the  honest  British  tars,  the  smiles 
of  long  absent  friends  and  brethren  for  the  sailors, 
like  all  the  English  sons  of  Neptune,  carried  good 
humour  and  generosity  in  their  countenance ;  and 
their  manners,  characteristic  of  bravery,  tempered 
by  the  softest  humanity,  while  their  rough  features 
spoke  perfect  contentment  and  happiness  in  the 
hardships  of  long  voyages,  tempests,  i\nd  sea  war- 
fare, in  the  service  of  their  king  and  country, 
brought  smiles  of  sweetest  complacency  on  the 
beauteous  lips  of  Rosaline  and  her  friend;  into 
whose  eyes  tears  of  gratitude  and  tender  regard 
now  started,  as  at  one  view  thev  beheld  the  honest 
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mariners,  to  whose  toils  and  dangers  England  is 
so  highly  indebted,  and  a  party  of  British  soldiers 
conducted  to  foreign  shores;  brothers  in  peril  and 
exile  for  the  advantage  of  their  native  land,  for 
the  safety  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  commerce.  The  mingled  group 
of  tars  and  military  men,  alike  jthe  brave  defenders 
of  their  country  and  monarch,  were  beheld  with 
those  mixed  and  powerful  emotions  a  feeling  mind 
alone  can  experience  in  a  situation  similar  to  that 
of  the  two  lovely  females,  who,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  felt  themselves,  not  only  aliens,  but  far 
removed,  perhaps  for  life,  from  every  relative  tie, 
from  every  acquaintance  of  their  past  years.  Rosa- 
line and  Erina,  connected  by  the  friendship  of  a 
twelvemonth,  now  in  their  early  youth,  were  every 
thing  to  each  other  in  a  foreign  land,,  distant  from 
their  country,  and  bereaved  of  every  bond,  except 
those  recently  formed  by  choice  instead  of  nature. 

Happy  in  hearing  their  own  language,  they  looked 
with  delight  on  the  British  sailors  and  the  soldiers, 
whom  they  now  discovered  to  be  Highlanders  by 
their  dress.  Rising  as  they  approached  the  shore, 
they  made  way  for  their  leader;  who  sprung  to 
the  beach  at  a  bound  that  displayed  at  once  tbc 
most  graceful  agility,  and  the  superior  elegance  of 
form  and  air,  in  which  perfect  symmetry  of  figun* 
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was  united  to  beauty  of  features,  and  an  aspect  of 
dignified  command  was  blended  with  the  utmost 
sweetness  of  countenance  and  softness  of  manner. 
His  stature,  above  the  common  size,  was  set  off* 
to  the  best  advantage  by  a  military  habit  resembling 
that  of  his  followers.  A  cloak  of  tartan  plaid 
hung  pendant  over  his  shoulders  like  a  scarf,  giving 
a  picturesque  appearance  to  bis  fine  figure  ;  bus- 
kins and  the  Caledonian  kilt,  shewed  the  exqui- 
site symmetry  of  his  limbs,  and  a  high-plumed 
Scotch  bonnet,  shading  a  face  illumined  with  in- 
telligence and  spirit,  and  glowing  with  the  freshest 
bloom  of  youth  and  health,  rendered  him  one  of 
the  most  interesting  objects  either  of  the  ladies  had 
<>ver  seen.  The  firmness  and  lightness  of  his  steps, 
and  the  graceful  movements  of  his  airy,  elegant, 
and  military  figure,  as  he  marshalled  his  men  on 
their  landing,  by  the  motion  of  his  sword,  and  the 
tones  of  his  voice,  at  once  sweet  and  manly,  ri- 
vetted  the  admiring  gaze  of  Erina,  while  he  inter- 
ested the  heart  of  Rosaline  as  the  handsomest  High- 
lander she  had  ever  beheld.  Although  English  by 
birth,  Lady  Kinross  was  a  Caledonian  in  spirit  as 
well  as  by  descent ;  and  notwithsanding  her  resi- 
dence in  Scotland  had  been  short,  she  had  imbibed 
for  it  an  affection  such  as  is  natural  to  a  youthful 
feeling  and  elevated  mind  to  cherish  for  the  country 
of  a  beloved  and  noble  ancestry.     With  a  lively 
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sensation  of  national  exultation  and  regard,  she 
looked  at  the  youth,  whose  eyes  fixed  on  her, 
marked  that  he  was  equally  moved  by  her  appear- 
ance. After  a  gaze  of  some  moments/ each  start- 
ing to  a  recollection  of  transgressing  civility  in 
thus  staring  at  an  entire  stranger  with  ri vetted  at- 
tention, coloured  as  if  by  sympathy.  The  young 
officer  turned  from  Rosaline  to  speak  to  his  sol 
diers,  while  she,  with  confuson  and  some  regret, 
walked  hastily  away,  leaving  Erina  rooted  to  the 
spot  where  the  officer  stood.  His  men  being  now 
all  disembarked,  were  directed  by  an  attendant  at 
the  water-side,  to  the  house  where  Lady  Kinross 
and  her  party  had  dined  and  taken  up  their  lodging 
for  the  night ;  and  as  Erina  tripped  towards  Ro- 
saline, and  linking  her  arm,  reached  the  inclosure 
of  their  abode,  the  youth,  stationing  his  soldiers 
there,  passed  into  the  dwelling,  with  a  profound 
bow  to  each  of  the  ladies ;  whom,  by  their  ap- 
pearance, he  recognized  as  his  fair  countrywomen  ; 
and  a  smile  of  mutual  acknowledgment,  as  in- 
habitants of  the  British  empire,  was  joyfully  ex- 
changed with  a  most  gracious,  reciprocal  salutation. 

The  evening  now  closed  in ;  and  in  order  th  at 
they  might  secure   the  only  carriage  at  the  place 
for  their  journey  on  the  following  day  to  Cape- 
Town,  the  count  and  de  Briaugon  went  to  arrange 
l  2 
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matters  relative  to  it;  leaving  the  three  ladies  to 
entertain  themselves  in  conversing  about  the  hand- 
some yOung  officer.  He  interested  Erina  as  a  bro- 
ther, because  she  was  the  daughter  and  sister  of  a 
soldier.  Rosaline  was  charmed  with  the  stranger, 
and  almost  loved  him  as  an  old  friend,  because  he 
wore  the  habit  of  a  country  she  regarded  as  her 
own  ;  and  Madtime  d'Evreul  admired  him  as  the 
handsomest  youth  she  had  ever  seen.  Each  was 
-peaking  of  him  with  enthusiasm  when  the  two 
gentlemen  entered  the  room,  and  joined  in  press- 
ing the  ladies  to  accompany  them  for  half  an  hour's 
amusement  to  the  novel  and  pleasing  scene  they 
had  just  quitted. 

u  If  you  like  a  picture  of  life,"  said  the  lively 
viscount,  laughing,  and  presenting  his  arm  to  Lady 
Kinross  and  her  friend,  "  you  may  now  see  it  in 
great  variety,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  lead  you 
to  the  kitchen." 

"  I  should  like  to  see  every  thing  in  our  voyages 
and  travels,"  said  Rosaline,  smiling;  "  so  pray 
come,  my  dear  Erina." 

'*  Most  willingly,"  cried  the  vivacious  girl — 
"  suppose  we  write  a  journal  of  our  tour,  and 
publish  the  incidents  which  occur  in  it.'" 
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The  count,  with  a  gallant  air,  presented  his  hand 
to  Madame  d'Evreul  to  lead  her  to  the  proposed 
station  of  observation,  assuring  her,  that  although  lie 
had  not  the  honour  of  conducting  her  to  the  court 
of  Versailles,  nor  to  the  grand  opera  at  Paris,  he 
hoped  and  believed  madame  would  be  very  well 
entertained  for  a  short  time  in  seeing  manners  and 
places  not  more  inferior  than  opposite  to  the  su- 
perb palace  of  their  grand  monarque,  and  the 
magnificent  theatre  of  their  great  and  elegant 
metropolis. 

The  ladies  were  now  conducted  into  an  out-build- 
ing adjoining  the  house,  whre  they  beheld  a  scene 
that  might  have  afforded  the  humorous  pencil  of 
Brower  or  Teniers  and  admirable  subject  for  the 
happiest  exertion  of  their  genius,  in  a  large 
apartment,  representing  the  interior  of  a  Dutch 
cottage,  were  assembled  a  number  of  people  of 
both  sexes,  in  various  picturesque  dresses.  Some 
of  the  men  and  women,  in  the  rustic  habit  of  Fle- 
mish boors,  contrasted  agreeably  with  the  appear- 
ance of  those  who  were  not  natives  of  the  place — 
these  like  Hollanders,  in  manners,  as  in  language, 
were  variously  occupied :  the  females  were  busied 
in  a  variety  of  culinary  preparations;  the  men, 
ranged  on  b.n  .lies,  were  smoking  their  pipes 
ai  different  attitudes  of  indolence,  looking  over 
L  3 
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a  party  playing  at  cards  on  the  head  of  a  cask. 
Near  the  fire,  seated  on  stools-round  a  rough  tabic. 
about  half  a  dozen  British  tars,  in  sailor's  dress 
of  blue  jackets  and  trowsers,  and  check  shirts 
tied  round  their  necks,  passed  flowing  cans  of  grog 
to  tbe  health  of  their  messmates,  wives,  and  sweet- 
hearts, and  applauded  the  song,  that  related  in  sea- 
phrases,  the  perils,  pleasures,  changes,  and  em- 
ployments of  the  mariner's  life.  On  the  other 
side,  a  group  of  the  Highland  soldiers  stood  in  merry 
parley  in  the  Scottish  dialect,  while  others  of  their 
party  footed  a  brisk  reel  to  the  discordant  notes  of 
the  bagpipe.  The  variety  of  sounds,  and  diversity 
of  the  scene,  amused  the  gay  Parisians,,  and  deeply 
interested  as  it  highly  entertained  Rosaline  and 
Erina.  Madame  d'Evreul  and  her  beau,  the  count, 
laughed  heartily,  chattered  their  remarks  in  French 
volubility,  and  shrugged  their  shoulders  on  draw- 
ing comparisons  between  the  present  surrounding 
objects  and  those  to  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed in  Paris,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
latter.  With  the  smile  of  pleasure  this  sight  in- 
spired, Lady  Kinross  and  her  friend  dropped  a 
silent  tear  to  the  remembrance  of  former  times, 
which  the  British  soldiers  and  sailors  brought,  in 
strong  colours,  to  their  fancy.  De  Brian§on,  ever 
gay  and  equally  attentive  to  his  two  belles  pro- 
tegees„  as  he  called  Rosaline  and  Erina,  lamented. 
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to"  them  their  want  of  a  good  violin,  as  he  died' to 
dance  a  cotillon ■;  and  perceiving  tears  glistening  in 
their  eyes,  he  proposed  a  dance,  and  requested 
them  to  join  in  the  reel  with  him.  Although  the 
hearts  of  Lady  Kinross  and  her  friend  were  softened 
by  the  scene,  it  had  given  a  lightness  to  their 
youthful  spirits,  and  both  of  them  being  extremely 
fond  of  dancing,  and  of  the  Scottish  measure  in 
particular,  they  readily  assented  to  the  innocent 
frolic  proposed  by  de  Brian^on ;  and,  permitting 
him  to  lead  them  amongst  the  dancers,  the  lively 
trio  began  the  Caledonian  mazes.  Lady  Kinross 
was  quite  an  adept  in  every  step  of  what  she  called 
her  national  dance;  Erina  was  not  ess  perfect  in 
the  graceful  performance  of  its  various  movements; 
and  the  viscount,  by  nature  and  tuition  an  ex- 
cellent dancer,  kept  up  the  reel  with  all  the  vi- 
vacity of  a  young  Frenchman,  to  the  great  amuse* 
merit  of  the  whole  assembly;  which  was  now 
graced  by  the  unexpected  entrance  of  the  young 
officer. 

On  perceiving  him  the  dancers  stopped.  He- 
seemed  agreeably  surprised  at  the  sight  of  the 
genteel  party,  and  taking  off  his  bonnet,  saluted 
them  with  inimitable  grace.  The  Parisians  bowed 
to  him  with  courteous  affability ;  the  sprightly 
Erina  smiled,  and  courtesied  with  inchanting  ease, 
h  4 
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combined  with  maiden  modesty ;  while  Rosaline, 
rather  confused  at  being  found  by  her  elegant 
countryman  in  a  Dutch  kitchen  mingling  in  the 
mirthful  entertainment  of  a  class  in  society  which 
pride  might  deem  it  indecorous  for  a  female  of  her 
station  to  mix  with,  blushed  scarlet-deep  as  the 
young  stranger  addressed  her  to  request  his  pre- 
sence might  be  no  interruption  to  the  entertainment 
that  would  so  charmingly  beguile  their  evening  iu 
the  exile  from  their  country,  and  in  the  privation 
of  elegant  society  and  amusement,  more  adapted 
to  the  refinement  of  her  taste. 

While  a  crimson  tide  rushed  to  the  cheeks  of 
Rosaline,  she  told  the  young  stranger  that  she  ad- 
mired the  liberality  of  his  sentiments,  which  deemed 
the  desert  situation  a  sufficient  excuse  for  a  cheer- 
ful frolic,  to  which  she  had  been  induced  to  con- 
sent to  oblige  and  amuse  companions,  whose  youth 
and  gaiety  must  apologize  for  what  might  appear 
an  impropriety  to  graver  characters.  "  The  vi- 
vacity natural  to  this  French  gentleman,"  said  Ro- 
saline, playfully  pointing  to  de  Briangon,  as  she 
addressed  the  officer,  f<  will  plead  his  excuse  for 
having  solicited  my  companion  and  me  to  join  in 
an  amusement  we  have,  for  some  time,  been  de- 
barred enjoying ;  and  Hibernian  gaiety  and  extreme 
youth  will  acquit  my  friend  of  committing  any  im« 
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propriety  in  acceding,  with  her  usual  sweetness  of 
temper,  to- gratify  our  obliging  beau,  and  please 
me  in  making  one  in  the  Caledonian  dance,  which 
she  knows  my  affection  for  Scotland,  and  a  national 
spirit,  render  extremely  agreeable  to  me." 

The  polite  officer  taking  this,  as  it  was  intended, 
for  a  compliment  of  courtesy  to  his  habit,  bowed 
his  acknowledgment  of  the  fair  stranger's  civility. 
In  order  to  prove  this  approbation  of  innocent 
merriment,  and  to  shew  his  desire  of  contributing 
to  the  amusement  of  the  circle,  and  seize  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  paying  the  homage  of 
gallantry  to  his  beautiful  country-women,  and  im- 
prove the  acquaintance  he  had  been  eager  to 
form,  he  solicited  the  hand  of  both  the  charming 
strangers  to  join  again  in  a  reel,  assuring  Rosaline 
that  her  delightful  example  confirmed  him  in  his 
ideas,  that  sociality  is  a  moral  obligation;  to 
mingle  therefore,  in  harmless  sports,  and  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  life,  is,  consequently,  a  duty 
we  owe  to  ourselves,  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
the  beneficent  Creator,  zvho  desires  us  to  consider 
mid  love  mankind  as  brethren, 
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CHAP.  VIIL 


"  Virtur,  which  is  ever  the  care,  as  it  is  the  delight,  of  Heavett, 
meets  invariably  a  recompence  justly  pi-oportioued  to  its  exertions ; 
tliat  recompence  secured  in.  a  crown  of  celestial  glory;  not  only 
shines  resplendent  to  human  hope  through  faith  in  a  blessed, 
futurity,  gilding  the  darkest  scenes  of  life  with  views  of  eternal 
bliss  ;  but  it  frequently  awaits  us  even  in  temporal  felicity,  arising 
often  from  an  unexpected  happy  result  of  circumstances;  which 
human  judgment,  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence,  would  deem 
misfortunes,  while  the  superintending  power  *f  Providence  directs 
their  consequences  to  extraordinary  blessings.  Mankind,  therefore,, 
should  never  call  sonow  evil." 


X\OS ALINE  sweetly  smiled  her  assent  to  the 
amiable  stranger's  sentiments  and  wishes,  and  per- 
mitted him  to  order  the  bagpipe  again  to  strike  up ; 
while  with  Erina,  she  once  more  traced,  with 
lively  steps,  blithe  countenance,  light  spirits,  and 
the  most  graceful  airy  attitudes,  the  mazes  of  a 
second  reel  ;  which  the  young  officer  danced  with 
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equal  elegance  and  spirit  to  the  admiration  of  all 
present.  The  heat  of  the  place,  warmed  by  a 
large  blazing  fire,  and  crowded  by  every  inhabitant 
of  the  house,  oppressed  Erina  so  much,  she  was 
obliged  to  rest  herself;  but  Lady  Kinross,  with 
all  the  vivacity  of  youthful  high  spirits,  increased 
by  the  unexpected  odd  incidents  of  the  evening, 
and  the  general  hilarity  it  produced^  was  too  much 
inspired  by  joy  to  feel  weary,  and  continued  to 
trip  the  reel  with  such  elastic  bounds,  that  her 
nymph-like  figure  seemed  quite  aereal. 

Mynheer  Van  Graff,  the  master  of  the  house, 
his  froze,  and  daughter,  with  the  other  Dutch 
characters,  could  not  comprehend  how  such  easy 
agility  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  mortals;  the  Parisians- 
allowed  that  the  two  present  dancers  emulated  Ves- 
tris  and  Guimard  admirably.  Erina  thought  that, 
charmingly  as  the  young  officer  danced,  he  was. 
equalled  by  her  elegant  friend,  who,  on  this  occa- 
sion, surpassed  her  former  excellence  in  the  de- 
lightful accomplishment,  in  which  she  was  distin- 
guished by  extraordinary  pre-eminence;  and  the 
Highland  soldiers  acknowledged  unanimously,  they 
had  never  seen  a  Scotch  lassie  foot  it  neater  than 
their  brave  captain  s  bonny  partner. 

The  early  hour  of  supper  arriving,  and  its  pre- 
L  C> 
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parations  being  finished,  it  was  served,  and  the 
dancing  terminated. 

The  young  officer,  who  had  been  anxious  to  see 
his  soldiers  properly  accommodated  for  the  night, 
which  was  his  reason  for  visiting  the  scene  of  their 
entertainment,  now  handed  his  fair  partners  to 
the  table  of  their  host,  and  took  his  seat  between 
Rosaline  and  Erina  ;  while  Madame  d"Evreul  was 
attended  by  her  beau,  the  count ;  and  the  gay  de 
£rian§on  was  engaged  in  paying  the  homage  of 
gallantry  to  the  two  blooming  Dutch  girls  of  the 
house,  who  with  their  parents  sat  at  the  board. 

The  conversation  amongst  this  heterogeneous 
assembly  could  not  be  general.  Those  who  did 
the  honours  of  the  table  were  too  ignorant  of 
.French  to  speak  it  with  fluency,  and  were,  of 
course,  silent,  unless  they  occasionally  addressed 
each  other,  or  the  attendants,  in  Dutch ;  which 
being  perfectly  unintelligible  to  the  rest  of  the 
company,  they  divided  themselves  into  the  little  se- 
parate societies  their  situations  at  supper  afforded 
them  an  opportunity  of  falling  into,  without  any 
breach  of  civility.  The  count  entertained  Madame 
d'Evreul  in  their  own  language,  as  neither  could 
speak  any  other,  on  a  variety  of  topics  interesting 
to  courtiers  and  Parisians  of  fashion  j  the  young 
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British  officer,  too  diffident  to  hazard  the  chance 
of  committing  blunders  in  French  conversation, 
addressed  himself  to  his  two  fair  countrywomen  in 
English;  and  the  volatile  de  Briancon  amused 
himself  with  the  naivete  of  the  jeunes  Hollandoises,. 
who  spoke  French  with  more  ease  and  readiness 
than  Mynheer  and  his  frozo.  Smiles,  however, 
which  are  the  language  of  good  humour  in  every 
country,  and  are  therefore  universally  understood  as 
an  expression  of  benevolence,  went  round  the  circle^ 
and  every  member  of  it  was  gay,  because  each 
had  an  ardent  wish  gratified.  The  count  loved  to 
talk  of  the  pleasures  of  Paris  to  an  auditor  who 
admired  it  and  himself  as  much  as  he  did.  Ma- 
dame d'EvreuI  had  her  first  passion,  which  was 
vanity,  most  agreeably  flattered  by  the  particular 
attentions  of  so  great  and  fashionable  a  personage 
as  the  Count  de  l'Armencour.  The  lively  viscount, 
who  was  never  happier  than  in  gallanting  a  pretty 
woman,  who  to  personal  attractions  added  the 
charms  of  novelty,  and  was  delighted  in  pleasing 
the  daughters  of  his  hosts  by  a  little  innocent  flir- 
tation ;  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  house  and 
table  felt  equal  gratification  in  the  attention  paid 
to  their  girls  by  a  handsome  gentleman  of  rank,  and 
the  prospects  of  emolument  arisiug  from  the  visit 
of  their  guests.  The  young  officer,  who,  on  being 
struck  by  the  uncommon  beauty  of  his  two  lovely 
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country -women,  had  ardently  desired  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  their  acquaintance,  had  his  earnest 
wishes  gratified  beyond  what  his  most  sanguine 
hopes  could  have  pictured  as  at  all  probable  ;  and 
Rosaline  and  Erina  who  had  been  equally  solicitous 
to  know  their  interesting  countryman,  enjoyed 
more  of  his  company  than  they  could  have  be- 
lieved possible,  without  an  introduction  to  his  at- 
tention, which  they  fancied  very  unlikely  to  hap- 
pen in  a  place  where  he  was  a  temporary  sojourner, 
unknown  and  unconnected,  like  themselves.  The 
intercourse  between  the  three  Britons,  like  all 
English  conversation  that  passes  among  entire 
strangers,  disclosed  not  one  syllable  relative  to  the 
situation  of  any  of  the  party  ;  because  each  indi- 
vidual, although  less  reserved  than  usually  is 
the  case  on  first  acquaintance,  as  they  all  felt 
more  interested  than  is  common  amongst  people 
of  their  nation,  restrained  their  natural  curiosity 
about  each  other,  considering  its  disclosure  would 
appear  impertinent ;  and  the  trio  parted  without 
having  enquired  or  learned  their  respective  destina- 
tion or  name. 

It  was,  however,  evident  to  each,  that  the  in- 
terview had  been  productive  of  reciprocal  delight, 
and  that  the  most  favourable  impressions  had  been 
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mutually  received  in   this   short  and  accidental 
acquaintance. 

Erina,  who,  as  well  as  Rosaline,  had  been  at- 
tentive to  each  look  and  gesture  of  the  youth, 
marked,  with  unaccountable  interest,  every  glance 
of  his  eye,  and  each  motion  of  his  expressive 
countenance  and  graceful  figure,  which,  in  every 
varied  turn,  evinced  the  keenest  sensibility,  com- 
bined with  uncommon  sweetness  of  disposition  and 
softness  of  manner ;  while  every  sentence  he  ut- 
tered displayed,  with  extreme  modesty,  a  strength 
of  understanding,  an  extent  of  elegant  informa- 
tion, the  most  delicately  refined  taste,  and  every 
virtue  that  adorns  the  human  mind.  On  separat- 
ing, the  wish  of  meeting  again  was  mutual,  and 
expressed  on  all  sides  with  equal  sincerity  and 
politeness. 

The  three  ladies  retired  to  one  chamber,  and 
whilst  preparing  for  repose,  spoke  in  the  highest 
praise  of  their  new  acquaintance.  Madame  d'Evreul, 
laughing,  congratulated  Erina  on  having  found 
so  charming  a  beau.  The  lovely  girl,  superior  to 
affectation  or  duplicity,  although  she  was  too  much 
the  child  of  innocent  simplicity  to  be,  like  many 
others  of  her  sex  and  age,  anxious  to  engage  the 
attention  of  young  men,  or  to  feel  admiration  of 
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them  for  an  agreeable  exterior,  frankly  avowea  the 
interest  she  took  in  the  youth ;  whose  dispositions 
and   apparent  virtues,  rather  than  his   handsome 
person,  had   made  the  liveliest  impression  on  her 
fancy.     The  warm  eulogium  she  bestowed  on  the 
Highland  officer,  inspired  her  gay  Parisian  com- 
panion with  an  idea  that   Erina's  heart  had  been 
touched  by  the  graces  of  their  new  acquaintance. 
Erina  was,  indeed,  sensible  of  all  his  uncommon 
merits,  but  the  impression   they   had  made  was 
widely  different  from  that  Madame  d'Evreul  ima- 
gined.  The  delicately  chaste  mind  of  Rosaline  had 
been  awakened  to  a  juster  conception  of  the  refined 
feelings  of  Erina  towards  the  amiable  young  officer. 
The  congeniality  of  soul  between  her  lovely  friend 
and  their  new  acquaintance,  had  been  too  striking 
to  remain  unnoticed  by  the  kindred  spirit  of  Lady 
Kinross ;  in  whose  mind  an  idea  had  been  suggested 
by  the  occurrences  of  the  evening,  that,  probably, 
in  their  fellow  sojourner  at  the   Cape,  good  for- 
tune might  afford  Erina  a  very  flattering  chance  of 
gaining  a  most  valuable  connection  for  life ;  an# 
although  the  loss  of  her  society,  the  dearest  thing 
to  Rosaline's  heart,  would  be  to  her  an  irreparable 
misfortune,  her  friendship  was  too  heroically  en- 
thusiastic to  place  self-gratification  in  competition 
with  the  felicity  of  her  loved  companion:   the  ge- 
nerous Lady  Kinross  therefore  hoped,  rather  than 
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feared,  that  the  evident  reciprocal  interest  awakened 
by  this  casual  meeting  between  Erina  and  the  ad- 
mirable youth,  might  terminate  to  their  mutual 
happiness. 

In  the  morning  the  beat  of  the  drum,  and  the 
shrill- toned  fife  at  day-break,  awakened  the  ladies  ; 
who,  being  accustomed  to  early  rising,  got  up 
with  the  sun.  The  air  was  peculiarly  bright,  and 
nature,  in  autumnal  verdure,  smiled  all  around  as 
Rosaline  and  Erina  seated  themselves  at  their 
chamber  window  to  see  the  Highlanders  march  off 
to  Cape-Town.  The  military  party  now  increased 
by  the  remainder  of  the  company,  and  a  lieutenant 
and  ensign,  who  had  been  prevented  landing  on  the 
preceding  afternoon,  for  want  of  accommodation 
at  the  bay,  were  drawn  up  in  order  to  begin  their 
route.  The  martial  appearance  of  the  Highlanders, 
and  the  British  colours  waving,  presented  a  charm- 
ing sight  to  the  two  deeply  interested  spectators, 
of  a  scene  that  recalled  innumerable  tender  ideas 
of  their  earliest  youth  ;  and  Rosaline  and  Erina 
dropped  many  tears  to  the  remembrance  of  theic 
departed  parents.  Smiles,  however,  quickly  suc- 
ceeded at  the  view  of  their  new  acquaintance,  who 
coming  up  to  his  brother  officers,  paid  the  most 
courteous  salute  to  the  two  friends,  which  they 
returned  by  a  graceful   motion  of  their  snowy 
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hands,  while  the  fresh  sea-breeze,  blowing  from 
the  gently  agitated  waves,  in  one  of  the  clearest 
mornings  of  autumn,  made  the  roses  of  health 
bloom  on  the  cheeks  of  Rosaline  and  Erina  with 
a  glow  heightened  by  youth  and  pleasure. 

The  officers  gazed  at  their  extraordinary  beauty 
with  admiration,  and  he  on  whom  it  had  made  a 
deep  impression,  evinced  it  by  his  looks,  while  he 
made  a  parting  obeisance  that  spoke  unutterable 
sentiment. 

The  vehicle  which  was  to  convey  Lady  Kinross 
and  her  party  to  the  ptace  of  destination,  was  an 
antiquated  coach,  lined  with  crimson  cut-velvet; 
this  carriage  was  drawn  by  six  small  horses,  which 
proceeded  leisurely  on  their  journey.  The  un- 
common roughness  of  the  road  made  the  travel- 
ing difficult,  but  the  picturesque  wildness  of  the 
surrounding  scenery  as  they  wound  along  the  shore 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  afforded  many  ro- 
mantic views,  which  Erina's  taste  found  much 
amusement  in  seizing  as  she  slowly  passed  along. 
On  stopping  at  the  half-way  house  for  some  re- 
freshment, they  found  the  Highlanders  reposing 
themselves,  and  partook  a  collation  of  such  viands- 
as  the  solitary  habitation  afforded,  with  their  new 
amiable  acquaintance  and  his  two  brother  officers, 
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They  were  men  of  information  and  polished  man- 
ners, and  might  have  been  thought  handsome  had 
they  not  been  judged  by  a  standard  of  perfection 
rarely  seen. 

A  waggon  with  the  attendants  and  packages  of 
the  party  now  joined  them ;  and  after  some  stay 
at  the  baiting-place,  the  numerous  cavalcade  again 
set  forward  on  their  journey.  Although  the  heavy 
vehicles  proceeded  slowly,  they  left  the  Highland- 
ers behind  them  on  the  road,  and  reached  C?.  e- 
Town  sufficiently  early  in  the  evening  to  settle 
themselves  agreeably  before  night  in  an  excellent 
lodging,  to  which  they  had  been  directed  as  the 
best  boarding-house  in  the  place.  It  was  a  spa- 
cious dwelling,  in  an  open,  airy  situation,  built  and 
furnished  in  the  Dutch  style.  Madame  d'Evreul 
had  a  pretty  apartment  adjoining  that  occupied  by 
.Rosaline  and  Erina,  who  were  inseparable  com- 
panions. In  a  large  room  where  the  company 
assembled  round  a  long  table  at  breakfast,  dinner, 
and  supper,  the  gentlewoman  who  kept  the  house, 
made  tea  and  coffee  for  her  newly  arrived  guests, 
to  whom  this  refreshment  was  served  in  a  hand- 
some saloon  that  opened  to  a  pretty  view  of  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  and  the  adjacent  country. 
A  row  of  trees  overshadowing  the  windows,  threw 
an  agreeable  shade  over  the  apartment,  which,  fitted 
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up  with   uncommon  neatness,  was  adorned  with 
some  pictures,  and  a  good  piano-forte. 

Rosaline  was  glad  to  find  this  instrument  in  ex- 
cellent order  ;  and  sat  down  to  strike  the  chords  of 
touching  harmony,  whilst  Erina  tuned  her  harp,  and 
accompanying  her  friend  in  dulcet  melodies,  passed 
the  hours  till  supper-time  in  the  enjoyment  of  her 
favourite  amusement,  for  the  delight  of  which  she 
had  risked  the  transportation  of  her  harp  over  the 
rugged  road :  the  instrument  having  been  packed 
in  a  secure  case,  had  escaped  any  damage  ;  and 
Erina's  joy,  in  finding  it  in  perfect  safety,  inspired 
her  music  with  uncommon  spirit.  Rosaline  also 
played  with  anusaal  taste,  and  at  supper  was  com- 
plimented with  her  slstti  -musician,  by  her  host 
and  hostess,  for  extraordinary  proficiency  in  that 
elegant  art. 

The  proprietors  of  the  house,  although  natives 
of  the  place,  had  a  knowledge  of  the  world  from 
books,  and  a  long  intercourse  with  people  of  va- 
rious countries.  The  wish  of  rendering  their 
house  agreeable,  lu.d  brought  it  into  such  repute, 
that  it  was  the  resort  of  all  the  best  company  who 
touched  at  the  Cape ;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
host  and  his  wife  had  attained  a  genteel  address, 
with  a  fluency  in  the  French  language,  that  rendered 
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them  very  pleasing  companions  at  table,  which 
was  the  only  time  of  their  association  with  the 
boarders. 

On  the  day  succeeding  their  arrival,  the  party 
set  oat  after  dinner,  on  a  ramble  through  the  town, 
and  strolled  into  the  company's  garden,  which  is 
the  public  walk.  Having  taken  a  few  turns  in  its 
shady  avenues,  they  perceived  the  Highland  of- 
ficer advancing  towards  them  on  the  elastic  step  of 
pleasure ;  joy  beamed  on  his  youthful  countenance 
as  he  saluted  the  well  remembered  company,  with 
a  grace  which  evinced  that  although  they  were 
new  acquaintance, he  regarded  them  as  old  friends: 
the  bow  he  made  to  his  two  lovely  country-women 
had  an  air  of  sentiment  calculated  to  inspire  it ; 
and  the  sensibility  of  Rosaline  and  Erina  suffused 
their  cheeks  with  a  glow,  which,  in  the  most  delicate 
language,  told  the  youth  they  were  delighted  at 
the  meeting,  which  his  looks  declared,  he  con- 
sidered most  fortunate. 

Replacing  the  high-plumed  bonnet,  which  he 
had  taken  off  with  peculiar  elegance  as  he  paid  his 
obei&ance,  he  stationed  himself  beside  Lady  Kin- 
ross, conversing  with  her  and  Erina  in  English,  as 
they  walked  supported  by  de  Briangon.  The  vis- 
cesunt,  who  understood  that  language  very  indif- 
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ferently,  told  the  young  officer  soon  after  he  joined 
them,  that  as  neither  liked  speaking  the  other's 
language,  it  would  be  unfair  for  either  to  mono- 
polize  les  deux  belles;  and  that  it  would,  therefore, 
be  a  just  compromise  to  part  their  treasure  be- 
tween them.  "  Retaining  this  fair  hand,"  said 
the  gay  de  Briancon,  laughing,  and  seizing  the 
hand  of  the  blooming  Erina,  which  he  held  under 
his  arm,  "  I  resign  the  other  charming  prize  to 
you,  Sir,"  cried  he  in  a  tone  of  pleasantry,  pre- 
senting the  hand  of  Rosaline  to  the  young  officer, 
who,  bowing  with  lively  courtesy,  respectfully 
grasped  the  gift  assigned  him,  and  drawing  the 
fingers  of  Lady  Kinross  under  his  trembling  arrn^ 
led  her  forward  through  the  umbrageous  walk. 

The  amiable  and  lively  Rosaline  had  never  felt 
g  ayer  than  at  this  moment,  which  unexpectedly 
afforded  her  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  her 
new  acquaintance,  whose  superior  qualities  had  in- 
spired her  with  a  desire  to  know  him  more  inti- 
mately. Attentively  observant  of  him  as  an  object 
who  had  engaged  her  own  esteem,  aud  deeply  in- 
terested Erina,  Lady  Kinross  treated  the  stranger 
with  the  sweetest  courtesy,  to  draw  him  forth  to 
confidence  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  all  his 
sentiments,  and  if  she  found  his  character  such 
as  it  appeared,  to  encourage  an  intimacy,  which, 
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while  it  developed  his  ideas  and  principles,  might 
nurture  in  him  that  tender  attachment  her  anxious 
solicitude  for  Erina's  advantage  had  flattered  her 
friendship  with  the  hope  of  having  already  per- 
ceived, excited  both  in  the  bosom  of  the  youth, 
and  that  of  her  sweet  friend,  and  which  she  was 
convinced  would  tend  to  ensure  their  mutual  feli- 
city ;  for  her  penetration  had  discovered  they  were 
of  congenial  minds,  and  fitted  to  live  inseparable. 
Animated  by  an  impulse  of  kindest  benevolence 
towards  the  agreeable  stranger,  and  warmed  with 
sentiments  of  tenderest  affection  for  Erina,  Rosa- 
line was  inspired  to  uncommon  exertion  of  those 
powers  of  charming  by  her  conversation  and 
by  those  attractive  graces  of  manner  which,  even 
in  ordinary  intercourse,  rendered  her  superlatively 
lovely  and  inexpressibly  engaging.  Her  soft  azure 
eyes  beamed  exquisitely  refined  sentiment,  the  vi- 
vid blush  of  youthful  pleasure  glowed  like  new- 
blown  roses  on  her  cheek,  making  the  snowy  white- 
ness of  her  ivory  neck  and  polished  forehead  more 
transparently  fair,  while  the  zephyrs  waved  her 
light,  flaxen,  glossy  ringlets  over  her  clear  veined 
temples,  a  smile  of  enchanting  sweetness  played 
on  her  ruby  lips ;  her  mellifluous  voice,  attuned  to 
the  tones  of  sensibility,  sunk  into  the  hearer's 
heart,  awakening  its  keenest  susceptibility,  whilst 
the  admiring  youth  gazed  on  the  angelic  form 
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beside  hini  with  wonder  equal  to  his  rapture,  and 
listened,  as  he  fancied,  to  celestial  accents  ia 
ecstacy. 

The  youth,  charmed  by  the  winning  softness  of 
the  lively  Rosaliue,  yielded  to  the  confidence  that, 
stealing  over  his  soul,  encouraged  it  to  the  most 
perfect  unreserve  ;  giving  the  rein  to  his  taste  and 
the  powerful  sensations  that  at  the  moment  usurped 
his  mind,  he  led  the  conversation  to  themes,  which 
unfolded  to  the  observation  of  his  attentive  com- 
panion the  most  amiable  dispositions,  deep  intel- 
ligence, the  correctest  judgment,  the  utmost  re- 
finement of  soul,  united  to  feelings  equally  warm 
and  tender.  The  penetration  of  Lady  Kinross  dis- 
covered, in  the  admirable  youth,  the  rare  endow 
ments  of  strong  sense  combined  with  extreme  dif- 
fidence ;  innumerable  talents  without  the  smallest 
pretension  ;  perfect  ease  of  address  joined  to  un- 
affected modesty ;  genius,  accomplishments,  both 
mental  and  perscnal,  united  to  ever}'  attraction  of 
graceful  manners  and  elegance  of  figure,  untinc- 
tured  with  the  least  share  of  vanity. 

The  youth,  on  his  part,  whilst  scrutinized  closely 
by  his  fair  companion,  was  not  less  observant  of 
her,  who,  with  an  intention  of  investigating  the 
character  of  the  stranger,  was  unconsciously  im- 
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folding  all  the  perfections  she  was  almost  ignorant 
of  possessing.  Each  absorbed  in  attentive  obser- 
vation of  the  other,  became  unmindful  of  every 
thing  else,  whilst  drawn  irresistibly  to  that  unre- 
served intercommunication  of  soul  which  delighted 
mutually,  as  it  reciprocally  unfolded  the  heart, 
expanding  it  to  confidence  in  itself,  and  that  in 
which  it  found  congeniality  of  thought  and  sen- 
timent. 

The  Count  de  l'Armencour  was  deeply  engaged 
in  conference  with  Madame  d'Evreul,  to  whom 
his  attentions  were  too  flattering  to  permit  her  to 
notice  the  lapse  of  hours,  or  interrupt  the  incense 
of  adulation  her  vanity  was  ever  eager  to  receive 
in  the  monopoly  of  the  count's  gallantry;  and  he 
felt  too  highly  gratified  by  the  fascinating  flattery 
of  a  pretty  woman,  to  relinquish  a  ttte-a-the, 
most  pleasing  to  his  spirit  of  intrigue,  by  an  ob- 
servation on  the  lateness  of  an  hour  propitious  to 
his  design  of  insinuating  himself  into  the  heart,  on 
which  he  was  practising  his  seductive  arts  for  the 
amusement  of  days  that,  without  this  accustomed 
occupation,  would  have  hung  heavily  on  his  hands. 
The  lively  de  Briangon,  ever  volatile,  invariably 
good-humoured,and  constantly  assiduous  and  agree- 
able to  the  sprightly  and  amiable  Erina,  laughed 
and  talked  the  moments  away,  with  the  wish  of 
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entertaining  her  ;  whilst  Rosaline  and  the  young 
stranger  were  too  deeply  engaged  in  a  highly  inter- 
esting intercourse  to  mind  the  flight  of  time  ;  and 
the  evening  shades  had  already  enveloped  the 
party  in  twilight,  ere  any  of  them  noticed  the 
approach  of  night.  Its  gloom,  at  length,  stealing 
on  the  over-arching  trees,  made  Lady  Kinross  pro- 
pose their  retiring  from  the  garden. 

The  youth  solicited  to  be  allowed  the  honour  of 
attending  his  fair  companion  home,  and  the  favour 
was  granted  with  as  sweet  a  grace  as  it  had  been 
entreated. 

On  reaching  their  abode,  Rosaline's  agreeable 
attendant  politely  took  his  leave  to  depart ;  but  as 
the  company  unanimously  pressed  him  to  honour 
them  by  his  presence  some  time  longer,  politeness 
and  inclination  united  in  inducing  him  to  enter  the 
house,  in  compliance  with  the  courteous  invitations 
of  the  whole  party. 

They  found  the  saloon  lighted  for  their  reception, 
and  tea  and  coffee  prepared  for  their  return. 
When  these  refreshments  had  been  handed  round 
the  circle,  their  visitor,  introducing  the  subject  of 
music,  professed  himself  a  great  admirer  of  that 
charming  art,  and  requested  to  be  favoured  with 
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some  vocal  and  instrumental  harmony ;  adding, 
with  an  insinuating  and  graceful  pleasantry,  that 
he  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  soliciting  a 
treat  which  the  harp,  piano-forte,  and  music-books 
promised  him  ;  and  for  which  the  sweet  condscen- 
sion  of  the  Muses,  he  added,  smiling  and  bowing 
to  the  ladies,  encouraged  him  to  petition. 

The  amiable  Rosaline,  ever  willing  to  oblige, 
and  anxious  to  display  the  superior  talents  of  her 
beloved  friend,  requested  her  to  tune  her  harp, 
and  favour  the  company  with  a  lesson,  by  way  of 
prelude  to  an  Italian  song.  The  lovely  Erina, 
equally  desirous  as  Rosaline  to  comply  with  the 
general  wish,  and  solicitous  to  have  the  accomplish- 
ments of  Lady  Kinross  admired  as  they  merited, 
assured  her  she  would  prepare  her  instrument  and 
voice  to  join  her  friend's  harmony  in  a  duet  for 
the  harp  and  piano-forte,  and  in  an  air  for  two 
voices.  The  gentlemen  uniting  in  urging  the  pro- 
posal made  by  Erina,  Rosaline  sweetly  acceded  to 
it;  while  both  exerted  their  musical  powers  to  the 
utmost,  not  to  rival,  but  to  draw  forth  and  set 
off  the  talents  of  the  other  to  the  highest  advan- 
tage :  thus  inspired  by  the  ardour  of  purest  friend- 
ship, instead  of  experiencing  the  stimulus  of  emu- 
lation, the  lovely  musicians  exceeded  their  former 
excellence  on  an  occasion  where  interest  for  th© 
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stranger's  gratification,  and  affection  for  each  other, 
called   into   exertion    all    the    bailliancy    of   their 
musical  execution,  and  the  finest   touches  of  their 
taste  and  feeling  for  harmony ;  while  the  youth, 
in  evident  ecstasy,  hung  enraptured  on  the  dulcet 
union   of  their  instrumental   and  vocal    accords. 
The  animated  encomiums  which  the  stranger  be- 
stowed on  both  the  fair  musicians,  was  unlike  the 
common-place  gallantry  men  in  general   pay  to 
objects  of  their  admiration  ;  his  was  evinced  with 
equal  elegance,  delicacy,  and  respect :  so  that  his 
exalted  eulogiums,  although  uttered  with  enthu- 
siastic   ardour,  were    stamped    with    the    seal    of 
sincerity,  and  seamed    more  the    impulse  of  an 
energetic  open  soul,  and  the  natural  effusions   of 
a  heart  endued  with  keenest  sensibility,  than  the 
studied  dictates  of  compliment :  sentiment,  taste, 
and  judgment  marked  his  praises,  which  gratified 
the  understanding  of  Rosaline  and  Erina,  whilst 
the   refined  deference    of  his  assiduities   evinced 
him  to  be  a  man  of  sense  and  feeling.  His  atten- 
tions, in  consequence  of  this  conviction,  made  an 
impression,  which  the  flattery  of  a  frivolous  cox- 
comb could  never  have  effected.. 

Supper  being  announced,  according  to  custom, 
at  an  early  hour,  the  stranger  took  a  courteous 
leave  of  his  agreeable  entertainers,  requesting  per- 
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mission  to  repeat  a  visit  that  had  afforded  him  ex- 
quisite delight.  The  party,  with  equal  ardour, 
solicited  him  to  honour  them  by  a  daily  call;  to 
which  polite  invitation  the  engaging  youth  replied, 
that  the  attractions  of  their  charming  circle  would 
ensure  the  punctual  performance  of  his  homage  ; 
adding,  that  although  he  considered  himself  most 
fortunate  in  having  found  such  company  to  con- 
sole him  in  an  exile  from  beloved  friends  and  his 
country,  yet  he  could  not  refrain  regretting  ex- 
tremely, that  the  chance  which  had  afforded  him 
the  happiness  of  an  introduction  to  such  an  agree- 
able society,  had  prevented  his  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  it  during  their  stay  at  the  Cape.  The  lively 
viscount  who  loved  social  pleasures,  and  was  par- 
ticularly fond  of  English  company,  urged  the  young 
officer  to  become  the  inmate  of  their  hostess,  and 
increase  the  enjoyment  of  their  abode,  extolling  its 
advantages  to  the  young  officer  on  his  complaining 
of  the  uncomfortableness  of  his  lodging.  Promising 
to  leave  it  for  a  residence  in  the  house  of  Madame 
Van  der  Worf,  so  highly  recommended  by  de 
Briangon,  their  engaging  visitor  made  his  obeisance, 
and  departed  with  a  look  that  convinced  the  ob- 
servant Rosaline  his  thoughts  would  remain  with 
them  until  his  promised  return.  She  had  noticed 
with  pleasure  the  young  officer's  eyes  rivetted  on 
Eriua  whilst  she  touched  the  harp,  and  sang  to 
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its  accord  with  an  expression  of  peculiar  interest. 
Lady  Kinross,  although  extremely  young,  had  an 
acute  penetration  and  a  mature  judgment ;  ardent 
in  her  affections,  even  to  romantic  enthusiasm,  her 
warmth  of  friendship  made  her  anxiously  solicitous 
for  whatever  might  conduce  to  the  felicity  of  Erina; 
and  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  now  opening,  that 
would  afford  her  friend  and  the  youth  the  best  op- 
portunity of  developing  and  proving,  by  hourly 
close  observation,  each  other's  character,  Rosa- 
line's looks  had  plainly  expressed  her  wish  that 
their  new  acqiaaintance  should  join  their  society. 

Erina,  also,  felt  and  appeared  desirous  of  his 
being  domesticated  in  their  circle  ;  unconscious  of 
having  attracted  his  particular  attention,  she  only 
flattered  herself  she  might  awakeu  in  him  that 
esteem  she  was  alone  ambitious  of  obtaining  from 
a  person  who  had  impressed  her  in  a  lively  man- 
ner with  that  sentiment.  She  was  anxious  to  learn 
the  name  of  the  interesting  officer ;  while  Rosaline, 
who  was  too  delicate  and  discreet  to  whisper,  even 
in  the  ear  of  her  most  intimate  confidant,  sugges- 
tions to  that  might  disturb  the  ease  of  Erina,  was 
more  solicitous  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  youth, 
whose  uncommonly  elegant  address,  marking  him 
as  a  perfectly  accomplished  character,  seemed  an 
unquestionable  proof  that  his  connections  were  iu 


247 

the  highest  class,  and  his  pretensions  equal  to  the 
birth  and  claims  of  her  lovely  friend. 

Under  an  expectation  of  the  agreeable  stranger 
repeating  his  visit,  according  to  invitation,  on  the 
following  evening,  and  with  a  wish  of  rendering  it 
pleasanter  to  all  parties,  the  lively  and  obliging 
de  Briangon  conceived  a  design  of  surprising  their 
guest  with  a  little  fete,  which  would,  at  once,  be 
an  elegant  compliment  to  him,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  atforded  an  occasion  of  paying  one  to  their 
host  and  hostess,  while  it  would  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  that  convivial  festivity  in  which  his  lively 
disposition  delighted.  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
intention,  he  mentioned  it  at  supper  to  Madame 
Van  der  Worf ;  and  on  her  appearing  gratified  by 
the  proposal,  and  perceiving  the  circle  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  his  entertainment,  the  viscount  re- 
quested his  hostess  to  invite  all  her  friends,  whom 
he  understood  to  be  the  most  respectable  inhabit- 
ants of  the  place,  and  gave  orders  for  a  handsome 
supper,  with  music  for  a  dance,  on  the  succeeding 
night. 

This  little  ball  being  arranged  the  next  day, 
Rosaline  was  anxious  to  deck  Erina  for  an  assem- 
bly of  which   friendship  was    assured  its  darling 
object  would  be  the  most  distinguished  ornament. 
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The  pride  and  affection  of  Lady  Kinross  united  in 
rendering  her  desirous  of  attiring,  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, the  graces  of  her  lovely  companion's 
person ;  while  Erina,  equally  solicitous  to  adorn 
Rosaline's  beauty,  requested  and  obtained  per- 
mission to  be  her  handmaid  that  evening,  and 
exerted  her  incomparable  taste  to  decorate  her  in 
the  most  becoming  manner.  Simplicity  of  dress 
was  the  style  which  most  pleased  Erina,  and  best 
suited  the  beauteous  face  and  form  of  her  friend. 
A  snow-white  short  muslin  robe  of  softest  texture, 
trimmed  with  fine  lace,  and  made  with  elegant 
plainness,  shewed  the  perfect  symmetry  of  her 
figure,  and  accorded  admirably  with  its  peculiar 
lightness ;  a  few  ringlets  of  her  shining  flaxen  hair 
strayed  m  airy  negligence  on  her  polished  neck  and 
forehead,  while  the  rich  profusion  of  her  locks, 
bound  in  graceful  braids  and  knots,  by  Erina's 
lingers,  in  the  Grecian  mode,  displayed  at  once 
the  taste  of  that  lovely  girl,  and  the  charms  it 
heightened  into  finished  elegance  ;  a  loose  flowing 
drapery  of  sky-blue  crape,  in  the  form  of  a  scarf, 
with  silver-tasselled  ends,  was  thrown  over  her 
jeft  shoulder,  and  hung  before  with  inimitable 
grace  below  her  knee;  the  other  end  passing  under 
her  right  arm  in  a  light  low-pendant  festoon,  was 
fastened  to  a  girdle  of  the  same  colour,  and  en- 
circling her  in  tasteful  folds,  assumed  a  variety  of 
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picturesque  forms  at  every  movement.  White 
shoes,  braced  like  sandals,  with  bands  of  celestial- 
tinted  azure,  completed  a  dress  equally  simple, 
fanciful,  aud  becoming. 

Thus  habited  for  the  ball,  the  sylph-like  Rosaline, 
with  her  blooming  companion,  repaired  to  the 
saloon  as  the  sun  was  setting  on  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  evenings  of  autumn.  The  apartment  lighted 
by  bright  sun-beams,  inspired  their  youthful  spi- 
rits with  gaiety.  Madame  d'Evreul  was  yet  en- 
gaged with  the  important  business  of  her  toilette ; 
Madame  Van  der  Worf  was  occupied  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  supper-table  ;  the  count  and  de 
Briancon  were  out  on  their  evening  stroll  on  the 
public  promenade  ;  and  as  the  company  was  not 
expected  till  a  later  hour,  Erina  flew  to  her  harp, 
and  in  the  vivacity  occasioned  by  an  anticipation 
of  the  festive  pleasures  of  that  evening,  she  struck 
the  notes  of  her  favourite  dance ;  while  the  equally 
lively  Rosaline,  inspired  by  the  sprightly  air  to 
exhilarated  gaiety,  tripped  light  phantastic  steps  to 
the  measure  which  the  nimble  fingers  of  her  friend 
struck  with  animated  and  animating  spirit.  At 
her  request,  Lady  Kinross  took  up  her  tambou- 
rine, and  playing  an  accompaniment  to  the  melody 
of  the  harp,  performed  a  succession  of  fanciful 
evolutions  with  an  indescribable  grace  of  movement 
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and  an  endless  variety  of  attitudes,  sometimes  ex- 
pressive of  soft,  and  at  other  times  of  the  most 
lively  sentiments.  The  exercise  of  dancing  height- 
ened the  bloom  upon  her  cheeks,  and  increased 
the  lustre  of  her  eyes,  while  the  expression  of  her 
vivacious  smile,  and  the  contour  of  her  figure,  as  she 
lightly  bounded,  elegantly  turned,  and  swept  in 
airy  circles,  round  the  room  on  agile  steps,  con- 
veyed an  idea  of  youth  and  perfect  beauty  perso- 
nified in  matchless  grace. 

While  the  equally  admirable  musician  smiled 
her  praises  on  the  efforts  of  elegance  which  her 
strain  inspired,  her  eyes  followed  Rosaline's  airy 
motions  as,  after  many  repeated  mazy  windings 
round  her,  she  moved  forward  in  sweeping  circles 
about  the  saloon,tiiI  she  reached  the  entrauce,where 
she  took  a  station,  in  an  elegant  attitude,  to  repose 
herself  for  the  continuance  of  the  dance.  After 
Rosaline  had  stood  for  some  time  in  fixed  atten- 
tion on  Erina's  graceful  figure  bending  over  her 
harp,  she  glanced  a  look  in  the  antichamber,  and 
was  surprised  to  see  the  Highland  officer  seated 
in  attentive  observation  of  something  he  was  deli- 
neating. Instantly  conjecturing  Erina's  portrait  to 
to  be  the  subject  of  his  pencil,  Rosaline  checked 
an  exclamation  of  astonishment  which  had  nearly- 
escaped  her  at  the  unexpected  sight  ©f  the  youth, 
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ou  whose  elegant  figure  and  graceful  attitude  she 
continued  to  gaze,  whilst  he  was  busily  employed  in 
drawing.  At  length,  raising  his  eyes  to  Rosaline's 
face,  he  started  on  perceiving  her  observant  of  him; 
whilst  she,  with  a  playful  look  and  sportive  move- 
ment, advanced  towards  him,  and  accosting  him 
with  a  gracious  salutation,  rallied  him  on  being 
detected  as  a  spy. 

The  youth,  springing  forward  to  greet  her  in 
return,  smiling,  seized  the  tone  of  pleasantry  in 
which  he  was  addressed,  and  replied,  in  a  manner 
equally  witty  and  polite,  paying  the  most  elegant, 
and  at  the  same  time,  the  most  enthusiastic  com- 
pliments to  the  fair  friends,  each  of  whom  he  styled 
the  concentration  of  all  the  Muses  and  Graces. 
He  heightened  this  poetically  playful  compliment, 
by  assuring  the  laughing  Rosaline  that  he  spoke 
not  in  hyperboles,  for  it  was  impossible  for  lan- 
guage to  equal,  much  less  to  exaggerate,  the  ex- 
pression of  the  admiration  with  which  he  had  long 
gazed  unnoticed  on  the  charming  musician  and 
dancer ;  adding,  that,  as  a  convincing  proof  of  his 
assertions,  he  should  produce  the  sketches  he  had 
made  of  each,  which  although  seized  (he  conti- 
nued bowing  and  deeply  colouring,)  at  a  moment 
of  the  most  exalted  inspiration,  and  pourtrayed 
from  models  of  more  than  human  perfection, 
M.  6 


252  THE  SOLDIERS  FAMILY; 

evinced  that  mortal  powers,  even  when  exerted  to 
the  utmost,  must  fail  in  the  arduous  attempt  to 
delineate  celestial  subjects. 

Erina,  who  had  left  her  instrument  to  salute 
their  visitor  as  soon  as  she  perceived  him,  smiling 
at  his  high-flown  panegyric,  which  the  gay  Rosa- 
line received  with  a  blushing  courtesy  of  sportive 
irony,  requested  to  be  gratified  by  the  sight  of  a 
performance  from  which  she  was  taught  to  expect 
such  high  delight. 

The  drawing,  presented  with  a  profound  obei- 
sance to  the  fair  friends,  was  executed  with  a  de- 
gree of  correctness  and  taste,  that  shewed  equally 
the  powers  of  the  artist's  genius,  and  the  elegance 
of  the  figures,  in  the  delineation  of  which  his 
masterly  pencil  had  been  most  successfully  em- 
ployed. The  form  of  Rosaline,  extremely  like, 
was  exquisitely  touched  as  the  principal  object  in 
the  picture.  Erina's  figure,  equally  resembling, 
and  delicately  sketched,  was  traced  with  less  forte 
and  minuteness,  as  it  was  veiled  in  the  shade  of 
the  back-ground,  to  give  full  effect  to  the  light, 
sportive  form  of  Rosaline,  which  seemed  to  be 
springing  forward  to  the  eye  in  an  attitude  beauti- 
fully descriptive  of  airy  motion,  that  had  happily 
been  seized  in  delineation  from  the  striking  graces 
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of  the  original,  and  given  with  equal  spirit  and 
elegance,  as  they  had  forcibly  been  caught  by 
feeling. 

The  encomiums  bestowed  by  Rosaline  and  Erina 
on  this  specimen  of  the  newly  discovered  talent  of 
the  young  officer,  marked  the  union  of  correct 
judgment  and  enthusiastic  taste  for  the  art  of 
designing  in  the  fair  friends ;  in  answer  to  whose 
praises  of  his  performance,  the  artist  declared  he 
should  become  intolerably  vain  from  their  flatter- 
ing panegyrics,  were  he  not  sensible  the  merits  of 
his  work  depended  on  the  perfection  of  his  models, 
and  the  inspiring  powers  of  the  Musesy  whom  he 
had  been  favoured  in  pourtraymg,  rather  than  any 
natural  genius. 

The  easy  playfulness  with  which  these  little  sallies 
of  innocent  gallantry  were  uttered,  and  the  respect- 
ful air  of  unaffected  deference  that  accompanied 
the  accents  of  enthusiastic  adulation,  rendered  it 
entertaining  and  pleasing,  rather  than  impertinent 
and  fulsome ;  and  inspired  the  lively  Rosaline  and 
sprightly  Erina  with  that  sportiveness  of  manner 
they  often  employed  to  mark  by  delicate  raillery, 
they  perfectly  comprehended  how  lightly  a  female 
mind  should  estimate,  and  how  little  it  should  be  im- 
pressed by  the  flattery  of  exaggerated  compliments. 
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The  officer,  after  shewing  he  could  trifle  agree- 
ably in  a  moment  of  gaiety,  resumed  the  accus- 
tomed sentimentally  serious  tone  of  conversation 
more  adapted  to  his  character,  and  entertained  his 
fair  companions  by  innumerable  sensible  remarks, 
that  unostentatiously  displayed  the  solidity  of  his 
understanding,  the  depth  of  his  information,  and 
the  acuteness  of  his  sensibility,  touchingly  evinced 
by  the  mention  of  his  friends  and  country  ;  from 
which,  he  said,  motives  of  duty  would  exile  him 
to  distant  regions  for  many  years.  Whilst  he  spoke 
on  this  affecting  theme,  Rosaline  heard  him  heave 
a  deep-drawn  sigh,  and  Erina  perceived  tears  start 
to  his  eyes,  and  tremble  in  their  soft  lustre  with 
an  expression  of  warm  susceptibility.  Their  in- 
tercourse, from  general  topics  of  sentiment,  had 
naturally  dropped  into  personal  application  on  the 
tender  theme  of  beloved  connections ;  and  each 
party  flattered  themselves  with  a  hope  of  learning 
many  particulars  relative  to  the  objec  f  their 
recent  knowledge  and  eager  curiosity,  Ivu  the 
bustle  of  lighting  the  saloon,  the  assemblage  of 
the  hosts,  and  the  arrival  of  their  guests,  termi- 
nated all  social  intercourse  and  uninterrupted  con- 
versation, by  ceremonious  forms  of  general  cour- 
tesy, and  the  etiquette  of  diffused  attention  to  a 
wide  circle  of  strangers;  to  each  of  whom  Ro- 
saline and  Erina,  with  Madame  d'Evreul,  the  county 
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and  de  Briangon,  made  the  politest  compliments, 
as  the  entertainers  of  the  numerous  company. 

On  learning  that  this  unexpected  entertainment 
had  been  made  as  an  agreeable  surprise  and 
civility  to  him,  the  young  officer  paid  the  politest 
acknowledgments  for  the  courteous  favour  to  the 
party  who  had  honoured  him  with  such  distinction. 
In  order  to  evince  his  gratitude  for  the  flattering 
attention,  he  alternately  solicited,  and  obtained,  the 
hand  of  Madame  d'Evreul,  Rosaline,  and  Erina, 
during  the  evening,  which  passed  in  that  gaiety 
and  ease  an  unexpected  festivity  never  fails  to 
inspire. 

The  residents  of  the  settlement,  by  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  strangers,  had  acquired  the  agree- 
able, social  quality  of  affability ;  and,  as  many  of 
them  spoke  French,  the  party  at  Madame  Van 
der  Worf 's  made  a  point  of  particularly  addressing 
in  that  language  all  the  company  with  whom  they 
found  a  possibility  of  conversing.  The  young  oificer, 
from  never  having  practised  a  verbal  communication 
in  the  French  language,  neither  understood  it  per- 
fectly when  spoken,  nor  could  be  prevailed  on  to  risk 
the  utterance  even  of  a  single  sentence,  in  a  tongue 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  study  only  in  books.  But 
ft] though  thus  deprived  of  mixing  in  general  con- 
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versation,  he  mingled  in  the  dance  with  spirit,  and 
a  peculiar  elegance,  that  attracted  the  admiration 
of  ever)  person  present. 

Cotillons  and  country-dances,  with  an  excellent 
supper,  enlivened  the  company  until  a  late  hour ; 
when,  at  the  pressing  solicitation  of  the  young 
officer,  Rosaline  and  Erina  performed  a  reel  with 
him,  to  the  delight  of  a  wide  circle,  who  loudly 
applauded  the  beauty  and  graces  of  his  lovely 
partners,  whilst  he  was  complimented  by  whispers 
buzzing  round,  that  extolled  his  uncommonly  hand- 
some countenance  and  figure,  the  picturesque  habit 
of  his  Highland  uniform,  and  the  extraordinary 
elegance  of  his  air  and  movements.  The  evening's 
festivity  had  inspired  the  youth  with  an  easy  gaiety 
that  displayed  his  fine  features,  his  graceful  form, 
and  his  manners  to  the  highest  advantage.  The 
lively  interest  he  had  excited  in  Erina's  heart  at  first 
sight,  was  now  strengthened  into  a  perfect  regard ; 
and  the  exalted  esteem  Rosaline  felt  towards  him 
at  their  first  interview,  had  since  increased  to 
such  a  degree,  that  she  could  not  now  avoid  che- 
rishing a  real  affection  for  the  youth,  whom,  having 
proved  to  be  as  amiable  as  he  appeared,  her 
friendship  wished  to  fix  as  the  future  dearest  con- 
nection of  her  beloved  friend.  The  prospect  of 
Erina's  happiness,  in  the  probable  possession  of 
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all  that  could  render  her  fate  in  life  most  blessed, 
warmed  the  lively  fancy  of  Rosaline,  and  joy 
irradiated  her  expressive  countenance  with  that 
indescribable  brightness  with  which  youthful  hope 
and  an  angelic  disposition  deck  human  beauty  in 
celestial  charms.  While  she  led  down  the  dance 
with  the  engaging  stranger,  her  eyes  sparkled,  her 
cheeks  glowed,  and  a  smile  of  sweetest  compla- 
cency sat  on  her  ruby  lips,  while  the  pearly  polish 
of  her  teeth,  the  shining  ringlets  of  her  hair,  and 
the  elastic  steps  with  which  she  lightly  tripped  the 
mazes  of  the  dance,  rendered  her  enchautingly 
lovely.  She  looked  the  nymph  of  innocent  plea- 
sure, and  bloomed  a  Hebe  with  the  grace  and 
symmetry  of  beauty's  queen,  fixing  every  eye  in 
the  room  on  her  charms,  that  would  have  been 
thought  matchless,  had  not  Erina's  disputed  the 
triumph  of  applause, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ball,  the  young  officer, 
bowing  on  the  hands  of  his  two  partners,  took  his 
leave,  with  a  sigh  of  regret,  entreating  permission 
to  wait  on  them  the  next  morning,  which  was 
readily  granted ;  whilst  the  lively  de  Briangon, 
tapping  him  on  the  shoulder  at  his  departure,  said, 
that  the  only  return  their  guest  could  make  for  a 
fete  made  in  honour  of  their  acquaintance  with 
him,  and  for  the  improvement  of  their  increasing 
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friendship,  would  be  to  enliven  their  sojourn  at 
the  Cape,  by  becoming  an  inmate  of  their  abode. 
To  which  the  youth  courteously  replied,  with  an 
engaging  smile,  that  the  fascination  of  their  com- 
pany was  too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  and  that  as 
he  should  certainly  find  it  impossible  to  exist  out 
of  their  society,  he  would  undoubtedly  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  privilege  of  being  included  in  it  as 
a  member  of  their  domestic  circle,  as  soon  as  he 
could  effect  ifc 

As  Madame  d'Evreul,  Rosaline,  and  Erina  Mere 
talking  over  the  pleasures  of  the  ball  ou  the  morn- 
ing succeeding  it,  the  entrance  of  their  new  ac- 
quaintance enlivened  the  social  party  round  the 
work-table.  The  youth  had  resumed  the  serious 
air,  which  occasionally  stole  over  his  fine  coun- 
tenance in  an  expression  of  pensive  sentiment,  and 
made  an  impression  on  every  beholder's  heart.  An 
unusual  soft  shade  of  interesting  sensibility  was,  on 
this  morning,  fixed  on  the  handsome  features  of 
the  young  officer,  whom,  from  his  appearance, 
Madame  d'Evreul  pronounced,  in  her  own  mind, 
to  be  deeply  enamoured  of  Erina.  Into  the  in- 
nocent girl's  thoughts  no  such  vain  conjecture  in- 
truded to  contradict  a  persuasion  that  he  was  af- 
fected only  at  his  absence  from  his  country,  and 
separation  from  his  friends,  which  he  had  feelingly- 
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lamented  on  the  preceding  evening.  In  the  strong 
evidence  of  the  youth's  sensibility,  Rosaline  saw 
nothing  but  a  susceptibility  of  heart  that  had  de- 
voted his  soul  to  Erina,  and  that  would  soon  make 
him  declare  himself  her  lover.  The  touching  soft- 
ness of  his  countenance  on  this  morning,  the  pe- 
culiar gentleness  of  his  address,  the  visible  flutter 
of  agitation  that  oppressed  his  fluctuating  spirits, 
whilst  an  alternate  flush  of  colour  and  affecting 
paleness  spread  over  his  interesting  face,  indicated 
to  the  observant  Lady  Kinross,  that  his  ill-con- 
cealed disquietude  was  of  recent  dates,  and  that  he 
anxiously  sought  an  opportunity  to  relieve  his  mind 
by  its  disclosure.  The  marked  dejection  of  their 
visitor,  his  frequent  abstraction  from  the  conver- 
sation, by  which  the  ladies  vainly  endeavoured  to 
sooth  his  uneasiness,  appeared  to  spread  an  infec- 
tion of  sadness  round  the  circle;  and  as  the  gay 
Madame  d'Evreul  loved  not  the  participation  of 
melancholy,  she  retired  from  the  company,  that  all 
her  vivacity  could  not  enliven.  Her  departure 
seemed  to  increase  the  emotion  of  the  youth,  whom 
the  gentle  and  feeling  Rosaline  tried  to  smile  into 
tranquillity.  Perceiving  her  efforts  for  this  pur- 
pose not  only  ineffectual,  but  that  every  attempt 
she  made  to  inspire  him  with  peace  and  confidence 
heightened  his  embarrassment;  and  remarking  also 
that  he  frequently  cast  a  glance  towards  Eriua.j 


260  THE    SOLDIER'S    FAMILY  ; 

indicative  of  a  desire  to  address  a  secret  to  her 
car  in  private,  Rosaline  left  the  saloon,  and  sta- 
tioned herself  at  a  window  in  the  adjoining  anti- 
chamber,  that  looked  into  a  kind  of  vestibule  lead- 
ing to  a  flight  of  steps  at  the  entrance  of  the  house. 
She  had  not  been  many  minutes  in  this  place,  ob- 
serving the  plants  blooming  round  her,  when  she 
heard  the  approach  of  footsteps,  and  looking  up, 
perceived  the  youth  advancing  towards  her  with  an 
air  of  extreme  agitation.  In  trembling  confusion 
he  bowed  in  silence,  and  was  passing  her  to  de- 
scend the  steps,  when  she  bid  him  kindly  good 
morning,  and  gaily  demanded  if  he  would  favour 
their  society  with  his  company  that  evening  to  walk 
in  the  gardens.  To  this  encouraging  question  the 
youth,  in  faltering  trepidation,  answered,  u  Heaven 
only  knows  if  I  shall  be  permitted  to  repeat  my , 
visits!" — He  paused,  whilst  Rosaline,  surprised  by 
his  abrupt  departure,  and  still  more  astonished  at 
a  reply  that  seemed  to  her  inexplicable,  felt  totally 
at  a  loss  what  to  say.  She  therefore,  in  silence, 
smiled  an  adieu,  and  repeated  it  twice  by  kissing 
and  waving  her  hand  to  him  as  he  stood  on  the 
steps  near  her,  irresolute  whether  to  stay  or  de- 
part. Conjecturing  his  wavering  purpose  from 
the  expression  of  his  speaking  countenance,  and 
decking  her  own  in  that  sweet  complacency  which 
tender  interest  and  regard  for  the  unhappy  m 
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fail  to  encourage  them  to  hope  and  confidence,  the 
youth  yielded  to  those  sentiments  ;  and  springing 
forward,  he,  trembling,  seized,  and  respectfuliy 
bowing  on  the  hand  she  had,  in  affectionate  benevo- 
lence, extended  towards  him,  he  pronounced  an 
affecting  farewell ;  adding,  with  peculiar  emphasis, 
an  energetic  benediction:  then  pressing  the  soft 
and  snowy  fingers  of  the  passive  hand,  yielded  to 
him  with  an  innocent  frankness  and  kind  confidence, 
for  which  the  enthusiastic  youth  evinced  the  deep- 
est sense  of  gratitude,  he  made  a  second  parting 
obeisance,  aspirated  another  adieu,  made  a  move- 
ment as  if  to  depart,  and  then  stood  fixed  in  an 
attitude  of  pensive  reflection. 

Rosaline  gazed  on  him  with  mingled  emotions 
of  anxiety  and  tender  compassion,  that  beamed  in 
looks  of  ineffable  sweetness,  and  called  tears  of 
pity  into  her  eyes  :  as  those  of  the  youth  caught 
the  soft  expression  irradiating  from  their  bright 
azure,  his  glistened  with  a  ray  of  transient  delight, 
whilst  a  faint  smile  illumined  his  features;  but 
this  evanescent  spark  of  joy  was  in  an  instant  ex- 
tinguished by  a  suffusion  of  lustrous  drops,  that, 
starting  to  his  eyes,  added  brilliancy  to  his  timid 
glances,  as  the  varying  colour  of  his  cheeks  de- 
clared the  tumult  within  his  breast.  To  hide  an 
increasing  perturbation,  he  bent  forward  in  a  pro- 
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found  salutation;  then,  resuming  his  plumy  bonnet, 
he  rushed  down  the  steps  with  precipitation  and 
hastened  away ;  leaving  Rosaline  immovable,  to 
gaze  on  his  interesting  form  till  his  picturesque 
dress,  lost  in  the  indistinctness  of  distance,  no 
longer  was  marked  to  distinguish  him  from  the 
crowd  of  Dutch  figures  amongst  whom  he  mingled 
as  he  passed  along.  Whilst  she  continued  to  fix 
her  eyes  on  the  road  the  departed  youth  had  pur- 
sued. Erina  approached  with  a  letter,  which  she 
presented  to  her  friend.  The  packet  was  sealed, 
but  bore  not  any  superscription,  and  as  Rosaline 
received  it,  she  demanded  of  the  bearer  if  she  were 
acquainted  with  the  purport  of  its  contents.  To 
this  Erina  replied  in  the  negative,  telling  Rosaline 
that  as  soon  as  she  had  left  the  room,  their  visitor 
drew  the  letter  from  his  bosom,  and  solicited  her 
to  present  it  to  her  charming  friend  and  coun- 
try-woman, with  his  earnest  entreaty  to  pardon 
the  unprecedented  liberty  he  had  taken  of  address- 
ing, in  an  epistolary  way,  on  such  a  recent  acquaint- 
ance, a  person  to  whose  name  he  was  a  stranger  ; 
adding,  that  the  urgency  which  impelled  him  to 
take  an  apparently  unwarrantable  licence,  would,  he 
trusted,  sufncieniy  plead  his  excuse  for  daring  to 
seize  an  opportunity  of  thus  prematurely  introduc- 
ing himself  and  his  situation  to  notice.  That,  as 
this  address  required  a  reply,  he  should  take  the 
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liberty  of  calling  on  the  following  morning,  with 
.  the  hope  of  receiving  either  a  written  or  verbal 
answer.  Erina  added,  there  was  something  so 
affectingly  impressive  in  the  stranger's  looks,  voice, 
and  manner,  that  she  was  inspired  with  the  most 
lively  interest  for  him  ;  and  declaring  herself  anxi- 
ously impatient  to  learn  the  contents  of  the  packet 
with  which  he  had  confidentially  entrusted  her, 
she  requested  Rosaline  to  gratify  her  curiosity  by 
shewing  her  the  signature.  «  I  have  been  dying/' 
continued  the  lively  girl,  «  to  learn  the  name  of 
our  new  acquaintance.  From  his  appearance,  air, 
and  address,  I  have  conjectured  him  to  be  a  per- 
son of  high  rank.  I  was  frequently  tempted,"  she 
added,  laughing,  "  to  address  him  by  some  appel- 
lation of  dignity ;  and  several  times  I  have  been 
strongly  induced  to  demand  his  name,  although  I 
was  apprehensive  I  should  incur  the  imputation  of 
impertinent  curiosity,  and  confirm  the  stigma  al- 
ready thrown  upon  our  sex  by  the  other,  of  being 
notoriously  inquisitive." 

During  this  playful  speech  of  her  sprightly  com- 
panion, Rosaline,  with  scarcely  less  eagerness  than 
her  friend  had  expressed,  began  to  break  the  seal 
of  a  packet,  which  she  guessed  the  engaging  and 
delicate  youth's  timidity  had  addressed  to  her,  in 
order  to  engage  her  friendship  for  himself,  and  her 
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affection  towards  Erina,  to  plead  a  tender  suit  he 
was  too  diffident  to  urge  until  he  was  licensed  to 
declare  his  passion  to  its  object,  by  the  permission 
of  her  friends,  and  a  hope  that  she  might  be 
induced  to  listen  to  the  offer  of  his  hand  and 
fortune. 

Whilst  this  conjecture  increased  her  high  esti- 
mation of  the  young  stranger,  in  confirming,  by 
an  unequivocal  proof,  that  he  professed  all  those 
refined  and  elevated  sentiments  and  qualities  her 
attentive  observation  of  him,  from  the  first  moment 
of  his  introduction  to  her  notice,  his  appearance 
and  behaviour  decidedly  indicated,  she  carefully, 
yet  hastily,  unsealed  the  packet,  and,  unfolding  it, 
read,  at  the  end  of  a  long  letter,  the  signature  of 
*  Frederic  Wilmot !" 

"  My  brother's  best  beloved  and  estimable  bo- 
som friend!"  ejaculated  the  astonished  Erina, 
in  an  accent  of  mingled  surprise  and  ecstasy, 
clapping  her  hands  with  the  liveliest  expression  of 
joy,  and  fixing  her  laughter-beaming  eyes  on  the 
rapturous  smile  of  Rosaline;  who,  in  a  tone  of 
delighted  and  delighting  affirmation,  again  perused 
and  repeated  the  well-known  valued  name  of  Fre- 
deric Wilmot,  which  had  so  frequently  been  re- 
collected and  mentioned  by  the  two  friends  with 
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indescribable  sentiments  of  the  most  enthusiastically 
exalted  esteem,  the  highest  admiration,  and  even 
with  the  warmest  feelings  of  tender,  yet  refined 
affection. 

Erina,  whose  bosom  now  glowed  with  the  com- 
bination of  those  sensations,  whilst  her  cheeks 
bloomed  with  the  increased  brilliancy  from  the 
liveliest  emotion  of  pleasure,  exclaimed,  with  the 
energy  of  sensibility  that  characterized  her,  "  Ami- 
able and  valued  youth !  beloved  by  us  ere  personally 
known,  and  admired,  even  unknown,  from  the 
first  instant  of  our  introduction.  Surely  we  must 
deem  it  an  incident  ordained  by  Providence,  rather 
than  a  casual  event  of  blind  chance,  that  has  thrown 
us  together  in  our  respective  exile  for  mutual  con- 
solation and  happiness !" 

(t  If  we  admit  the  superintendance  of  a  Su- 
preme governing  Power,"  replied  Rosaline,  "  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  consistent  to  deny  his  di- 
rection of  events;  which,  frequently  appearing  to 
be  the  sport  of  insignificant  accident,  and  of  little 
importance,  have  the  strongest  influence  on  our 
life,  and  produce  consequences  in  its  course  even 
to  its  remotest  duration.  I  consider  every  circum- 
stance occurring  to  mortals,  as  originating  in  the 
divine  will,  or   disposal  of  his   creatures.     This 
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does  not,  in  my  opinion,  contradict  their  power 
of  free  election  and  agency  which  is  necessary  to 
constitute  their  responsibility  respecting  their  con- 
duct ;  we  must  be  sensible  we  have  not  the  smallest 
controul  over  events,  since  the  human  mind  can 
neither  take  measures  to  prevent  them,  nor  can 
our  clearest  understanding  foresee  incidents,  which 
we  must  therefore  attribute  to  Providence,  while 
every  one  must  feel  the  liberty  to  think  and  act  in 
every  possible  occurrence,  w  ith  that  perfect  free- 
dom which  renders  them  accountable  for  their 
judgment  and  actions.'' 

"  Sweet  moralizing  friend!"  cried  Erina,  in 
playful  gaiety,  encircling  Rosaline's  waist  with  one 
arm,  whilst,  with  the  other  hand,  she  gently 
seized  the  letter,  declaring  she  would  read  it ;  and 
insist  on  her  able  auditor  making  notes  and  com- 
ments on  the  contents  of  an  epistle,  which  she  was 
certain,  must  furnish  texts  in  confirmation  of  the 
opinion  she  had  just  beard  treated  in  a  manner, 
that  accorded  with  her  own  ideas  respecting  the 
Divine  interposition  in  the  affairs  of  mortals. 

Rosaline  smiled  at  this  little  sally  of  her  sportive 
companion's  exhilarated  spirits.  As  she  marked 
the  heightened  bloom  of  pleasure  on  Ei ma's  cheek 
saw  the  increasing  and  lively  sparkling  radiance 
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lhat  youthful  joy  darted  from  her  fine  hazle  eyes, 
while  smiles  of  eager  delight  dimpled  round  her 
mouth,  Lady  Kinross  felt  a  sensation  of  pure  rup- 
ture, such  as  angelic  spirits  experience  in  wit- 
nessing the  beatitude  of  sainted  souls.  Her  en- 
thusiastic mind  and  lively  imagination  represented 
to  her  fancy,  at  one  glance,  the  felicity  of  her  be- 
loved Erina,  secured  by  her  fortunate  meeting 
with  the  amiable  Wilmot,  whilst  their  united  bliss 
would  ensure  the  happiness  of  Charles  O'Brien, 
by  giving  to  his  bosom  friend  the  additionally  en- 
dearing tie  of  fraternal  bonds  to  cement  those  of 
amity  ;  and  by  thus  leaving  his  heart  at  perfect 
liberty  to  offer  his  ardent  vows  where  she  was 
assured  they  would  be  acceptable;  for  she  had 
long  suspected,  and  was  now  convinced,  that  Se- 
raphina's  susceptible  soul  would  never  have  re- 
mained insensible  to  the  suitor  proposed  by  her 
father,  Lord  Herbert,  and  so  highly  favoured  by 
his  regard,  had  not  her  affections  been  fixed  on 
Erina's  brother. 

Flattering  her  friendship  for  all  parties  with  the 
pleasing  idea  of  having  been  instrumental  to  the  per« 
feet  happiness  she  anticipated  would  soon  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  objects  of  her  tenderest  affection, 
the  heavenly  soul  of  Rosaline  thrilled  with  ecstatic 
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Smiling  like  an  angel,  from  the  inspiration  of 
the  most  virtuous  sentiments,  Rosaline  kissed 
Erina's  glowing  cheek  ;  while  a  tear,  warm  from 
friendship's  pure  source,  dropped  from  the  eye  of 
Lady  Kinross  on  the  bosom  of  her  friend,  whom 
she  requested  to  peruse  Wilmot's  letter,  saying, 
she  was  assured  it  would  lead  to  the  fortunate 
termination  of  events  that  had  occasioned  much 
pain  and  severe  trials  both  to  O'Brien  and  Wilmot, 
whose  virtues  would  undoubtedly  not  fail  to  obtain 
ultimately  that  high  reward  they  merited. — ((  Vir- 
tue," said  Rosaline,  as  Erina  was  preparing  to 
read  the  letter,  "  which  is  ever  the  care,  as  it  is 
the  delight  of  Heaven,  meets  invariably  a  recom- 
pence  justly  proportioned  to  its  exertions;  that 
recompence,  secured  in  a  crown  of  celestial  glory, 
not  only  shines  resplendent  to  human  hope  through 
faith  in  a  blessed  futurity,  gilding  the  darkest 
scenes  of  life  with  the  views  of  eternal  bliss,  but 
it  frequently  awaits  us  even  in  temporal  felicity, 
arising  often  from  the  unexpected  happy  result 
of  circumstances,  which  human  judgment,  at  the 
time  of  their  occurrence,  would  deem  misfortunes, 
while  the  superintending  power  of  Providence 
directs  their  consequences  to  extraordinary  bless- 
ings. Mankind,  therefore,  should  never  call 
sorrow  evil.'1 
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CHAP.  IX 


*•  The  most  unhappy  can  never  be  destitute  of  con  sol  at  ion  ;  tha 
meat  miserable  have  innumerable  comforts  j  the  wretehedest  being* 
have  much  to  live  for:  all  should,  therefore,  possess  contentment 
even  in  the  crueleat  disappointments,  since  the  tree  of  hope  widely 
spreading,  ever  springing  in  eternal  verdure,  blooms  in  luxuriant 
blossoms  to  human  expectation,  overshadowing  every  mortal;  while 
its  roots  strike  firm  on  earth,  its  branches  shoot  to  heaven." 


ITII  such  powerful  and  mingled  emotions 
as  a  keenly  feeling  mind  alone  can  imagine  to  be 
excited  in  hearts  of  the  most  acutely  tender  sensi- 
bility, did  Erina  read,  and  Rosaline  listen,  to  the 
following  letter : 


'& 


"  Ignorant  as  I  am  by  what  name  I  ought  to 
address  you,  I  am  aware  I  incur  the  hazard  of 
being  esteemed  impertinent,  in  thus  intruding  on 
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your  attention.  Sensible  of  the  great  liberty  I 
dare  assume,  I  shall  entrust  my  apology  for  this 
trespass  to  the  intercession  of  your  sweet  friend, 
whom  I  intend  requesting  to  favour  me,  by  be- 
coming the  bearer  of  this  letter.  The  reliance  1 
have  in  her  kindness,  the  experience,  even  a  short 
acquaintance  has  afforded  me  of  her  power  over 
the  heart,  and  my  observation  of  the  influence  she 
has  in  your's,  point  her  out,  in  my  judgment,  as 
the  best  advocate  I  could  employ  to  plead  my 
cause  at  the  bar  of  sentiment,  where  the  compas- 
sion of  her  dearest  companion  and  country-woman 
will  preside  to  hear  my  defence,  and  acquit  or 
condemn  me.  As  the  mercy  of  a  British  tribunal 
where  the  judge  is  bound  to  be  counsel  for  the  de- 
fendant in  case  he  wants  an  advocate,  is  pre-emi- 
neut  and  universally  acknowledged,  I  throw  myself 
in  entire  dependence  on  the  lenity  of  that  court, 
to  the  decision  of  which,  I  trust  my  trial,  in  the 
hope  1  shall  obtain  strict  justice. 

u  Our  accidental  introduction  to  each  other's 
acquaintance,  in  a  country  where  we  are  alike 
strangers  and  equally  unknown,  and  the  certainty 
of  our  speedy  separation,  added  to  a  powerful 
impulse  to  seize  an  opportunity,  which  neglected, 
may  never  again  occur,  urge  me  to  an  avowal 
that  would,   in    any  other  circumstances,  except 
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those  of  the  strong  necessity  which  prompt  it,  ap- 
pear indecorously  premature.  That  avowal  is  the 
situation  of  my  heart. 

"  It  is  very  remote  from  my  intentions,  as  it  is 
totally  opposite  to  my  character,  to  adopt  the 
common-place  adulation  of  an  ordinary  lover,  to 
paint  the  ardour  of  my  passion  in  complimenting 
the  charms  of  its  object,  since  those  which  excited 
my  admiration  are  as  greatly  above  all  praise  as 
my  sentiments  are  superior  to  description. 

"  My  attachment  is  too  strong,  too  refined  to 
express  itself  in  language,  which,  in  its  best  ex- 
pression, would  fail  to  excite  those  glowing  ideas 
of  ethereal  spirit  that  the  soul  of  sensibility,  by 
sympathy  alone,  without  the  aid  of  words,  can 
learn.  Would  to  Heaven  I  could  venture  to  en- 
tertain a  hope  that  your  feelings,  at  any  future 
period,  might  become,  at  my  intercession,  the 
expletives  of  those  which  devote  me  to  you !  The 
impression  I  received  from  you  the  first  hour  of 
our  association  is  indelible.  After  this  confession 
I  must  declare,  with  honest  frankness,  every  par- 
ticular relative  to  the  situation  of  the  being  who 
would  presume  to  interest  you. 

"  When  thrown  in  my  infancy  an  unprovided 
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dependant  .cm  the  world,  pity  snatched  me  from 
the  encircling  arms  of  death,  in  which  1  lay  care- 
lessly smiling  as  I  pressed  the  dying  bosom  that 
sustained  me :  bequeathed  with  a  last  sigh  of 
struggling  sorrow  a  helpless  child,  to  the  care  of 
strangers,  I  was,  by  their  compassion,  protected, 
not  as  the  orphan  of  unhappiness  left  destitute, 
but  as  the  offspring  of  a  noble  house,  whose  fos- 
tering kindness  supplied  to  me  the  loss  of  parents 
I  never  knew, 

u  Surrounded,  from  ray  earliest  years,  by  all 
the  splendour  of  rank  and  fortune,  and  smiled  on 
by  friendship  and  the  tenderest  affection  of  in- 
valuable, noble,  and  most  beloved  connections, 
from  whose  unexampled  indulgence  I  might  com- 
mand wealth  and  the  highest  situation,  I  have 
chosen  to  become  a  soldier  of  fortune,  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  founding  my  own ;  not  from  an 
impulse  of  pride  that  spurns  at  obligations,  but 
at  the  suggestions  of  a  spirit  of  independence, 
strengthened  by  notions  of  justice,  which  forbid 
my  remaining  a  weight  on  the  generosity  of  friends, 
when  conscience  tells  me  it  is  my  duty  to  owe  my 
rise  to  rank  in  an  honorable  profession  to  the  claims 
of  active  service  rather  than  interest,  and  that 
every  man  should  merit  fortune  to  enjoy  itc 
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"  This  conviction  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
lured  me  from  the  lap  of  ease,  affluence,  elevated 
society,  and  the  still  more  seductive  pleasures  of 
endearing  intercourse  with  objects  to  whom  every 
social  and  moral  tie  hound  me  closely,  had  not 
principles  of  delicacy  and  honour  impelled  me  to 
exile  myself  from  scenes  most  beloved,  to  distant 
regions*  for  the  sake  of  beings,  to  whom  my  debt 
of  gratitude  cau  never  be  repaid,  even  by  the. 
sacrifice  of  my  interest  and  happiness  to  promote 
their  advantage  and  felicity. 


u  In  this  brief  account  of  myself,  I  have  but 
slightly  sketched  the  history  of  my  situation ;  yet 
I  have  thrown  sufficient  light  on  the  incidents 
which  mark  my  life,  to  shew  you  my  real  position 
in  the  world,  and  to  develope  my  character  as  weil 
as  my  circumstances  to  your  knowledge,  feeling  I 
owed  a  true  explanation  of  both  to  you  when  I 
dared  to  declare  myself,  not  only  your  enthusiastic, 
admirer,  but  your  devoted  adorer. . 


"  Abhorring  flattery  as  much  as  1  detest  the 
smallest  concealment  of  facts  and  sentiments,  which 
sincerity  assures  me  it  requires  me  to  unfold  when 
I  would  lay  open  my  thoughts  and  whole  heart  to 
your  investigation,  I  feel  myself  culled  on  to 
acquaint  you,  that  ray  soul  never  received  a  tender 
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impression  until  your  angelic  qualities  taught  me 
the  sensation  of  love.     Before  I  beheld  you,  that 
sentiment  was  known  to  me  only  by  name.     I  had 
experienced   a   very  lively  admiration   of   female 
beauty,  my  heart  had  cherished  affection  so  tender 
for  one  object  of  the  most  animated  esteem,  that 
I  believed  time  and  an  intimate  intercourse  with 
her  in  the  observation  of  her  increasing  personal 
attractions  and   mental   perfections,    might    have 
nin  tared  to  fatal   maturity  a  passion  virtue  inter- 
dicted my  indulging,  although  a  father's  permission 
sanctioned  my  addresses.     The  voice  of  delicacy 
suggested  timidity ;  I  steeled  my  fancy  against  the 
emotions    of    tenderness ;    sentiments    of    ardent 
friendship  for  a  beloved  companion,  who  idolized 
the   maid  I  approved,  rendered  me  more  desirous 
of  his  felicity  than  of  my  own  gratification ;  and 
I   resolved,  nay  vowed,  to  relinquish  the  prize  to 
him.     As  the  human  mind  is  prone  to  arrogate 
merit  to  itself  on   the  slightest  grounds,  1  gave 
myself  some  credit  for  an  act  that  self-love  mag- 
nified greatly   in  believing  meritorious,  until  my 
vanity   was   checked  by  a  positive  conviction,  that 
the  sentiment  I  mistook  for  love,  was  no  more  than 
that    affection    sensibility   naturally   feels   for   an 
estimable  object,  whose  amiable  qualities  a  daily 
intimate  intercourse  developes  to  our  view. 
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H  Widely  different  are  the  sensations  the  first 
sight  of  you  inspired,  and  a  short  acquaintance  has 
cherished  into  a  passion,  that  can  never  end  while 
I  live ;  and  which,  interwoven  with  every  thought 
and  sentiment  of  my  soul,  seems  as  if,  like  its 
essence,  it  would  defy  death,  and  mount  to  eternity 
with  the  vital  spark  which  is  for  ever  to  exist. 
Pure  as  yourself,  whose  virtues  and  innocence 
gave  it  birth,  my  flame  is  spiritualized  as  ardent. 
Tell  me  then,  fair  object  of  my  chaste  affection, 
if  you  will  permit  me  to  approach  you  with  that 
tender  homage  my  heart  is  eager  to  offer  at  the 
shrine  of  your  perfections.  The  soft  expression 
of  angelic  benevolence  irradiating  from  your  eyes, 
glowing  in  your  cheeks,  playing  in  your  smiles, 
and  addressing  the  feelings  in  your  every  word  and 
gesture  in  the  language  of  sensibility,  assure  me 
your  bosom  is  its  throne.  Flattered  as  I  am  by 
the  polite  attentions  your  courtesy  pays  me  as  a 
visitor  and  friend,  1  dare  not  hope  I  meet  with 
higher  distinctions  from  you  than  esteem  and 
kindness  are  ready  to  allow  every  person  who, 
although  a  stranger,  would  be  received  with  tes- 
timonies of  urbanity,  because  his  being  a  native 
of  your  country  gave  him  claims  on  your  attention 
as  an  exile  in  a  foreign  land. 
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iS  My  presumption  would  endeavour  to  interest 
your  heart  on  tenderer  motives ;  1  would  dare  to 
be  ambitious  of  titles  to  your  regard  superior  to 
those  of  being  your  countryman,  acquaintance,  and 
friend  ;  I  would  be  that  enviable  being  whom  your 
highest  partiality  distinguished,  whom  your  ten- 
derest  affection  would  honour  by  permitting  him  to 
hope,  that  length  of  assiduities,  faithful  attach- 
ment, and  frequently  repeated  proofs  of  worth, 
might  induce  your  acceptance  of  his  vows  when 
his  situation  would  enable  him  to  place  you  in  one 
where  the  high  rank  of  a  soldier,  and  the  laurels 
his  love  would  inspire  him  to  win  in  the  fields  of 
fame,  might  render  him  not  beneath  your  notice  ; 
and  when  martial  glory  would  supersede  the 
necessity  of  wealth,  to  make  us  support  with 
economical  ease  that  elegant  independence  your 
charms  and  endowments  must  render  a  sphere  of 
distinguished  brilliance.  In  all  but  the  attain- 
ment of  your  regard  I  bound  my  wishes  to  mode- 
ration. 

a  Let  me  in  pity  speedily  learn  my  doom — 
a  gentle  encouragement  to  hope  your  favour  is  all 
my  short  acquaintance  and  casual  introduction, 
can  claim  from  your  kindest  indulgence  and  pru- 
dence ;  and  therefore  mine  will  not  venture  to  ask, 
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as  it  ought  not  to  demand,  a  higher  present  honour 
than  to  be  permitted  to  prove  myself 

M  Your  ever  devoted,  faithful  servant, 

u  Frederic  Wilmot." 


The  strong  and  mingled  emotions'  the  perusal  of 
this  address  excited  in  the  bosom  of  Rosaline  and 
Erina,  kept  both  for  some  moments  absorbed  in  a 
train  of  reflection  which  rendered  each  silent. 

Rosaline  saw  the  destruction  of  her  fancy-built 
fabric  of  hope  and  joy;  instead  of  Wilmot's 
felicity,  in  which  she  with  the  rest  of  his  friends 
would  have  participated,  her  fancy  drew  the  live- 
liest sketch  of  his  disappointment,  on  learning 
that  his  affections  were  placed  on  an  object,  who, 
instead  of  returning  them,  must  endeavour  to 
forget  him,  as  duty  dictated  that  task  to  both. 
As  the  necessity  that  imposed  this  obligation  passed 
in  review,  she  could  not  avoid  regretting,  that 
fate,  which  had  prevented  their  meeting  before 
she  had  entered  into  those  bonds  that  absolutely 
interdicted  their  thinking  of  each  other,  had  not 
still  kept  them  from  a  meeting  productive  of  in- 
finite pain  to  herself,  as  well  as  to  an  unfortunate 
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lover,  whose  situation  she  lamented  as  she  did  her 
own.  The  admiration  she  had  cherished  for  the 
character  of  Wilmot  before  her  connection  with 
de  Briangon,  and  which  had  in  a  great  measure 
tended  to  render  her  averse  from  forming  it, 
recurred  now  with  increased  force  when  a  personal 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  interesting  youth, 
whom  even  unkown  she  had  regarded,  brought  all 
the  perfections  he  possessed  to  her  view  in  a 
manner,  and  through  a  train  of  incidents  and  cir- 
cumstances, calculated  to  make  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  her  tenderest  feelings.  The  place  and 
moment  of  her  first  interview  with  him,  when  on 
the  wild  and  romantic  coast  of  Africa,  her  heart 
warmly  welcomed  him  on  shore  as  a  countryman ; 
their  subsequent  meeting  in  a  scene  where  every 
thing  tended  to  awaken  in  the  liveliest  manner  her 
interest  for  the  engaging  stranger ;  her  next  un- 
expected and  delightful  intercourse  with  him  as 
the  companion  of  a  charming  walk  through  em- 
bowering groves  overshadowed  by  the  twilight  of 
an  autumnal  evening,  when  her  bosom  expanded 
to  confidence  and  sentiment ;  his  repeated  visits ; 
his  assiduities  on  the  night  of  the  ball;  the  sketch 
he  made  that  evening,  which,  whilst  it  displayed 
his  taste,  marked  the  impression  his  heart  had 
received  ;  and  the  present  declaration  that  evinced 
it  in  the  most  flattering  manner,  throwing  a  new. 
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and  strong  light  on  well  remembered  looks  and 
expressions,  which  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence 
had  been  interpreted  as  demonstrations  of  a  grow- 
ing passion  for  Erina,  but  of  which  Rosaline  now 
unexpectedly  discovered  herself  to  be  the  object ; 
all  these  retrospections  united  with  full  force  to 
excite  a  powerful  interest  for  that  youth,  whom  her 
warm  fancy  had  long  innocently  represented  as  the 
only  being  on  earth  who  could  afford  her  that 
felicity  requisite  to  the  endurance  of  an  engage- 
ment for  life.  That  being  her  imagination  had 
decked  in  personal  attractions  equal  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  character,  now  proved  himself  to  be 
both  in  exterior  and  mind  superior,  if  possible, 
to  the  ideas  she  had  conceived ;  that  being,  sur- 
passing human  excellence  in  her  enthusiastic 
opinion,  had  selected  her  from  two  of  the  most 
lovely  and  engaging  of  her  sex  ;  he  had  preferred 
her  before  the  fascinatingly  charming  Seraphina^ 
the  superlatively  beautiful  Erina ;  ignoraHt  of  her 
rank  and  fortune,  the  soul  of  Wilmot  had  devoted 
itself  for  ever  to  her  with  that  degree  of  pure  yet 
ardent  love,  which  Rosaline  had  until  that  moment 
believed  too  refined  to  exist  in  the  human  breast, 
and  which  she  had  consequently  imagined  to  be  the 
fiction  of  romance.  "  Would  to  Heaven,"  she 
sighed,  "  I  could  still  think  my  ideas  of  mutual 
irresistible  attraction  nothing  but  an  illusive  dream 
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of  enthusiasm,  and  romantic  affection,  merely  a 
flight  of  poetic  fancy,  to  render  the  pages  of  a 
fictitious  tale  interesting  while  it  is  judged  im- 
probable ry 

Such  was  the  train  of  Rosaline's  silent  musings, 
whilst  Erina,  fixing  an  eye  of  penetrating  observa- 
tion on  the  expressive  countenance  of  her  distressed 
friend,  mutely  perused  the  perturbation  of  her 
mind  in  the  varying  colour  of  her  cheeks>  the 
humid  lustre  of  her  eyes,  the  dejection  plainly 
denoted  in  every  feature,  and  the  tremulous  motion 
of  her  heaving  bosom,  which,  in  tumultuous  palpita- 
tions, throbbed  the  agony  of  her  heart.  Tears  of 
sympathy  stealing  empearled  over  the  flush  of 
agitation  on  Erina's  cheeks,  dropped  in  silent  quick, 
succession  on  the  traces  of  Wilmot's  pen,  as  she 
continued  to  bend  over  the  lines  expressive  of  his 
sentiments  and  virtues.  From  the  repeated  strong 
evidences  of  his  sensibility,  and  the  acuteness  of 
her  own,  she  too  well  knew  the  agonizing  sensa- 
tions which  must  rend  his  soul  on  the  shock  of. 
learning,  that  virtue  forbid  his  passion  for  its  lovely 
object,  whom  religious  obligations  had  indissolubly 
bound  in  a  connection  with  another.  While  she 
wept  the  cruel  disappointment  of  a  youth  endeared 
to  her,  not  only  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
perfections,    but    also  from  innumerable   causes, 
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"which  must  excite  the  tenderest  interest  in  a  scul 
enthusiastically  warm  and  acutely  feeling  as  her's 
was  both  by  nature  and  education,  she  heaved  a 
deep  sigh  at  th3  rejection  of  Rosaline's  situation, 
which  the  whole  expression  of  her  countenance 
and  figure  eloquently  explained  to  the  keen  sensi- 
bility of  Erina.  The  late  confession  her  friend 
kad  made  of  the  strong  predilection  she  entertained 
in  Wilmot's  favour,  the  avowal  of  her  romantic 
notions  on  the  subject  of  matrimony,  which,  an 
idea  o^  the  impossibility  of  their  being  realized, 
had  decided  her  to  resolve  against  forming  a  con- 
nection that  must  end  in  disappointment  and  un- 
happiness;  the  animated  praises  Rosaline  had 
bestowed  on  the  youth,  even  when  she  was  a 
stranger  to  his  name;  and  the  evidently  violent 
emotion  occasioned  by  its  discovery  with  the  de 
claration  that  his  whole  soul  was  eternally  devoted 
to  her ;  all  these  retrospections  rendered  it  easy 
for  the  feeling  heart  of  Erina  to  divine  the  present 
state  of  the  gentle  Rosaline's.  Although  Erina's 
had  never  yet  received  a  tender  impression,  the 
energy  of  her  mind  represented  to  her  fancy  a 
lively  notion  of  enthusiastic  affection  for  an  object 
worthy  of  inspiring  it;  and  the  animated  interest 
she  felt  for  the  admirable  Wilmot,  and  amiable 
Rosaline,  rendered  Erina  keenly  sensible  to  their 
30r.ro ws,  that  must  be  the  inevitable  consequences 
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of  an  agonizing  disappointment  in  the  tenderest 
sentiment ;  a  disappointment  which  Erina  feared 
and  believed  would  infallibly  throw  a  deep  shade 
of  misery  over  the  life  of  each  to  its  latest  hour. 
A  sensation  of  anguish,  more  poignant,  if  pos- 
sible, than  that  she  imagined  ihey  must  feel,  tore 
her  heart  on  the  dreadful  reflection  of  having  been, 
with  her  brother,  the  joint  cause  of  Wilmot's  and 
Rosaline's  wretchedness.  f*  Alas  !"  sighed  Erina, 
absorbed  in  silent  and  almost  distracting  musing, 
"  the  amiable  Wilmot,  exiled  by  delicacy  of  feeling, 
by  the  enthusiatic  exaltation  of  his  friendship  for 
my  brother,  is  doomed  to  suffer  through  my  means 
more  than  banishment  from  his  home,  and  the 
beloved  ties  of  his  nearest  connection ;  more  than 
the  dangers  of  unfavourable  climates,  and  all  the 
direful  calamities  and  perils  of  war  on  the  plains 
of  Asia;  whose  vindictive  sons  inflict  on  their 
enemies,  whom  the  chance  of  battle  place  within 
their  power,  cruelties  equal  to  those  the  san- 
guinary tiger  makes  his  victims  feel !  Wilmot's 
regard  for  my  brother  subjects  the  nobly  geuerous 
youth  to  the  probability  of  those  risks,  and  the 
sufferings  which  Rosaline's  friendship  for  me  ex- 
poses him  to  endure,  till  the  last  moment  of  his 
existence.  Dreadful  indeed  is  the  fate  we  occasion, 
and  consequently  experience  !  Alas  !  my  unhappy 
brother,    thou,   like   thy   unfortunate   sister,    art 
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doomed  to  cause  the  misery  of  that  bosom  friend 
to  whom  innumerable  ties  of  obligation  and  affec- 
tion bind  thee !  Thou,  like  Erina,  art  destined  to 
be  the  despoiler  of  the  felicity  of  those  loved 
companions,  who  have  sacrificed  their  dearest 
interests  for  thy  advantage  and  happiness  !'' 

Such  were  the  melancholy  meditations  of  the 
afflicted  friend  of  Rosaline,  when  the  latter  thus 
addressed  her  in  a  voice  and  manner  wherein  the 
utmost  softness  of  sensibility  was  united  to  that 
strong  expression  of  fortitude,  which  a  well- 
regulated  mind  can  never  fail  to  obtain  by  the  aid 
and  support  of  religion ;  which,  in  every  mis- 
fortune, will  afford  resignation  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  heaviest  burthen  of  woe  ;  which  in  all  apparent 
evils  will  trust  in  Providence  for  ultimate  benefits 
resulting  from  them  to  ourselves  or  others ;  and 
which  will  ever  whisper  to  the  christian  soul,  that 
temporal  sorrow  bears  the  same  proportion  to 
everlasting  bliss,  as  an  instant  on  its  comparison 
with  the  duration  of  eternity  :  when  considered 
with  a  reference  to  each  other,  human  temporary 
affliction  borne  with  patient  submission,  is  as 
nothing  on  consideration  of  the  infinite  reward 
attending  it  in  an  immortal  state  of  beatitude. 
Impressed  with  this  consolatory  conviction,  the 
gentle  Rosaline,  sweetly  smiling  the  accustomed 
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serenity  of  her  mind,  which  the  surprise  of 
Wilmot's  touching  letter  for  some  moments  had 
disturbed,  but  which  the  energy  of  her  virtuous 
dispositions  enabled  her  regaining,  thus  spoke : 
"  As  prudence,  equally  with  propriety,  forbids 
my  replying  either  verbally  or  by  letter  to  an 
address,  I  should  lind  it  both  most  aukward  and 
distressing  to  answer  in  any  mode,  I  must  delegate 
to  your  delicacy,  feeling,  and  judgment,  a  task  I 
am  assured  your  friendship,  my  dear  Erina,  will 
not  refuse  me  the  favour  of  undertaking,  however 
painful  it  may  be  to  your  sensibility  to  wound  that 
of  a  person  you  highly  regard  for  a  variety  of 
reasons.  The  several  motives,  that  not  only 
authorize  your  esteem  for  Wihnot,  but  claim  it 
as  justly  due  to  him,  because  he  is  your  brother's 
bosom  friend,  must  render  him  so  interesting  to 
you,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  caution 
you  against  exciting  those  tender  sentiments  in 
Wilmot's  heart  it  will  be  your  duty  to  suppress. 
What  I  owe  myself,  and  the  author  of  this  address, 
interdicts  all  fanner  intercourse  of  any  kind  between 
us.  My  engagement  to  de  Briancon  render  it 
highly  indecorous  for  me  to  see  one  who  declared 
himself  my  lover,  although  his  entire  ignorance  of 
my  connection  justifies  him  of  impropriety,  or  an 
intention  of  insulting  me,  by  a  proposal  to  which* 
I  am  neither  at  liberty  to  listen  nor  reply  either. 
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directly  or  indirectly  :  for  this  renson  I  cannot 
hold  any  future  communication  with  Wilmot,  even 
through  the  channel  of  a  message  by  our  mutual 
friend ;  for  every  principle  would  condemn  my 
addressing  him  in  any  language,  since  that  of 
displeasure  would  be  unjust,  because  he  is  guiltless 
of  offence ;  the  voice  of  pity  would  be  not  only 
indelicate  for  me  to  use,  but  improper  for  him  to 
hear,  as  it  might  cherish  a  tenderness  it  is  his  duty 
and  mine  to  subdue.  To  your  judgment,  therefore, 
my  dear  Erina,  I  commit  the  office  of  acquainting 
Wilmot  with  my  situation,  that  interdicts  our  future 
association,  or  shortest  interview  ;  and  to  your  care 
1  also  consign  the  strict  concealment  of  this 
aukward  and  unfortunate  circumstance,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  every  person  whom  it  concerns,  we 
must  not  only  carefully  conceal,  but  endeavour  to 
bury  in  oblivion." 

This  commission  Erina  tacitly  assented  to  under- 
take and  perform  with  the  utmost  delicacy,  secrecy, 
and  friendship,  by  silently  kissing  the  cheek  of 
Rosaline  ;  who  immediately  changed  the  conversa- 
tion to  lively  subjects,  in  order  to  dispel  the 
melancholy  depicted  in  the  countenance  of  her 
friend,  and  dissipate  her  own  dejection ;  persuaded 
that  success  in  every  undertaking  will  be  exactly 
proportioned  to  exertion,    and  that  it  is  a  duty 
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owing  to  ourselves,  our  associates,  and  religion, 
to  endure  with  fortitude  the  painful  occurrences 
of  life,  intended  as  trials  of  virtue ;  and  persuaded, 
also,  that  grief  may  frequently  be  alleviated  by  an 
effort  to  appear  cheerful ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
an  indulgence  of  sorrow  will  increase  it.  Rosaline's 
endeavours  to  regain  her  usual  vivacity  proved  so 
successful,  that  Erina  became  more  tranquillized 
on  her  friend's  account,  while  the  appointed  in- 
terview with  Wilmot  was  anticipated  with  dread. 

Taking  her  seat  on  the  following  morning  at  the 
window  of  the  saloon,  she  waited  his  coming,  and  her 
heart  palpitated  on  seeing  him  approach  the  house. 
As  he  mounted  the  steps  under  the  window,  he 
looked  up  and  bowed  to  Erina,  who  w-elcorned 
him  with  a  soft  smile,  while  a  tear  of  pity  started 
to  her  eye  as  she  marked  the  strong  emotions  of 
mingled  hope  and  fear  evident  in  his  fine  coun- 
tenance :  her  high  esteem  for  his  noble  character, 
her  tender  compassion  for  his  situation,  would 
have  ensured  rnm  the  liveliest  sympathy  in  the  heart 
of  Erina,  even  had  he  been  a  stranger ;  the  touching 
remembrance  of  his  having  been  the  associate  in 
her  father's  dangers  and  glory,  and  that  the  \outh, 
who  had  been  the  favourite  companion  in  arms  of 
her  departed  parent,  had  received  his  last  sigh, 
watched  with  protecting  care  over  his  last  moments, 
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and  wept  over  his  grave  as  a  son,  endeared  him  to 
her  as  a  brother ;  while  the  recollection  of  his 
generous  friendship  for  her's,  and  the  interest  she 
felt  for  him  as  the  deeply  enamoured  and  un- 
fortunate lover  of  Rosaline,  increased  the  senti- 
ments of  attachment  to  Wilmot,  whom  she 
hastened  towards  the  entrance  of  the  saloon  to 
meet  with  a  salutation  of  sisterly  affection. 

The  youth  took  her  offered  hand,  and  bowed 
upon  it  in  silence,  while  Erina  accosted  him  by 
his  name,  and  telling  him  she  had  long  had  the 
honour  and  pleasure  of  knowing  him  in  Europe, 
introduced  herself  to  the  surprised  and  delighted 
Wilmot  under  the   interesting  title   of  O'Brien's 
sister.   This  unexpected,  and  apparently  fortunate, 
discovery  inspired  Wilmot  with  more  hope  of  being 
an  accepted  lover  than  he  had  ventured  to  flutter 
himself  likely  on  so  recent  an  acquaintance,  and 
such  an  introduction  to  the  unknown  object  of  his 
choice ;  he  felt  assured,  from  the  mode  of  Erina's 
address,  that  her  brother's  friendship  would  be  a 
powerful  recommendation,  not  only  to  her's,  but 
to  the  favour  o(  her  lovely  friend  ;  and  a  fluttering 
sensation  of  joy  irradiated  his  countenance  with  a 
smile  expressive  of  hope  and  happiness,  while  his 
varying  colour  painted  all   the   emotions  that  can 
assail  the  heart  of  an  ardent  timid  lover  waiting  in 
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fluctuating  dread,  and  alternate  pleasing  and  painful 
expectation,  the  sentence  on  which  hangs  in  anxious. 
suspense  the  happiness  or  misery  of  his  fate. 

As  Erina  marked  the  tumult  of  his  feelings,  she 
requested  him  to  take  a  seat  beside  her  on  the 
sofa,  which  he  did  while  with  an  easy  grace  he 
threw  aside  his  rich  plumed  bonnet,  and  modestly 
solicited  to  learn  the  name  of  her  charming  friend. 
On  hearing  that  she  had  the  rank  of  countess  in 
her  own  right  as  the  heiress  of  an  ancient  house  of 
illustrious  descent  from  the  throne  of  Scotland, 
and  bore  the  title  acquired  as  the  reward  and 
distinction  of  nava!  valour  by  ancestors,  whose  fame 
was  recorded  in  highest  commendation  in  the  annals 
of  British  glory  ;  W'ilmot  tinned  pale,  trembled, 
and  faltering,  told  Erina  he  had  been  even  more 
daringly  presumptuous  than  he  had  imagined  in 
addressing  her  friend.  "  The  appearance  and 
manners  of  Lady  Kinross,"  said  the  youth  deeply 
blushing,  "  carried  convincing  evidence  that  her 
birth,  education,  and  mind,  were  elevated  above 
my  pretensions,  though  I  had  no  suspicion  that 
an  exalted  title,  and  the  possession  of  wealth, 
placed  her  so  high,  and  superior  to  one  who  is 
only  arrived  at  the  rank  of  a  captain,  and  whose 
fortune  consists  only  in  an  elegant  dependance 
on  a  noble  and  generous  friend  and  patron,  with 
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the  expectation  of  rising  by  the  sword  to  a  genteel 
independance  in  an  honourable  profession  with  the 
acquisition  of  a  soldier's  highest  dignity  and  glory.'' 
— u  I  should  not  have  presumed/'  continued 
Wilmot  sighing,  "  to  have  offered  the  homage  of 
enthusiastic  admiration,  and  the  ardent  vows  of 
an  honest  heart  to  the  object  of  its  eternal  adora- 
tion, had   I   known  the  distance  rank  and  riches 

placed    Lady    Kinross    beyond  my  hopes." 

Wilmot  paused ;  Erina,  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  did 
not  interrupt  the  silence ;  her  evident  embarrass- 
ment disconcerted  the  timid  lover  still  more.  He 
endeavoured  to  speak  several  times,  but  agitation 
kept  him  mute ;  at  length,  in  a  low  voice,  he 
ventured  to  demand  if  his  fair  companion  had 
conferred  on  him  the  obligation  he  had  solicited, 
and  honoured  him  by  being  the  bearer  of  his 
address.  To  this  question  Erina  replied  by  an 
assenting  bow,  and  with  some  hesitation  Wilmot 
requested  to  know  if  she  were  the  messenger  of 
any  reply  to  his  letter. 

"  I  have  not  the  office  of  a  messenger  to  fulfil/' 
answered  Erina,  "  because  I  must  merely  be  the 
expositor  of  my  friend's  situation,  which  prevents 
the  necessity  of  her  answering  in  any  manner  the 
address  you  did  me  the  honour  of  intrusting  to  ray 
•care ;  that  circumstance  rendered  me  the  confidant 

vol.  m.  o 
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of  its  purport,  and  empowered  me  with  a  com- 
mission which  is  equally  aukward  to  me  to  execute, 
as  it  will  be  painful  to  your  feelings  to  learn."—— 
The  gentle  Erina  stopped,  and  trembled  as  she 
marked  the  increasing  agitation  of  Wilmot's  soul ; 
she  knew  its  sensibility,  and  wept  while  he  hastily 
rose  and  paced  the  saloon  with  steps  that  indicated 
his  perturbation  to  be  extreme.  After  traversing 
the  apartment  several  times,  he  approached  Erina, 
whose  soft  pity  extended  her  hand  to  the  com- 
miserated youth.  This  token  of  affectionate 
esteem  touched  his  warmly  feeling  heart;  the 
sister  of  his  friend  seemed  to  him  as  his  own,  and 
with  a  fraternal  sentiment  he  grasped  and  pressed 
Erina's  hands ;  their  respective  situation,  relative 
to  each  other  and  their  common  friends,  gave 
them  both  that  confidence  and  freedom  which  can 
scarcely  subsist  between  two  youthful  beings  of 
different  sex,  unless  there  be  a  mutual  under- 
standing that  assures  them  their  reciprocal  atten- 
tions in  the  demonstration  of  pure  friendship  can 
neither  originate  from,  nor  be  on  either  side, 
mistaken  for  a  more  ardent  sentiment.  With  such 
an  assurance  did  Wilmot  hold,  and  Erina  yield, 
the  hand  he  passionately  pressed,  while  she  thus 
addressed  him  as  he  stood  before  her.  u  Let  me 
entreat  you,  Captain  Wilmot,  to  summon  that 
fortitude  and  self-command  which  so  eminently 
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distinguish  your  character." She  paused — be 

bowed,  and  with  a  faint  smile,  strongly  indicative 
of  despair,  requested  her  to  proceed,  as  he  was 
prepared  for  the  worst.     u  Rejection,  displeasure, 
even  contempt,"  cried  Wilmot  in  a  deep  tone  of 
agony,  "  I  expect  to  meet  for  my  presumption." — 
u  It  would  be  impossible,"  said  Erina,  kindling 
to  a  deep  glow  as  she  spoke,  u  to  move  the  angelic 
soul  of  Rosaline  to   asperity ;  she  is  all  mildness, 
delicacy  of  sentiment,   and  benevolence  towards 
all  mankind ;  and  you,  who  are,  and  have  been  so 
long  an  object  of  her  esteem,  ought  not  to  judge 
her   so    harshly." The  gasping  Wilmot,    be- 
wildered by  all  he  had  heard,  coloured  crimson 
while  the  mild  beams  of  his  eyes  glistened  in  tears 
with  difficulty  repressed ;  "  Pardon,"  he  exclaimed 
interrupting    Erina;    "    Pardon,"    he    reiterated, 
"  my  impetuosity ;  I  am  sensible,  as  1  ought  to 
be,  from  lessons  of  experience,  that  the  bosom 
of  your  angelic  friend  is  the  throne  of  every  virtue  ; 
charity  shines  in  the  radiance  of  her  eyes ;  kindness 
and  refined  sensibility  mark  themselves  in  celestial 
expression  in  her  smiles;  and  the  tones  of  her 
voice  eloquently  declare  she  would  pity  rather  than 
condemn  an  offender ;  but  is  my  trespass  excusable 
in  her  mild  judgment?" 

A  ray  of  joyful  expectation  illumined  Wilmot's 
o  2 
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countenance,  and  made  Erina  feel  she  had  not 
guarded  sufficiently  against  raising  hopes  which 
must  be  destroyed ;  and  that  Rosaline  had  cautioned 
her  not  to  excite  by  a  look  or  word  calculated  to 
inspire  the  sensations  she  was  commissioned  to 
annihilate.  Whilst  pondering  on  the  most  delicate, 
mode  of  executing  her  office,  Wilmot's  eager  looks 
inquired  her  purpose ;  and  after  a  moment  of 
eloquent  silence,  he  resumed  his  seat  beside  her, 
and  demanded,  in  trembling  agitation,  what  she 
had  to  communicate  on  the  subject  of  his  anxious 
disquietude. 

Xl  I  have  the  painful  task  of  informing  you," 
said  Erina  in  a  soft  voice  of  gentle  condolence, 
"  that  Lady  Kinross  is  the  wife  of  the  Viscount  de 
Briangon." 

In  a  tone  of  surprise  and  agony,  Wilmot  re- 
peated the  sentence — he  clasped  his  hands,  and 
sat  for  some  instants  as  if  deprived  of  thought  or 
motion — a  death-like  paleness  spread  over  bis 
face — an  universal  tremour  agitated  his  frame — 
he  sighed — then  starting  from  the  sofa  he  struck 
his  forehead,  exclaiming, iC  adieu,  beloved  sister  of 
my  dearest  friend !  fate  no  sooner  has  introduced 
-us  to  each  other's  knowledge  than  her  cruel  sentence 
parts  us,  perhaps,  to  meet  no  more  \  honour  tells 
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me  I  must  never  again  behold  the  object  1  should 
transgress  virtue  in  seeing,  or  even  in  desiring  to 
see.  Farewel  then,  charming  companion  of  her 
whom  delicacy  tells  me  I  must  fly ;  whom  religion 
commands  me  to  forget." 

Staggering  towards  the  sofa,  "Wilmot  grasped 
the  kindly  offered  hand  of  Erina  ;  he  pressed  it  to 
bis  forehead  and  bosom  with  a  wild,  yet  respectful, 
energy.  An  the  pitying  girl  marked  the  expression 
of  fixed  despair  traced  in  the  fine  countenance  of 
the  interesting  youth,  an  impulse  of  compassion 
made  her  gently  press  her  hand  on  the  arm  of 
Wilmot,    while    she    entreated   him  to  calm  his 


"  Heaven,  1  trust,"  he  replied  with  energy, 
"  will  aid  me  with  fortitude  sufficient  to  submit 
with  resignation  to  the  trials  and  disappointments 
decreed  by  the  will  of  infinite  wisdom.  I  rejoice 
at  this  moment  more  than  ever  that  I  am  a  soldier ; 
if  I  have  no  object  to  live  for,  I  have  glorious 
ones  to  die  for ;  my  king,  my  country,  duty,  and 
fame !" 

A  spark  of  rekindling  animation  glanced  from 
his  eyes,  a  flush  of  enthusiasm  coloured  his  cheeks ; 
Erina  thought  of   the   approaching    dangers    he 
o  3 
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might  rashly  rush  forward  to  meet  in  the  field  of 
battle  against  the  restless  chiefs  of  Asia;  and 
shuddering  at  the  prospect  of  his  hapless,  perhaps, 
dreadful  fate,  she  wept  at  the  reflection,  that  she 
had  not  only  been  the  occasion  of  his  present 
misfortune,  which  might  urge  him  to  desperation 
and  destruction;  but  that  she  had  been  cruelly 
destined  to  strike  the  wound  she  anticipated  would 
be  fatal.  Perceiving  him  affected  by  her  tears, 
she  entreated  him  to  calm  his  agitation  for  the  sake 
of  his  friends;  reminding  him  that  the  most  un- 
happy can  never  be  destitute  of  consolation,  ike 
most  miserable  have  innumerable  comforts,  the 
■zcreichedest  beings  have  much  to  live  for.  All 
should,  therefore,  possess  contentment  even  in  the 
cruellest  disappointments,  since  the  tree  of  hope 
widely  spreading,  ever  springing  in  eternal 
verdure,  blooms  in  luxuriant  blossoms  to  human 
expectation;  overshadozcing  every  mortal,  while 
its  roots  strike  firm  on  earth,  its  brandies  shoot  to 
Heaven. 
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CHAP.  X, 


"  The  most  exquisite  enjoyment  in  this  world,  consists  in  making 
those  around  us  happy  ;  from  the  conviction  that  in  the  fulfilment 
of  social  obligations  we  are  performing  a  religious  duty,  and  that 
in  acts  of  kindness  we  can  best  imitate  Him  whose  life  ought  td 
regulate  ours  ;  and  who,  setting  us  the  brightest  example  of  bene- 
fieence,  taught  it  as  a  new  and  last  commandment,  as  the  test  of 
being  His  disciple,  and  thereby  proved  that  the  favourite  attribute 
of  divinity  was  to  dispense  happiness  in  blessing." 


w, 


ITH  a  placid  countenance,  expressive  of 
settled  sorrow,  Wilmot  listened  whilst  Erina 
endeavoured  to  console  him ;  and  pressing  her 
hand,  which  she  still  permitted  him  kindly  to 
hold,  a  faint  smile  of  gratitude  passed  over  his 
features,  and  sweetly  thanked  her  for  the  affec- 
tionate solicitude  her  voice  and  manner,  equally 
with  r  words  of  comfort,  conveyed  to  his  sus- 
ceptible so  1.  1  •  the  .oment  of  his  first  paroxysm 
of  disaA  poiutment  and  grief,  scarcely  sensible  of 
o  4 
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Ins  actions,  yet  strongly  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  flying  the  object  of  his  ardent  and  unfor- 
tunate passion,  he  had  snatched  up  his  bonnet, 
while  bidding  adieu  to  Erina,  with  an  intention  of 
instantly  quitting  the  house  she  inhabited  never  to 
return.  Tranquillized  into  his  usual  self-command 
and  presence  of  mind,  he  perceived  the  rudeness 
of  leaving  his  kind  consoler  thus  abruptly ;  he  felt 
the  amiable  sister  of  his  dearest  friend  claimed  his 
most  courteous  attentions,  not  only  from  the 
perfections  of  her  character,  but  in  return  for  the 
polite,  and  even  flattering,  regard  with  which  she 
had  distinguished  him  as  the  esteemed  companion 
of  her  brother.  On  all  these  accounts  Erina  was 
interesting  to  the  amiable  Wilmot,  added  to  which 
her  being  the  beloved  associate  of  the  charming 
Lady  Kinross,  endeared  that  lovely  girl  to  the 
acutely  feeling  heart  of  Rosalines  lover.  Restored 
now,  after  the  first  stunning  shock  of  agonizing 
disappointment,  to  a  clear  view  of  his  situation, 
he  experienced  a  necessity  for  the  consolation  a 
sympathizing  confidant  could  bestow.  An  exile 
from  his  home— -separated  from  every  friend — and 
banished  by  duty  from  the  presence  of  Lady 
Kinross  for  ever,  from  any  further  intercourse 
with  that  object  whose  society  had  become  not 
only  the  delight  of  his  existence,  but  apparently 
requisite  to  it,  the  unhappy  Wilmot  thought  him** 
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self  forlorn  indeed !  lie  was  in  despair  on  the- 
view  of  the  melancholy  prospect  surrounding  him ;; 
he  felt  himself,  as  it  were,  a  solitary  pilgrim 
journeying  in  sad  weariness  through  strange  desert 
regions,  to  foreign  unknown  wilds,  to  live  for 
tedious*  years  a  hermit  without  any  enjoyment  to- 
alleviate  the  sorrows,  cares,  vexations,  and  crosses 
of  life.  The  sister  of  O'Brien  might  have  supplied 
to  Wilmot  the  absence  of  that  highly  esteemed 
friend,  but  cruel  fate  denied  even  that  consolation 
to  the  griefs  of  the  unhappy  youth,  for  how  could 
he  associate  with  Erina  without  meeting  Lady 
Kinross  I  Even  supposing  her  delicacy  prevented 
her  allowing  him  a  short  sight  of  her  when  he 
visited  her  friend,  yet  the  view  of  de  Briangon, 
hev  happy  husband,  would  pierce  the  sensibility  of 
Wilmot  with  sharpest  daggers  of  torment.  He, 
felt,  therefore,  it  was  an  obligation,  comprehend- 
ing innumerable  indispensible  duties,  not  to  revisit. 
Erina.  Too  soon,  alas  !  he  should  be  compelled 
by  urgent  necessity  to  bid  her  adieu,  for  ever ! 
Understanding,  however,  on  inquiry,  that  he  might, 
enjoy  an  hour  of  her  company  without  interruption, 
lie  resumed  his  seat  beside  her  on  the  sofa.  In- 
dependent of  the  desire  he  had  to  evince  his  esteem 
for  the  sister  of  his  bosom  friend,  Wilmot  ex- 
perienced a  great  anxiety  to  learn  the  reason  of 
her  being  the  companion  of  the  travels  of  Lady, 
o  5 
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Kinross.  He  had  heard  the  casual  mention  of 
their  destination  to  India,  and  he  was  eager  to 
know  whether  they  were  to  visit  or  reside  in  the 
part  of  the  country  where  his  professional  duty 
called  and  stationed  him.  The  idea  that  they 
might  fix  their  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  his, 
excited  a  strong  emotion  of  mingled  pleasure  and 
pain ;  for,  although  he  would  have  experienced  a 
species  of  satisfaction  in  living  near  O'Brien's 
sister,  Wilmot's  mind  was  too  well  regulated  to 
admit  even  a  condemned  wish  of  being  thrown  by 
necessity  into  the  hazard  of  any  future  interview 
with  the  object  he  could  no  longer  behold  with 
innocence. 

In  reply  to  his  interrogations,  Erina's  candour 
compelled  her  to  a  brief  account  of  her  situation ; 
in  which  she  softened.,  as  much  as  possible,  many 
circumstances  the  der/cacy  of  her  sensibility  led 
her  to  imagine  would  too  forcibly  awaken  Wilmot's. 
With  filial  reverence  she  guarded  carefully  against 
impressing  him  with  the  slightest  notion  that  her 
mother,  or  friends,  were  answerable  for  the  sor- 
rows, sufferings,  and  risks,  which  bigotry  had 
inflicted :  the  nobly  generous  part  her  beloved 
Rosaline  had  acted  in  rescuing  her  from  misery  by 
the  sacrifice,  which  evinced  superlative  energy  of 
virtue  and  friendship,    Erina's  prompted  her  te 
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exprain.     In  the  performance,   however,    of  the 
office,  her  own  sincerity  and  justice  to  Rosaline, 
required  Erina's  refined  feelings,    prompting  her 
to  spare  those  of  Wilmot,  framed  a  relation  of 
events  on  the  foundation  of  strict  veracity,  without 
giving  to  them  that  force  of  colouring  her  enthu- 
siasm would  have  employed  in  the  narrative,  had 
she  not  carefully  avoided  exciting  the  sensibility  of 
her  auditor  not  to  wound  him  unnecessarily.    Not- 
withstanding the  pains  she  took  to  shun  affecting 
"Wilmot   by  her  story,  the  simple   relation  of  its 
incidents  displayed  so  much  sublimity  of  virtue 
and  sentiment,  both  in  Erina  and  Rosaline,  that 
Wilmot  was  deeply  touched  by  the  pathetic  tale ; 
which  proved  to  him  the  extent  of  his  misfortune 
in  being  obliged  to  relinquish  the  hopes  he  had  so 
lately  entertained,  that  the  only  woman  he  could 
ever  love  might  be  destined  for  him.     He  forbore, 
however,  to  trust  himself  with  the  mention  of  his 
feelings  on  a  subject  his  delicacy  felt  interdicted  ; 
he,  therefore,  merely  thanked  Erina  for  having  so 
obligingly  gratified  him  in  honouring  him  with  the 
account  of  herself  that  he  had  been  anxious  to 
karn ;  that  anxiety,  he  added,  had  not  proceeded 
from  impertinent  curiosity,    but  a  lively  interest 
for  the  sister  of  his  dearest  friend.     u  The  history 
with   which  you   have   favoured    me,"    continued 
Wilmot,    "    has    increased  that  interest  beyond 
o  Q 
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description,  I  have  been  deeply  affected  by  the 
relation  of  your  sufferings,  and  I  should  have 
considered  our  meeting  one  of  the  most  fortunate 
events  of  my  life,  had  it  not  subjected  me  to  the 
misfortune  of  committing  an  unlucky  mistake ; 
the  only  apology  that  can  be  made  for  it  arises 
from  the  supposition  I  entertained ,  that  your  friend, 
whom  you  mentioned  to  have,  for  some  time,  been 
your  companion  in  a  convent  at  Paris,  had  been 
placed  there  with  you  for  education  in  the  absence 
of  relations  who  had  probably  been  settled  in 
India,  whither  you  were  on  your  voyage  to  join 
them  under  the  care  of  the  lady  your  Parisian 
iriend.  The  extreme  youth  of  Lady  Kinross 
prevented  my  suspecting  she  had  formed  a  con- 
nection ;  which  I  might  have  been  apprised  of, 
had  I  understood  French  sufficiently  to  have 
mingled  in  general  conversation  when  in  your 
society/' 

u  Let  me  hope,  however,"  continued  Wilmot 
sighing,  "  that  I  stand  excused  in  your  opinion, 
and  perfectly  acquitted  in  the  judgment  of  Lady 
Kinross,  of  any  intention  to  ©ffend  in  an  address  I 
was  ignorant  of  making  to  a  person,  not  only  in 
rank  and  fortune  above  my  pretensions,  but  whom 
other  circumstances  forbid  my  desire  of  iiir- 
teresting." 
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(l  It  is  impossible,  as  it  would  be  unjust/* 
replied  Erina  with  ineffable  sweetness,  "  to  con- 
demn any  one  guiltless  of  the  least  intention  to 
offend.  I  must  justify  you,  and  Rosaline  cannot 
condemn  you/' 

"  This  persuasion,"  cried  Wilmot  with  emo- 
tion, "  will  enable  me  to  die  in  peace."  He 
paused,  sighed  deeply,  and,  crossing  his  arms, 
remained  a  moment  in  thoughtful  silence ;  then 
s-tarting,  he  looked  at  his  watch,  and,  telling  Erina 
he  must  depart,  sprang  from  his  seat  while  he 
respectfully  took  her  hand  and  snatched  up  his, 
bonnet.  Erina  kindly  articulated  a  farewel,  and 
wished  him  success  and  happiness.  As  she  spoke* 
the  blood  in  Wilmot's  perturbedly  beating  heart 
alternately  rushed  to  and  retired  from  his  face ;. 
the  haud  Erina  permitted  him  to  hold  felt  his 
tremble  and  turn  icy  cold;  she  would  have  ex- 
pressed a  wish  she  then  indulged,  that  fortune 
would  favour  them  with  a  future  more  joyful 
meeting,  but  an  inexplicable  sensation  and  emotion, 
kept  her  silent  while  a  tear  stole  down  her  cheek. 
Wilmot's  glistening  eyes  noticed  with  agitation  the 
drop  of  sympathy  stealing  down  Erina's  blooming 
cheek,  which,  had  he  dared,  he  would  have  kissed. 
As  the  friend  of  O'Brien,  however,  he  ventured, 
to  press  her  soft  yielding  hand  to  his  forehead;  and 
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bedew  it  with  a  tear,  kindred  to  that  which  at  the 
moment  fell  from  her  eyes. 

l<  Adieu !"  cried  Wilmot,  and  in  faltring  accents- 
ejaculated  a  second  farewel;  then  fervently  as- 
pirated a  benediction  while  he  pressed  her  hand, 
assuring  her  one  of  his  last  sighs  should  be  a  prayer 
for  her  felicity.. 

For  this  Erina  thanked  him  with  a  tearful  smile, 
like  a  faint  sun-beam  glancing  through  showers ; 
then  told  him  his  happiness  and  success  should 
often  be  the  subject  of  her  orisons.  At  that 
moment  a  sigh  of  despair  burst  from  the  agitated 
heart  of  Wilmot,  and  Erina  trembled  at  the 
expression  of  settled  dejection  that  glanced  from 
his  eyes ;  she  recollected  with  what  eagerness  he 
anticipated  the  fate  that  might  await  a  soldier, 
and  that  the  idea  of  dying  for  his  country,  his 
duty,  and  fame,  had  lighted  up  his  fine  counte- 
nance with  a  spark  of  enthusiasm,  which  evinced 
that  his  mind,  even  in  a  moment  of  cruellest 
disappointment,  was  alive  to  the  wish  of  glory 
that  might  divert  his  thoughts  from  unavailing 
sorrow  to  the  acquisition  of  peace  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  noble  profession ;  and  reverting  to  his 
mention  of  feeling  pleased  at  the  prospect  of 
expiring,  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  native  king- 
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do m  and  martial  honour,  Erina  told  him  to  be 
careful  of  his  life,  since  a  soldier's  duty  was  to 
live  the  guardian  of  his  natal  land  and  glory,  since 
his  life,  rather  than  his  death,  would  essentially 
serve  his  country  and  obtain  renown. 

Erina  spoke  with  the  spirit  of  a  soldier's 
daughter  and  a  soldier's  sister,  and  Wilmot  caught 
the  animating  spark  from  her  as  lie  remembered 
her  father  and  brother.  "  I  am  not  only  a 
soldier,"  he  replied,  "  but  I  am  also  a  christian ; 
I  boast  not  philosophy  but  religion;  I  do  not 
profess  insensibility  under  disappointments,  but  a 
hope  to  bear  them  with  resignation.  All  I  would 
die  for,  1  feel  it  equally  my  duty  to  live 
for.  Farewel !  may  Heaven  bless  and  preserve 
you,  beloved  sister  of  my  dearest  friend.  And 
may  you  speedily  be  restored  to  each  other  in 
perfect  felicity !  Virtue  forbids  my  lamenting  my 
banishment  from  those  I  love." 

Erina  thanked  him  by  returning  a  benediction 
equally  sincere,  and  comprehensive  of  the  happi- 
ness of  all  his  connections  with  the  best  blessings 
for  himself;  and  Wilmot,  assuring  her  the  felicity 
of  those  most  dear  to  him  must  constitute  his  own, 
bowed  profoundly  a  last  adieu  in  silence,  eloquently 
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expressive  of  the  regret  be  felt  in  leaving  her,  and 
departed  with  that  calm  dejection,wbich,markingits 
impression,  is  too  deep  to  be  soon  or  easily  effaced. 

On  rejoining  Rosaline,  traces  of  tears  on  her 
lovely  face  told  Erina  she  had  sympathized  in  the 
sorrow  she  had  occasioned  Wilmot.  The  same 
decorum  and  delicacy  which  deterred  Rosaline 
from  mentioning  him,  or  questioning  Erina  about 
the  commission  she  had  undertaken,  prevented  the 
latter  from  making  the  most  distant  allusion  to  any 
thing  that  had  passed  in  the  interview,  from  a- 
consideration  it  would  be  barbarous  to  remind  her 
friend  of  a  subject  it  was  equally  her  wish  and 
interest  to  forget,  at  least  to  cease  reflecting  upon. 

The  surprise  occasioned,  and  expressed  fre- 
quently by  Madame  d'Evreul,  the  count,  and 
especially  by  de  Briancon,  on  the  cessation  of 
"Wilmot's  visits,  became  embarrassing  to  Rosaline 
and  Erina,  as  it  was  alike  impossible  for  them  to 
explain  the  cause,  or  feign  astonishment  they  did  not 
feel.  From  this  aukward  situation  the  two  friends 
were,  however,  in  a  few  days  relieved,  by  learning 
from  the  viscount,  that  their  "  English  beau"  a* 
he  called  Wilmot,  had  set  out  on  a  journey  into 
the  interior  of  the  settlement.  "  He  must  be  a, 
singular  young  man/'  remarked  de  Briangon,  "  to 
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prefer  travelling  to  see  the  Hottentots  to  enjoying 
the  society  of  his  beautiful  countrywomen." — 
if  Assuredly,  if  all  Englishmen  be  of  the  same 
savage  disposition/'  cried  the  viscount,  "  they 
must  be  a  nation  of  brutes.  As  for  the  ladies., 
they  are  angels  I" 

A  bow  to  Erina  and  Rosaline  directed  the 
compliment  of  their  sex  to  them.  His  constant 
gallant  attention  to  Lady  Kinross,  the  complacency 
with  which  it  was  received  by  her,  and  the  esteem 
she  continually  expressed  for  him,  made  Erina 
regard  him  sincerely,  and  daily  increased  her  belief 
that  Rosaline  was  not  unhappy. 

Wil  mot's  departure  from  Cape  Town,  which 
de  Briancon  learned  from  the  Highland  officers, 
permitted  Rosaline's  accepting,  without  restraint, 
the  invitations  to  convivial  meetings  which  were 
made  in  return  for  the  compliment  of  her  ball ; 
and  in  a  succession  of  engagements,  the  time  of 
their  stay  at  the  Cape  passed  in  pleasing  variety, 
without  any  incident  that  rendered  it  interesting, 
except  an  occasional  interview  with  Wilmot's 
brother  officers,  who  spoke  his  praises  with  an 
enthusiasm  that  gave  Rosaline  and  Erina  a  favour- 
able impression  of  their  characters. 
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The  time  of  leaving  the  Cape  at  length  arrived  ; 
and  with  mingled  emotions  of  pleasure  and  pain, 
the  fair  friends  retraveiled  the  road  to  Table  Bay, 
while  every  step  of  their  journey  thither,  and 
their  stay  for  a  night  at  that  place,  recalled  in  the 
liveliest  manner  to  the  thoughts  of  Rosaline  and 
Erina  their  meeting  with  Wilmot,  and  its  con- 
sequences. 

In  a  bleak  evening,  that  denoted  the  approach 
of  winter  in  those  regions,  the  vessel  left  the 
harbour  to  meet  the  blustering  gales  that  disturb 
at  that  season  the  waves  which  wash  the  African 
promontory.  As  the  labouring  ship  rode  the 
foaming  billows,  their  hollow  roar  was  mingled 
with  the  howling  blasts,  while  heavy  clouds,  borne 
on  the  rude  tempest's  wing,  were  condensed  in 
black  vapour  upon  the  Table  Mountain  and  the 
Tocky  chain  of  rugged  steeps,  whose  spiry  summits 
left  their  barren  crags  above  the  mists  which  roll 
along  their  sides. 

As  Rosaline  and  Erina  passed  the  English  vessel, 
now  preparing  for  the  re-embarkment  of  the 
Highlanders,  a  sigh  rose  in  their  bosom  to  the 
remembrance  of  Britain  and  their  friends  in 
Europe,  and  a  tear  to  the  recollection  of  the 
amiable  and  unhappy  Wilmot,  exiled  from  every 
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comfort  of  his  home,  beloved  connections,  and 
friendship,  stole  in  silence  down  the  cheeks  of  the 
fair  mourners.  They  had  learned  that  the  in- 
teresting youth's  destination  in  India  was  Bengal, 
where  they  were  to  be  stationed ;  and  circumstanced 
as  they  were,  they  did  not  regret  their  residence 
would  be  far  distant  from  his,  and  their  chance  of 
meeting  very  improbable,  as  the  French  and 
English  settlements  have  not  much  inter-communi- 
cution. 

It  was  now  about  the  middle  of  June,  when  in 
those  regions  the  winter  solstice  approaching 
frowns  a  gloom  around.  The  weather  was  un- 
commonly tempestuous,  and  as  the  squall  increased, 
and  the  sea  ran  mountains  high,  the  dead  lights 
were  put  up;  and  the  discomforts  above  stairs, 
when,  tossed  by  the  billows,  the  vessel  shipped 
oceans  on  board,  which  deluged  not  only  the  deck* 
but  the  cuddy  and  round-house,  confined  the  ladies 
to  their  cabins.  Here  a  scene  less  confused,  but 
more  gloomy,  if  possible,  displayed  all  the  horrors 
of  a  voyage  in  boisterous  winds  and  swelling  waves. 
The  violent  rolling  of  the  ship,  while  the  rough 
overwhelming  ocean  dashed  with  sudden  and 
reiterated  fury  against  the  vessels  sides,  and  made 
each  plank,  of  which  the  bark  was  formed,  tremble 
and  crack  as  if  rent  in  atoms  by  the  repeated 
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shocks  of  the  roaring  waves ;  the  busy  trampling 
of  the  mariners  above,  while  their  hoarse  voices, 
contending  with  the  storm,  mingled  in  discordant 
vociferations  with  the  howling  winds,  and  deep 
hollow  bellowings  of  the  boiling  surges  all  around  ; 
the  exclusion  of  the  light  of  day,  one  dun  ray  of 
which,  peeping  through  a  small  hole  in  each  of 
the  barricaded  windows,  shewed  the  gloom  of  the 
wintry  sky  while  it  rendered  the  flame  of  a  solitary 
pendant  lanthorn,  pale  and  faded  its  feeble  gleam, 
compleated  the  dreariness  of  Rosaline's  cabin. 
Here,  while  the  tempest  raged  in  greatest  fury, 
Madame  d'Evreul,  Erina,  and  de  Briangon,  as- 
sembled to  cheer  each  other  in  a  situation  of  such 
compleat  discomfort,  as  admitted  not  the  possibility 
of  any  occupation  to  fill  the  tediousness  of  a 
weary  week ;  during  the  course  of  that  time,  at 
his  earnest  solicitation,  the  Count  de  l'Armencour 
was  occasionally  admitted  as  a  visitor.  Although 
a  lively,  polite,  agreeable,  and  accomplished  man 
of  fashion,  he  was  not  a  favourite  either  of  Rosaline 
or  Erina ;  who  soon  discovered  that  his  talents 
were  more  dazzling  than  valuable.  To  brilliancy 
of  wit  he  added  libertine  principles ;  to  a  clever 
display  of  general  knowledge,  he  united  a  free 
avowal  of  atheism  ;  of  his  handsome  figure  he 
was  intolerably  vain;  of  his  acquirements  still 
more'  conceited:    his   elegance  was  affectation^ 
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^sroud  and  overbearing  to  his  inferiors  in  rank,  he 
was  fawningly  courteous  to  those  he  thought 
superior  to  him  in  dignity ;  to  be .  envied  by  the 
men  of  the  beau  monde,  and  courted  by  the 
smiles  of  female  consequence,  was  his*  first  ambi- 
tion. 

The  title,  the  fortune,  and  the  beauty  of  Lady 
Kinross,  would  have  attracted  the  obsequious 
attentions  of  the  count,  had  not  the  refined  purity 
of  her  soul  made  her  treat  him  with  that  reserve 
which  plainly  evinced  he  was  despised  rather  than 
admired  by  her ;  the  chilling  distance  of  her 
manner  to  him  proved  she  was  not  to  be  approached 
with  impertinent  gallantry,  and  that  her  virtue 
would  have  been  a  sufficient  guard  of  her  inno- 
cence, even  had  the  protection  of  de  Briangon 
been  less  careful  that  no  word  or  look  should 
offend  her  delicacy.  The  volatile  viscount  united 
in  his  behaviour,  frankness  and  decorum  ;  and  paid 
Rosaline  the  assiduities  of  a  lover,  with  the  esteem 
of  a  friend,  and  the  care  of  a  husband.  To 
Erina  he  shewed  fraternal  regard ;  and  the  self- 
sufficient  count  soon  found  that,  although  the 
superior  officer  of  de  Briancon,  he  dared  not 
imagine  even  a  liberty  with  the  youthful  beauties 
binder  the  viscount's  protection. 
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Convinced  of  this,  de  l'Armencour,  who  fouud 
it  impossible  to  resist  his  inclination  for  intrigue 
and  the  habit  of  gallantry,  offered  his  devoirs  to 
Madame  d'Evreul:  he  incensed  her  vanity  with 
flattery,  paid  her  unremitted  assiduities  without 
real  admiration,  professed  passion,  without  the 
least  sentiment  of  tenderness,  merely  to  amuse 
himself,  and  fill  up  the  tedious  leisure  of  the 
voyage,  was  listened  to  from  coquetry,  and  would 
have  destroyed  the  virtue,  and  ruined  the  reputa- 
tion, of  Madame  d'Evreul,  had  not  Rosaline's 
interposed  to  save  the  principles  and  fame  which 
a  dangerous  propensity  to  vanity  would  have  made 
its  victims. 

The  penetration  of  Lady  Kinross  developed 
compleatly  the  character  and  designs  of  the  count, 
and  those  of  Madame  d'Evreul ;  and  watched 
over  her  as  a  guardian  angel  to  apprize  her  of  the 
dangers  of  her  situation.  Education  had  done  but 
little  for  Madame  d'Evreul,  sweetness  of  temper, 
some  share  of  personal  attractions,  and  extreme 
vivacity,  with  an  extraordinary  love  of  adulation, 
exposed  her  to  infinite  peril  in  the  society  of  a 
man  like  de  l'Armencour,  who  had  art  to  seduce 
women  of  superior  understanding.  She  had, 
however,  sufficient  sense  to  conduct  herself  by 
Rosaline's  advice,  and  avoid  the  snares  set  for  her 
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vanity  by  the  count;  for  vanity,  her  ruling  passion, 
made  her  emulous  of  that  delicacy  and  propriety 
she  saw  so  admirable  in  the  two  English  beauties. 
There  is  an  indescribable  charm  in  modest  reserve, 
and  chaste  decorum,  which  influence  even  those 
to  admire  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  possess 
those  engaging  qualities ;  an  abandoned  female 
cannot  avoid  reverencing  a  virtuous  woman,  and 
the  greatest  libertine  will  respect  her  even  when 
she  disappoints  his  designs.  Such  is  the  homage 
vice  pays  to  virtue. 

The  predominant  inclination  of  de  l'Armencour 
was  to  intrigue  with  married  women;  notwith- 
standing he  admired  Erina  infinitely,  he  had  paid 
her  less  attention  than  any  man  who  had  ever  been 
in  her  company ;  his  assiduities  to  Madame  d'Evreul 
bad  for  some  time  compleatly  absorbed  him ;  but 
when,  from  the  influence  of  Rosaline's  representa- 
tions to  her,  she  had  rejected  his  advances  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  convince  him  his  plan  of  seduction 
would  fail,  he  resolved  to  avenge  himself  com- 
pleatly on  the  only  woman  who  had  ever  dared  to 
withstand  his  solicitations ;  and  he  imagined  no- 
thing would  so  effectually  mortify  the  vanity  of 
M;.dame  d'Evreul, as  to  offer  the  homage, of  which 
she  had  beei;  the  object,  to  Erina.  The  indifference^ 
with  vthich  she  received  his  attentions  wounded  his 
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pride ;  and  it  was  so  much  hurt  as  to  make  him 
resolve  on  success.  He  had  learned  that  she  was 
of  high  birth,  was  deeply  impressed  with  admira- 
tion of  her  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and 
determined  to  obtain  her  because  she  would  add  to 
his  iigure  and  consequence,  as  she  was  adored 
-and  followed  wherever  she  was  seen.  As  his  rank 
and  fortune  gave  him  great  pretensions,  he  had 
obtained  the  permission  of  de  Briangon  to  en- 
deavour to  insinuate  himself  into  the  favour  of  his 
belle  protegee,  as  the  viscount  called  Erina ;  for 
de*  Briangon  was  well  assured  the  count  would 
never  succeed  in  his  attempt  to  gain  the  affections 
of  a  sensible  girl,  who  knew  his  character  too  well 
to  regard  or  throw  herself  away  upon  him ;  and 
the  viscount  was  malicious  enough  to  wish  for  an 
opportunity  of  humbling  the  arrogance,  and  mortify- 
ing the  vanity  of  a  man  who  had  always  piqued 
Jhimself  on  being  an  universal  favourite  of  the 
ladies,  and  an  irresistible  lover  wherever  he  pro- 
fessed himself  an  admirer.  The  terms  on  which 
he  was  with  de  Briancon  as  his  superior  officer  in 
the  same  regiment,  made  it  requisite  for  the  vis- 
count, and  the  ladies  of  his  family,  to  behave 
politely  to  de  1'Armenoour  as  long  as  he  conducted 
himself  with  propriety ;  which  he  invariably  did, 
at  first  from  considerations  of  prudence,  knowing 
the  high  spirit  of  de  Brian gon,  and  now  from 
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motives  of  policy  as  he  had  a  favourite  point  to 
carry  in  making  himself  agreeable  to  Lady  Kinross 
while  he  endeavoured  to  engage  Erina. 

Thus  situated  with  his  fellow  passengers,  the 
count  obtained  leave  to  pay  a  daily  morning  visit 
with  the  viscount  to  the  ladies  in  their  cabin,  and 
join  their  evening  party  there,  while  the  violent 
weather  off  the  Cape  prevented  the  company 
assembling  as  usual  in  the  round-house.  During 
this  confinement  they  found  it  impossible  to  amuse 
themselves  with  any  employment,  as  the  rolling 
and  heeling  of  the  ship  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  attend  to  any  thing  except  to  guard  themselves 
from  falling  or  receiving  injury  from  whatever  was 
tossed  about  the  cabin  in  the  general  confusion ; 
the  furniture  had  been  secured  by  lashing,  yet  as 
many  articles  could  not  be  fastened,  and  the 
motion  of  the  vessel  was  sometimes  sudden,  the 
occasional  tumble  of  some  of  the  company,  with 
other  things,  often  created  a  scene  so  truly  ludi- 
crous, especially  at  the  hours  of  repast,  that  it 
caused  a  good  deal  of  merriment.  Sometimes 
the  gentlemen  entertained  the  ladies  by  reading 
aloud  in  the  evenings ;  and  as  they  always  brought 
intelligence  from  deck  that  the  ship  was  in  no 
danger,  the  time  passed  less  unpleasantly  than 
could  have  been  imagined. 

vol.  til.  P 
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The  weather,  at  length,  clearing  up,  allowed 
the  passengers  to  assemble  at  the  captain's  table. 
And  as  the  vessel,  after  doubling  the  Cape,  once 
more  approached  the  tropical  climates,  Rosaline 
and  Erina  daily  resumed  their  accustomed  seat  in 
the  stern-gallery,  and  their  usual  walk  upon  deck. 
When  they  came  into  the  latitudes  of  the  torrid 
zone,  the  ship,  frequently  becalmed,  floated  mo* 
tionless  on  the  placid  deep.  Often  as  the  two 
friends  hung  over  the  tranquil  expanse  of  waters,  a 
sigh  rose  to  the  memory  of  past  times.  They 
experienced  no  regret  at  the  delay  of  their  course  ; 
for  neither  Rosaline  nor  Erina  felt  any  attraction  to 
the  eastern  shores  :  happy  in  each  other  they  were 
contented  in  their  situation  ;  occupied  in  the  duties 
of  religion,  the  offices  of  friendship,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  social  intercourse,  in  the  cultivation  of 
their  mind,  arid  pleased  with  the  pursuit  of  their 
elegant  accomplishments,  the  soul  of  the  gentle 
Lady  Kinross  and  the  amiable  Erina,  like  the 
unruffled  bosom  of  the  sea  under  the  equator, 
remained  unagitated  by  any  passion.  Wilmot, 
although  never  mentioned  by  either,  was  remem- 
bered by  both.  Erina  daily  thought  of  him  with 
that  regard  she  cherished  for  her  brother,  with 
whose  idea  that  of  his  friend  was  inseparably 
united.  Rosaline  frequently  dwelt  on  the  recollec- 
tion of  Wilmot  with  a  fancy  so  sublimed  by  the 
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reflection  of  his  virtues,  that  even  her  own  delicacy 
felt  no  self-condemnation  for  cherishing  his  re- 
membrance. Her  increasing  esteem  for  de  Brian  - 
c;on,  which  her  gratitude  paid  as  a  tribute  due  foj 
his  assiduous  attentions,  made  her  believe  she 
should  commit  an  injustice  in  regretting  her  con- 
nection with  him ;  incapable  of  doing  what  her 
virtue  would  have  condemned,  she  considered  it 
incumbent  on  her,  not  only  to  be  perfectly  con- 
tented, but  happy  in  the  situation  she  had  chosen 
to  enter  into ;  far,  therefore,  from  lamenting  the 
bonds  she  had  formed,  she  each  day  became  more 
reconciled  to  the  engagement  she  had  made  with 
de  Briangon  ;  every  day  his  character  rose  in  her 
opinion  ;  and  she  had  hourly  cause  to  bless  that 
connection  which  had  not  only  rescued  her  dearest 
friend  from  a  life  of  misery,  but  which  afforded 
them  the  happiness  of  each  other's  society.  Erina's 
smiles  became  the  felicity  of  Rosaline,  and  the 
pleasure  she  evinced  inspired  Erina  with  joy^; 
while  both,  blessed  in  continual  interchange  of 
those  offices,  which  friendship  delights  in  paying 
and  receiving,  experienced  that  the  most  exquisite 
enjoyment  in  this  world  consists  in  making  those 
around  us  happy ;  from  the  conviction  that  in 
the  fulfilment  of  social  obligations  we  are  perform- 
ing a  religious  duty,  and  that  in  acts  of  kindness 
me  can  best  imitate  Him,  whose  life  ought  to 
Y  2 
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regulate  ours;  and  zcho,  setting  us  the  brightest 
example  of  beneficence,  taught  it  as  a  new  and 
last  commandment,  as  the  test  of  being  His 
disciple,  and  thereby  proved  that  the  favourite 
attribute  of  divinity  zcas  to  dispense  happiness  in 
blessing. 
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•'  Knowledge  is  often  attained  without  any  real  wisdom ;  which 
is  only  possessed  by  those  whose  intellectual  faculties  expand 
without  the  despicable  arrogance  of  self-sufuciency  in  sense,  and 
by  those  whose  information,  founded  on  principles  of  true  reason, 
teach  it  that  its  best  powers  are  incapable  of  learning  much,  that 
all  it  can  therefore  require  is  little  in  comparison  of  that  which 
it  must  remain  ignorant  of  in  this  world  ;  where  man's  best  know- 
ledge is  a  thorough  acqua'ntance  with  himself,  in  order  to  guide 
him  to  virtue  and  true  happiness  in  this  sublunary  state  of  trial, 
and  thus  lead  him  to  eternal  felicity  in  the  regions  of  immortality." 


J^\FTER  a  very  tedious  passage  from  the  Cape, 
they  reached  the  bay  of  Bengal,  and  at  length 
the  vessel  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Iloogley ;  which,  flowing  from  the  Ganges  to 
discharge  a  portion  of  its  copious  stream  into 
the  sea,  is  sometimes  termed  by  its  name,  as  its 
most  western  branch.  Here  the  viscount,  with 
liosaline,  Erina,  Madame  d'Evreul,  and  the 
p  3 
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count,  left  the  ship  to  go  up  the  river  in  a  sloop. 
As  they  proceeded  to  the  French  settlement  of 
Chandenagore  they  were  charmed  by  the  views 
which  the  banks  of  the  Hoogley  presented.  The 
rainy  season  was  breaking  up,  and  the  rich  ver- 
dure of  the  country  made  it  appear  a  paradise. 
The  wide  expanse  of  the  stream  wound  its  way 
to  wash  extensive  forests  that  hung  in  luxuriance 
over  the  brink  of  the  water.  These  woods  va- 
riegated by  trees  peculiar  to  the  country,  presented 
a  .scene  of  perfect  novelty,  as  well  as  exquisite 
beauty  to  the  observant  Rosaline  and  Erina.  In 
some  places  the  groves  appeared  impenetrable,  as 
thick  untie] wood,  entangled  in  wild  vegetation, 
spread  an  embowering  shade  under  die  umbra- 
geous foil  age  of  the  forest.  Sometimes,  in  its 
shadowy  glades,  the  eye  was  led  to  the  rural 
huts  of  the  natives,  who  were  seen  busied  in  their 
rustic  works,  cr  seated  in  repose  under  the  wide- 
spreading  bananian  tree  ;  the  rough  gigantic  trunk 
of  which,  with  its  pendant  branches,  taking  root 
around  its  parent  stem,  and  forming  arches,  en- 
wreathed  with  its  dark  green  shining  leaves,  and 
loaded  with  its  scarlet  glossy  berries,  presented  a 
beautiful  contrast  to  the  tail  slender  bolts  of  the 
cocoa-nut,  palmeto,  date,  and  areca  trees ;  whose 
waving  tops  sheltered  the  low,  broad  satin-leaved 
plantain.     In    some   spots   a  hindoo  pagoda,  or 
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temple,    or  a  mahometan    mosque,    evinced  the 
surrounding  groves  to  be  consecrated  to  the  gentoo 
and   moorish  worship.     \n  other  places,  a  palace 
of  asiatic  architecture  extended  its  light  and  fan- 
tastic arcades  to   the  edge  of  the  river,  on  whose 
glitteringly  effulgent  bosom,  superb    budge  rows, 
as   the   eastern   barges  are  denominated,    moved 
along    to  the    song    of    the    rowers,  while   other 
barks  floated  motionless  on  the  stream   as   their 
crews  sat  indolently  smoaking  or  preparing  their 
repast.      After  a   succession   of   varied  views  of 
woods,    villages,    open    country,    the     buildings 
erected  for  the  residence  of  the  natives,  the   gar- 
den-houses,  or  villas  of  the  european   inhabitants, 
some  of  which  rose  in  grecian  architecture,  while 
others,    under  the  appellation   of   bungalos,  dis- 
played   the    rusticity    of    thatched   cottages,    the 
town  of  Calcutta,  with  its  fortifications,  came  in 
view.      A    succession    of    prospects,    similar   to 
those  already  described,  delighted   the  passengers 
as  they  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Chandenagore, 
where  they  anived  in  perfect  health  and  excel- 
lent spirits. 

According  to    the  hospitable  manners  of  the 

East  the  party  were    invited   to   a  private  house, 

and  entertained  with  the   most   friendly   courtesy, 

until  they  had  provided  themselves  with  a  habitu- 

p  4 
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tion.  Immediately  on  their  arrival  being  an- 
nounced all  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  set- 
tlement flocked  in  crowds  to  compliment  the 
strangers  with  a  visit  of  welcome.  These  visits 
were  returned  in  form  ;  and  innumerable  invitations 
followed  ;  which  rendered  the  first  weeks  of  their 
abode  at  Chandenagore  a  scene  of  extreme  dissi- 
pation, in  which  novelty  was  combined  with 
amusement.  The  stile  of  the  houses,  the  man- 
ner of  living,  the  mode  of  dressing,  the  appear- 
snee  of  the  country,  and  the  various  languages  of 
the  natives,  excited,  in  the  feeling  hearts  of  Ro- 
saline and  Erina,  sensations  of  mingled  pain  and 
pleasure  ;  for  while  they  were  pleased  with  every- 
thing, because  it  was  perfectly  new  to  them,  the 
novelty  of  all  around  them  reminded  them  conti- 
nually of  their  distance  from  scenes  and  friends 
endeared  to  ther  tenderest  affections.  Sometimes 
a  si"h  and  an  occasional  starting  tear  marked  that 
their  sensibility  paid  a  constant  tribute  of  remem- 
brance to  the  loved  ties  of  their  native  home,  and 
the  connections  of  their  early  years ;  but  the  elas- 
ticity of  their  natural  vivacity  in  general  supplied 
that  high  flow  of  spirits  which  distinguishes  youth 
as  a  season  of  gaiety. 

The  elevated  rank  of  Lady  Kinross,    both  as 
an  English  countess,  and  as  the  wife  of  the   Vis- 
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count  de  Briancon,  her  fortune,  and,  above  all, 
her  personal  charms,  her  accomplishments,  and 
suavity  of  manners,  procured  her  the  homage  of 
the  settlement ;  and  she  was  considered  as  the 
queen  of  fashion  and  beauty  at  Chandenagore. 
Her  lovely  charge,  Erina,  shared  the  attention 
and  admiration  paid  to  Rosaline,  and  was  stiled 
and  worshipped  as  the  deity  of  celestial  graces. 
.Madame  eTEvreul  also,  as  a  pretty  woman  newly 
arrived,  received  the  politest  attentions,  and  would 
have  been  more  admired  had  she  not  been  seen 
and  compared  with  beauty  almost  beyond  the 
standard  of  human  perfection. 

As  soon  as  the  first  bustle  attendant  on  their 
arrival  was  over,  the  viscount  hired  a  handsome 
villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Hoogley,  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Chandenagore,  as  Rosaline  and  Erina 
preferred  the  airy  rural  situation  of  a  country 
house  to  a  residence  in  the  town,  especially  as  the 
finest  season  of  the  year  was  now  advancing.  In* 
those  regions  where  the  rigours  of  winter  are 
unknown,  where  a  quick  succession  of  foliage, 
blossoms,  fruits,  and  flowers,  unites  all  the  beau- 
ties and  pleasures  of  spring,  summer,  and  au- 
tumn, in  every  month,  from  October  till  the  sun: 
on  the  following  summer  solstice  beams  heat  in- 
tense,  and  the  rains  commence,  the  solar  rays  uu- 
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obscured  by  a  single  cloud,  except  in  an  occa- 
sional storm  during  the  season  of  the  north-westers* 
or  tempests  of  thunder,  lightning,  wind  and  rain, 
shine  with  effulgent  brightness  ;  and  nature  smiles 
in  perpetual  verdure. 

The  house  de  Briancon  chose  for  the  residence 
of  his  lady  and  her  friend  was  a  spacious  dwelling, 
which  spread  its  arcades  to   the  beautiful  view  of 
the  Hoogley.     A  wide  verdant  avenue  of  magni- 
ficent trees,    shooting  their  branches   to    form  a 
pleasant  shade,  led  from  a  colonnade,  or  varando, 
as  it  is  called   in   that  country,  to  a  terrace  over- 
looking the  river  ;  the  silver   steram  of  which  was 
seen  from  every  apartmentxin  the  house,  and  gave 
an  idea  of  refreshing  coolness  in  the  hottest  wea- 
ther.     The  arcade  entrance,   which  reached   en- 
tirely across  the  edifice,  led  through   three  arches 
hi  to  a  room  for  dining  ;  adjoining  it  was  the  saloon, 
and  on  each  side  of  it  was  a  bed-chamber,  with 
two    dressing-rooms.       The   front   of   the   house 
opened  by  another  varando,  or  colonnade,  into  a 
garden,  where  orange  trees   added  their  delightful 
fragrance  to  that  of  innumerable  other  blossoming 
odoriferous  shrubs,  and   a  profusion  of  sweetest 
scented  flowers  ;  amongst  which  the  rose,  in  de- 
licately blooming  tints,  and  the  tuberose,  in  lily- 
whiteness,  contrasted  admirably  with  the  livelice-t 
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colours  of  every  other  hue.  The  balustrade  of 
the  colonnades,  and  the  steps  leading  to  them,  as 
the  houses  in  India  are  generally  elevated  a  few 
feet  from  the  ground,  on  account  of  damps,  was 
overgrown  wilh  a  luxuriance  of  creeping  plants; 
amongst  which,  one  resembling  jessamine,  in  the 
delicacy  of  its  leaves,  and  bearing  a  beautiful 
scarlet  flower,  afforded  the  richest  effect  imagin- 
able, as  it  clung  about  the  columns,  and  hung  in 
festoons  round  the  varaudo. 

There  were  no  upper  rooms  j  but  small  wind- 
ing stairs  conducted  to  the  roof,  which,  being 
in  that  country  always  flat  and  formed  of  mortar, 
beaten  extremely  hard,  and  overlaid  with  a  plais- 
ter  of  lime,  as  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  houses 
are  done,  appeared  smooth  and  polished  as  marble  :. 
a  balustrade  surrounded  the  roof,  on  which  was 
erected  a  light  pavilion;  the  prospect  from  wheuce 
of  the  reaches  up  and  down  the  river  presented  a 
view  of  the  most  beautiful  sylvan  scenery. 

The  garden  was  extensive,  and  encompassed 
entirely  the  dwelling  and  a  number  of  detached 
offices,  to  which  serpentine  paths  conducted. 
Some  of  these  paths  wound  through  embowering 
thickets  of  flowering  shrubs,  others  were  bordered 
by  hedges  of  rnindi,  or  Indian  myrtle,  that  spread 
F  6 
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through  the  air  a  strong  perfume  like  mignionette 
which  the  mindi  flower  resembles,  though    it  ex- 
eels  it  infinitely  both  in  fragrance  and  the  richness 
of  its  tufted  blossoms.     One  long  walk  surrounded 
the  enclosed  ground,  forming,  at   once,  a  strong 
fence,  and  a  beautiful  umbrageous  avenue  leading 
from  the  central  entrance  gate  on  either  side  of  the 
garden  to  the  river.     This  walk  was  overshadowed 
by  bamboo  trees,  thickly  planted  ;  which  bending 
from   their   roots  in   long    pendant   feathery  and 
tapering  branches  of    cane,    thick  set  from   the 
ground  to  their  termination  with  leaves  resembling, 
in  shape  and  colour,  those  of  the  drooping  wil- 
low,   met  in  an   embowering  arch,    and  formed 
a  close  dark  shady  alley,  impervious  to  the  rays  of 
the  sun,  and  affording   the  coolest  shelter  from 
its  mid-day  beam,  even  in   the  hottest  weather. 
In  this   retreat  from   the   fervour  of    an   eastern 
noon,  its  scorching  influence  was  forgotten  under 
the  waving  branches,  while  the  sound  of  their  fo- 
liage rustling  in  the  breeze,  and  the  stream  of  the 
river  seen  through  the  long  embowered  and  ver- 
dant arch  of  interwoven  trees,  conveyed  an  idea  of 
refreshing  coolness.     This  beautiful  walk  enclosed 
the  garden  on  three    sides;    the  fourth-  side  lay 
along  the  river  on  the  banks  of  which  a  long  ter- 
race opened  to  an  extensive  prospect  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  water.     At  each  extremity  of 
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this  terrace  a  temple  was  built  as  an  object  of 
equal  ornament  and  utility ;  one  of  these  edifices 
was  erected  in  an  octagonal  form,  and  supported 
by  eight  columns  of  the  doric  order,  led  down 
to  the  river  by  a  flight  of  steps,  affording  an  op- 
portunity to  take  boat  conveniently,  as  the  slope 
to  the  water-edge  was  too  steep,  and  of  too  smooth 
a  turf,  to  admit  of  descending  to  the  brink  of  the 
stream  without  risk  of  slipping  in.  The  opposite 
temple  was  square,  and  enclosed  to  contain  a 
bath,  which  is  considered  a  necessary  luxury  in 
the  warm  climates  of  India. 

This  villa  being  speedily  furnished  in  the  mode 
of  that  country,  the  viscount  and  his  two  fair 
companions  took  up  their  residence  there  in  the 
eastern  manner  of  living. 

Although  removed  out  of  the  town,  they  had 
a  constant  society  composed  of  the  families  settled 
in  some  neighbouring  villas,  and  a  great  deal  of 
company  from  Chandenagore,  who  called  in  every 
evening,  and  formed  an  agreeable  circle  for  several 
hours.  Occasional  invitations  to  suppers,  dances, 
and  musical  parties,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
enlivened  a  scene  delightful  in  itself,  and  which 
wanted  nothing  but  the  presence  of  all  their  be- 
loved friends  to  render  it  a  perfect  paradise  of  hap- 
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piness.  Rosaline  and  Erina  bud,  however,  too 
sound  an  understanding,  and  too  just  a  sense  of 
religion,  to  expect,  or  even  desire,  felicity  unal- 
loyed in  this  world;  and  their  wisdom  and  piety 
led  them  to  enjoy,  with  thankfulness,  the  good 
they  were  permitted,  by  Divine  kindness,  to  pos- 
sess, without  lessening  it  by  murmuring,  because 
it  was  not  com  pleat;  for  they  were  firmly  per- 
suaded, mortals  are  allowed  all  the  joys  it  is.  fit 
they  should  taste  in  this  sublunary  state  ;  and  that 
perfect  contentment,  in  every  situation  allotted  to 
us  by  Providence,  is  essential  to  the  lively  grati- 
tude we  should  feel  for  the  least  blessings  of  Hea- 
ven, in  order  to  merit  their  continuance,  and  ob- 
tain more,  and  that  thankfulness  to  the  Supreme, 
in  all  conditions,  was  a  species  of  worship  neces- 
sary to  render  the  other  duties  of  religion  accept- 
able in  the  sight  of  our  bountiful  Creator.  Thus 
happy  from  a  sense  of  duty,  as  well  as  in  a 
right  appreciation  of  their  enjoyments,  and  bles- 
sed in  the  tranquillity  of  their  virtuous  miuds, 
arising  from  sentiments  of  self-approbation  as 
much  as  from  each  other's  society,  Rosaline  and 
Erina  relished  the  pleasures  surrounding  them, 
and  endeavoured  to  afford  as  much  felicity  to  the 
amiable  de  Briancon,  as  he  anxiously  strove  to  pro- 
cure for  them  by  all  the  attentions  he  could  invent, 
to  render  their  abode  with  him  delightful* 


Except  when  professional  duty  called  him  from 
home,  the  viscount  devoted  himself  to  Rosaline 
and  Erina.  Whenever  they  were  occupied  with 
their  pencil  or  needle,  he  read  to  them  ;  he  at- 
tended them  on  all  their  visits,  he  walked  with 
them,  drove  them  out  an  airing  in  a  phaeton  in 
the  evenings,  and  accompanied  them  in  the  morn- 
ings a  ride  on  horseback  before  the  sun  had  ren- 
dered the  air  too  warm  to  take  that  exercise  which 
was  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  health  in  a 
relaxing  climate. 

On  morning,  shortly  after  their  arrival  at  the 
villa,  Rosaline  and  Erina,  with  de  Briancon, 
rose,  according  to  custom,  at  break  of  day,  to 
take  their  morning  excursion  at  dawn.  TSiey 
mounted  their  horses  and  proceeded  together  en- 
joying the  salubrious  freshness  of  the  cooling 
breeze,  and  the  gay  sight  of  the  sun-beams  glis- 
tening on  the  dew-bespangled  herbage  all  around. 
As  they  passed  along  under  the  shade  of  a  mango 
grove,  innumerable  birds,  fluttering  amongst  the 
spreading  boughs,  saluted  the  rising   day. 

Erina,  ever  alive  to  the  charms  of  nature,  and 
continually  impressed  with  religious  sentiments, 
felt  her  soul  awakened  by  tiie  scene  to  join  in 
the  choral  song  of  praise  that  swelled  on  her  de- 
lighted ear,  in  the  mingled  yet  harmonious  melo- 
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dies  of  the  warbling   choir.     Listening  to  the  va- 
ried notes  of  the  feathered  race,  she   remarked  to 
Rosaline,   that   instinct  appeared   often  to   teach 
what    reason    frequently  failed   to   learn.     (t  The 
birds  and   beasts,    the   scaly  tribe,  and   even   the 
most   insignificant  reptiles/*  said    Erina,  "  never 
omit    acquiring    the  knowledge    useful   to    them, 
neither  do  they  ever  neglect  the  performance  of 
their  duties ;  human  beings  alone   endowed   with 
rational    faculties,    are   the    only   ceatures   in  this 
world    which   are   prone   to    commit  absurdities, 
and  inclined  to  pervert  instead  of  improving   their 
powers  to  the  wise  ends  for  which   they  *  ere  be- 
stowed.    Mankind,    who   boast    their  intellectual 
superiority,  too  often  forget  to  reflect   sufficiently 
on  the  Great   Author  of  their  vaunted   wisdom  ; 
and  while  the  reasoning  soul  neglects  due  homage 
to  its  known  and  acknoweldged  Creator,  the  irra- 
tional part  of  his  works  seem   best  to    pioclaim 
his  power,  and  ever  :-erve  their  Divine  Ruler  with- 
out any  failure.     Nature,  in  its  most  senseless  ex- 
istence,   always    appears   to     feel   that    Supreme 
Power,  while  the  human  mind,  at  times,  dares  im- 
piously to  deny  him  who  gave  and  sustains  a  life 
for  which  they  cannot  account.'* 

The  recollection  of  the  Count  de  l'Armencou? 
suggested  these  reflections  \  and  Erina  trembled 
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at  the  idea  that  there  were  atheists  in  a  creation 
every  part  of  which  evinced  the  infinite  wisdom 
and  power  of  a  Supreme  Ruler. 

Erina  was  soon  roused  from  this  serious  train  of 
reflection  to  attend  to  the  guidance  of  her  horse, 
as  he  began  to  shew  a  disposition  to  that  ungo- 
vernable spirit  which  renders  many  of  the  Indian 
horses  most  difficult  to  manage.  The  creature 
had  been  purchased  as  an  animal  remarkable  for 
gentleness,  and,  until  that  moment,  had  appeared 
to  merit  the  character  of  docility  that  had  recom- 
mended him  to  Erina. 

She  possessed  the  timidity  natural  to  her  sex, 
and  was  always  desirous  of  avoiding  danger,  al- 
though in  every  peril  she  had  firmness  sufficient 
to  bear  it,  and  even  meet  it,  if  requisite,  with  be- 
coming resolution.  Her  horse  now-  seemed  in- 
clined to  call  her  courage  into  exertion,  for  he 
began  to  prance,  and  became  quite  unmanageable. 
The  attendant  of  her  steed,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  country,  and  who,  according  to  the  custom  of 
India,  always  accompanied  her  in  her  rides,  at- 
tempted to  assist  her  in  the  government  of  her 
horse,  and  seizing  the  bridle  to  stop  the  curvets 
of  the  restive  animal,  endeavoured  to  lead  him 
out   of    the   road,  and  pointed  to  an   advancing 
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crowd,  saying  something,  in   the   Hindostan  lan- 
guage, which  Erina  could  not  understand. 

Tranquillized  by  the  interference  of  her  attend- 
ant, who  seemed  to  have  power  enough  over  her 
horse  to  keep  him  quiet  in  a  little  grove  adjoin- 
ing the  read,  Erina  directed  all  her  attention  to 
the  approaching  cavalcade,  and  distinguished, 
towering  above  an  encircling  crowd  of  mahometan 
armed  horsemen,  a  stately  elephant.  On  the  back 
of  the  most  gigantic  and  noblest  of  beasts  an 
-Asiatic  youth  was  borne  on  a  lofty  seat  of  scarlet 
velvet,  four  pillars  of  burnished  gold,  that  sup- 
ported a  canopy  glittering  with  innumerable  orna- 
ments of  the  same  precious  metal,  attracted  the 
gaze  of  the  admiring  spectators.  A  sight  so  new 
and  magnificent  ey.cited  sensations  of  mingled 
wonder  and  pleasure  in  Erina's  mind  ;  absorbed 
in  the  observation  of  the  grand  spectacle  before 
her,  she  was  watching  the  procession  as  it  drew 
near,  w  hen  her  horse,  suddenly  breaking  from  the 
grasp  of  his  keeper,  reared  several  times,  and 
then  bounding  into  the  road  burst  into  an  oppo- 
site thicket,  where,  with  headlong  fury,  he  tore 
his  rider  through  the  entangled  mazes  of  the  wood. 
Erina,  who  had  firmly  kept  her  seat,  and  retained 
her  presence  of  mind  in  spite  of  the  surprise  and 
fright  occasioned  by  an  unexpected  danger,  en- 
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deavoured,  in  vain,  to  rein  in  her  horse.  Having 
made  his  way,  with  infinite  difficulty  and  risk, 
through  the  impediments  which  the  brush-wood  of 
the  thick  copse  threw  HI  his  way,  he  was  just 
going  to  plunge  into  a  piece  of  water  that  the 
wood  skirted,  when  Erina,  springing  from  the 
saddle,  fell  to  the  ground.  Her  foot  was  en- 
tangled in  the  stirrup,  and  she  would  inevitably 
have  been  trampled  to  death  under  the  feet  of 
the  animal,  in  his  struggle  to  disengage  himself 
from  her,  had  not  a  strong  and  resolute  arm 
snatched  her  from  the  ground,  and  by  that  means 
providentially  disengaged  her  from  the  stirrup  in 
which  her  foot  was  entangled  by  the  band  that 
secured  her  petticoat  from  blowing  about. 

The  softness  of  the  sod  on  which  Erina  had 
fallen,  together  with  the  elasticity  of  her  bound 
when  she  threw  herself  off  the  horse,  prevented 
her  receiving  any  injury  from  the  accident ;  the 
alarm,  however,  attending  it,  agitated  her  spirits 
so  much  that  she  burst  into  tears,  while  she  was 
supported  in  the  arms  of  her  deliverer.  Instantly 
recollecting  how  infinitely  she  was  indebted  to 
him  for  her  extraordinary  preservation,  she  turned 
to  thank  him  for  her  rescue  from  imminent  peril, 
and  raising  her  eyes  to  her  gallant  protector,  she 
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beheld  the  well-recollected  Eastern  Prince  whom 
she  hud  seen  at  the  opera  in  London  ! 

A  sweet  smile  of  instant  mutual  recognition 
was  interchanged  between  the  strangers  ;  a  glow 
of  delight  illumined  the  fine  features  of  eacii. 
Erina's  gratitude,  after  the  first  moment  of  sur- 
prise, inspired  her  with  more  than  usual  elo- 
quence in  the  expression  of  her  thanks  to  her  il- 
lustrious deliverer,  while  he,  with  equal  grace 
and  sentiment,  assured  her,  by  the  most  elegant 
gestures  and  language,  that  he  considered  himself 
superlatively  blessed  in  meeting  and  serving  a  lady 
whom  he  had  often  feared  he  might  never  again 
be  so  fortunate  to  behold.  He  then  enquired, 
with  infinite  courtesy  and  interest,  if  the  accident 
had  occasioned  her  the  injury  he  apprehended 
must  be  tiie  consequence  of  the  fall,  which  had 
so  greatly  shocked  him  as  nearly  to  unfit  him  for 
the  exertion  requisite  for  her  rescue. 

Erina  assured  her  deliverer  she  had  not  received 
any  hurt  from  the  fall,  adding,  that  she  was  sen- 
sible of  the  extreme  peril  out  of  which  his  inter- 
ference had  extricated  her,  and  that  she  was 
equally  aware  of  the  hazard  and  difficulty  he  must 
have  incurred  in  rlying  miraculously  to  her  assist- 
ance.    u  I  have  read/'  said   Erina,  smiling,  "  in 
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Eastern  tales,  of  guardian  genii ;  and  the  protec- 
tion you  have  afforded  me  almost  persuades  me 
such  beings  actually  exist  in  these  regions." 

The  prince  bowed  profoundly,  and  colouring 
deeply,  solicited  permission  to  assume  the  honour- 
able title  of  her  attendant  spirit ;  adding,  that 
he  would  ardently  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  high  of- 
fice in  a  manner  to  convince  her  how  much  he 
prized  it  and  desired  to  become  worthy  of  the 
supreme  felicity  it  inspired.  "  As  an  inaugura- 
tion into  the  honour  I  solicit,"  continued  the 
prince,  with  dignified  pleasantry  and  noble  cour- 
tesy in  his  looks  and  gestures,  u  permit  me,  fair 
lady,  to  lead  you  out  of  this  thicket,  and  con- 
duct you  home." 

With  a  smile  of  assent,  and  thanks  elegantly 
expressed,  Erina  accepted  the  hand  of  the  prince, 
who  politely  led  her  through  the  entangled  bushes 
that  grew,  in  wild  luxuriance,  around  the  trees. 
They  had  not  proceeded  many  paces  amidst  the 
intricacies  of  the  wood,  when  the  horse,  which 
had  conducted  the  deliverer  of  Erina  to  her  res- 
cue, was  found  grazing  on  the  rich  herbage  that 
grew  in  profusion  about  the  shady  spot.  The 
vegetation   was  so  luxuriant  as  to    occasion  some 
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difficulty  in  passing  over  the  unbeaten  track,  awl, 
as  the  dew  lay  impearled  on  the  thick  long  grass* 
and  was  brushed  in  showers  from  every  leaf  and 
spray,  at  each  step  Erina  took,  the  prince  en- 
treated her  to  mount  his  steed,  which  was  per- 
fectly gentle,  and  permit  him  thus  to  have  the 
honour  of  leading  her  on  her  way  to  join  her 
friends,  who,  he  felt  assured,  must  be  in  the 
most  painful  alarm.  As  Erina,  in  walking,  felt 
an  inconvenience  in  her  ancle,  which  she  was 
desirous  of  saving  from  further  injury,  and  was 
also  anxious  not  to  discover,  lest  it  might  give 
unnecessary  uneasiness,  she  consented  to  accept 
the  offer  of  the  prince's  horse :  her  own  had  be- 
come a  fugitive,  and  she  was  apprehensive  of 
encreasing  the  sprain  in  her  foot  by  "an  attempt  to 
walk  as  far  as  the  villa. 

Telling  her  conductor  that  as  she  was  some  dis- 
tance from  home,  and  as  she  should  be  afraid  of 
remounting  her  own  restive  horse,  should  her  at- 
tendant be  able  to  recover  him,  she  would  take 
advantage  of  the  polite  offer,  and  endeavour  to 
ride  the  steed  his  master's  recommendation  would 
prevent  her  feeling  any  alarm  in  mounting,  although 
the  saddle  was  not  adapted  for  a  female  rider. 
*4  The  seat,  however,  is  broad,"  said  Erina,  smii- 
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iiig,  <:  and  notwithstanding  my  accident  this  morn- 
ing, I  have  sufficient  courage  to  prefer  riding  to 
walking  home." 

The  horse  which  the  prince  seized  and  resigned 
to  Erina  was  a  large  beautiful  cream-coloured 
animal,,  with  the  finest  flowing  tail  and  mane.  He 
Was  covered  with  a  net  of  gold,  at  which  hung 
many  tassels  of  the  same  ;  the  saddle  was  covered 
with  scarlet  velvet,  richly  embroidered  and  studded 
with  wrought  gold,  as  were  the  reins,  which  were 
of  red  Morocco ;  on  the  steed's  head  waved  a 
plume  of  feathers  of  the  bird  of  paradise ;  and  as 
he  curved  his  neck,  and  pawed  the  ground  with 
spirit,  his  beauty  struck  the  admiring  Erina  as  a 
picture  such  as  a  poet's  or  a  painter's  imagination 
might  seize  from  fancy,  to  describe  the  fabled  steeds 
that  ancient  fabulists  declare  were  daily  harnessed 
in  celestial  trappings  to  draw  the  chariot  of  the 
sun  over  the  starry  path  of  Heaven. 

Having  assisted  Erina,  with  a  courtly  grace,  to 
mount" the  horse,  the  prince  walked  beside  her,  con- 
versing on  the  occurrence  of  that  morning.  Af- 
ter describing,  in  powerful  language,  the  honour 
which  he  had  experienced  in  anticipating  that  the 
fright  occasioned  by  his  cavalcade  would  have  de- 
stroyed the  fair  rider,  whom,  with  eager  haste,  he 
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dismounted  from  his  elephant  and  flew  to  save : 
he  requested  her  to  accept  the  steed  she  then  rode, 
as  he  was  perfectly  gentle,  and  had  been  trained 
to  meet  and  travel  with  elephants ;  which  many 
horses  could  never  be  brought  to  encounter  with- 
out starting  and  becoming  infuriated  with  terror. 

Erina  thanked  the  prince  for  his  offered  present 
without  accepting  it ;  and  in  a  short  time  came 
in  view  of  the  road,  where  his  retinue  were  sta- 
tioned in  waiting  for  him. 

Surprised  at  not  seeing  either  De  Briangon, 
Rosaline,  or  any  of  the  attendants  who  had  ac- 
companied them,  the  prince,  at  Erina's  entreaty, 
enquired  of  his  train  respecting  her  friends,  and 
learned  they  had  dispersed  in  different  direc- 
tions in  pursuit  of  her.  Uneasy  at  this  intelligence 
lest  her  beloved  Rosaline,  who  was  a  timid  rider, 
might  meet  with  any  accident  in  search  of  her  ; 
Erina  evinced,  both  in  her  looks  and  words,  the 
anxiety  she  experienced.  The  prince,  eager  to 
dispel  her  apprehensions,  instantly  dispatched 
numbers  of  his  followers  about  the  place  in  quest 
of  his  fair  companion's  associates,  and  to  inform 
them  of  her  saftty. 

The  singularity  of  the  incident  which  had  that 
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morning  occurred  to  Erina,  and  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  of  her  being  surrounded  by  the 
retinue  of  an  Eastern  prince,  and  entirely  in  his 
power,  without  one  companion  of  her  acquaint- 
ance, her  own  sex,  or  her  own  country,  struck 
her  at  once  with  a  species  of  amazement  and 
dread.  As  she  gazed  around  her  on  the  crowd  of 
scrutinising  observers,  she  trembled  at  the  sight 
of  the  armed  train,  whose  appearance  was  equally 
martial  and  strange  in  her  opinion.  The  native 
soldiers  she  had  seen  in  the  service  of  the  French 
settlement  had  not  the  warlike  aspect  of  the  se- 
poys she  now  beheld  :  their  stature,  accoutrements, 
enormous  turbans,  and  large  mustaches,  gave 
them  a  ferocious  look.  The  character  she  had 
heard  of  the  asiatics  made  her  feel  a  shock  at 
seeing  herself,  undefended,  in  the  power  of 
Mahometan  prince,  to  whose  dispositions  sli.° 
was  an  entire  stranger  :  his  demeanour,  it  is  true, 
had  impressed  her  with  a  very  favourable  opinion 
of  him  ;  yet  she  had  heard  that  the  Moorish  men 
of  high  birth  and  education  frequently  concealed 
the  worst  principles  under  the  most  engaging  ex-  * 
terior.  The  idea  that  her  deliverer  might  be  of 
this  description  seemed  to  her  a  species  of  in- 
gratitude for  which  she  could  not  avoid  reproach- 
ing herself  severely ;  especially  when  his  deport- 
ment became,    if  possible,   more    delicately   re- 
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spectful  as  he  observed  her  encreasing  embarrass- 
ment and  uneasiness  at  the  absence  of  her  friends. 


At  length,  after  much  anxiety,  she  perceived 
some  of  the  prince's  horsemen  advancing  with  the 
viscount  and  her  beloved  Rosaline.  As  they  rode 
at  a  good  pace,  Erina  was  speedily  joined  by 
her  friends  :  on  being  most  affectionately  congra- 
tulated respecting  her  fortunate  escape,  she  intro- 
duced her  deliverer  to  de  Briangon  and  Lady 
Kinross,  with  a  gratitude  equal  to  that  they  ex- 
pressed for  the  services  he  had  rendered  them  at 
a  conjuncture  which,  without  his  interposion,  must 
have  terminated  fatally  to  Erina  and  their  happi- 
ness. u  I  am  at  a  loss,"  said  Rosaline,  addressing 
herself  to  the  prince,  for  language  sufficiently  ani- 
mated to  thank  you  as  1  ought  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  my  dearest  friend  ;  I  can  only  assure  you, 
sir,"  she  continued,  while  tears  glistened  in  her 
eyes,  "  that  my  esteem  and  my  eternal  gratitude 
towards  the  deliverer  of  my  beloved  companion 
will  be  in  exact  proportion  to  my  affection  for 
her." 

In  an  eastern  salutation,  elegantly  expressive  of 
chivalric  sentiment  and  courtesy,  the  prince  bent 
in  a  profound  obeisance  to  the  fair  friends,  while 
he  entreated  them  to  believe  that  he  considered  the 
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pleasure  of  serving  them  a  reward  sufficient  with- 
out any  other  remuneration  ;  but  notwithstanding 
that  conviction,  he  boasted  not,  he  said,  disinter- 
estedness enough  to  reject  the  offered  recom- 
pence  of  friendship,  although  he  felt  it  far  ex- 
ceeded the  value  of  his  services.  "  Instead  of 
considering  you,  fair  ladies/'  continued  the  prince, 
"  at  all  my  debtors,  I  esteem  myself  infinitely 
obliged  in  your  testimony  of  gratitude,  which 
extremely  over-values  my  deserts.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, emulate  your  noble  generosity,  in  the  most 
ardent  endeavours  to  merit,  if  it  be  possible,  that 
esteem  you  gratuitously  honour  me  in  bestowing 
on  me." 

Rosaline  and  Erina  bowed  a  graceful  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  courtesy  of  their  eastern  hero ; 
whom  Lady  Kinross,  with  the  sweetest  urbanity, 
thus  addressed  :  "  Our  meeting  in  my  own  coun- 
try is  too  well  recorded  in  my  memory  to  admit 
of  my  forgetting,  that  in  the  deliverer  of  my 
dearest  friend  I  have  the  honour  of  addressing  a 
person  who  was,  in  England,  introduced  to  my 
knowledge  as  one  of  princely  rank.  The  obliga- 
tion your  highness  has  conferred  on  me,  in  the 
care  of  my  beloved  companion,  claims  not  only 
my  thanks,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  express, 
biit  demands  every  testimony  that  can  evince  the 
Q  2 
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high  regard  1  must  ever  feel  for  those  amiable 
dispositions  which  impelled  you  to  her  rescue, 
and  the  esteem  I  must  always  entertain  for  the 
qualities  and  abilities  which,  in  winging  you  to  the 
aid  of*  a  stranger,  rendered  the  assistance  your 
highness  was  prompted  to  afford  effectual  to  her 
preservation  from  the  most  imminent  danger. 
How  to  express  my  sense  of  your  merits  will  be 
as  difficult  as  1  found  it  arduous  to  speak  my  gra- 
titude for  the  service  you  rendered  me;  but  if 
your  highness  will  honour  my  villa  by  your  pre- 
sence, every  effort  of  hospitality  shall  joyfully  be 
exerted  to  prove  my  sentiments  for  an  equally 
amiable  and  illustrious  guest." 

The  prince,  with  as  much  grace  as  delight,  ac- 
cepted the  polite  invitation  of  Rosaline ;  who, 
with  the  viscount  and  Erina,  led  the  numerous  ca- 
valcade towards  their  residence,  while  the  deli- 
verer of  the  grateful  girl  requested  to  keep  his  sta- 
tion beside  her  as  a  pedestrian  escort  of  her 
steed,  gallantly  assuring  her,  with  an  elegant 
pleasantry,  the  office  of  her  attendant,  with  which 
she  had  invested  him,  under  the  title  of  a  guar- 
dian genius,  was  infinitely  superior,  both  in  ho- 
nour and  felicity,  to  the-  supremest  regal  dignity. 
As  he  continued  to  leadJier  horse  homeward,  his 
conversation  evinced  a  brillancy  of  wit,  a  solidity 
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of  understanding,  an  elegance  of  taste,  and  a  re- 
finement of  sentiment,  that  charmed  Erina,  who 
thought  him  the  handsomest  being  she  had  ever 
beheld.  His  dress,  less  magnificent  than  that  he 
wore  when  she  saw  him  in  London,  was  equally 
picturesque  and  becoming.  A  turban  of  the 
finest  snow-white  muslin,  without  any  adornment 
of  jewels,  admirably  suited  the  beautiful  contour 
of  his  bust,  giving  spirit  to  the  expression  of  a 
countenance  in  which  every  feature  was  perfect. 
His  vestments,  made  in  the  best  eastern  taste, 
were  of  a  delicate  woollen  manufacture,  and  of 
the  brightest  scarlet,  which  was  enlivened  by  a 
sash  of  muslin,  of  the  same  texture  and  colour 
as  his  turban,  and  a  drapery  of  white  shawl  that 
was  enveloped  in  gracefully  flowing  soft  folds 
round  his  elegant  figure.  The  dignity  of  his 
motions,  and  his  commanding  air,  declared  his 
sovereign  rank,  while  the  finished  courtesy  of  his 
manner,  and  the  elegant  ease  of  his  conversation, 
evinced  him  to  be  as  much  the  man  of  sentiment 
as  education,  and  equally  the  prince  and  scholar. 

To  an  excellent  breakfast,  spread  in  the  octa- 
gon temple  that  overlooked  the  river,  Lady  Kin- 
ross and  the  viscount  invited  their  illustrious  visi- 
tor, whilst  Erina  presided  at  the  table  with  united 
graces  of  exquisite  politeness,  perfect  beautv,  and 
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youthful    spirits,   rendered  irresistibly   enchanting 
by  virgin  modesty. 


Trie  exercise  of  riding,  added  to  the  freshness 
of  the  morning  air  that  was  cooled  by  the  dewy 
moisture,  yet  spangling  on  every  leaf  of  the  sur- 
rounding shades,  and  glistening  on  the  verdant  ter- 
race that  was  washed  by  the  swiftly  gliding  cur- 
rent of  the  full-flowing  Hoogley,  called  all  the 
blooming  rose8!  of  health  and  vivacity  into  Erina's 
cheeks,  while  the  smile  of  benevolence  dimpled 
round  her  coral  lips,  and  innocent  gaiety,  blended 
with  intelligence  and  delicacy  of  sentiment,  sparkled 
in  the  lustre  of  her  eyes.  Throwing  off  her  bat, 
which  was  more  troublesome  than  useful  in  the 
temple  surrounded  by  luxuriant  trees  arid  shrubs 
that  spread  their  foliage  and  blossoms  to  shelter 
them  from  every  sun-beam,  Erina's  fine  auburn 
hair,  which  had  been  dishevelled  by  the  rapid 
movements  of  her  horse,  fell  i  n  her  shoulders  in 
glossy  tresses,  that  in  hue  and  brightness  emulated 
gold  when  highly  burnished.  Rising  in  playful 
confusion  from  her  occupation  at  the  breakfast 
•   bJc       «e  was  hastily  re  tin  n  n  the  Company 

er  chamber  to  a  iged   locks, 

hen  the  lively  Rosal  starting  up  requested  to 
be  allowed  the  pleasure  of  officiating  as  her 
friend's  handmaid.     To  this  proposal,   at  de  13ri- 
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aneon's  entreaty,  that  Erina  would  not  leave  the 
temple,  she  consented ;  and  sitting  down  on  the 
steps  leading  to  the  river  was  submitting  her  hair 
to  Rosaline's  care,  when  the  volatile  viscount, 
declaring  himself  a  superior  adept  in  the  art  of 
hair-dressing,  as  his  countrymen,  he  said,  were 
universally  allowed  to  be  the  hvsiJTisseurs  in  the 
whole  world,  and  to  excel,  in  points  of  taste  re- 
lating to  the  toilette,  gaily  pushed  the  belle  fille 
de  charnbre,  as  he  now  called  Rosaline,  aside, 
and  began,  in  a  very  droll  and  auk  ward  manner, 
to  adjust  the  beautiful  hair  of  the  laughing  Erina  ; 
who,  with  the  most  engaging  and  unaffected  play- 
fulness, rallied  him  on  being  particularly  mal 
adroit,  and  exceedingly  gauche  in  his  pretension  to 
a  talent  for  which  he  was  extremely  unfitted, 

The  prince,  who  stood  by  an  amused  spectator 
of  this  little  entertaining  scene  of  youthful  spor- 
tiveness,  approached  the  sprightly  trio  of  friends, 
and,  in  a  manner  of  delicately  lively  gallantry,  as- 
sured Erina,  that  by  virtue  of  his  office,  the  care 
ofher  beautiful  tresses  must,  by  right,  devolve  on 
him.  "  The  precedent  on  which  1  ground  my 
claim  to  the  monopoly  of  such  an  enviable  ho- 
nour," continued  the  prince,  with  spirited  plea- 
santry, is  of  high  authority  ;  for  that  attendant 
sylph?,  or  spirits,  are  entrusted  with  the  decora- 
o  4 
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tion  of  female  charms  is  known  by  every  one  to 
be  on  record  in  a  singularly  beautiful  and  elegantly 
original  work  of  the  justly  celebrated  Pope  ;  who, 
in  the  f*  Rape  of  the  Lock,"  assures  us,  that  one 
of  the  genii,  who  lay  in  watchful  ambush  in  the 
captivating  ringlets  of  Belinda,  was  actually  *  cut 
in  twain/'  in  the  post  of  guarding  her  favourite 
locks.  et  As  yours,  fair  lady,"  added  the  prince, 
"  must  be  in  equal  danger  of  being  coveted  as  a 
prize  by  some  daring  hand,  it  shall  be  as  much 
my  care  to  defend  them  from  all  assault,  as  to  dis- 
pose them  in  the  most  elegant  order  ;  and  I  must, 
therefore,  assert  my  light  to  arrange  your  tresses, 
and  dispute  the  honour  with  this  gentleman." 

Thus  saying,  he  advanced,  with  equal  polite- 
ness and  gaiety,  to  perform  the  office  for  which 
he  had,  with  such  a  lively  pretence,  contended  ; 
while  the  viscount,  with  as  much  pleasantry,  re- 
signed it,  assuring  the  prince,  he  was  sensible 
the  claims  of  his  highness  must  supersede  any  he 
could  advance  ;  "  because,"  said  de  Eriangon, 
i(  I  pretend  not  to  supernatural  power  in  the  bu- 
siness of  female  toilettes,  although  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  attend  them,  neither  dare  I  pre- 
sume to  contest  a  point,  even  of  gallantry,  with 
svlphs  or  genii,   notwithstanding  my  readiness  to 
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cnjrase  in  the  service  of  the  fair  sex,  and  to  de- 
fend  them  as  a  soldier." 

The  blushing  Erina,  with  a  gracious  smile, 
thanked  de  Briancon  for  his  gallant  professions, 
which  she  felt  assured  would  be  found  sincere  if 
put  to  the  proof;  and  curtesying  her  acknowledg- 
ments in  sportive  grace  to  the  prince,  she  told 
him,  she  held  herself  most  fortunate  in  having  an 
attendant  at  her  toilette  whose  offices  would,  by 
being  performed  by  magical  agency,  save  her  an 
infinity  of  trouble  ;  and  saying  this,  she  hastily 
bound  up  her  shining  tresses  with  the  most  be- 
coming negligence,  and  resumed  her  station  and 
superintendance  of  the  breakfast-table. 

The  prince  took  some  refreshment,  and  ex- 
pressing his  taste  for  European  customs,  and  those 
of  England  in  particular,  he  fell  into  a  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  British  manners  and  litera- 
ture, which  evinced  he  had  been  as  attentive  a  tra- 
veller, as  he  was  a  judicious  student ;  for  he  dis- 
covered, that  the  book  of  nature  and  the  volumes 
of  general  science  were  not  only  familiar  to  him, 
but  that  his  understanding  and  feelings  had  been 
highly  cultivated  by  his  acquisition  of  knowledge  : 
a  thing  often  attained  without  any  real  wisdom, 
which  is  only  possessed  by  those  whose  intellec- 
9  6 
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tual faculties  expand  without  the  despicable  arro- 
gance of  selfsiifficiency  in  sense,  and  by  those 
whose  information,  founded  on  principles  of  true 
reason,  leach  it,  that  its  best  powers  are  incapa- 
ble of  learning  much  ;  that  all  it  can  therefore 
acquire,  is  little  in  comparison  of  that  which  it 
must  remain  ignorant  of  in  this  world;  where 
mails  best  knozdedge  is  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  himself  in  order  to  guide  him  to  virtue 
and  true  happiness  in  this  sublunary  state  of 
trial,  and  thus  lead  him  to  eternal  felicity  in 
the  regions  of  immortality. 
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CHAP.    XII 


"It  is  equally  imprudent,  as  it  is  indecorous  and  nonsensical,  for  a 
female  heart  to  trust  itself  with  a  supposition  of  having  made  a 
conquest  until  it  be  declared  ;  lest  a  dangerous  prepossession  in  fa- 
vour of  an  agreeable  object  take  root  under  a  notion  the  sentiment 
is  authorized  by  a  congeniality  of  feeling;  and,  thus  nurtured  to 
maturity,  spread  itself  as  a  poisonous  weed  difficult  to  be  eradi- 
cated until  it  lay  waste  the  mind,  and  become  fatal  not  only  to 
peace,  but  the  fame  of  virgin  delicacy  and  female  repute;  which, 
jeceiving  the  slightest  stain,  remains  irrecoverably  tarnished." 


XjLS  Erina  almost  wondering,  remarked  the  nu- 
merous acquirements  and  the  excellent  principles, 
which,  with  the  most  unaffected  modesty,  the 
prince  displayed  as  the  natural  refinement  of  a 
correct  taste  and  judgment,  and  the  genuine  effu- 
sions of  the  most  amiable  dispositions,  without  the 
least  tincture  of  conceit  or  pretension,  she  felt  her 
esteem  for  this  illustrious  youth  encrease  every  in* 
S6 
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stant,  and  far  surpass  the  extraordinary  admiration 
the  first  sight  of  him  inspired  and  each  succeeding 
look  heightened.     He  spoke  of  his  visit  to  Eng- 
land with  delight ,  and  mentioning  that  it  had  ex- 
panded his  mind,  he  said,  he  should  ardently  have 
wished  to  prolong  his  stay  in   a  country   which 
would  have  improved  his  intellectual  faculties,  and 
cultivated  his  taste,  had  not  filial  affection  made 
him  impatient  to  return  to  parents,  who,  in  per- 
mitting his  absence  had  sacrificed  their  individual 
happiness  to  his  advantage  and  the  good  of  their 
country. — "  It  is  in  Britain,"  added  the  prince, 
%i  that  the  elegant  arts,  commerce,   science,  and 
virtue,  flourish  under  the  best  possible    mode  of 
government,  which  affords  real  liberty  without  li- 
cence to  infringe  the  laws  that  are  requisite  for  the 
maintenance    of  order   and   propriety  :— In   that 
happy  land  of  freedom  the  honest  man  of  every 
degree,    lives   in  the  secure  enjoyment  of  those 
rights,   the  lowest  class  possess  equally  with  the 
highest  rank,  while  the  rogue  of  all  orders,  is 
amenable  to  justice;  who   weighs  in  the  same 
scale  the  rich  and  poor,  the  high  and  low,  and 
brandishes  the  sword  of  execution  for  the  terror 
of  guilt  alone.     To  pronounce,"   continued  the 
prince,  "  that  the  administration  of  government 
even  in    England  is    perfect,    would   scarcely  be 
strictly  true  ;  since  the  imperfection  of  human  na- 
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ture  must  always  be  evident  in  all  its  institutions, 
and  in  the  execution  of  its  wisest  plans  :  this 
therefore  being  the  case,  we  must  call  that  social 
compact  the  best  that  mortals  can  devise,  which 
like  the  constitution  of  England,  puts  the  most 
effectual  barriers  to  every  evil  which  may  occur  in 
an  association  of  corrupt  individuals.  In  Britain, 
alone  exists  that  just  balance  between  all  degrees  of 
the  state  that  renders  each  order  in  it  equally  de- 
pendent on,  and  necessary  to  the  other  ;  which, 
placing  the  power  of  every  rank  in  exact  counter- 
poise, consolidates  and  strengthens  a  government 
that  the  experience  of  ages  has  proved  to  be  su- 
perlatively judicious. 

"  But  from  the  very  perfection  of  the  British 
constitution,  its  destruction  may  originate  :  in  its 
power  of  correcting  abuses  that  may  arise,  and 
regenerating  itself  by  the  repeal  and  enaction  of 
laws,  it  may  abrogate  those  on  which  its  welfare 
depends,  and  decree  others  destructive  of  a  system 
that  has  placed  it  on  a  pre-eminence  above  all  na- 
tions; unless  England,  ever  remaining  justly  proud 
of  her  acknowledged  superiority,  guard  with  a 
watchful  eye  her  true  interest  in  preserving  her 
glorious  constitution  from  any  violation  by  innova- 
tions,   which  bearing  the  semblance  of  reform, 
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may  be  proved  fallacious  when  tlie  evils  thus  in- 
troduced may  be  irremediable. 


"  It  often  happens  that  blessings  are  not  suffi- 
ciently prized  until  lost ;  and  it  is  too  frequently 
the  case  that  the  possessors  of  great  advantages  are 
less  sensible  of  their  value  than  those  who  are  not 
so  fortunately  situated  :  hence  it  arises,  that  the 
English  are  often  discontented  both  with  their 
climate  and  government  whilst  superlatively  blessed 
in  each. 

w  It  must  not,  however,"  continued  the  prince, 
u  be  imagined  that  in  this  opinion  [  depreciate  my 
own  country  and  its  laws  : — on  the  contrary,   I  am 
sensible  that  the   hand  of  Providence   dispenses 
over  the  whole  creation  an  equal  share  of  benefits  ; 
those  benefits  are  always  suited   to   the  situation, 
which  forms  the  national  manners  every  where  to 
characteristic  peculiarity — hence  it  naturally  fol- 
lows, that  the  inhabitants  of  every  place  imbibe  a 
partiality  for  their  own  country,  customs,  and  go- 
vernment, as  particularly  adapted  to  themselves  : 
this  disposition  of  strong  attachment  to  our  native 
land,  having  beneficial  consequences,  is  a  lauda- 
ble  sentiment,    unless   it   degenerate  to  illiberal 
prejudices  against  other  countries  and  every  nation 
whilst  we  prefer  our  own.     The  latter  is  allow- 
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able  and  even  amiable — the  former  is  equally  ab- 
surd as  it  is  unjust." 

The  prince  spoke  of  his  country  with  all  the 
affection  that  denoted  the  firmest  patriotism, 
mingled  with  the  utmost  liberality  :  he  mentioned 
his  father  with  extraordinary  reverence,  and  talked 
of  his  mother  in  terms  of  such  enthusiasm  as  did 
equal  honour  to  her  character  and  his  own. 

As  he  was  a  thorough  master  of  the  English 
language,  and  understood  French,  he  expressed 
his  thoughts  to  his  entertainers  with  as  much  ele- 
gance as  fluency  ;  and  telling  them  he  was  just  ar- 
rived from  Azimabad,  on  a  mission  from  his  fa- 
ther which  might  detain  him  some  time  at  Chan- 
denagore,  he  solicited  permission  to  renew  his 
visit ;  and  having  received  a  courteous  invita- 
tion from  the  viscount  and  Lady  Kinross,  the 
prince  soon  after  breakfast  took  leave  of  them 
and  Erina  with  a  grace  expressive  of  equal  senti- 
ment and  politeness. 

De  Biiangon  in  compliment  to  his  illustrious 
visitor,  attended  him  to  the  retinue  in  waiting  for 
him  at  the  front  of  the  house,  where  the  ladies 
repaired  to  take  a  view  of  the  elephant.  The 
stately  and  sagacious  animal,  as  if  conscious  of  his 
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pre-eminence  in  the  princely  cavaleade,  moved 
with  a  dignity  that  seemed  to  render  him  worthy 
of  bearing  the  noble  commander  of  a  sovereign's 
train. — The  grand  creature  was  one  of  the  largest 
of  his  kind — his  gigantic  size  appeared  astonishing, 
encreased  as  it  seemed  by  the  lofty  tower  on  his 
back,  while  his  amazing  bulk  was  rendered  more 
conspicuous  by  a  covering  of  scarlet  velvet  richly 
fringed  all  round,  and  embossed  at  the  four  cor- 
ners with  gold  work  terminated  with  tassels  reach- 
ing nearly  to  the  ground. — The  enormous  chest  of 
the  elephant  and  his  forehead  were  ornamented  by 
plates  of  gold  wrought  in  the  richest  manner,  and 
fastened  with  trappings  of  scarlet  decorated  with 
golden  studs  and  chains. — His  conductor  sat  on 
his  neck,  and  an  attendant  gayly  habited  with  an 
eastern  fan  in  his  hand,  was  stationed  behind  the 
seat  in  the  tower,  the  golden  pillars  and  scarlet 
canopy  of  which,  wrought  in  the  most  costly  man- 
ner, and  richly  fringed  and  tasselled  all  around  like 
the  elephant's  covering,  glittered  in  dazzling  efful- 
gence to  the  brilliant  beams  of  an  Indian  noon 
when  the  sun  shone  in  its  brightest  splendour. 

A  camel  on  each  side  of  the  elephant  surrounded 
by  sumpter  horses  magnificently  caparisoned, 
armed  horsemen,  and  a  crowd  of  pedestrian  at- 
tendants, bearing  various  insignia  of  their  offices 
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in  the  prince's  service,  stood  in  order  amidst  his 
train,  and  saluted  him  in  the  Asiatic  manner  on 
his  appearance  as  he  advanced  towards  them, 
while  in  his  lofty  air  the  stately  demeanour  of  so- 
vereign rank  was  admirably  blended  with  the  most 
gracious  princely  courtesy. 

Leaving  Rosaline  and  Erina  in  the  colonnade, 
he  descended  the  steps  leading  from  it,  and  taking 
the  bridle  of  the  beautiful  steed  which  had  brought 
Erina  home,  the  prince  conducted  the  well- 
trained  creature  to  her,  and  soliciting  her  accept- 
ance of  it,  he  assured  her  he  thought  the  horse 
that  had  been  honoured  by  carrying  her,  too  highly 
dignified  to  be  employed  in  any  service  but  her 
own. 

Erina,  who  had  equal  spirit  and  delicacy,  felt 
them  revolt  at  the  idea  of  laymg  herself  under 
such  an  obligation  to  a  stranger,  as  to  accept  a 
present  not  only  extremely  costly,  but  almost  in- 
valuable :  for  the  horse  from  his  extraordinary 
beauty  and  qualities  she  judged  must  be  most 
highly  appreciated,  and  his  furniture,  enriched 
as  it  was  with  gold,  she  was  certain  could  not  fail 
of  being  very  precious. 

The  manner  iu  which  the  gift  had  been  offered 
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made  Erina  feel  that  the  mode  of  her  refusal 
should  be  equally  delicate  ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
the  gracious  elegance  of  her  rejection,  she  per- 
ceived it  had  wounded  a  nobly  generous  and  ex- 
quisitely feeling  mind.  "  I  am  aware,"  said  the 
prince,  "  that  some  apology  may  be  requisite  to 
an  European  lady  for  the  liberty  1  have  taken  in 
offering  a  gift  on  iirst  acquaintance"-— 

The  prince  looked  grave,  and  paused  : — Erina 
smiled  and  courtesied  with,  an  expression  which 
seemed  to  acknowledge  herself  extremely  grateful 
for,  rather  than  the  least  offended  by,  an  act  of 
gallant  courtesy  5  while  the  prince,  assuming  an 
air  of  dignity  tempered  by  politeness,  assured  her 
the  manners  of  his  country  not  only  authorised, 
but  absolutely  demanded  the  homage  of  a  present 
on  introduction  to  a  person  of  superior  preten- 
sions.— A  profound  obeisance  pointed  this  com- 
pliment as  it  was  intended,  and  a  deep  blush  suf- 
fusing the  beauteous  cheeks  of  Erina,  evinced  her 
heart  understood  the  gallantry  of  the  prince,  who 
saying  with  a  look  of  mingled  admiration  and  de- 
ference, that  he  dared  not  presume  to  repeat  an 
offer  which  had  not  been  honoured  by  acceptance, 
paid  the  graceful  homage  of  an  Asiatic  salutation 
to  each  of  the  company,  and  vaulting  on  the  ele- 
phant with  elegant  agility,  he  bent  in  a  parting 
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salute  to  the  viscount,  Rosaline,  and  Erina,  wliilc 
they  stood  in  admiration  of  the  pre-eminent  graces 
of  their  illustrious  visitor,  as  his  train  moved  oft  in 
an  equally  superb  and  impressive  pomp. 

As  Erina  followed  the  departing  cavalcade  with 
a  gaze  of  pleasure,  her  friend  Lady  Kinross  raptu- 
rously extolled  the  beauty,  the  elegance,  the  taste, 
the  sense,  and  above  all  the  incomparable  gallan- 
try of  die  prince.     To  those  high  encomiums  the 
grateful  girl,  who  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  she  was  indebted  to  the  handsome  and 
noble  stranger  for  a  miraculous  preservation  from 
a  dreadfully  sudden  death,  or,  perhaps,  a  horridly 
lingering  existence  in  excruciating  torments,  from 
the  terrible  fracture  of  limbs,  joined  not  only  her 
tribute  of  praise,  but  of  the  most  lively  gratitude 
towards  her  deliverer.     Enlarging  on  tl  is  pleasing 
theme  she  was  retiring  to  her  chamber  when  the 
gay  de  Brian§on,  after  uniting  in   the  eulogiums 
on   their    illustrious    visitor,  told  Erina  she  had 
done  amiss  in  refusing  the  offer  of  the  beautiful 
horse,  as  lie  .should  insist  on  her  own  being  en- 
tirely discarded. — "  Should  the  deserter  ever  be 
seized,"    cried   the  viscount,  "   we   must  hold  a 
court-martial  on  him,  and  as  he  must  be   found 
guilty   of  disobedience   of  orders  and  cowardice 
prior  to  desertion,  I  should  sentence  the  deliu- 
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quent  to  three  distinct  punishments  in  the  succes- 
sion of  his  offences — in  the  first  place  he  should  be 
flogged — his  second  chastisement  should  be  a  dis- 
missal from  the  service — and  lastly,  after  the  me- 
rited degradation  of  being  broken,  since  he  has 
proved  himself  unworthy  of  remaining  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  fair  mistress,  he  should  certainly  be 
shot  as  a  deserter." 

Erina  laughed  at  this  odd  flight  of  the  viscount ; 
— then  retiring  to  her  room  she  seized  the  first 
moment  of  seclusion  to  offer  up  a  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving  to  Heaven  for  the  signal  mercies  she 
had  that  morning  received.  The  strain  in  her  foot 
had  occasioned  a  slight  swelling,  attended  with 
encreased  uneasiness,  which  every  moment  re- 
minded her  of  her  fortunate  escape,  and  forcibly 
impressed  on  her  the  almost  miraculous  deliver- 
ance from  the  imminent  danger  of  sudden  destruc- 
tion, or'  the  still  more  shocking  fate  of  living  in 
torture,  to  drag  on  an  existence,  without  any  en- 
joyment, as  a  miserably  maimed  and  helpless  ob- 
ject, a  burthen  to  herself,  and  still  more  so  to 
those  kind  friends  on  whom  she  was  now  thrown  a 
dependant.  As  the  peril  she  had  escaped  passed 
in  review  through  her  imagination,  innumerable 
tumultuous  sensations  crowded  into  her  mind  and 
awakened  her  sensibility  to  the  strongest  emotions* 
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amongst  which  gratitude  to  Providence  and  to  the 
instrument  of  its  mercy,  was  the  most  powerful 
sentiment. 

Rosaline  now,  according  to  custom,  summoned 
her  friend  to  the  varando,  where  they  usually 
passed  the  morning  in  their  various  elegant  em- 
ployments. 

No  longer  afraid  of  alarming  Rosaline,  Erina 
mentioned  the  trivial  inconvenience  she  experi- 
enced from  the  sprain,  and  consented  to  submit  it 
to  the  care  of  a  medical  attendant  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  her  anxious  friends.  As  the  injury  was  of 
little  consequence,  a  few  remedies,  and  a  short 
confinement,  restored  her  to  perfect  ease,  and  en- 
tire freedom. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  account  of  her  accident, 
as  might  naturally  be  expected,  was  mentioned  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  in  every  house  in  and 
about  Chandenagore,  where,  as  may  easily  be 
supposed,  the  intelligence  of  the  admired  Erina's 
escape  from  destruction  through  the  intervention 
of  the  newly  arrived  and  handsome  prince  of  Azi- 
mabad,  made  him  the  hero  of  a  tale,  which  be- 
came for  several  days  the  constant  theme  of  every 
society,  where  the  various  dispositions  of  the  seve- 
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ral  circles  made  innumerable  comments  and  addi- 
tions to  the  story  as  it  passed  in  frequent  repetition 
in  its  circulation. 

A  crowd  of  enquirers  respecting  Ei  ina's  health 
daily  and  hourly  resorted  to  the  villa  she  inhabited, 
where  her  deliverer  was  mentioned  with  the  voice 
of  praise  that  did  justice  to  his  merits,  while  Erina 
with  delicate  encomiums  readily  acknowledged  her 
obligations  to  the  gallant  prince. 

With  anxious  solicitude  he  himself  regularly 
waited  on  Rosaline  and  her  fair  friend,  whom  he 
found  constantly  surrounded  by  a  train  of  visitors 
equally  assiduous  as  he  was  in  paying  the  homage 
of  adulation. — His,  however,  evinced  itself  in  at- 
tentions so  peculiarly  elegant  and  delicately  refined, 
that  Erina  could  not  avoid  drawing  continual  com- 
parisons between  him  and  a  crowd  of  yoflng cox- 
combs, who  endeavoured  to  be  distinguished  by 
their  assiduities  to  the  belle  whom  the  unanimous 
voice  declared  superlatively  lovely.  Amongst 
those  who  were  candidates  for  Erina's  smiles,  the 
Count  de  TArmencour  was  the  foremost  in  preten- 
sion :  his  rank,  fortune,  and  high  opinion  of  him- 
self, rendered  him  the  most  pre-eminent  gentle- 
man in  the  settlement ;  and  the  date  of  his  ac- 
quaintance with  Lady  Kinross  and  her  fair  friend 
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snd  charge,  prior  to  their  arrival  at  Chandenagore, 
gave  him  claims  to  their  attention  superior  to  those 
the  society  of  the  settlement  could  boast  :  on  the 
plea  therefore  of  having  been  the  fellow-passenger 
of  Rosaline's  and  Erina's  voyage  to  India,  he 
founded  a  right  to  intimacy  which  they  could 
scarcely  refuse  the  superior  officer  of  de  Brian- 
gon's  regiment,  without  a  gross  violation  of  civi- 
lity, and  an  infringement  of  propriety,  in  which 
the  interest  of  the  viscount  was  too  much  implica- 
ted to  admit  of  Rosaline's  and  Erina's  risking  the 
chance  of  offending  the  Count's  pride,  as  they  were 
sensible  he  would  revenge  any  insult  of  that  kind 
by  an  affront  which  the  high  spirit  of  de  Bi  iancon 
would  prompt  him  to  notice  in  a  manner  that 
must  terminate  fatally  to  him  in  every  possible  cir* 
cumstance  and  event. 

The  gratitude  Lady  Kinross  and  Erina  felt  tow- 
ards their  kind  protector  and  agreeable  friend  and 
companion  the  viscount,  independent  of  innumer- 
able other  considerations  of  an  equally  delicate 
nature,  made  them  resolve  to  tolerate  the  visits  of 
de  l'Armencour,  although  they  did  not  at  all 
esteem  his  character.  In  consequence  of  his 
assumed  claims,  which  it  would  have  been  impru- 
dent for  Rosaline  and  her  gentle  friend  to  dispute, 
the  count  was  a  daily  member  of  their   society. 
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His  conduct  ever  decorous  and  even  unexceptiona- 
ble in  every  respect  towards  the  viscount's  family, 
entitled  him  to  all  the  civilities,  courtesy  and 
hospitality  prescribe ;  and  under  the  pretensions 
of  his  rank  in  life,  and  in  the  army,  and  a  pro- 
fessed regard  for  de  Briancon,  de  I'Armencour 
was  received  politely,  not  only  as  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  the  viscount,  but  as  his  intimate 
friend. 

Although  motives  of  vanity,  equally  with  incli- 
nation, impelled  him  to  pay  the  most  marked  at- 
tention to  Erina,  as  the  most  beautiful,  the  most 
accomplished,  the  highest  born,  and  the  most  ce- 
lebrated girl  wherever  she  appeared  ;  yet  the  assi- 
duities of  the  count,  notwithstanding  they  were 
noticed  by  the  whole  settlement,  as  he  intended 
they  should  be,  to  encrease  the  consequence  and 
reputation  of  pre-eminent  fashion  which  he  was 
ambitious  of  acquiring,  were  not  of  a  nature  to 
admit  of  Erina's  delicacy  appearing  to  understand 
their  meaning  ;  her  virgin  modesty  made  her 
shrink  from  the  indecorum  of  shewing  the  least 
inclination  of  arrogating  to  herself  unavowed  assi- 
duities by  declaredly  rejecting  them ;  but  the  deli- 
cacy and  timidity  that  restrained  her  from  acknow- 
ledging the  appropriation  of  an  undeclared  lover's 
attentions,  rendered  her  as  distant  and  reserved  in 
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her  behaviour  to  the  count  as  it  was  possible  to 
be  without  prudery  or  affectation. — Gay  without 
levity,  she  united  the  most  correct  prudence  to 
perfect  ease  of  address,  while  the  refinement  of 
her  manners  evinced  the  purity  of  her  mind,  and 
her  virgin  delicacy  in  every  look,  word,  and  action, 
pourtrayed  the  most  becoming  maiden  modesty 
combined  with  vivacity,  and  innocence,  which 
made  her  the  child  of  nature. 

The  affable  courtesy  with  which  she  received 
the  attentions  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintance, 
prevented  any  of  them  feeling  themselves  particu- 
larly distinguished  by  favours  equally  shewn  to  all 
the  visitors  and  associates  of  de  Brianeon  and  lady 
Kinross. — Nothing  but  the  consummate  conceit 
of  the  Count  de  l'Armencour  could  have  made  him 
flatter  himself  that  the  politeness  of  Erina  was  a 
demonstration  of  regard  for  him,  and  nothing  but 
the  vanity  which  persuaded  him  he  was  ever  the 
chief  object  of  admiration  and  consequence  in  all 
companies  he  frequented,  could  have  convinced 
him  he  was  distinguished  by  Erina's  partiality, 
whilst  the  only  preference-  she  shewed  amongst 
her  general  acquaintance  was  directed  as  a  just 
tribute  of  the  most  lively  gratitude  she  felt  due.  to 
her  illustrious  deliverer.  Whenever  the  pnnce 
was  announced  in  his  constant  evening  visits  at  ti*e 
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villa,  Erina's  eyes  sparkled  with  pleasure;  the 
heightened  glow  in  her  cheeks  evinced  the  youth 
was  infinitely  more  interesting  in  her  opinion,  than 
the  crowd  of  adulators  by  whom  she  was  always 
surrounded. — She  took  no  pains  to  conceal  that 
the  respectful  obeisance  of  the  prince,  his  ratio- 
nal and  generally  serious  conversation,  and  the 
tacit  commendation  of  one  approving  look  from 
his  intelligent  and  expressive  eyes,  was  more 
agreeable  to  her  than  all  the  compliments,  the 
flattering  speeches,  and  incessant  assiduities  even 
of  the  most  esteemed  characters  amongst  the  Eu- 
ropean visitors  of  her  friends.  Often  indeed,  she 
was  led  to  draw-  a  coaipaiison  between  the  amia- 
ble Asiatic,  and  the  coxcombs  of  the  settlement, 
in  whose  presence  the  illustrious  youth  shone  as  a 
diamond  of  the  first  brilliancy  when  compared 
with  its  worst  imitation.  United  to  the  most 
nobly  courteous  manners  of  a  prince,  Jaffier  Ma- 
hom:d  in  every  look,  word,  and  action,  evinced 
he  was  born  not  only  to  rule,  but  to  be  a  hero. — 
Extraordinary  dignity  of  deportment  softened  by 
that  politeness  which  shews  itself  to  be  as  much 
the  impulse  of  a  gentle  and  benevolent  nature,  as 
the  effect  of  highly  polished  education,  gave  to 
the  prince  that  soft  tone  of  voice  and  sweetness  of 
address  that  universal ry  win  the  heart ;  preposses- 
sing every  one  with  a  favourable  opinion  of  a  per- 


OR,    GUARDIAN  GENII.  363 

son  even  in  the  lowest  class  of  life,  if  gifted  with 
this  engaging  urbanity,  and  rendering  those  of  the 
highest  rank  pre-eminently  charming  to  all  with 
whom  they  associate. 

A  short  time  after  Erina's  accident,  Rosaline 
invited  a  numerous  company  to  an  evening  enter- 
tainment which  was  to  consist  of  a  concert  and 
supper.  Several  professors  of  music  and  some 
amateur  performers  were  engaged,  to  aid  the  pow- 
ers of  Lady  Kinross  and  her  friend  in  the  charm- 
ing art  of  vocal  and  instrumental  harmony,  who, 
on  the  appointed  evening  assembled  at  the  villa. 

Every  apartment  in  it  was  thrown  open,  accord- 
ing to  the  Indian  custom,  and  splendidly  lighted 
with  wax,  while  the  front  and  back  varando  were 
brilliantly  illuminated  with  lamps  ranged  round  the 
cornice,  balustrade,  and  wreathing  spirally  about 
the  pillars,  between  which  festoons  of  lights  inter- 
mingled with  rich  garlands  of  flowers  hanging 
amidst  a  blaze  of  lamps,  threw  an  appearance  of 
festive  enchantment  on  the  scene.  The  moon 
shining  in  full  radiance  in  an  unclouded  sky,  thickly 
studded  with  innumerable  sparkling  stars,  which 
glittered  with  encreased  effulgence  from  the  dark- 
blue  of  the  clear  and  serene  firmament,  silvered 
the  dew-bespangled  garden,  every  shrub  of  which 
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glistened  with  dewy  moisture,  and  swarms  of  fire- 
flies twinkling  with  phosphoric  brightness  as  they 
hung  in  myriads  on  every  tree  and  flower,  and 
blade  of  grass,  giving  as  it  were  an  effect  of  magi- 
cal lustre  to  the  surrounding  shades ;  while  the 
broad  argentine  stream  of  the  beautiful  river,  seen 
from  every  room,  as  its  rapid  current  glided  lu- 
cent in  the  moon-beam,  and  the  distant  lights 
gleaming  from  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Hoogley, 
completed  the  brilliancy  of  a  scene  which  cannot 
be  described  with  justice. 

As  Rosaline  and  her  friend  were  seated  in  the 
varando  nearest  the  river,  enjoying  a  view  of  the 
united  splendours  of  art  and  nature,  where  each 
seemed  to  vie  with  the  other,  their  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  number  of  advancing  lights  which 
announced  the  arrival  of  the  expected  guests. 
Among  a  train  of  attendants,  some  of  whom  bore 
shields  and  scimitars,  while  others  carried  massive 
staves  of  silver  and  gold  that  glittered  to  the  flames 
of  branching  flambeaux  elevated  as  insignia  of 
high  dignity  ;  a  fly-palanquin,  as  a  seat  of  state, 
enriched  with  a  canopy  of  scarlet  velvet  embroi- 
dered, fringed,  and  tasselled  with  gold,  and  sup- 
ported by  four  scarlet-liveried  bearers,  approached 
from  the  gate  leading  to  the  villa.  This  train  be- 
spoke the  arrival  of  the  prince  of  Azimabad,  who 
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was  soon  announced  according  to  the  Eastern  man* 
ner,  and,  in  conformity  with  the  ceremony  due  to 
the  rank  of  his  illustrious  visitor,  the  viscount  de 
Briangon  welcomed  J  after  Mahomed  at  his  en- 
trance into  the  house,  and  conducted  them  to  the 
ladies. 

Whilst  Rosaline  and  Erina  watched  his  ap- 
proach, they  were  struck  with  the  extraordinary 
magnificence  of  his  dress. — It  was  similar  to 
in  which  they  had  seen  him  at  the  Opera- hau 
London,  but  if  possible,  more  rich,  and  a  greater 
profusion  of  jewels  glittered  in  his  diadem,  his 
turban,  on  his  vest,  and  the  band  of  gold  tissue 
which  encompassed  his  waist. — From  the  dagger 
he  wore  in  his  girdle,  chains  of  diamonds,  like 
those  that  encircled  his  neck,  hung  in  numerous 
drops,  clasped  with  studs  of  rubies,  emeralds, 
topaz,  amethysts,  and  sapphires.  Clusters  of  these 
precious  'gems  darted  varied  lustre  from  his  taste- 
ful turban  of  gold  tissue,  and  armlets  of  brilliants 
added  splendour  to  a  habit  equally  rich,  pictu- 
resque, and  becoming. 

As  he  bent  in  an  Asiatic  salutation  to  Rosaline 
and  Erina,  a  look  of  inexpressible  sentiment  gave 
interest  both  to  his  fine  countenance  and  figure — 
sensibility  beamed  in  the  glances  of  his  eyes,  the 
tenderest  benevolence  sweetened  his  smile,  the 
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most  refined  courtesy  softened  his  voice  to  melli- 
fluous tones  and  cadence,  and  intelligence  com- 
bined with  finished  politeness,  rendered  him  at 
once  the  most  attractive  and  interesting  of  be- 


Taking,  as  usual,  his  seat  near  Erina,  he  began 
to  discourse,  according  to  custom,  on  serious, 
elegant,  and  sentimental  subjects,  until  a  throng 
of  guests  entering,  diverted  the  attention  of  the 
amiable  girl.  A  crowd  of  young  Frenchmen  soon 
gathered  round  her,  and  adulated  her  with  com- 
plimentary speeches  while  the  prince  silently  with- 
drew, yet  paid  the  more  flattering  assiduity  of  ri- 
veted observation  on  her  every  glance,  word,  and 
action.  When  the  Count  de  1'Armencour  was 
announced,  the  beaux  who  had  aspired  lo  engross 
the  greatest  share  of  Erina's  smiles,  yielded  their 
place  to  the  man  whose  vanity  made  him  esteem 
himself  the  most  favoured  of  lovars,  though  yet 
undeclared.  The  easy  familiarity  of  de  1'Armen- 
cour declared  conceit  and  self-sufficiency  rather 
than  love  :  yet  the  charms  of  the  lovely  object  to 
whose  affections  he  pretended  had  inspired  him 
with  as  lively  sentiments  for  her  as  the  highest 
admiration  of  himself  could  allow  of  his  feeling 
for  any  one. — In  his  passion  for  the  celebrated  and 
beautiful   Erina,  the   count's  self-love  was  grati- 
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fied  so  as  to  render  his  attachment  for  her  stronger 
and  more  constant  than  any  sentiment  he  had  ever 
felt  for  any  other  woman  ;  he  pursued  her  how- 
ever with  desire  rather  than  affection,  and  in  his 
attentions  to  her  there  was  not  that  refined  delicacy^ 
that  undescribable  assiduity,  that  undefinable  timi- 
dity, which,  as  an  invariable  attendant  on  true 
love,  discovers  it  even  without  a  declaration  of 
itself  in  a  manner  that  must  touch  the  most  insen- 
sible object  with  tenderest  sensations  of  pity, 
even  when  the  heart  is  not  disposed  to  return,  or 
even  encourage  the  sentiment. 

Erina  was  so  thoroughly  unconscious  of  her 
own  attractions,  and  so  little  versed  in  the  subject 
of  gallantry,  that  the  count's  would  have  escaped 
her  notice,  had  not  de  Briangon,  in  raillying  her 
'  on  the  theme,  announced  to  her  the  intentions  of 
de  l'Armencour.  Unauthorized  as  she  felt  herself 
to  reject  attentions,  the  aim  of  which  remained 
undeclared,  she  flattered  herself  tbatj  without 
pointedly  avoiding  his  civilities,  a  polite  indiffe- 
rence to  his  assiduities  would  sufficiently  explain 
to  him  how  impossible  it  would  be  for  him  ever 
to  interest  her  heart :  but  the  count  was  too  much 
impressed  with  a  high  estimation  of  his  power  to 
charm,  to  doubt  of  Erina's  eagerly  accepting  the 
addresses  of  a  man  of  his  consequence  whene V(  r 
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he  avowed  a  serious  wish  to  obtain  her  hand  :  the 
opinion  he  entertained  of  women  in  general,  with 
whom  he  had  been  too  successful  to  allow  of  his 
thinking  highly  of  the  virtue  of  the  sex,  did  not 
prevent  his  giving  some  credit  to  their  prudence  ; 
and  to  this  quality  rather  than  to  genuine  modesty, 
he  attributed  the  decorous  reserve  of  Erina.  An 
admiration  of  her  beauty,  instead  of  the  least  ap- 
preciation of  her  mental  perfections,  made  him 
desirous  of  gaining  her  person,  without  an  ardent 
wish  to  fix  her  affections.  Thu3  empassioned, 
rather  than  tenderly  attached,  the  Count  de  I'Ar- 
mencour  followed  Erina  more  from  fashion,  and 
the  hope  of  being  regarded  as  the  favoured  lover 
of  a  girl  universally  admired,  than  because  he  was 
deeply  enamoured.  The  anxious  desire  of  distin- 
guishing himself  by  attentions  to  a  celebrated 
beauty  of  high  birth,  as  he  understood  her  descent 
was  both  ancient  and  illustrious,  and  the  gratifica- 
tion he  anticipated  in  rivalling  a  numerous  train  of 
admirers  who  adulated  Erina,  and  killing  all  the 
ladies  who  he  was  vain  enough  to  imagine  must 
absolutely  be  languishing  in  love  for  him,  and 
who  would  therefore  certainly  die  of  envy  and  jea- 
lousy by  his  distinguishing  with  the  title  of  Coun- 
tess, the  superiorly  accomplished  and  superlatively 
beautiful  Erina,  afforded  such  exquisite  delight  to 
the  vanity  of  the  conceited  de  l'Armencour  at  the 
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present,  as  to  prevent   his  feeling  impatient  for 
the  triumph  he  was  assured  he  could  not  fail   to 
obtain  whenever   he   desired    it. — His  attentions 
were  calculated  to  monopolize  Erina  rather  than 
to  woo  her,  and  to   prevent  the  addresses  of  any 
other  admirer  whilst  he  delayed  the  offer  of  his 
hand  in  order  to   be  courted  by  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  place,  where  as  a  man  of  rank  and 
fortune  many  flattered  him  with  the  most  assiduous 
adulation   to   engage  him   as   a   match    for    their 
daughters,  their  sisters,  or  any  girl  for  whom  they 
were  highly  interested.     The  marked  attentions  he 
paid  Erina  had  rendered  her  an  object  of  envy  to 
a  number  of  girls  and  their  parents  ;  but  she  was 
too  unassuming  and   too  perfect  to  afford  envy  it- 
self the  power  of  uttering  one  syllable  in  her  dis- 
favour, and  those  who  most  feared  her  as  a  rival, 
were  compelled  to  unite  in  the  public  voice  which 
unanimously  declared  her   incomparable  both   in 
mind,  accomplishments,  aud  person. 

On  the  night  of  Rosaline's  concert,  Erina,  ever 
desirous  to  please  from  the  sweetness  of  her  dis- 
position rather  than  from  any  wish  of  exciting  ad- 
miration, exerted  herself  particularly  to  be  agreea- 
ble, as  a  delicate  attention  to  her  friends,  and  in 
honour  to  the  entertainment  which  they  were  anx- 
ious to  render  as  charming  as  possible,  in  return 
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for  the  hospitality  which  had  been  shewn  them  on 
their  arrival  in  that  country.  The  utmost  bene- 
volence, the  most  elegant  politeness,  evinced  itself 
in  every  look  and  word  of  Lady  Kinross  and  her 
lovely  friend,  as  they  addressed  the  circle  of  their 


After  the  overture  which  opened  the  concert,  a 
duet  on  the  piano-forte  and  harp  shewed  the  musi- 
cal powers  and  taste  of  Rosaline  and  Erina  to  the 
highest  advantage.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  piece 
which  equally  surprised  and  delighted  the   com- 
pany, 'a  buz  of  applause  and  innumerable  compli- 
ments declared  the  effeet  the  charming  musicians 
had  produced.     Amongst  a  throng  of  beaux  who 
crowded  round  Erina  to  pay  the  tribute  of  adula- 
tion, the  Count  de  l'Armencour  praised  her  talents 
with  the  ease  of  a  courtier  anxious  to  display  his 
high  breeding,  rather  than  impelled  by  feeling  the 
eulogium  due  ;  while  his  air  evinced  he  was  proud 
of  Erina's  accomplishments,  as  they  tended  more 
to  give  him  a  figure  than  to  charm  him   as  a  pre- 
tender to  her  favour.     Apprized  of  his  views,  and 
acquainted  with   his    character  as  Erina  had  for 
some  time  been,  it  was  not  difficult  for  her  pene- 
tration to  fathom  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  de 
l'Armencour,  and  she  could  scarcely  forbear  dis- 
covering the   contempt  and  even  dislike  she  had 
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for  the  equally  vain  and  despicable  count.  As 
she  turned  from  him  with  disgust,  concealed  out 
of  politeness,  and  still  more  from  consideration  of 
her  friend  de  Briancon,  with  an  air  of  perfect  in- 
difference she  left  de  l'Armencour  to  enjoy  his 
self-sufficiency,  and  was  passing  through  a  circle 
of  gazing,  bowing,  and  smiling  young  coxcombs, 
when  she  met  the  prince  advancing  towards  her. 
As  he  profoundly  bent  in  a  graceful  reverence, 
while  he  thanked  her  for  the  exquisite  pleasure  her 
music  had  afforded  him,  there  was  something  in 
the  expression  of  his  countenance,  in  his  air,  and 
even  in  the  tones  of  his  voice,  which  said  to  her 
more  than  language  could  have  disclosed  ;  and 
Erina  experienced  more  gratification  from  the 
homage  of  the  prince's  thanks,  than  she  had  re- 
ceived from  the  flattering  panegyrics  of  all  the  rest 
of  the  company,  or  even  the  extraordinary  enco- 
miums of  the  musical  professors  who  lavishly  ex- 
tolled her  performance  as  superlatively  excellent. 

A  song  by  Erina  followed,  which  she  accom- 
panied on  the  harp,  while  an  encircling  crowd 
stood  round  her  in  mute  attention  to  the  dulcet 
tones  of  her  voice  and  instrument :  amongst  this 
throng  the  vain  de  rArmencour  rendered  himself 
impertinently  conspicuous  by  an  air  of  haughty 
sauciness,  and  a  look  of  proud  exultation  which 
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evinced  lie  arrogated  consequence  to  himself  from 
the  charms  and  accomplishments  of  Erina :  self- 
gratification,  more  than  admiration  of  her  extraor- 
dinary talents  and  beauty,  was  depicted  in  his 
countenance.  Close  beside  him  and  near  Erina 
the  prince  had  stationed  himself  in  rapt  attention 
to  the  lovely  musician,  and  the  sweet  harmony  she 
produced,  jaffier  Mahomed  had  not  heard  her 
either  play  or  sing  until  that  evening,  and  he  was 
equally  surprised  and  enchanted  by  her  admirable 
performance  of  an  Italian  air  which  she  gave  with 
all  the  varying  expression  that  could  denote  the 
different  passions  the  composers  of  the  verse  and 
modulation  had  intended  to  convey  by  the  force  of 
poetry  and  harmony.  The  prince  had  a  natural 
and  a  cultivated  taste  for  those  sister  arts,  and  he 
had  a  soul  to  feel  enthusiastically  all  the  power  of 
beauty  when  adorned  with  superior  intelligence, 
exquisite  sensibility,  and  superlative  virtue.  As 
he  hung  enraptured  on  the  seraphic  tones  of 
Erina's  voice,  and  the  sweet  melody  of  her  harp, 
he  marked  with  riveted  attention  the  matchless 
symmetry  of  her  form,  the  incomparable  grace  of 
her  every  movement  as  her  snowy  arms  stretched 
across  her  splendidly  decorated  and  gilded  instru- 
ment, while  her  beauteous  hand  and  roseat  taper 
fingers  sometimes  swept  the  strings  in  soft  arpegio 
glided  over  them  in  light  touches  in  accompani- 
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Blent  to  the  dying  cadence  of  her  thrilling  notes,  or 
rapidly  flew  to  strike  with  force  full-vibrating 
chords  of  spirited  harmony  to  the  swelling  tones  of 
her  clear,  sweet,  flexible,  and  commanding  voice 
in  the  quick  movement  of  her  varied  song ;  while 
to  the  changing  modulation  aud  sentiment,  her 
eves,  her  altering  colour,  her  every  feature  and 
gesture,  pourtrayed  her  as  the  muse  of  harmony  to 
the  prince's  fancy,  which  was  ever  warmed  with 
all  the  fire  of  enthusiastic  genius,  and  which  was 
now  additionally  animated  by  the  most  refined 
ardours  of  love.  The  spark  of  that  energetic 
passion  the  beauty  of  Erina  at  the  first  glance  of 
her  had  kindled  in  his  heart,  now  became  a  flame 
which  had  taken  too  much  hold  of  his  soul  to  be 
extinguished.  As  absorbed  in  the  sentiment  that 
had  taken  possession  of  him,  he  gazed  enraptured 
on  jirina,  her  eyes  caught  his  fixed  on  her  with  an 
expression  impossible  to  be  either  unnoticed  or 
misunderstood. — Whilst  the  prince  looked  the 
object  of  his  attention  aud  admiration  felt  the 
sensibility  that  beamed  in  his  glances  awaken  the 
susceptibility  of  her  heart. —  A  new  and  mixed 
sensation  of  satisfaction  and  uneasiness  pervaded 
her  mind,  aud  so  confused  her  ideas  that  she  found 
some  difficulty  in  proceeding  to  the  conclusion  of 
tar  song,  which  described  in  the  strong  and  deli- 
cate language  of  the  elegant  dramatic  bard  Metas- 
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tasio,  the  ardour  and  purity,  the  hopes  and  fears, 
and  the  unalterable  constancy  of  an  exalted  affec- 
tion for  a  youthful  prince  in  a  virgin  soul.  Aware 
that  Jaffier  Mahomed  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  svords  she  sung,  Erina  blushed  and  trembled, 
while  her  faltring  voice  declared  the  agitation  she 
wished  anxiously  to  conceal  :  her  confusion,  en- 
creased  from  the  wish  to  hide  it. — In  her  heighten- 
ing blushes,  her  down-cast  looks,  and  tremulous 
voice,  the  vain  de  rArmencour  read  a  passion  for 
himself,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  her  he  smiled  with 
encreased  self-sufficiency :  then  glanced  around 
with  an  expression  of  arrogance  to  assume  the 
meaning  of  Erina's  embarrassment  to  an  involun- 
tarily discovered  affection  for  him  ;  while  the 
prince  with  the  delicate  timidity  of  true  love, 
withdrew  his  eyes  from  the  confused  maid  to  lessen* 
her  visible  emotion  ;  which,  with  the  fear  insepa- 
rable from  a  real  passion,  he  apprehended  had 
not  himself  for  its  object.  In  averting  his  regards 
from  Erina,  he  perceived  the  count  surveying  her 
with  a  look  declarative  of  the  pride  of  a  favoured 
lover. 

The  song  being  now  concluded,  a  circle  of 
complimenters  once  more  pressed  round  the  mo- 
dest Erina,  who  felt  herself  extremely  abashed  on 
meeting  the  eyes   of    the   prince.     By    a   silent 
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obeisance  he  tacitly  expressed  more,  if*  possible, 
than  in  his  former  acknowledgment  of  obligation, 
and  the  beauteous  countenance  of  the  embarrassed 
girl  was  suffused  with  deep  blushes  as  she  smiled 
her  thanks  for  the  prince's  commendations,  which 
were  too  well  expressed  to  be  mistaken  even  by  the 
diffidence  which  made  Erina  feel  she  had  not  suc- 
ceeded in  her  last  musical  performance  according 
to  her  wishes. — This  amiable  diffidence,  discovered 
without  affectation,  would  have  rendered  a  very 
indifferent  song  absolutely  charming  ;  but  Erina's 
vocal  powers  had  never  less  required  the  engaging 
quality  of  modesty  to  obtain  the  praise  of  excel- 
lence in  declining  the  least  pretension  to  triumph 
in  it. 

Taking  her  seat  amidst  a  range  of  young  and 
handsome  women,  she  unconsciously  afforded  a 
'most  striking  proof  of  the  pre-eminence  of  her 
charms  over  beauty,  acknowledged  even  in  her 
presence,  while  declared  extremely  inferior  to  that 
indescribable  loveliness  that  rendered  her  irresisti- 
bly captivating. 

The  count,  according  to  custom,  took  his 
stand  behind  her  chair,  to  guard  her  ear  from  the 
tender  nonsense  a  crowd  of  young  coxcombs  would 
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have  offered  as  the  homage  of  gallantry.  Inatten- 
tive to  that  of  de  rArmencour,  Erina  conversed 
with  her  female  associates  until  some  instrumental 
music  and  a  song,  performed  by  a  French  lady 
who  had  the  reputation  of  an  admirable  voice  and 
taste,  silenced  the  company,  and  forced  them  to 
feel  the  superiority  of  Erina's  musical  talents. 
During  this  exertion  of  skill,  which  while  it  ob- 
tained merited  applause,  added  fresh  tributes  to 
the  wreath  of  Erina's  celebrity  by  shewing  how 
difficult  it  was  even  for  great  powers  to  follow 
humbly  where  hcr's  led,  she  occasionally  encoun- 
tered the  eyes  of  the  prince  riveted  on  her  :  appa- 
rently unmindful  of  the  music,  he  had  stationed 
himself  opposite  to  Erina,  on  whom  he  gazed 
absorbed  in  thought;  whilst  she,  remarking  the 
peculiar  grace  of  his  unstudied  attitude,  and  the 
sentimental  expression  of  his  fine  countenance  as 
he  stood  lost  in  abstraction,  could  not  avoid 
drawing  a  comparison  infinitely  to  his  advantage 
when  she  turned  from  the  interesting  contemplation 
of  his  handsome- face  and  inimitable  figure,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  men  who  surrounded  him.. 
The  prince's  commanding  stature,  his  dignified  air, 
his  incomparably  beautiful  features,  would  have 
distinguished  him  not  only  as  the  most  perfect 
being  that  could  be  seen  in  human  form,    but 
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would  have  sufficiently  marked  his  princely  rank  to 
prevent  its  being  mistaken,  even  hadJiis  attire  not 
been  so  magnificent  as  to  shew  him  born  to  sove- 
reignty. 

As  Erina  thought  of  his  elevated  station,  and 
reflected  that  he  was  heir  to  a  great  Eastern  prin- 
cipality, she  blushed  at  the  idea  she  had  that  even- 
ing admitted  into  her  imagination  that  she  had 
inspired  him  with  an  interest  superior  to  that  of 
the  friendship  he  openly  avowed  for  her  and  Ro- 
saline. Erina  severely  reproached  herself  for 
permitting  herself  to  be  deceived  into  a  foolish 
fancy,  by  a  species  of  vanity  she  despised. — She 
experienced  extreme  humiliation  from  the  reflec- 
tion on  her  absurd  notion,  as  she  termed  it,  that 
the  prince  regarded  her  with  more  than  common 
approbation  ;  and  resolved  for  the  future  never  to 
give  way  to  such  ridiculous  ideas,  from  the  con- 
viction that  it  is  equally  imprudent,  as  it  is  inde- 
corous and  nonsensical,  for  a  jemale  heart  to 
trust  itself  with  a  supposition  of  having  made 
a  conquest  until  it  be  declared,  lest  a  danger- 
ous prepossession  in  favour  of  an  agreeable  ob- 
ject, take  root  under  a  notion  the  sentiment  is 
authorized  by  a  congeniality  of  feeling;  and, 
thus  nurtured  to  maturity,  spread  itself  as  a 
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poisonous  zceed  difficult  to  be  eradicated,  until 
it  lay  waste  the  mind  and  become  fatal,  not 
onlu  to  peace,  but  the  fame  of  virgin  delicacy 
and  female  repute  ;  which  receiving  the  slightest 
stain  remains  irrecoverably  tarnished. 
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•*  tfnamiabie  qualities  must  as  invariably  disgusr,   as  virtuous  di«- 
posticus  charm  and  engage  the  heart  of  sensibility ." 


CHAP.  XIII. 


x\t  the  conclusion  of  the  first  part  of  the 
concert,  the  company  repaired  from  the  sa- 
loon, where  the  music  had  been  performed,  to 
the  varandos  where  refreshments  were  spread. 
As  all  the  apartments  were  heated  by  the  in- 
numerable lights,  and  the  great  crowd,  many 
were  tempted  by  the  serenity  of  the  moon-light 
evening,  to  wralk  into  the  refreshing  air  of  the 
garden.  To  breath  the  balmy  gale  that  scat- 
tered from  its  wings  rich  fragrance,  dropping 
fromunblossomed  shrubs,  andflowrets  steeped 
in  dew  :  Eriua  seated  kerself  under  the  colon- 
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nade  that  overlooked  the  river.  As  she  watched 
the  moon-beam  trembling  in  the  silver  cur- 
rent, and  saw  the  bright  luminary  of  night 
surrounded  by  a  starry  train,  her  thoughts 
were  led  to  the  reflection  that  the  same  planet 
which  shed  her  argentine  rays  on  the  rippling 
stream  of  the  Hoogley,  and  on  the  shades 
around  her,  would  spread,  in  a  short  time, 
softened  beams  over  the  lake  that  washed  the 
shores  of  her  native  woods.  The  village  of 
Glenrock,  the  groves  of  her  paternal  home, 
the  antiquated  walls  and  ivied  turrets  of  her 
grandsire's  mansion,  rose  to  her  mental  vision. 
Abstracted  from  the  present  scene,  her  thoughts 
presented  to  imagination  her  family  assembled 
in  an  autumnal  evening  round  the  social  hearth 
where  she  had  so  often  sported  with  youthful 
joy;  she  saw,  in  idea,  her  silver-headed  grand- 
sire  smiling  beneficence  on  the  domestic  cir- 
cle, that  endeavoured,  by  duteous  cares,  to 
cheer  his  hours  of  declining  life;  her  mother, 
her  brother,  were  pourtrayed  to  her  view. 
Erina's  fancy  depicted  a  tear  of  maternal  anxi- 
ety stealing  down  the  pale  care-faded  cheek 
of  her  widowed  parent,  while  fraternal  sorrow 
added  to  pining  love,  stole  every  tint  of  health- 
ful bloom  from  the  saddened  face  of  the  once 
Jively   Charles.    With  the   remembrance  of 


OR,    GUARDIAN    GEN  IT.  38  t 

her  brother,  that  of  her  friend  Seraphina,  and 
the  amiable  Wiknot,  pressed  on  the  heart  of 
Erina  a  painful  sensation.  She  thought  of 
her  brother's  and  Wil mot's  hopeless  passion  for 
pbjects  virtue  commanded  them  to  forget, 
and  sighing  heavily,  she  raised  her  eves  to 
Heaven,  while,  with  a  silent  prayer,  she  re- 
commended them  both  to  Divine  pity  and  sup- 
port. As  the  pious  girl  fixed  an  eye  of  re- 
ligious supplication  on  the  firmament,  in  the 
invocation  of  the  Great  Author  of  all  things, 
the  full-orbed  moon  beamed  on  a  tear  that 
the  ardour  for  abseiu  -datives  and  beloved 
friends,  had  can  ccl  to  spring  from  the  fountain 
of  tender  sei  n  Tit;  that  tear,  trembling  a 
moment  in  its  lustrous  source,  tell  in  lucent 
drops  upon  her  snowy  bosom,  as  it  heaved  a 
deep-jdrawn  sigh  to  the  fate  of  Charles  and 
Wilmot,  so  formed  to  live  inseparable,  yet, 
cruelly  doomed  to  absence  from  each  other, 
by  the  very  bonds  of  enthusiastic  friendship 
which  had  firmly  united  their  souls  in  a  noble 
affection,  that  prompted  each  to  sacrifice  his 
own  peace  for  the  happiness  of  his  friend. 

As  the  pensive  Erina  mourned  their  situa- 
tion, and  wished  her  own  admitted  of  allevi- 
ating their  sorrows,  her  tears   continued   tG 
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flow.  Removed  from  the  festive  throng,  who 
werebusied  in  refreshing  themselves,  and  stand- 
ing or  strolling  about  in  cheerful  groups,  the 
laugh  of  merriment,  and  the  hum  of  conver- 
sation interrupted  not  the  reflections,  checked 
not  the  tender  sigh,  neither  repressed  the 
tears  of  Erina.  She  flattered  herself  she  was 
unseen,  and  indulged  in  that  pleasing  melan- 
choly, which  is  a  species  of  enjoyment  to  the 
heart  of  sensibility,  especially  when  the  soul 
softened  by  recent  emotions,  or  scenes  that 
awaken  sentiment.  The  music  she  had  that 
evening  heard  and  performed,  the  view  of 
nature  veiled  in  the  shade  of  night,  and  re- 
posing hushed  in  stillness,  while  the  moon- 
beams rested  oh  the  tranquil  water,  and  the 
dew  descending  on  the  flowers,  while  they  ex- 
haled their  odour  to  the  evening  freshness,  all 
conspired  to  rouse  in  the  feeling  mind  of  Erina 
sensations  of  tender  seriousness;  and  leaning 
her  cheek  on  her  hand,  as  her  elbow  rested  on 
the  balustrade  of  the  varando,  she  wept  in 
pleasing  dejection,  as  she  believed,  unnoticed  : 
but  she  was  not  unheeded  as  she  imagined. 
The  count,  who  had  missed  her,  left  the  com- 
pany to  seek  her ;  and  perceiving  her  seated 
in  a  pensive  attitude,  he  hastened  to  her,  not 
to  detain  her  apart  in  a  private  tender  inter- 
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course,  for  which  he  had  neither  power  nor 
taste,  but  to  draw  forth  amidst  the  gay  circle 
the  admired  girl,  who,  with  himself,  he  con- 
ceived, would  shine  conspicuously,  and  at- 
tract, as  the  object  of  his  attention,  the  ge- 
neral notice  and  envy  it  was  his  highest  am* 
bition  to  excite. 

With  this  intention,  de  rArrnencour  ap- 
proached Erina,  and  calling  upon  her  to  join 
the  company  as  its  chief  ornament,  he  rallied 
her  on  the  sadness  that  had  made  her  retire  to 
solitude.  His  address  was  obtrusive,  and  his 
manner,  ever  disagreeable  to  her,  and  now 
particularly  so,  as  his  gaiety  was  entirely  dis- 
cordant to  her  present  feelings,  made  her  an- 
swer with  a  gravity  that  piqued  him:  yet, 
although  offended,  he  was  above  taking  a  re- 
pulse,'which  would  have  wounded  his  pride 
to  shew  he  understood  as  it  was  intended. 
With  an  air,  therefore,  of  perfect  ease  and 
unconcern,  mingled  with  an  effrontery  that 
totally  parried  the  indifference  of  Erina,  he 
carried  his  point,  which  her  politeness  prompted 
her  yielding  to.  On  rising  to  join  the  com- 
pany, she  perceived  the  prince  standing  near 
her — his  arms  were  folded,  and  his  attitude 
was  that  of  a  person  who  had  been  fixed  in 
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attentive  observation,  while  the  expression  of 
his  countenance  convinced  Erina  she  hadbeen 
the  object  of  his  notice.  In  passing  him  she 
smiled,  and,  starting  from  bis  posl  re  of  re- 
flection, he  bowed  with  a  look  so  indicative  of 
sentiment  and  tender  interest,  as  to  make  the 
strongest  claims  on  Erina's. 

With  her,  Jaffier  Mahomed  rejoined  the 
circle,  which  had  already  formed  itself  to  at- 
tend to  the  music  preparing  to  recommence  as 
Erina  entered  the  saloon. 

In  the  second  act  of  the  concert,  she  per- 
formed a  brilliant  and  difficult  piece  on  the 
piano-foile,  witl  limi  table  execution  and 
t^ste,  and  sung  a  ith  Rosaline,  which 

was  rapturously  applauc  i  as  the  most  exqui- 
site vocal  performance.  Efina's  sensibility  had 
been  so  powerfully  called  forth  by  the  recent 
moments  of  tender  recollection,  and  affectiug 
retrospections,  that  she  had  never  found  her 
soul  more  attuned  to  give  a  touching  effect  to 
the  notes  of  a  most  moving  Italian  duo :  she 
sung  from  a>  1  to  the  heart,  while  the  melli- 
fluous tont^s  of  her  seraphic  voice,  gave  to  the 
finest  melody  all  the  pathos  of  her  soul  to 
awaken  to  keenest  feeling  the  heart  of  insen- 
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sibility  itself.  The  attention  of  wonder  and 
delight  hung  on  her  dulcet  strains;  and  the 
general  stilness  of  the  breathless  circle,  tacitly 
spoke  unutterable  praise.  Exultation  sat  on 
the  proud  smile  of  the  vain  count,  watchful 
of  the  universal  encomiums  the  lovely  musician 
received  from  the  looks  of  approbation,  and 
the  mute  attention  her  angelic  appearance  and 
incomparable  talents  riveted  on  her  face  and 
voice  :  in  the  reflections  of  the  arrogant  de 
FArmencour,  selfish  considerations  and  con- 
ceit superseded  every  sentiment  for  Erina; 
whose  idea  ever  mingled  with  notions  of  his 
own  consequence,  so  as  to  render  self-love 
predominant  in  his  interested  attachment. 

Near  this  self-sufficient  lover  stood  the  prince, 
lost  to  all  recollection  of  himself,  except  the 
conscidusnes  of  gazing  on,  and  listening  en- 
amoured of  the  beauteous  Erina.  Although 
she  could  not  fail  observing  the  strong  expres- 
sion of  emotion  and  rapt  attention  with  which 
he  heard  the  duet,  the  amiable  girl  so  lightly 
appreciated  her  own  talents  in  comparison 
with  those  of  Rosaline,  as  to  imagine  that  the 
powers  of  her  friend,  and  the  charms  of  the 
composition,  more  than  her  own  exertions  had 
pleased  the  prince's  taste  for  music;  and. at 
vol.  in.  s 
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the  conclusion  of  the  concert,  when  he  men- 
tioned the  delight  it  had  afforded  him,  and 
gratified  her  generous  nature,  by  enthusiasti- 
cally extolling  the  voice,  the  musical  science 
and  taste  of  Lady  Kinross,  the  diffident  Erina 
felt  more  surprised  than  her  friendship  per- 
mitted her,  to  experience  pleasure  from  the 
most  flattering  encomium,  in  her  opinion,  that 
could  be  pronounced,  when  Jaffier  Mahomed 
assured  her  he  should  have  believed  it  impos- 
sible for  any  musician  to  interest  his  feelings 
as  forcibly  as  Lady  Kinross  had  that  evening 
done,  had  not  his  heart  acknowledged  that 
the  lovely  friend  of  that  delightful  musician 
possessed  superior  power  to  charm. 

The  manner  in  which  this  compliment  was 
uttered,  and  the  air  with  which  it  was  addressed 
to  Erina,  united  so  much  sincerity  and  tender 
sentiment  to  courtesy,  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  her  truth,  her  feelings,  and  her  po- 
liteness, to  doubt  the  homage  the  prince's  sen- 
sibility seized  this  occasion  of  paying.  With 
ablush  of  confusion,  and  a  sensation  of  gra- 
titude for  the  meed  of  praise,  rather  than  the 
least  exultation  on  her  triumph  over  Rosaline, 
in  the  opinion  of  Jaffier  Mahomed,  Erina, 
smiling,  told  him,  his  highness  had  given  her 
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on  that  evening,  the  first  cause  to  question 
the  accuracy  of  his  judgment,  and  the  refine- 
ment of  his  taste. 


To  this  little  sally  of  half-serious  pleasantry, 
the  prince  replied,  by  assuring  Erina,  in  the 
same  tone  of  playfulness,  that,  although  it 
grieved  him  sensibly  to  forfeit  any  thing  in 
her  opinion,  where  he  was  ambitious  of  hold- 
ing the  highest  place,  he  owed  it  to  sincerity, 
and  the  regard  he  had  to  correct  taste,  to  ex- 
press the  judgment  he  had  formed.  "  You 
must  surely  acquit  me  of  the  least  design  to 
flatter  you,"  added  the  prince,  smiling — u  for 
I  was  sensible/'  he  continued,  "  {should  most 
have  gratified  your  liberal  disposition  in  allow- 
ing your  friend,  Lady  Kinross,  excelled  you/' 

Tables  being  now  spread  in  the  adjoining 
room,  the  numerous  company  sat  clown  to  an 
elegant  supper,  laid  out  with  equal  taste  and 
and  expedition.  At  the  principal  table,  where 
Rosaline  presided,  the  prince  was  seated  at, 
her  right  hand,  in  compliment  to  his  dignity. 
At  the  second  board,  the  lovely  Erina  did  the 
honours  of  the  banquet  with  peculiar  grace; 
while  the  viscount  and  de  PArmencour,  at  his 
s  2 
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request,  attended  to  the  guests  at  the  other 
tables. 


As  the  count  was  delegated  to  perform  part 
of  the  honours  of  the  entertainment,  he  could 
only  pay  an  occasional  compliment  to  Erina; 
who,  rejoicing  in  his  being  thus  diverted  from 
his  usual  attentions  to  her,  felt  her  spirits 
lightened  by  the  sensation  of  ease  which  his 
assiduities  never  failed  to  check.  As  she  paid 
thecourtesies  of  conviviality  to  the  circle  where 
she  presided,  her  eyes  sparkled  with  vivacity, 
her  cheeks  glowed  writh  the  spirit  of  benevo- 
lence, and  the  smile  of  innocent  freedom 
dimpling  round  her  ruby  lips,  rendered  her 
enchantingly  beautiful,  while  the  engaging 
air  of  elegant  urbanity  with  which  she  ad- 
dressed particular  civilities  to  each  of  her  com- 
pany, fascinated  the  hearts  of  all. 

The  prince,  from  his  station  near  her,  watched 
with  an  eye  of  admiration,  her  every  look  and 
gesture;  his  attentive  ear  caught  each  word 
she  uttered,  and  his  whole  soul  was  absorbed 
in  rapturous  contemplation  of  her  incompar- 
able loveliness. 

Erina,  on   her   part,  was  observant  of  her 
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friend  Rosaline's  princely  guest.  The  digifted, 
yet  easy,  politeness  of  his  address  to  all  the 
company,  the  courteous  assiduities  he  paid  his 
noble  entertainer,  Lady  Kinross,  and  the  flat- 
tering attentions  he,  every  moment,  shewed 
Erina,  impressed  her  with  an  increased  opinion 
of  his  amiable  dispositions.  She  remarked 
that  he  partook  of  the  simplest  viands  of  the 
costly  entertainment,  accepting  of  them  en* 
tirely  as  an  act  of  civility  rather  than  an  in- 
clination to  enjoy  the  delicacies  of  the  sump- 
tuous feast  which  had  been  given  in  compli- 
ment to  him.  In  helping  Rosaline  and  Erina 
to  wine,  he  requested  they  would  excuse  his 
declining  to  drink  any  of  it  to  their  health, 
according  to  the  European  custom,  as  his  re- 
ligion obliged  him  to  abstain  from  the  ex- 
pressed Juice  of  the  grape  :  and  while  the  two 
fair  friends  applauded  his  strict  observance  of 
a  law  they  venerated,  instead  of  disapproving, 
they  could  not  forbear  secretly  regretting  lie 
was  not  a  professor  of  Christianity,  to  which 
the  purity  of  his  morals,  and  the  firmness  of 
his  principles,  would  have  done  so  much  higher 
honour  than  it  receives  from  the  lives  of  many 
who,  acknowledging  the  true  faith  of  a  blessed 
Redeemer,  are  less  spiritualized  by  his  righ- 
teous commands  and  pure  doctrines,,  than  the 
5  3 
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very  pagans  themselves,  who  have  no  better 
light  than  that  of  nature,  to  tell  them  of  a 
Divinity,  of  whose  revealed  will  they  are  to- 
tally ignorant. 

When  the  company  were  breaking  up  to 
retire,  and  while  the  count,  as  the  assistant 
of  de  Briancen,  was  employed  in  handing  the 
ladies  to  their  carriages  and  palanquins,  which 
are  a  kind  of  sedan  chairs  used  in  India,  the 
prince,  leaning  over  the  back  of  a  sofa  on  which 
Erina  had  seated  herself  apart  from  the  depart- 
ing crowd,  in  gentlest  accents  aspirated  a  wish, 
that  the  softest  slumbers,  and  most  pleasing- 
dreams  might  prevent  the  fatigues,  her  exer- 
tions on  that  -night  mu^t  have  occasioned, 
leaving  any  disagreeable  consequences. 

Erina,  smiling,  thanked  the  prince  for  his 
kind  wishes;  assuring  him,  with  as  much  sin- 
cerity as  gaiety,  that  she  never  experienced 
weariness  in  exerting  herself  to  pay  attention 
to  her  friends. 

"  I  am  sensible,  lady,"  resumed  Jaffier 
Mahomed,  in  atone  of  unusual  softness,  "that 
your  anxious  desires  to  make  all  around  you 
happy,  prevent  your  feeling  wearied   by  your 
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amiable  solicitude  for  their  entertainment ;  yet, 
I  noticed  your  retiring  this  evening  tor  a  short 
respite  from  the  bustle  of  company,  which  I 
perceived  had  exhausted  that  charming  flow 
of  spirits  that  is  ever  the  joy  of  the  circle 
you  honour  with  your  presence." 

The  peculiarly  tender  interest  of  counte- 
nance, voice,  and  manner,  with  which  this 
speech  was  uttered,  and  the  affecting  recol- 
lections it  awakened  in  the  feeling  mind  of 
Erin  a,  caused  her  to  heave  a  sigh  to  the  re- 
membrance of  past  times,  and  absent  friends, 
while  a  roseat  glow,  mantling  to  suffuse  her 
cheeks  with  a  deeper  tint,  and  the  humid  lustre 
of  sensibility  beaming  from  her  eyes,  gave  to 
her  countenance  that  indescribable  touching 
efTect  which  inspires  the  heart  of  sentiment 
with  congenial  emotion.  Admiration  and  sym- 
pathy expressed  themselves  eloquently  in  every 
feature  of  the  prince,  while  he  gazed  on  Erina 
with  increased  interest,  as  he  marked  the  sigh 
and  tear  his  observation  occasioned — he  him- 
self sighed  from  agitation,  and  coloured  deeply, 
at  the  consciousness  of  having  given  a  sensa- 
tion of  pain. 

The   delicate    sensibility   of  Erina    quickly 
s    4 
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read  in  the  expressive  countenance  of  Jamer 
Mahomed,  the  embarassment  he  experienced 
in  having  thus  unexpected])7  discovered,  as  he 
now  believed,  a  secret  grief  lurking  in  a  heart 
he  had  believed  at  ease;  and  in  order  to  dispel 
the  concern  he  evinced,  sh«  resumed  a  smile 
of  cheerfulness,  telling  the  prince  that  amidst 
all  the  pleasures  and  valued  friends  that  sur- 
rounded her,  she  could  not  help,  occasionally 
giving  regrets  to  her  absence  from  her  native 
land,  and  belovtd  relations.  "  The  vemejn- 
brance  of  my  revered  grandfather,  my  adored 
mother,  my  tenderly  loved  brother,  and  other 
friends,  to  whom  I  am  affectionately  attached," 
continued  Erina,  sighing  as  she  spoke,  "  be- 
guiled me  this  evening,  as  is  frequently  the 
case,  of  some  moments  of  gaiety.  I  yielded 
to  the  indulgence  of  some  serious  reflections 
which  the  circumstances  around  me  inspired  ; 
but  I  returned  with  pleasure,  believe  me/' 
she  added,  bowing  to  the  prince,  "  to  a  scene 
which  I  enjoyed,  and  to  a  circle  of  acquaint- 
ance whose  society  is  calculated  to  console, 
instead  of  wearying  me." 

A  ray  of  joy  beamed  from  the  expressive 
eyes  of  J  artier  Mahomed,  on  the  reflection 
that  he  was  amongst  the  circle  of  her  acquaint- 
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ance,  whose  society  was  calculated  to  console 
instead  of  wearying  her.  He  mentally  re- 
peated this  to  himself  innumerable  times,  while 
he  kept  his  station  near  the  charming  maid. 

The  moments  of  private  conversation  with 
the  object  of  his  adoration,  were  but  few,  as  a 
crowd  of  young  men,  according  to  custom,  pres- 
sed round  the  universally  adulated  Erina;  kind 
as  beautiful,  beautiful  as  amiable,  amiable  as 
gay,  and  gay  as  innocent;  she,, unassuming  as 
she  was,  devoid  of  vanity  or  coquetry,  had  on 
equally  polite  attention  to  each  who  addressed 
her;  and  gave  to  all  a  smile  of  gracious  cour- 
tesy. Those  smiles  the  prince  noticed  with 
anxious  solicitude,  to  mark  if,  amongst  the 
train  that  courted  her,  there  was  one  favoured 

above  the  rest. Affable  to  all,  he  saw   her 

not  particular  to  any;  and  his  fluttering  heart 
became  more  tranquil,  till,  on  the  approach 
of  the  Count  de  l'Armencour,  he  felt  his  ap- 
prehensions of  a  rival  strengthen. 

The  self-sufficient,  familiar  manner  of  that 
constant  attendant  on  Erina,  had  frequently, 
raised  a  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  Jaffier  Ma- 
homed, that  the  count  might  be  an  accepted! 
lover;  and  the  assured  and  easy  tone  with  which, 
s  5. 
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de  l'Armencour  now  addressed  the  object  of 
the  prince's  solicitude  disgusted,  while  it  con- 
firmed him.  in  the  opinion  that  Erina  was  en- 
gaged to  a  man  most  unworthy  of  her,  as  he 
appeared  less  impressed  than  he  ought  to  be, 
by  the  matchless  charms  of  the  rich  prize, 
perhaps,  destined  for  him. 

Jaffier  Mahomed  had  a  mind  as  delicate  as 
his  nature  was  ardent;  his  soul  was  formed 
with  energetic  feelings ;  but  he  had  an  under- 
standing sufficiently  vigorous  to  controul  the 
strongest  passions  ;  and  although  his  heart  was 
susceptible  of  a  love  that  he  was  sensible  might 
lead  him  to  distraction,  he  resolved,  in  the 
height  of  his  admiration  and  affection,  never 
to  permit  his  attachment  to  gain  an  ascendancy 
over  his  reason.  Thus  determined,  he  formed 
the  purpose  of  investigating  clearly  the  incli- 
nations of  Erina,  before  he  declared  his  pas- 
sion ;  for  his  ideas  were  too  refined,  and  his 
sensibility  too  acute,  to  permit  his  addressing 
the  most  perfect  of  women,  until  he  had  as- 
certained beyond  all  doubt,  that  he  had  ex- 
cited in  her  bosom  sentiments  congenial  to 
those  he  experienced.  That  he  possessed  the 
esteem  of  Erina,  her  ingenuous  conduct  to- 
wards him  sufficiciently   declared — That  she 
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regarded  him  with  gratitude,  and  even  with 
the  most  flattering  friendship,  he  had  received 
testimonies  that  prevented  his  diffidence  en- 
tertaining any  doubt.  Gratified  as  he  felt  by 
this  belief,  he  yet  desired  more  than  the  anxi- 
ety, the  apprehensions,  the  timidity  of  an  ar- 
dent passion  allowed  him  to  hope.  To  be  be- 
loved by  Erin  a,,  with  a  tenderness  equal  to  that 
with  which  she  had  inspired  him,  could 
alone  satisfy  him.  To  gain  her  affections, 
and  assure  himself  of  possessing  them,  he  de- 
termined to  attempt,  in  case  she  were  not  al- 
ready engaged  to  the  Count  de  l'Armencour; 
and  with  all  the  ardour  of  his  energetic  cha- 
racter, and  all  the  anxiety  of  a  first  youthful 
and  enthusiatic  passion,  the  prince  bent  the 
whole  force  of  his  mind,  and  the  power  of 
his  imagination,  to  ascertain  Erina's  situation 
respecting  the  count,  and  the  state  of  her 
heart  relative  to  himself. 

With  the  keen  eye  of  a  lover,  Jaffier  Ma- 
homed scrutinized  the  looks  and  manner  of 
Erina  towards  de  l'Armencour,  and  nothing 
but  the  fear  naturally  attendant  on  the  anxi- 
ous passion  that  agitated  the  bosom  of  the 
prince,  could  have  induced  him  to  suppose 
the  count  might  prove  a  a  successful  rival, 
s  6 
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Of  all  the  men  who  gazed  upon,  and  followed 
Erifia  with  admiration,  the  Asiatic  youth  was 
least  the  object  of  jealousy  to  de  l'Armencour; 
for  although  the  prince  was  fair  as  an  European, 
and  superlatively  handsome,  the  count  was 
too  vain  of  his  own  person,  and  had  much  too 
high  an  opinion  of  his  own  attractions,  to 
imagine  himself  surpassed,  either  in  figure  or 
in  manners,  by  Jaffier  Mahomed,  and  was  far 
from  suspecting  that  his  taste  and  intentions, 
differing  essentially  from  all  of  his  country 
and  religion,  led  him  to  abhor  Mahometan 
licentiousness,  and  to  devote  himself  to  one 
object  of  constant  affection. 

Although  a  native  of  Hindostan,  and  the 
heir  of  a  principality  in  that  country,  the  prince 
of  Azimabad,  from  birth  and  education,  was 
totally  unlike  all  the  Eastern  sovereigns. — 
Through  a  succession  of  illustrious  ancestors, 
he  traced  his  descent  from  Tamerlane;  who, 
reflecting  as  much  brilliancy  on  the  Mogul 
throne,  as  he  derived  from  its  splendor,  left  a 
wide  extended  and  flourishing  empire  amongst 
a  numerous  posterity. 

The  father  of  Jaffier  Mahomed  was  a  man 
of  uncommon  abilities  and  virtues,  and  reigned 
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over  a  state  in  the  most  fertile  part  of  the 
territory  of  India.  Early  in  life  he  became 
enamoured  of  a  beautiful  and  amiable  young 
Spanish  lady,  who  had  been  taken  to  the  East 
by  her  friends  :  Won  by  his  assiduities,  she 
bestowed  her  hand  on  the  possessor  of  her 
virgin  affections,  who  married  her  according 
to  the  rites  of  her  religion,  and  the  ceremony 
of  his  own  country.  Constant  from  inclination 
and  principle,  the  father  of  Jaffier  Mahomed 
abandoned  the  pleasures  of  a  seraglio,  for  the 
purer  enjoyments  he  experienced  in  fidelity  to 
the  object  of  a  chaste  attachment.  Of  several 
children  which  were  the  fruit  of  this  virtuous 
and  uncommon  union,  Jaffier  Mahomed  alone 
survived  to  combine  in  his  mind  and  person 
every  Asiatic  and  European  beauty,  grace,,  and 
virtue,  in  the  highest  perfection. 

In  his  principles  and  life  a  Christian,  al- 
though a  professor  of  the  Mahometan  religion, 
Jaffier  Mahomed,  from  his  boyhood,  had  re- 
solved to  make  his  revered  and  affectionate 
parents  the  models  of  his  conduct:  from  the 
example  of  his  mother's  sweetness  of  manner 
and  disposition,  he  imbibed  all  the  soft  graces 
that  adorned  the  firm  character  of  manly  vir- 
tues his  father's  precepts  had  formed.     Ami- 
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able  by  nature,  good  from  principle,  engag- 
ingly gracious  in  disposition,  and  elegantly- 
courteous  by  education — gentle,  brave,  in- 
formed, sensible,  and  virtuous  in  every  respect 
in  the  highest  degree;  Jaffier  Mahomed  was 
the  most  finished  prince,  the  best  soldier,  the 
most  cultivated  scholar,  and  the  most  admir- 
able being,  he  controuled  the  most  powerful 
feeiings  by  the  strongest  understanding:  and 
refined  in  his  sentiments  as  he  was  correct  in 
his  judgment ;  he  had  determined  to  act  as 
his  tat  her  bad  done  in  the  choice  of  a  single 
female  companion,  to  whom  he  might  devote 
himself  for  life,  with  constancy,  and  a  reliance 
on  a  mutual  affection  and  fidelity.  His  mo- 
ther's beauty,  accomplishments,  and  mental 
qualities,  so  superior  to  those  which  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Eastern  women  required  or  culti- 
vated, had  made  the  prince  of  Azimabad  anxi- 
ous to  find  a  European  virgin  whom  his  un- 
derstanding would  approve,  while  his  heart 
attached  itself  in  indissoluble  bonds.  Amongst 
the  fair  sex  of  every  country  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing,  he  most  admired  the  exterior 
character  of  the  British  ladies  ;  and  amongst 
the  most  admired  of  that  nation,  his  judicious 
taste  had  selected  Erina  as  the  object  of  ado- 
ration.    To  obtain  the  most  charming  of  her 
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sex,  and   her  who  had   first  awakened    in  his 
bosom  the  pure  passion  of  a  tender  and  enthu- 
siastic affection,  became   the  ardent  desire   of 
Jaffier  Mahomed.     Yet,  ardently  as  he  loved 
Erin  a,  distracted    as   he  felt    the  loss  of  her 
would    render  him,  he  was  too   delicate   and 
romantic  in  his  sentiments  of  love  to  form  the 
slightest  wish  of  posseessing  the  object  of  his 
adoration  without  gaining  her  heart  entirely — - 
to  awaken  in  it  a  tenderness  animated  as  his 
own  was  pure,  or  to  pine  an  unconnected  being 
through  life,  should  he  meet  with  the  slightest 
disappointment  in   this  first  wish  of  his  soul, 
was  the  intention  of  the  prince;  who,  agitated 
by  all  the  nameless  apprehension  and  innume- 
rable anxieties  of  a  romantically  empassioned 
lover,  remained  unsuspected   as  such  by  the 
count,  although  a  jealous  pretender  to  Erina's 
favour,  less  vain   than   de  l'Armeneour  might 
have  perceived  a  dangerous  rival  in  the  super- 
latively handsome,  and  fascinatingly  interest- 
ing illustrious  youth. 

The  company,  being  at  length,  dispersed, 
and  the  hour  far  advanced,  Jaffier  Mahomed 
and  the  count  were  obi  ged  to  retire.  The 
latter  left  the  object  of  his  desires  with  a  fa- 
miliar bow,,  to   think   of  himself  instead   of 
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Erina,  while  the  prince,  after  paying  a  salu- 
tation, in  which  the  tenderest  sentiment  was 
most  elegantly  expressed,  withdrew  to  reckon 
impatiently  the  moments  of  his  absence  from 
the  dearest  treasure  of  his  heart,  and  to  ponder 
restlessly  on  the  means  of  gaining  the  high 
prize  for  which  he  purposed  to  become  a  can- 
didate. 

The  lovely  object  of  his  anxiety  retired  in 
the  meanwhile  to  her  chamber,  to  reflection 
and  repose. 

Quickly  unrobed  by  her  black  attendant 
Silvia,  whom  Rosaline  had  appointed  to  wait 
upon  her,  Erina,  according  to  custom,  dis- 
patched her  maid  to  rest  in  an  adjoining  dres- 
sing-room, and  opened  her  bible  and  prayer- 
book  to  read,  pray,  and  meditate  seriously,  as 
she  invariably  did  every  night  before  she  lay 
down  to  sleep.  Having  performed  her  orisons, 
and  perused  the  sacred  volume,  by  the  standard 
of  whose  pure  laws  she  regulated  her  conduct, 
and  having  examined  strictly,  as  she  was  each 
Dight  wont  to  do,  whether  her  every  action 
and  thought  had  been  regulated  by  the  holy 
word  which  she  daily  studied,  Erina  felt  her- 
self composed  by  conscious  rectitude,  and  he* 
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thoughts  sublimed  by  piety   to   that   stfitc  of 
placid  felicity  innocence  ever  must  experience. 

Having  extinguished  her  light,  the  moon- 
beams streaming  through  her  windows,  threw 
round  her  chamber  a  softened  ray  of  silver 
radiance  that  disposed  the  mind  to  reflection. 
Erina  drew  near  the  window  of  the  bow  that 
overlooked  the  river;  its  current  glided  peace- 
fully along,  glittering  to  the  bright  orb  that 
tipped  with  argent  each  tuft  of  the  surround- 
ing woods,  while  the  sombre  shadows  of  the 
spreading  trees  threw  a  gloom  beneath  their 
boughs.  Nature  hushed  to  rest  seemed  to 
sleep  in  the  bosom  of  silence;  and  the  mind 
of  carina,  tranquil  as  the  night  was  serene> 
enjoyed  the  profound  stillness  and  peace  that 
reigned  around.  Her  soul  on  the  wings  of 
pious  reflection,  soared  to  the  celestial  throne, 
whence  all  blessings  flow,  and  as  she  mentally 
bent  in  adoration  of  that  supreme  power  which 
created  and  sustains  the  wondrous  universe, 
she  raised  her  eyes  to  contemplate  the  supposed 
suns  of  other  systems,  guessed  at  by  human 
reason  :  through  the  wide  expanse  of  the  thickly 
star-studded  aether,  her  mind  grasped  at  a  faint 
conception  of  space  unbounded— ami  there, 
lost  in  wonder  as  in  awe,  she  contracted  her 
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thoughts  from  immensity,  immeasurable bj  hu- 
man intellect,  to  the  consideration  of  the  globe 
she  inhabited  :  on  a  comparison  with  endless 
space,  how  short  seemed  the  distance  from 
pole  to  pole,  what  a  trifle  the  measure  of  the 
degrees  which  separated  her  from  her  native 
land?  Yet  alas!  how  distant  did  she  think 
herself  from  her  paternal  home!  How  far  re- 
moved from  her  beloved  relations!  A  rising 
sigh  and  a  tear  accompanied  this  idea;  and 
she  retired  to  bed,  not  to  pass  in  review  the 
festivities  of  the  evening,  not  to  reflect  on  the 
adulation  she  had  received,  but  to  think  and 
dream  of  her  loved  country;  thither  trans- 
ported in  idea,  fancy  associated  her  with  her 
grandsire,  mother,  and  brother;  to  them,  in 
her  dream,  she  related  the  events  that  had  in- 
tervened in  absence  from  them  ;  to  them  she 
recounted  the  kindnesses  she  had  received  since 
she  parted  from  them  ;  amongst  those  testi- 
monies of  friendship  which  had  consoled  her 
in  her  separation  from  her  relatives,  the  cares 
of  the  oft  remembered  Elise,  the  sisterly  assi- 
duities af  the  tenderly  regarded  Rosaline,  the 
esteem  of  the  amiable  Wilmot  so  flatteringly 
expressed,  with  innumerable  favours  of  other 
individuals  that  had  impressed  themselves  on 
the  memory  of  the  grateful   Erin  a,  were  enu- 
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merated  in  imagination,  as  her  vision  repre- 
sented the  wished  re-union  with  her  family  ; 
amongst  the  numher  of  her  obligations,  her 
preservation  by  the  prince  was  remembered 
with  enthusiasm,  while  the  joy  she  expe- 
rienced in  being  restored,  by  the  magic  of 
sleeping  allusion,  to  her  paternal  home  and 
relations,  was  troubled  by  the  idea  of  never 
again  beholding  her  gallant  deliverer,  the 
interesting  Jaffier;  and  the  agitation  this  pain- 
ful idea  occasioned,  awakened  Erina  from  a 
dream  of  mingled  pleasure  and  uneasiness. 

The  dawn  had  already  dispelled  the  shades 
of  night,  and  nature  refreshed,  bloomed  in 
gayest  beauty  to  a  brilliant  sun,  while  every 
tree,  shrub,  flower,  and  herb,  glistened  with 
dew-drops  around  the  sylvan  dwelling  inha- 
bited by  Erina.  Rising,  according  to  custom, 
at  early  morn',  she  dressed  herself  in  a  snow- 
white  robe  of  fine  muslin,  and  binding  up  her 
glossy  auburn  tresses  in  the  grecian  manner, 
like  the  eastern  women,  she  threw  over  her 
head  a  long  transparent  veil,  in  colour  and 
texture  similar  to  her  gown,  and  enveloped 
herself  with  its  soft  flowing  drapery  in  the 
asiatic  mode.  This  fanciful  and  picturesque 
dress  she  assumed  to  guard  her  from    the  cool 
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ak  of  the  early  hour,  which  at  that  season  of 
the  year  in  India  is  chilly,  until  the  sun, 
mounting  to  his  meridian  altitude,  warms  the 
atmosphere  to  summer  heat,  even  in  the  cold- 
est weather 

Finding  Rosaline  had  not  yetleft  her  cham- 
ber, Erina  strolled  into  the  garden,  where  the 
gale  stole  rich  perfumes  from  each  shrub  and 
flow  ret  steeped  in  dew.  The  mindi  hedges 
exhaled  their  fragrance  to  the  air ;  the  strong 
odour  of  the  snowy  bale-flower,  arid  the  sweet 
scent  of  the  chumpalk,  hanging  like  yellow 
tulips  from  the  pale-green  stems  of  broad- 
leaved  over-arching  trees,  loaded  the  breath 
of  morning  with  aromatic  sweetness;  while 
as  Erina  walked  under  the  shade  of  the 
spreading  bocul,  showers  of  its  fragrant  blos- 
soms bestrewed  and  scented  the  path  she  trod, 
where  innumerable  buds  of  every  hue  im- 
pearled  with  dew-drops,  gave  odoriferous 
freshness  to  the  balmy  zephyrs. 

As  Erina  passed  through  the  embowering 
alleys,  sweet  warbling  birds  on  every  spray  sa- 
luted the  rising  day  ;  the  breeze  in  gentle 
whispers  stole  over  the  rustling  shades,  and 
the  swiftly  gliding  current  of  the  river  softly 
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murmured  as  the  wind  waved  the  tall  slender 
stems  of  the  cocoa-nut,  palm,  and  date  trees 
that  nodded  over  the  stream. 

To  take    a  view  of  the  beautiful  Hoogley, 
Erina  walked   to   the  terrace  and  stood  some 
time  absorbed    in  admiration  of  its  meander- 
ing course.     On    looking  towards   the  house 
she  perceived  the  breakfast   table  spread   in 
the  varando,  but   seeing  neither  de  Briancon 
nor  Rosaline  had  yet  made  their  appearance, 
and   not   observing  any  sign  of  their  having 
entered  their  dressing  rooms,  as  the  windows 
were  thrown  wide   open,  Erina  went  into  the 
octagon    temple,  and   seated   herself  on    the 
steps   leading   down   to    the  river,   where  she 
often   took  a  station  of  solitary  contemplation. 
Here  as  she  marked  the  passing  boats  rowed 
and  guided  by  the   natives    in   their    different 
dresses,  she  took  a  pencil  and   small   sketch- 
book, which  she   generally   carried  about  in 
her   lonely  rambles,  and  began    to   delineate 
some  figures  of  the    asiatics  in   their  hindoo 
and    moorish    habits.     As    the   most   elegant 
sample  of  the  latter,  she  drew    the  form  and 
attire  of  Jaffier  Mahomed   such  as  he  had  ap- 
peared on  the  preceding  night. 
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To  natural  genius,  in  the   art  of  designing. 
Erina  united  science    improved    by   constant 
practice   in   making  draughts  of  every  object 
which   struck  her  fancy;  by    this  means   she 
had  acquired  a  facility  in  taking  exact  resem- 
blances of  every  thing  she  made   the  subject 
of  her  pencil,  that  in   masterly  touches    deli- 
neated   now  at   the  command   of  imagination 
a  striking  likeness  of  a   figure,    and    also  of 
a  countenance  which  had   made  the  srongest 
impression    on    her   mind. — True   to    remem- 
brance, Erina's  hand  traced  the  graceful  form, 
and    each   expressive  feature   of    the   prince, 
with  a  spirit  and  exactness  that  genius,  aided 
by    minute    observation   of  an  interesting  ob- 
ject, could  alone  have  given.     Long  occupied 
in  the  execution  of  a  portrait  that  engaged  her 
deepest  attention,  she   laid  aside    her  pencil 
to  contemplate  her  work,  and  holding  it  to  her 
views  with  a  look  of  exultatien,  she  was  ex- 
amining   and    re-examining    an    exquisitely 
touched   and   really  charming  likeness,   when 
she  perceived    the   original    of  the     admired 
picture  standing  behind  her! 

Surprised,  confused,  but  not  displeased,  Erina 
started  up  ;  and  addressing  the  prince  with  a 
blushing   smile,  she  saluted   him,   requesting 
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to  know  how  lon«r  his  highness  had  been 
there,  and  apologizing  for  her  inattention  in 
not  having  noticed  tiie  entrance  of  an  illus- 
trious visitor;  excused  herself  by  saying  she 
liad  been  quite  absorbed  by  a  very  favourite 
and  most  interesting  employment? 

The  innocent  and  artless  girl,  uttering  with 
her  accustomed  sincerity  the  truth  she  knew 
no  cause  to  conceal,  was  not  aware  of  the 
whole  fact,  she  had  unintentionally  fully  ex- 
plained. The  prince,  however,  was  too  dif- 
fident to  feize  the  full  meaning  of  what  Erina 
said;  had  he  understood  it  in  the  most  flatter- 
ing sense,  into  which  it  might  have  borne  an 
interpretation  he  was  too  delicate  to  have 
evinced  it,  even  in  an  indirect  manner,  by 
shewing  the  delight  he  experienced  in  bav- 
ins: discovered  himself  to  be  so  much  the 
object  of  Erina's  observation  and  thoughts  as 
to  become  the  subject  of  her  pencil:  infi- 
nitely as  he  Felt  flattered  by  such  an  incontes- 
tible  evidence,  of  having  been  in  the  remem- 
brance and  reflection  of  the  being  he  idol- 
ized, and  whom  it  was  his  first  wish  to  interest 
deeply;  the  prince  was  not  emboldened  to 
push  farther  the  discovery,  to  which  the  cir- 
cumstances might   naturally    have   led,  even 
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without  any  approach  to  impertinent  obtru- 
sion. Contenting  himself  merely  with  a  cur- 
sory glance  at  the  sketch-book,  which  Erina 
closed  on  perceiving  him,  and  in  which  he 
had  been  too  much  absorbed  in  admiration  of 
her  enchanting  figure,  whilst  she  was  draw- 
ing, to  examine  accurately  his  own  which  he 
saw  her  delineating  ;  the  prince  assured  the 
blushing,  smiling  girl,  he  should  not  have 
dared  to  approach  her  with  an  intention 
of  being  a  secret  spy  upon  her  actions. 
"  Drawn  hither,  lady/'  continued  the  youth 
with  unpresumptuous  gallantry,  "  by  a  strong 
desire  to  learn  how  you  and  your  amiable 
friend  found  yourselves  after  the  fatiguing 
exertions  of  the  preceding  night ;  I  was  di- 
rected by  the  attendants  to  seek  you  in  your 
morning  walk  :  not  finding  you  in  any  of  the 
paths  you  are  accustomed  to  frequent  in  the 
garden,  I  directed  my  steps  to  this  temple  in 
search  of  you ;  and  should  certainly  have 
paid  my  homage  of  salutation  on  entering, 
had  I  not  perceived  you  engaged  with  a  pen- 
cil. From  my  anxiety  not  to  interrupt  you, 
lady,  whilst  occupied  in  an  elegant  art,  from 
which  you  derive  agreeable  amusement,  I 
trust  you  will  not  condemn  me  as  impolite, 
in  delaying  my  obeisance  until  you  were  at 
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leisure  to  receive  it,  nor  consider  me  imperti- 
nent in  venturing  to  overlook  the  productions 
of  your  genius,  from  the  exertions  of  which 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  infinite 
delight/' 

Erina,  fully  sensible  of  the  prince's  deli- 
cacy, in  waving  the  subject  of  his  discovery 
instead  of  presuming  on  it,  felt  it  requisite 
to  account  for  her  having  thought  of  draw- 
ing the  resemblance  she  was  assured  he  must 
have  recognized  as  his  own,  and  informing 
him  she  had  employed  her  pencil  in  delineat- 
ing the  various  picturesque  dresses  of  India, 
she  had  attempted  to  make  a  sketch  of  the 
habit  his  highness  wore  on  the  preceding 
evening  as  the  most  elegant  sample  of  the 
Asiatic  attire;  and  turning  over  the  several 
leaves  of  her  drawing-book,  on  which  she  had 
been  employed  that  morning,  she  requested 
the  prince  would  do  her  the  favour  to  correct 
any  inaccuracies  he  might  perceive  in  the 
costume  as  she  wished  it  to  be  exact.  "  I  al- 
ways draw  every  picturesque  object  that  strikes 
me  as  beautiful,"  continued  Erina  with  in- 
nocent candour;  "  and  the  dress  your  high- 
ness last  night  appeared  in,  I  particularly  ad- 

vol.  in.  T 
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mired     as    equally     becoming    and    sumptu- 


ous. 


Saying  this,  the  artless  girl,  with  a  modest 
grace,  presented  the  likeness  of  Jaffier  Ma- 
homed to  him,  soliciting  his  criticism. 

Pleased  at  the  compliment,  yet  embarrassed 
l>y  this  appeal  to  his  judgment,  the  prince  as- 
sured Erina,  the  only  criticism  that  could  be 
made  on  all  her  performances,  was  to  com- 
mend them  as  exquisitely  executed:  and  that 
with  respect  to  the  drawing  she  had  done 
him  the  honour  to  submit  to  his  opinion,  he 
could  only  say,  her  taste  had  given  a  grace  to 
the  dress  which  made  it  appear  to  him  more 
elegant  than  he  had  ever  thought  it.  The 
prince  then  reverting  to  the  other  sketches 
in  Erina's  book,  experienced  an  indescribable 
sentiment  of  pleasure  in  perceiving  that  none 
of  the  figures  she  had  taken,  were  traced  with 
that  care  and  exquisite  delicacy  of  touch 
and  finishing,  which  had  evidently  been  be- 
stowed on  the  delineation  of  his  likeness. — 
There  was  a  degree  of  gratification  in  the 
species  of  flattery,  which,  even  the  timidity 
of  a  diffident  lover,  and  the  modesty  of  Jaf- 
jier  Mahomed  could  not  fail  to  consider  as  en- 
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couraging.  Hope,  such  as  springs  in  a  youth- 
ful bosom,  devoted  to  a  first  ardent  passion, 
expanded  the  heart  of  the  prince  to  joy,  that 
those  only  can  know,  who  have  experienced 
like  him,  the  bright  dawn  of  happy  expecta- 
tion in  the  infancy  of  an  enthusiastic  love. 

He  would  have  kissed  the  fair  hand  of 
the  beautiful  artist,  which  had  paid  him  the 
compliment  of  sketching  his  resemblance 
from  memory,  with  such  flattering  exactness, 
and  with  such  spirit  and  attention,  as  plainly 
evinced  a  delicate  interest  of  the  heart,  had 
aided  her  genius  in  each  touch  of  the  pencil 
— He  would  have  thrown  himself  prostrate, 
in  gratitude,  before  her,  for  this  proof  she 
had  afforded  him,  of  his  being  remembered 
by  her  in  absence. — He  would  have  thanked 
her  for  thus  encouraging  him  to  hope,  that 
the  homage  of  his  tender  assiduities,  might 
in  time  move  her  to  reward  the  ardour  of  his 
soul,  by  the  affection  of  hers ;  but  the  reve- 
rence her  virgin  modesty  impressed,  on  his 
delicacy  of  sentimerft,  checked  the  effusion 
of  passion  her  beauty  inspired;  and  return- 
ing with  a  trembling  hand  the  book  she  had 
presented  for  his  inspection,  the  prince  ex- 
pressed, only  by  a  profound  obeisance,  the 
t  2 
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sensations  that  repressed  all  utterance,  while 
the  'language  of  his  looks,  was  sufficient  to 
explain  most  eloquently,  infinitely  more  than 
he  would  in  a  first  declaration  have  ventured 
to  divulge. 

As  Erina's  quick  penetration,  perused  in  the 
glances  of  his  eyes,  in  the  deepened  glow  of 
his  colour,  and  in  the  expression  of  his  air, 
a  powerful  emotion  for  which  she  knew  no 
cause,  she  caught  from  his  agitation  an  un- 
easiness, quite  new  to  her,  and  for  which  she 
was  uuable  to  account.  Troubled  at  she 
knew  not  what,  and  confused  she  knew  not 
why,  her  embarrassment  became  evident  in 
downcast  looks,  heightening  blushes,  and  a 
timidity  of  manner  different  from  that  modest 
frankness  which  ever  heretofore  had  distin- 
guished her  address,  as  innocently  free,  as 
she  was  chastely  decorous. 

The  prince  perceiving  her  confusion,  with 
the  quick-sighted  eye  of  an  observant  lover, 
felt  the  tumultuous  sensations  attendant  on  an 
ardent  passion,  when  new-born  hope  inspires 
the  youthful  breast  with  an  ecstatic  joy.  Sup- 
pressing, however,  any  expression  of  his  feel- 
ings, that  might  add  to  the  embarrassment  of 
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maiden  reserve,  he  delicately  turned  the  con- 
versation, from  personal  application,  to  the 
theme  of  nature;  and  speaking  of  the  heauty 
of  the  surrounding  scenery,  and  the  fineness 
of  the  season,  he  restored  to  Erina  her  usual 
ease  by  affording  her  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
coursing on  a  subject  ever  interesting  to  her; 
for  her  mind  was  always  impressed,  in  so 
lively  a  manner  by  the  charms  or'  nature,  it 
was  ever  agreeable  to  her  to  expatiate  on  the 
pleasure  her  sensibility  received  from  the 
beauties  of  delightful  scenery.  With  equal 
taste  and  enthusiasm  she  dwelt  on  the  consi- 
deration of  the  view  before  her.  The  mean- 
dering current  of  the  majestic  Hoogley,  car- 
rying a  portion  of  the  pure  stream  of  the 
Ganges,  as  a  tribute  to  the  ocean,  whose 
waves  flowed  from  pole  to  pole,  washing 
every  shore  of  the  globe  in  the  circulation  of 
its  tides,  carried  her  thoughts  to  distant  coun- 
tries and  her  native  land;  while  softened  by 
the  recollection  of  her  paternal  home,  her  sen- 
sibility became  more  keenly  susceptible,  and  her 
heart  more  deeply  touched  by  the  surrounding 
scenery.  The  wide  extent  oflevel  country,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  amidst  un- 
bounded plains  of  rice  grounds,  eastern  edi- 
T  3 
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fices  rose  under  interspersed  plantations  of 
coca-nut,  palm,  and  date  trees:  the  winding 
stream  of  the  Hoogley,  covered  with  Indian 
barks,  and  barges  manned  by  Asiatics  ;  the 
adjacent  shades  of  embowering  bamboo,  ta- 
marind, orange,  lemon,  pomegranate,  plan- 
tain, mango,  and  the  enormous  banian  and 
jack  fruit  tree;  each  herb,  blossom,  shrub, 
ami  flower,  expanding  to  the  radiance  of  a 
morning  sun,  whose  brilliant  beam  displayed 
the  effulgence  of  the  torrid  zone ;  the  sen- 
sation produced  by  the  air,  as  its  breath  scat- 
tered the  balmy  perfumes  of  the  east;  even 
the  warble  of  the  birds,  so  different  from 
every  note  chanted  by  the  feathered  choristers 
of  european  woods :  all  that  surrounded  Erina, 
impressing  on  her  reflection  the  immense 
distance  from  home,  affected  her  heart,  whilst 
it  awakened  her  to  that  kind  of  interest,  a 
pleasing  novelty  never  fails  to  inspire  in  an 
observant  mind. 

Her  language,  ever  true  to  her  feelings, 
on  this  occasion  expressed  with  elegant 
energy,  the  sensations  excited  by  a  situation 
calculated  to  call  forth  all  the  sensibility  that 
characterized  her  as  the  child  of  sentiment. 
As  the  mellifluous  tones  of  Erina's  voice  de- 
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clared  the  susceptibility  of  her  mind  :  J  airier 
Mahomed's  expanded  with  congenial  feeling, 
while  his  enquiring  eyes  read  in  the  humid  ra- 
diance of  tier's  that  self-expression,  which, 
declaring  the  heart  deeply  affected,  moves  a 
congenial  soul  to  that  sympathy,  which  ex- 
cites the  tenderest  affections,  united  with  the 
most  powerful  interest.  With  such  warmth 
of  sympathy,  with  the  gentlest  ardours  of 
the  most  enthusiastic  and  pure  passion,  and 
with  the  most  animated  interest,  did  the  ena- 
moured prince  gaze  on  the  beauteous  Erina, 
as  he  stood  beside  her  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hoogley,  enjoying  enraptured  her  presence 
at  the  early  hour  of  morn,  when  amidst  syl- 
van scenes,  the  heart  of  youth  touched  with 
a  chaste  and  ardent  flame,  feels  the  purest 
ecstacies  of  love. 

The  soft  murmur  of  the  rapidly  flowing 
river;  the  sound  of  oars  dashing  in  the  water, 
as  the  passing  boats  approached,  and  receded 
from  the  temple  that  overhung  the  stream  ; 
the  embowering  shades  that  surrounded  this  se- 
questered retreat,  and  the  rustling  of  the  um- 
brageous foliage  as  the  breeze  gently  fanned 
in  sighing  whispers  the  waving  branches 
of  the  trees  ;  all  conspired  to  encrease  the 
t   4 
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prince's  enchantment,  whilst  he  riveted  his 
looks  on  Erina's  form  and  face.  United  to 
the  exquisite  symmetry  of  her  figure,  incom- 
parable elegance  gave  its  fascinating  charms 
to  her  air,  and  grace,  lent  all  its  magical  ef- 
fect to  her  every  gesture ;  whilst  in  each  feature 
perfect  beauty  adorned  with  the  dazzling  bril- 
liancy of  freshest  youth,  the  finest  glow  of 
health  heightened  by  the  blushes  of  virgin 
modesty,  and  the  most  touching  expression 
of  sensibility  irradiating  her  countenance, 
rendered  her  an  object,  such  as  idolatry  might 
worship,  as  celestial. 

In  the  soft  languor  of  tender  recollections, 
Erina  in  silence  fi.xed  her  tearful  eyes  on  the 
prospect  around,  and  sighed  to  the  remem- 
brance of  absent  relatives  and  friends,  hi 
the  tumultuous  sensations  of  an  enthusiasti- 
cally empassioned  lover,  the  prince  riveting 
his  gaze  on  the  maid  of  his  affections,  was 
absorbed  by  the  contemplation  of  her  alone. 
From  these  affecting  reveries  in  which  Erina 
indulged  ;  from  this  ecstatic  delirum  into 
which  love  plunged  the  youthful  prince, 
they  were  aroused  by  the  sudden  entrance 
of    the   gay   de    Brianqcon;    who  accosting, 
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Erina  and  her  illustrious  companion  with 
his  accustomed  politeness  and  vivacity,  in- 
formed his  highness  he  was  sent  on  an  em- 
bassy to  summon  them  to  breakfast. 

The  laughing  cheerfulness  of  the  viscount, 
called  the  smile  of  courtesy  into  the  fine 
countenance  of  Jaffier  Mahomed;  and  as  he 
gracefully  motioned  to  Erina  to  lead  the  way 
to  her  friend,  who  was  waiting  their  approach, 
at  the  breakfast  table  spread  in  the  varan  do, 
to  which  with  elegant  playfulness,  she  beck- 
oned the  trio  advancing  down  the  broad  ver- 
dant avenue,  that  conducted  from  the  terrace 
at  the  river  side  to  the  villa,  Erina's  lovely 
face  reflected  the  smile  of  gaiety  that  beamed 
fiom  the  countenance  of  each  of  her  friends. 

After  an  interchange  of  salutations,  equally 
she  result  and  testimony  of  politeness  and  sin.- 
cere  friendship,  which  lend  charms  to  each 
other  and  render  social  intercourse  delightful, 
the  party  took  their  seats  at  the  breakfast 
table.  Here,  according  to  custom,  Erina 
presided  ;  as  she  served  the  illustrious  guest 
with  tea,  and  reached  her  snowy  hands  to 
help  the  prince  to  cream  and  sugar  from  rich 
antique  vasses  of  embossed  plate,  the  beauty 
T  5 
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of  her  figure,  and  the  grace  of  her  attitudes, 
set  off  by  the  picturesque  elegance  of  her 
becoming  attire,  as  the  soft  folds  of  her  white 
transparent  veil  shewed  the  contour  of  her 
matchless  shape,  and  the  incomparable  out- 
line and  colour  of  her  neck,  and  tastefully 
braided  hair,  struck  with  admiration,  ever 
awakened  by  the  endless  variety  of  her 
charms,  the  eyes  of  all  present;  which  were 
constantly  fixed  upon  her  by  the  unstudied 
exhibition  of  some  new  grace  of  look  and 
gesture. 

Whilst  Rosaline,  with  the  exultation  of  ge- 
nerous friendship,  watched  the  enraptured 
glances  of  the  prince,  she  smiled  on  Erina, 
and  complimented  her  on  the  choice  of  the 
asiatic  veil  which  admirably  suited  her.  "  I 
think  with  your  friend,"  cried  de  Briancon 
gaily,  "  that  the  moorish  attire  becomes  you 
to  a  miracle,  my  dear  Erina.  1  must,  there- 
fore, in  future  call  you  la  belle  Indienne ;  and 
request  you  to  retain  the  eastern  dress.  Per- 
haps, his  highness,  the  prince,  will  join  his 
entreaties  to  mine,  in  order  to  persuade  you 
to  lead  the  fashion  for  european  ladies  to 
adopt  the  habit  of  the  women  of  this  coun- 
try." 
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This  little  complimentary  speech,  suffused 
the  cheeks  of  Erina,  with  a  deeper  glow  of 
roseat  bloom  arising  at  the  idea  of  attracting 
particular  observation  :  combined  with  this 
feeling  of  youthful  bash  fulness,  a  reflection 
suggested  itself  to  her  modesty,  that  in  con- 
tinuing the  dress  that  had  drawn  upon  her  so 
much  attention  and  compliment,  she  might 
be  suspected  of  coquetry.  Confused  at  the 
painful  apprehension  of  incurring  such  a 
suspicion,  she  assured  the  company  she  had 
merely  adopted  the  covering  she  wore,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Indians,  as  an  easy  and  con- 
venient mode  of  wrapping  herself  sufficiently 
warm  to  take  a  morning  solitary  walk.  "  I 
thought,"  added  Erina,  with  a  blushing  smile 
which  expressed  truth  and  innocence,  in  a 
manner' equally  convincing  as  it  was  engag- 
ing, (i  that  a  hat  and  shawi  would  be  a  heavy, 
encumbrance  in  the  exercise  I  intended  to 
take;  and  as  1  did  not  expect  the  pleasure 
of  so  early  a  visit  as  your  highness  honoured 
us  with,"  she  continued  bowing  to  the  prince, 
I  had  no  idea  of  being  seen  by  company  so 
muffled."  Thus  saying,  she  threw  off  the 
veil,  which  the  fieshness  of  the  morning  air 
had  prevented  her  laying  aside  when  she  sat 
down  to  breakfast* 

t  G 
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Whilst  Erina  was  divesting   herself  of  the 
light  drapery,  which  even  in  taking  off,  gave 
the  most   picturesque  effect  to   her    beautiful 
figure,  whilst  each  movement  displayed  anew 
grace,  the    volatile   de  Briancon,  laughingly, 
accused  her  of  caprice,  and  in  a  tone  of  plea- 
santry, assured  the  prince  Erina  meant  to  con- 
vince them,  she  was  equally  charming  in  all 
characters  and  every  dress.     The  lively  Rosa- 
line,   smiled   at  this  little    sally   of   the   vis- 
count's high   spirits.     Erina  herself,  with  her 
usual    sweetness,  joined   in   a  good-humoured 
laugh  of  de   Briancon ;  whilst  the  prince  too 
deeply  enamoured  to  pay   a  compliment  that 
might  be   construed   as    a  piece   of  common- 
place politeness,  which  uttered  without  much 
meaning  is  taken  as  the  mere  ceremony  of  ci- 
vility, with   a  silent  smile  tacitly  commended 
the  viscount's  jest,  then  looked  at  Erina  with 
a  resumed  serious  air,  that  declared  to  eveiy 
one    hut    herself   how     much      he     idolized 
her. 

Ignorant  as  de  Briancon  and  Rosaline 
were  of  the  prince's  intentions,  and  unsus- 
picious as  they  were  that  his  inclination  and 
the  wish  of  his  parents  led  him,  in  opposi  ion 
to  tbe  manners  of  his  country  and  the  licence 
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of  his  religion,  to  offer  the  serious  vows  of 
his  heart  to  an  european  lady,  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  uniting  himself  to  her  with  the  strict- 
est fidelity,  yet,  neither  the  viscount  nor  Lady 
Kinross  could  avoid  remarking  the  devotioa 
Jafrler  Mahomed  paid  their  lovely  charge. 
Considering,  however,  the  prince's  assidu- 
ities as  a  mere  tribute  of  temporary  gallantry, 
which  evinced  the  elegance  of  his  taste,  they 
esteemed  him  higher  for  each  proof  of  enthu- 
siastic admiration  of  their  beloved  Erina; 
and  feeling  for  him  the  sincerest  friendship, 
they  testified  it  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
constantly  courting  his  company,  not  only  as 
the  most  agreeable  acquisition  and  honour, 
but  as  a  tribute  of  polite  attention  and  grati- 
tude due  to  the  courtesy  of  the  illustrious 
youth,  and  the  amiable  preserver  of  Eiina. 

The  consideration  of  that  lovely  girl,  for 
the  prince  was  also  evinced  in  a  manner  so  de- 
cided and  delicately  flattering,  as  to  render 
his  visits  extremely  delightful  to  him  ;  and 
might  have  encouraged  him  to  hope  he  uas 
particularly  pleasing  to  the  object  of  hi3  love, 
had  not  that  love  rendered  him  timid,  i.»  pro- 
portion to  the  encreasing  ardour  of  his  pas- 
sion, and  had  not  the  apprehensions  attend- 
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ant  on  anxious  affection,  persuaded  his  diffi- 
dence, that  the  regard  Erina  had  for  him,  ori- 
ginated only  from  her  sense  of  obligation  to 
him,  which  her  amiable  dispositions,  prompted 
her  constantly  to  acknowledge  by  her  conduct 
as  much  as  in  her  language. 

The  cordial  reception  he  always  met  with 
at  the  villa,  and  the  intimate  looting  on  which? 
he  had  for  some  time  been  with  each  of  the 
family.,  induced  him  latterly  to  en  crease 
the  number  and  length  of  his  visits,  and  pre- 
vented his  presence  being  a  constraint  on  any 
of  the  party.  Finding  a  greater  reluctance 
than  he  had  ever  before  experienced,  to  leave 
the  fascinating  company  of  Erina,  the  prince 
could  not  bring  hinseif  to  quit  the" circle  after 
breakfast.  Pleased  to  detain  a  companion 
whose  conversation  was  always  charming, 
Rosaline  requested  her  illustrious  visitor  would 
favour  her  and  Erina  with  his  society,  until 
the  viscount  returned  from  Chandenagore, 
where  business  demanded  his  presence  that 
morning.  "  My  friend  and  I  will  exert  our- 
selves, to  prevent  your  highness  finding  the 
time  tedious,"  cried  Lady  Kinross,  sweetly 
smiling  with  her  accustomed  vivacity  ;  whilst 
Erina's  expressive  countenance,  declared  her 
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usual  readiness  to  second  every  effort  Rosaline 
made  to  entertain  the  prince.  With  a  grace- 
ful bow,  and  a  look  declarative  of  infinitely 
more  than  language  could  have  power  to  con- 
vey, he  assured  the  two  lovely  friends,  he 
should  feel  himself'  so  superlatively  happy 
in  their  presence,  that  hours  would  fly  like 
moments,  and  lie  should  think  his  stay  in 
their  society  too  short  to  whatever  length  it 
might  be  protracted. 

In  answer  to  their  speech,  sincere  as  it  was 
courteous,  de  Brian  con  told  the  prince  he 
would  hasten  back  as  soon  as  possible  to  re- 
join the  party  which  he  quitted  with  regret  $ 
then  taking  leave  of  Jaffier  Mahomed,  the 
viscount  solicited  the  honour  of  his  highness* 
company  to  dinner,  to  compensate  for  the 
privation  of  that  conversation  his  absence  for 
the  morning  obliged  him  to  forego,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  the  prince's  promise  of  his  spend- 
ing the  day  at  the  villa  de  Briancoa  sat  off 
for  town. 

At  the  entreaty  of  their  visitor,  Rosaline 
and  Eiina  performed  some  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  ;  after  which  at  his  desire  Lady 
Kinross    took    up    her   embroidery    and    her 
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lovely  companion  sat  down  to  the  easel,  whilst 
the  prince,  at    Erina's    request,  translated   to 
them   some   pieces  of  Persian  poetry  that  he 
had  brought  to  shew  them  the  style  of  eastern 
writing.     The  subjects  of  the  verses,  selected 
by  Jaftier   Mahomed,  as    samples   of  Asiatic 
literature,  of  which    Erina   had   expressed   a 
wish   to  know    something,    were    tender;   the 
sentiments  were  delicate,  noble,  and  natural, 
and  expressed  in  the   most  touching  manner, 
and  the  imagery   and   epithets  which  the  poet 
had  chosen   to  represent  and  adorn   his  ideas 
and   feelings,  were  strikingly  bold,  and  occa- 
sionally   sublime.      These    compositions    the 
prince  translated  into  English,  with  a  facility 
and  grace  that    evinced    he    possessed    equal 
science  and  genius.     To   the   knowledge  of  a 
scholar,  he   added,    that    superior    polish    of 
mind,  the  best   education    can  give  to  trans- 
cendant  abilities   alone,  which,    evinced    un- 
assumingly in  all  l-e  did,  and   in  every  thing 
he  said,  rendered  him   equally   pleasing  as  he 
was  brilliant.     The  glowing  and   appropriate 
language  he  alw  ays  employed  in  the  delivery  of 
his  thoughts,  t!e  modulation  of  his  voice,  the 
expression  of  lis  countenance,  and  the  grace 
of  his  action  ::iade  him  so  strikingly  eloquent, 
that  the  most  trivial  subject  on  which  he  con- 
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versed,  could  not  fail  of  being  impressive; 
and  lie  had  never  appeared  so  interesting  to 
Erina,  as  translating  the  Persian  verses;  when 
to  all  the  spirit  and  tenderness  of  the  poet, 
Jaffier  Mahomed  added  his  own  genius  and 
delicacy.  Pleased  with  the  judiciously  se- 
lected examples  of  oriental  literature,  Erina's 
Taste  was  more  charmed  by  this  new  display 
of  the  amiable  prince's  accomplishments;  for, 
on  the  subject  of  poetry,  she  found  that  his 
knowledge  was  as  profound,  as  his  judgment 
was  correct.  Having  read  the  first  Latin,  Eng- 
lish, French,  Italian,  and  Spanish  authors, 
with  all  the  eastern  productions  of  chief  note, 
his  conversation  on  the  theme  of  versification, 
shewed  he  possessed  as  much  poetical  taste, 
as  extensive  information  :  and  on  Rosaline's 
telling  him,  she  was  certain  he  himself  was  a 
poet,  he  modestly  confessed,  he  had  at- 
tempted the  art  he  enthusiastically  admired, 
and  at  the  united  solicitations  of  Lady  Kinross 
and  Erina,  was  prevailed  upon  to  promise 
them  a  sight  of  some  verses  he  had  made. 

From  the  warm  encomiums  they  bestowed 
on  the  pieces  he  had  read  to  them,  he  seized 
an  occasion  to  speak  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Persian  language,  and    on  Erina's  expressing 
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a  wish  to  know  some  tiling  of  it,  the  prince 
earnestly  recommended  it  to  her  study,  and 
offered  to  become  her  instructor.  In  reply 
to  this  proposal,  the  amiable  girl  assured  him., 
she  already  considered  herself  too  deeply  in- 
debted to  the  benevolent  and  polite  exertions 
of  his  highness,  to  put  his  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy to  farther  trials:  but  he  declaring  him- 
self infinitely  obliged  by  acknowledgments 
that  far  exceeded  his  services,  told  Erina, 
her  continuing  to  accept  them,  would  confer 
additional  favours  ;  and  urged  her  so  prcss- 
ingly  to  permit  his  having  the  honour  of  in- 
structing a  pupil,  whose  abilities  would  reflect 
such  credit  on  him,  that  she  had  little  incli- 
nation to  reject  a  civility  offered  her  in  so  pe- 
culiarly polite  a  manner,  as  to  render  its  ac- 
ceptance an  indispensable  courtesy,  rather 
than  a  submission  to  receive  an  obligation. 

In  occupations  and  conversation,  equally 
elegant,  amusive,  and  improving,  the  hours 
of  the  morning  flew  on  pleasure's  rapid  wing  : 
and  de  Brian  con's  return  home,  unexpectedly 
announced  to  the  deeply  engaged  trio,  that 
the  dav  was-  far  advanced. 


Dinner  being  shortly  after  served  and  con- 
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eluded,  Rosaline  and  Erina  retired,  according 
to  the  modes  of  India,  to  take  an  hour's  re- 
pose, and  dress  for  their  evening's  airing,  and 
reception  of  their  visitors;  who  every  night 
assembled,  without  any  particular  invitation, 
to  form  a  social  circle,  in  which  conversation 
and  supper  for  a  large  company,  who  met 
without  any  ceremony,  afforded  rational  and 
convivial  entertainment. 

On  separating  after  dinner,  the  prince  re- 
quested Erina  to  lend  him  a  volume  of  Metas- 
tatic); adding,  in  a  tone  that  expressed  tender 
sentiments  rather  than"  complimentary  gal- 
lantry, that  as  he  seldom  indulged  in  the  cus- 
tom of  sleerving  in  the  evenings,  and  was  then 
less  inclined  to  it  than  ever,  he  should  be  in 
need  of  some  interesting  occupation  to  pre- 
vent his  feeling  in  its  full  force  the  regrets  her 
absence  must  inspire;  and  that  if  any  thing 
could  divert  him  from  melancholy  till  again 
blessed  witli  her  presence,  it  must  be  a  book 
of  her  recommendation. 

Erina  had  been  too  much  habituated  to  the 
language  of  adulation,  to  be  surprised  tit  this 
complimentary  address;  but  there  was  some- 
thing in  tiiemannerof  it  so  particularly  striking, 
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and  at  the  same  time  so  extremely  engaging 
that  she  could  not  help  feeling  an  impression 
she  had  never  yet  experienced  from  the   most 
encomiastic   speech  that  had    been   made    to 
her.     A    sentiment   of  gratification,  of   plea- 
sure almost  amounting  to  delight,  touched  her 
heart,  suffused  her  cheek  with  a  glowing  sen- 
sation, and  made  her  eyes   sparkle  with  joy, 
while  a  sweet  smile  of  sportive  gaiety  dimpling 
round  her  lips,  spoke  an  engaging  readiness  to 
comply   with   the  request  of  the  prince ;  and 
without  calling  his  sincerity  in  question,  she 
flew  to  her  library,  and  selecting  her  favourite 
volume  of  the  admired  poet,  she  presented  it 
to  Jaffier  Mahomed,  playfully  expressing  her 
wish,  that  he  might  have  every  regret  dissi- 
pated by  the  charms  of  Metastasio's  genius. 

Having  retired  to  her  chamber,  and  thrown 
on  a  loose  dress  in  which  she  slept,  she  felt 
no  inclination  to  repose,  notwithstanding  the 
fatigues  of  the  preceding  night,  and  her  early 
rising  that  morning  after  a  very  few  hour's 
rest.  Taking  up  a  book,  therefore,  she  seated 
herself  at  her  bow-window,  overlooking  the 
river,  and  alternately  read  and  contemplated 
the  beautiful  prospect  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hoogley.     In  spite,  however,  of  the  charm- 
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ing  views  of  sylvan  scenery  around  her,  and 
the  interesting  author  she  perused,  her  thoughts 
wandered  from  the  page  and  scene  to  themes 
in  which  the  prince  became  a  principal  object. 
Combined  with  her  obligations  to  him,  which 
were  frequently  the  subject  of  her  reflections, 
his  increasing  assiduities,  his  daily  new-dis- 
covered talents,  accomplishments,  and  virtues, 
passed  in  review,  and  discovered  to  her  a 
mutual  growing  interest,  the  idea  of  which 
confusedly  pleased  and  alarmed  her. 

In  the  midst  of  these  perplexing,  yet  fasci- 
nating reveries,  wherein  vague  notions  of 
mingled  pain  and  delight  flitted  through  her 
unsettled  fancy  ;  Silvia  entered  her  dressing- 
room  to  remind  Erina  it  was  time  to  prepare 
for  their  evening  airing.  Obedient  to  this 
summons  to  the  toilette,  she  applied  herself 
with  more  haste  and  attention  than  usual,  to 
its  cares,  and  in  a  short  time,  was  most  be- 
comingly attired  to  appear  amongst  her  friends. 

Repairing  to  the  front  verando,  she  found 
the  prince  alone  :  for  Rosaline  was  still  in  her 
chamber,  and  de  Briangon  was  busied  in  giv- 
ing some  directions  to  his  attendants  relative 
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to  the  phaeton,  which  stood  ready  for  their 
evening  ride. 

A  glow  of  delight  spread  itself  in  a  florid 
tint,  over  the  fine  countenance  of  the  ena- 
moured }routh,  as  with  the  eagerness  of  en- 
thusiastic love,  and  an  obeisance  of  profound 
respect  and  tenderest  feeling  he  approached 
Erina.  A  deep  blush,  arising  from  the  com- 
prehension of  the  sentiments  she  excited  in 
the  bosom  of  the  prance,  and  the  conscious- 
ness of  partiality  for  him,  suffused  the  cheeks 
of  the  timid  maid,  as  Jaffier  Mahomed's  ex- 
pressive looks  and  manner  declared  him  her 
empassioned  lover.  Never  had  Erina  and  the 
prince  appeared  so  interesting  to  each  other  as 
at  this  moment,  when  both  of  them  fluttered, 
trembling,  and  embarrassed,  were  at  a  loss 
what  to  say.  From  this  confusion  the  entrance 
of  de  Briancon  relieved  them.  "  I  mean  to 
resign  the  reins  and  the  ladies  to  the  care  of 
your  highness  this  evening,"  said  the  viscount, 
u  if  you  are  disposed  to  take  the  trouble  of 
driving  my  phaeton  in  order  to  enjoy  the  fe- 
licity of  giving  Rosaline  and  her  friend  the 
pleasure  of  an  airing." 

To  this  the  prince  replied  with  all  the  refined 
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courtesy  of  chivalry,  that  he  was  ever  at  the 
devotion  of  Lady  Kinross  and  her  fair  com- 
panion, and  the  former  now  joining  them,  and 
putting  herself,  with  Erina,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  prince,  he  mounted  the  phaeton 
with  graceful  agility;  and  assisting  the  nymph* 
like  friends  into  the  elegant  vehicle,  with 
equal  politeness  and  delight,  entertained  them 
by  lively  and  interesting  conversation,  in  which 
brilliant  imagination  and  refinement  of  senti- 
ment were  so  blended  as  to  charm  and  improve 
the  heart. 

The  road  he  took  conducted  them  through 
a  country  rich  and  beautiful.  The  sun  was 
nearly  set,  and  his  bright  departing  beams, 
attempered  by  evening  zephyrs,  irradiated  with 
mild  effulgence  the  smiling  face  of  nature, 
pursuing  their  way  by  an  elevated  road,  planted 
on  each  side  with  dates,  a  wide  extent  of  rice- 
ground  was  seen  on  either  hand  from  between 
the  slender  stems  of  the  trees,  while  their 
long-fringed  branches,  waving  over  head, 
formed  an  umhrageous  canopy.  Arriving  at 
length  on  the  borders  of  a  broad  expanse  of 
water,  skirted  with  thick  woods,  an  avenue 
leading  through  a  mango  grove,  tempted  them 
to  proceed  under  the  over-arching  boughs,  to 
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take  a  near  view  of  a  magnificent  lnndoo  pa- 
goda which  terminated  the  visto.  Through 
several  glades  of  its  surrounding  consecrated 
shades,  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  gilded  the 
hallowed  arcades  of  this  grotesque  edifice, 
before  which,  the  two  grooms  attendant  on 
the  carriage,  prostrated  themselves  on  the 
sacred  earth  with  zealous  adoration.  From  a 
sentiment  of  philanthropy,  Erina  aspirated  a 
wish  that  Heaven  in  mercy  might  bless  this 
fervour  of  religion,  although  misled  by  igno- 
rance to  idolatrous  worship. 

Encircling  the  Enclosure  of  this  temple,  a 
winding  road  tempted  them  into  the  recesses 
of  a  close  wilderness,  where,  amidst  entangled 
coppice,  wild  flowers,  and  shrubs  in  luxuriant 
vegetation,  wove  embowering  verdure  under  a 
variety  of  forest  trees.  In  this  retreat  the 
knotty  trunks  of  gigantic  bannian  were  seen 
enwreathed  with  creeping  plants,  which  hung 
in  festoons  to  surrounding  branches  that  had 
taken  root,  and  flourished  in  sylvan  arches 
about  their  parent  stems.  Mingled  with  the 
dark-green  shining  leaves  of  this  singularly 
picturesque  and  beautiful  tree,  the  magnificent 
tamarind,  with  its  spreading  boughs,  and  pale- 
coloured,  lightly  playing,  and  delicate  foliage, 


OR,    GUARDIAN    GENII.  433 

resembling  the  feathery  branching  -  acacia, 
stretched  across  the  road;  and  huge  jack-trees, 
with  enormous  fan-leaved  papaw,  loaded  with 
large  pendant  fruit,  gave  an  idea  of  cultiva- 
tion and  vicinity  to  human  habitation,  in  a 
place  which  seemed  wild  as  the  haunts  of  s4- 
vage  animals  in  lonely  wastes. 

Passing  through  this  thick  covert,  the  so- 
lemn gloom  of  the  sequestered  spot  inspired  a 
sensation  of  pleasing  awe.  As  evening  stole 
upon  the  scene,  the  shades  of  twilight  deep- 
ened the  shadows  of  the  surrounding,  over- 
arching trees.  The  silent  birds  were  now  re- 
tiring  to  repose,  and  nothing  interrupted  the 
stillness  reigning  in  this  lonely  place,  exceptthe 
tread  of  the  horses  as  they  passed  over  the  soft 
sod,  and  the  rustling  of  shivering  branches 
which  often  brushed  the  phaeton  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  entangling  brake  of  the 
wood. 

Some  Fakirs,  as  the  Mahometans  call  their 
itinerant  religious  mendicants,  were  met  strol- 
ling through  this  retirement  like  pilgrims;  and 
in  its  deepest  recesses  Br  am  ins  were  seen  si- 
lently performing  their  vows  of  mortification 
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and  austerities  ;  adding  an  appearance  of  so- 
lemnity to  the  scene. 

Although  Rosaline  and  Erina  had  not  long 
been  residents  in  the  country,  they  had,  in 
their  morning  and  evening  rides,  explored  it 
so  thoroughly  as  to  be  perfectly  acquainted 
with  all  the  roads  surrounding  their  villa,  and 
knew  that  the  way  they  were  now  pursuing 
would  lead  them  home;  but  by  a  circuitous 
and  thickly  over-shadowed  road  which  the  en- 
creasing  darkness  of  the  hour,  that  they  found 
to  he  later  than  they  had  imagined,  would 
render  not  only  difficult,  but  dangerous. 

The  ride  had  been  chosen  because  it  was 
Erina's  favourite  road;  the  prince  admired  it 
as  romantically  rural,  and  would  have  wished 
the  time  prolonged,  when  seated  behind  her 
in  unconstrained  retirement,  he  felt  himself 
at  liberty  to  indulge,  both  in  thought  and  ex- 
pression, that  strain  of  sentiment  which  the 
presence  of  any  person,  but  Lady  Kinross 
would  have  interrupted. 


As  the  evening  was  closing  in,  she  expressed 
her  uneasiness  at  the  apprehension  of  their 
being  benighted  in  the  intricacies  of  the  wood  : 
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and  the  moment  her  alarms  on  this  subject 
were  disclosed  to  the  prince,  he  yielded  his 
desire  to  prolong  the  ride,  to  the  wish  Rosaline 
gently  hinted  of  returning  home  by  the  shorter 
and-opener  road  they  came.  With  a  sweetness 
of  temper,  and  a  compliance  of  disposition, 
testified  in  the  softest  and  most  engaging  man- 
ner, he  instantly  agreed  to  the  proposal,  al- 
though Lady  Kinross  submitted  it  to  his  deci- 
sion, whether  it  were  most  adviseable  to  pro- 
ceed or  risk  turning  the  carriage  in  a  very 
narrow  and  uneven  road.  Sensible  of  all  the 
danger  attendant  on  the  attempt,  he  resolved 
to  make  it,  in  order  to  tranquillize  the  alarms 
of  the  timid  Rosaline;  and  reigning  in  the 
horses,  he  requested  her  to  alight  with  her 
fair  companion,  whilst  he  endeavoured  to  turn 
the  phaeton. 

Notwithstanding  Erina  felt  no  fear  of  re- 
maining in  the  carriage,  she  readily  consented 
to  take  the  trouble  of  dismounting  with  her 
friend  rather  than  boast  a  superior  courage; 
which  might  have  induced  the  amiable  Rosa- 
line to  the  painful  effort  of  endeavouring  to 
subdue  her  apprehensions,  as  Erina  knew  she 
was  capable  of  doing,  to  conform  to  her  in- 
clination of  keeping  her  seat,  or  else   to  have 
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experienced  uneasiness  in  giving  any  to  her 
friend  in  doing  what  she  felt  contrary  to  her 
liking. 

Being  left  now  to  the  execution  of  a  difficult 
task,  with  extreme  dexterity  the  prince  had 
nearly  accomplished  what  appeared  almost  an 
impossibility,  when  one  of  the  spirited  horses 
he  managed  with  extraordinary  skill,  plunged 
with  impatient  metal,  and  so  terrified  Erina, 
who,  with  an  anxiously  beating  heart,  saw  all 
the  danger  of  the  prince.,  that  she  uttered  a 
shriek,  which  frightened  the  animal  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  him  ungovernable.  No 
longer  obedient  to  the  rein,  he  reared  and 
curveted  so  as  to  overset  the  phaeton;  when 
at  the  dreadful  accident  Erina  felt  conscious 
of  having  occasioned,  she  fell  fainting  into 
the  arms  of  Rosaline. 

Fortunately,  the  shock  of  overturning 
had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  prevented  by 
the  bushes  and  underwood,  amidst  which, 
upon  the  top  of  a  young  palm-tree,  the  car- 
riage was  supported  in  its  fall,  and  the  wheels 
got  so  entangled  in  the  brushwood,  that  the 
horses  were  checked  from  running  off;  by 
which  means  the  sices,  or  attendant  grooms, 
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were  enabled  to  seize  and  manage  them,  whilst 
with  a  spring  of  vigour  and  agility,  the  prince 
leaped  from  the  phaeton,  and  flew  to  assist  the 
terrified  Rosaline  in  supporting  and  restoring 
to  animation  her  fainting  friend.  Erina  looked 
beautiful,  even  divested  of  sense  and  the  vivid 
bloom  which  always  enlivened  her  exquisite 
features;  their  perfect  symmetry  alone,  now 
constituted  the  most  interesting  loveliness,  as 
her  agonized  lover  hung  over  her  whilst  her 
pallid  face,  bathed  in  a  shower  of  tenderest 
friendship's  tears,  reclined  on  Rosaline's  bosom. 
As  in  mute  anguish  the  prince  contemplated 
the  sweet  picture  of  the  two  beauteous  friends^ 
his  own  attitude  and  countenance  would  have 
furnished  a  painter  with  the  finest  study  for  the 
delineation  of  manly  grace  and  feeling.  Hav- 
ing thrown  himself  on  one  knee  before  the 
reclined  Erina,  he  seized,  and  pressed  her 
hands  with  all  the  expression  of  agonized  love; 
that  expression,  beaming  from  his  eves,  met 
her's,  as  with  returning  animation  they  opened 
on  the  object  before  her.  Awakening  to  the 
remembrance  of  his  danger,  which  had  so 
shocked  as  to  deprive  her  of  all  sense,  its  first 
impulse  was  an  eager  enquiry  respecting  the* 
prince's  situation  ;  and  after  reiterated  inter- 
rogations,  on  her  part,  relative   to  his  safety 
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and  his  repeated  assurances  that  he  had  es- 
caped all  peril,  the  gentle  Erina  warmly  eja- 
culated her  thanks  to  Heaven  for  its  gracious 
protection  of  her  deliverer,  and  animated  by 
gratitude  to  Providence  for  the  preservation  of 
him  who,  in  similar  circumstances,  had  saved 
her  life,  the  amiable  girl  disclosed  her  senti- 
ments with  all  the  energy  of  her  enthusiastic 
nature,  and  then  exhausted  by  the  powerful 
find  opposite  emotions  she  had  experienced 
.from  the  first  shock  to  her  subsequent  terror  for 
the  prince's  perilous  situation,  and  the  liveliest 
joy  at  his  miraculous  escape  from  it,  her  flut- 
tered spirits  relieved  themselves  in  a  shower  of 
tears. 

The  still  anxious  lover  agitated  by  mingled 
and  conflicting  sentiments  of  tenderest  solici- 
tude, fear  and  hope,  grief  and  joy,  pain  and 
pleasure,  supported  with  trembling  arms  the 
enchanting  maid  he  idolized,  whilst  Rosaline 
sought  for  a  smeding-bottle  to  prevent  the 
danger  of  a  second  swoon.  To  restore  Erina's 
fluttered  spirits,  her  friend  bathed  her  fair 
polished  forehead  and  temples  with  lavender- 
water,  whilst,  at  the  desire  of  Lady  Kinross, 
the  prince  rubbed  some  on  the  hands  of  their 
beautiful   patient;    who,   sweetly    smiling    in 
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soft  accents  of  heart-felt  gratitude,  thanked 
them  for  so  kindly  and  carefully  performing 
the  offices  of  friendship. 

Rosaline  kneeling  heside  Erina,  who,  still 
enfeebled  by  a  sensation  of  faintnesss,  leaned 
with  virgin  timidity  on  the  arm  of  the  prince, 
took  off  her  hat  to  chafe  her  temples  with 
greater  ease.  The  profusion  of  her  glossy 
auburn  tresses,  flowing  unbound  in  disheveled 
waves  on  her  beautiful  shoulders,  and  snowy 
bosom,  while  a  few  light  ringlets  shaded  her 
enchanting  face — the  sweet  expression  that 
beamed  in  mild  radiance  from  her  eyes,  and 
animated  her  bewitching  smiles;  the  exquisitely 
fine  form  of  her  graceful  half-recumbent  figure 
as  she  sat  on  the  turf  on  which  she  had  fallen  ; 
the  mellifluous  tones  of  her  voice  as  in  gentle 
accents  she  spoke  her  thanks  to  each  of  her 
assiduous  attendants;  and,  above  all,  the  touch 
of  her  beautiful  arm  and  hand,  white  and 
smooth  as  polished  ivory,  roused  the  ardent 
feelings  of  the  enamoured  prince  to  transports' 
supremest  ecstasy.  Love  most  enthusiastic, 
yet  pure  as  energetic,  declared  itself  in  the 
glances  of  his  eyes,  tenderness,  united  with 
exquisite  delicacy,  spoke  in  each  word  he 
littered,  whilst  the  tremulous  pressure  of  his 
u  4 
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soft  hand  as  he  respectfully  touched  the  taper 
fingers  of  Erina's,  and  applied  the  refreshing 
perfume  to  her  roseat  palm,  expressed  more 
than  language  would  have  dared,  in  the  first 
avowal  of  a  passion,  to  whisper  in  a  hashful 
virgin's  ear. 

Without  comprehending  the  prince's  feel- 
ings, Erina's  took  alarm  from  sympathy;  and 
heightening  blushes,  down-cast  looks,  and  fait- 
ring  accents,  confessed  more  than  awakened 
consciousness  was  fully  sensible  either  of  dis- 
closing or  experiencing.  Ever  capable  of 
exertion  when  circumstances  demand  it,  the 
modest  Erina  felt  now  particularly  called  upon 
to  summon  all  her  presence  of  mind,  and 
making  an  effort  to  shake  off  the  languor  which 
reminded  her  of  her  recent  swoon,  she  rose 
with  the  assistance  of  Rosaline's  offered  arm, 
and  with  trembling  steps,  aided  by  the  prince 
at  his  entreat}',  with  more  courage  than  strength 
of  frame,  she  took  her  seat  in  the  phaeton, 
which  forunately  had  been  preserved  from  da- 
mage ;  and  even  in  the  flutter  of  spirits  occa- 
sioned by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances 
which  might  have  overpowered  her,  Erina 
set  an  example  that  resolution  was   sufficient 
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to  overcome  whatever  good  sense  determined 
to  coaquer. 

The  shades  of  night,  which  in  the  torrid 
zone  succeed  quickly  after  sun-set,  had  nearly 
darkened  the  close  wood  ere  they  left  its  re- 
cesses; hut  the  fear  of  alarming  each  other 
kept  hoth  the  fair  friends  from  disclosing 
their  apprehensions  of  missing  the  sequestered 
road,  or  encountering  another  accident.  At 
length  emerging  from  the  deep  shade  that  en- 
veloped the  grove,  bright  moon-beams  lighted 
the  remainder  of  their  way  homeward. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  villa,  they  found  de 
Briancon  and  the  count  impatiently  waiting 
their  return.  The  accident  wiiich  had  oc- 
curred, was  recounted  by  Rosaline  with  great 
warmth  of  encomium  on  the  prince.  On  the 
theme  of  his  politeness,  his  adroitness,  and 
his  risks  in  their  service,  the  generous  Erina 
could  not  with-nald  her  tribute  of  praise,  nor 
conceal  the  gratitude  she  felt  his  due,  whilst 
J  airier  Mahomed,  gratified,  yet  embarrassed 
by  the  eulogiums  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  him, 
modestly  wished  those  acknowledgements  si- 
lenced, which  he  thought  far  over-rated  his 
merits. 

v  5 
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As  the  evening  was  cool,,  the  party  repaired 
to  the  tea-table  in  the  saloon,  and  gathered 
round  it  in  the  social  English  manner.  On 
assembling  near  the  light,  the  quick-sighted 
Erina  perceived  some  drops  of  blood  upon 
the  shawl  which  the  prince  wore  as  a  scarf — 
with  anxious  trepidation  the  discovery  was 
mentioned  as  soon  as  made;  when  the  gentle 
Rosaline,  united  with  de  Briancon  in  solicitude, 
about  their  illustrious  guest;  who,  unable  to 
prevaricate,  was  compelled  to  confess  he  had 
received  a  slight  hurt  in  his  arm.  This  cir- 
cumstance he  would  not  have  disclosed,  had 
not  the  indications  of  the  wound  led  to  its 
discovery:  at  the  solicitations  of  the  viscount, 
and  the  two  ladies,  that  he  would  retire,  and 
examine  the  injury  he  had  received,  the  prince 
said  he  was  certain  it  was  a  mere  scratch  not 
worth  noticing;  when  indicating  the  place  he 
stretched  forth  his  left  arm,  and  found  his 
vestments  torn  in  a  long  slit  from  the  elbow 
downward — he  had  not  before  remarked  this 
as  his  attention  had  been  too  much  devoted  to 
Erina  when  she  fainted,  to  permit  him  to  be- 
stow a  thought  upon  himself.  At  her  earnest 
entreaty,  however,  he  now  submitted  his  arm 
to  de  Briancon's  examination,  who  found  a. 
Jeep  cut  where  the  sleeve  was  torn.     Of  this 
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the  prince  made  very  light,  whilst  the  viscount 
and  the  two  fair  friends,  expressing  the  utmost 
uneasiness  at  this  accident,  advised  the  wound 
to  be  bound  up  until  some  proper  dressing 
might  be  procured.  De  Briancon,  ever  gay, 
desired  Erina  to  officiate  as  surgeon;  telling 
her  that,  "  he  was  sure  a  bandage  applied  by 
her  beautiful  hands  must  prove  a  miraculous 
cure,  and  might  supersede  the  necessity  of 
medical  advice,  which  would  be  fortunate,  as 
none  could  be  procured  on  the  spot." 

This  little  lively  sally  was  made  to  vex  the 

count;  who,  on  his  arrival  at  the   villa   that 

evening,  seemed  hurt  to  find  Erina  absent  with 

he  prince,,  and  shewed  extreme  jealousy   of 

he    deep    interest    which    each   now   evinced 

towards   the  other.     That   interest  had  never 

been  before   either  so  much   awakened,  or  so 

unequivocally  demonstrated,  as  when  through 

the    languor   of  recent    indisposition,   Erina's 

fluttered  spirits  betrayed  emotions  which  first 

made  de  rArmencour  dread   the  prince  as  a 

rival,  and  inspired  the  latter  with   a   hope  of 

success  that  encouraged  him  to  declare  in  his 

looks  and  manner,,  that  he  was  the  empassioned 

lover  of  Erina. 

u  6 
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Embarrassed  by  tie  Brianeon,  she  blushed 
deeply,  and  knew  not  what  to  say,  when  the 
prince,  who  had  placed  himself  beside  the 
object  of  his  admiration,  turned  towards  her, 
and,  in  a  halt-whispering  accent,  and  a  glance 
that  gave  the  tenclerest  meaning  to  his  words* 
said,  "would  to  Heaven  I  might  flatter  myself 
with  a  hope  that  you  would  apply  a  remedy  to 
my  wound !" 

Abashed  at  the  idea  of  its  being  supposed 
she  took  this  sentence  in  any  but  a  literal 
sense;  and  willing  to  carry  off  the  confusion 
she  felt,  she  determined  to  enter  into  a  jest,  to 
shew  she  considered  it  as  such,  and  rallying  her 
accustomed  spirits,  she  replied  with  vivacity, 
that  as  his  highness  had  been  wounded  in  the 
service  of  Lady  Kinross,  and  had  neglected 
himself  in  attending  on  her  to  extricate  them 
from  their  difficulty,  she  could  not,  either  in 
justice  or  gratitude,  refuse  repaying  a  service 
his  highness  had  rendered  her,  and  would,  with 
pleasure  apply  the  bandage  prescribed  by  the 
viscount. 

Thus  saying,  she  called  to  an  attendant  de- 
siring him  to  ask  Silvia  for  a  fine  cambric  hand- 
kerchief; and,  having  received  it,  with  a  blush- 
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ing  smile  of  embarrassment,  mingled  with  the 
soft  expression  of  a  heart  alive  to  the  tenderest 
sensibility,  and  with  all  the  engaging  modesty 
of  virgin  delicacy,  Erina  bound,  with  tremb- 
ling hands,  the  arm  of  the  Prince  ;  who,  with 
looks  eloquently  expressive  of  every  sentiment 
an  empa>sioned  lover  could  experience  on  such 
an  occasion,  gracefully  bowed  his  thanks  for 
a  sweet  condescension  which  promised  san- 
guine hope  of  a  future  triumph. 

Elated  by  sweet  anticipation,  the  illustrious 
youth,  ever  elegant  and  engaging,  became 
more  so  than  ever.  While  the  count,  chagrined 
beyond  description,  at  thinking,  for  the  first 
time,  that  he  was  outshone,  and  not  regarded  as 
the  chief  object  of  attention,was  rendered  more 
diagreeable  than  Erina  had  ever  thought  him, 
by  the  mortification  his  pride  and  vanity  ex- 
perienced, in  feeling  that  the  partiality  he 
flattered  himself  she  entertained  for  him,  was 
now  transferred  to  a  rival. 

The  amiable  girl  unconsciously  now  evinced 
a  preference  for  the  prince,  which  although 
long  indulged  in  secret,  had  never  hitherto, 
appeared. 
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The  volatile  de  Briancon,  who,  with  an  ex- 
cellent heart  was  not  troubled  by  acute  sensi- 
bility, though  an  universal  admirer  of  female 
beauty,  enjoyed  the  mortification  of  the  con- 
ceited count,  who  always  prided  himself  on 
being  a  most  successful  gallant,  and  boasted 
of  the  favours  he  received.  In  character  to- 
tally dissimilar,  the  viscount  despised  de  l'Ar- 
mencour,  and  delighting  in  seeing  him  hum  bled, 
was  pleased  to  observe  tlie reciprocal  attentions 
of  Erin  a  and  the  prince;  for  de  Briancon  had 
never  experienced  a  passion  that  could  lead 
him  to  imagine  any  heart  had  ever  been  broken 
for  love. 

Rosaline,  more  romantic  in  her  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  mutual  attachment,  esteemed  too 
highly  the  virtues  of  Jafiier  Mahomed,  to  feel 
uneasy  at  the  adoration,  he  so  delicately  and 
respectfully  evinced  for  Erina;  and  knew  the 
heart  of  that  amiable  girl  too  well  to  suspect 
her  of  ever  indulging  a  sentiment  or  thought 
that  the  most  rigid  prudence  could  condemn. 

Thus  persuaded,  her  coudact  uniformly  de- 
monstrated the  confidence  she  placed  in  the 
prince's  honour,  and  the  high  consideration, 
she  cherished  for  his  qualities. 
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Good  humour,  friendship,  and  gaiety,  pre- 
sided in  the  circle  at  the  villa;  where,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  a  numerous  company  assembled 
to  spend  a  social  evening.  The  story  pf  the 
excursion  that  afternoon,  afforded  much  con- 
versation;  and  subjected  Erina  to  innumerable 
enquiries  on  the  theme  of  her  fainting,  which 
embarrassed  her. 

De  l'Armencour  haughty,  provoked,  and 
even  offended  with  Erina,  jealously  kept  his 
station  beside  her,  while  the  prince  placing 
himself  on  the  other  hand  of  the  object  o 
universal  attraction,  shared  the  largest  portion 
of  her  smiles,  for  which  there  gathered  an  en- 
circling crowd  of  eager  candidates.  Her  ge- 
neral sweetness  of  deportment,  her  easy  flow 
of  vivacity,  combined  with  the  strictest  de- 
corum, and  the  total  absence  of  affectation, 
presumption  on  the  adulation  she  received, 
inspired  the  prince  with  equal  admiration  and 
delight.  "  This/'  cried  he  to  himself,  "  is  the 
being:  I  have  sought — this  is  the  creature  for 
whom  I  would  sacrifice  every  tiling  1" 

The  bandage  on  his  arm,  although  not  os- 
tentatiously displayed,  attracted  observation, 
and    told  the   visitors    he   had  suffered   from 
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the  accident  during  the  evening  drive.  A 
young  officer  accosting  him  when  approaching 
to  address  Erina,  demanded  of  the  prince  if 
the  wound  was  painful ;  to  which  he  replied,  "  a 
sovereign  remedy  for  the  most  excruciating 
torture  had  been  applied  with  equal  kindness 
and  success."  N 

In  tacit  reply  to  an  expressive  look  directed 
by  the  prince  to  Erina,  she  smiled  ;  while  a 
malignant   scowl  glancing  on  him  from   the 
eyes   of  de   l'Armencour,    spoke  jealousy    so 
plainly  as  to  indicate  to  the   young  officer's 
observation   that  the  reputed   lover   of  Erina 
was  envious  that  her  favour  had  been  bestowed 
on  the  prince  ;  this  remark  threw  a  light  upon 
speech,  which   led  to   a   conjecture   of  some- 
thing like  the  true  state  of  the  matter.  Anxiety 
to  investigate  it,  added  to  which  curiosity,  the 
stimulus  of  a  hope  to  find  amusement,  not  un- 
natural in  9.  young,  gay  French  officer,  induced 
him  to  puis.je  the  subject;  and  bowing  with  a 
pointed  meaning  in  his   countenance,  he   re- 
quested to  know  the  extraordinary   efficacious 
recipe  from  which  the  prince  had  received  such 
Wonderful   benefit;    adding,   with    a   look    at 
Erina,  that  he  was    iesirous   of  having  an  ex- 
cellent prescription  for  painful  and  dangerous 
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wounds.,  as  he  was   in  a  situation   to   receive 
desperate  ones. 

"  The  remedy  I  have  been  so  fortunate  to 
obtain/'  replied  the  prince,  "  can  only  be 
administered  by  the  person  who  performs  the 
cure,  by  a  species  of  enchantment  or  charm." 

u  That  charm/*  rejoined  the  young  officer, 
with  a  significant  glance,  "  appears  to  me  to 
consist  in  a  handkerchief." 

"  And  more  in  the  manner  of  applying  it/* 
interrupted  the  prince. 

The  jealous  count,  indignant  at  a  conversa- 
tion which  his  malevolence  considered  as  in- 
tended to  insult  him,  impatiently  turned  the 
discourse:  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  testified  an  ill-humour,  which  set  off 
to  the  utmost  advantage  the  elegant  urbanity  of 
Jaffier  Mahomed;  and  more  than  ever  proved 
to  the  observant  Erin  a,  that  unamiable  quali- 
ties must  as  invariably  disgust,  as  virtuous  dis- 
positions charm  and  engage  the  heart  of  sensi 
hi lit y> 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


"  The  consciousness  of  beneficence  to  our  fellow. creatures  will 
render  us  happy  in  every  situation;  since  the  idea  of  contributing 
to  their  welfare  and  felicity  must  console  us  for  the  heaviest 
misfortunes,  when  they  aflord  us  the  means  of  being  useful." 


V^N  the  following  morning,  r.t  an  early  hour^ 
de  Briancon  called  on  the  prince,  to  enquire 
after  his  health;  and  was  accompanied  back 
to  the  villa  by  him,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
flammation attendant  on  the  lasceration  of  his 
arm,  had  occasioned  some  swelling,  a  good 
deal  of  pain,  and  a  great  degree  of  fever.  But 
neither  these  circu instances,  nor  the  express 
desire  of  Ids  medical  attendant,  that  he  would 
remain  at  home,  did  he  regard  as  obstacles  to 
his  paying  personal  homage  at  the  villa  :  and 
when  Lady  Kinross  aud  Erina  scolded  him  for 
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being  so  negligent  of  himself,  lie  assured  them 
that  the  pain  of  absenting  himself  from  their 
presence,  would  have  done  bim  more  material 
barm  than  any  liberty  he  could  have  taken 
with  his  health.  "  Besides,  he  continued,  ft  I 
promised  to  commence  instructing  my  fair 
pupil  in  the  Persian  language  to  day;  and  in- 
dependent of  the  absolute  obligation  of  keep- 
ing one's  word  sacred,  the  pleasure  I  have  in 
performing  the  promise  in  question,  ensures 
my  not  infringing  it." 

In  compliance  with  the  urgent  intreaties  of 
the  prince,  Erina  now  commenced  her  lessons; 
and  fixing  a  stated  hour  daily  to  attend  to 
them,  he  took  his  leave,  expressing  an  inten- 
tion of  waiting  on  his  fair  friends  in  the 
o 


Thus,  each  day,  paying  a  morning  and  af- 
ternoon visit,  the  amiable  youth  directed  Erina's 
studies  in  oriental  literature:  and  each  had, 
by  this  means,  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
intimately  the  admirable  character  of  the  other, 
and  observing  closely  that  transendant  genius, 
that  exquisite  taste,  that  high  cultivation  of  a 
superior  understanding,  and  those  innumerable 
brilliant  accomplishments,  which  distinguished 


45t2  THE    SOLDIER'S    FAMILY; 

them  both.  Every  hour,  each  moment,  dis- 
covered to  Erina  some  quality  in  the  prince 
which  riveted  her  esteem,  whilst  it  excited  her 
admiration.  In  her  illustrious  instructor  she 
found  united  all  she  considered  requisite  to 
human  perfection,  and  regarded  him  as  a  be- 
ing almost  superior  to  mortal  nature. 

Erina  had  not  long  pursued  the  study  of  the 
Persian  language,  when  she  found  the  count's 
assiduities  increase  to  greater  particularity  than 
his  former  attentions  marked;  yet,  with  his 
increased  assiduity,  a  jealousy  was  mingled 
which  amused,  whilst  it  tormented  her;  and 
made  her  anxiously  desire  he  might,  by  a 
speedy  declaration  of  his  intentions,  afford  her 
an  opportunity  of  decidedly  rejecting  his  pur- 
suit, which  he  found  it  difficult  to  discourage, 
situated  as  he  was,  without  an  explicit  avowal 
of  the  purport  of  civilities  which  it  was  impos- 
sible her  delicacy  could  shew  she  construed 
into  addresses,  until  the  positive  offer  of  his 
hand  authorised  her  to  consider,  and  decline 
them  as  such. 

Ignorant  as  del'Armencour  was  of  the  prince's 
views,  the  admiration  he  evinced  for  Erina 
would  have  gratified   the  count  as   a  compli- 
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merit  paid  to  his  taste,  and  a  great  addition  to 
the  triumph  he  had  long  flattered  his  vanity 
with,  hy  anticipation,  had  not  Erina's  evident 
high  opinion  of  Jaffier  Mahomed,  proved  he 
was,  of  all  men,  the  first  in  her  estimation, 
and  thus  wounded  a  conceit  which,  until  then, 
had  persuaded  de  TArmencour  he  must  ever 
be  the  chief  object  in  the  consideration  of 
every  woman  he  distinguished  by  his  atten- 
tions. To  find  them  received  with  indifference 
by  Erina,  had,  at  first,  so  hurt  his  pride  as  to 
pique  it  to  perseverance,  which  promised  cer- 
tain success  to  his  self-love:  and  to  foresee 
now  a  threatened  disappointment  in  his  san- 
guine expectations,  Instead  of  their  long  an- 
ticipated accomplishment,  mortified  him  most 
sensibly  ;  especially  as  this  disappointment  ap- 
peared to  originate  from  a  decided  preference 
of  a  rival  candidate  for  favour,  instead  of 
arising  from  mere  caprice,  to  which  he  once 
attributed  Erina's  indifference;  or  from  a  fickle- 
ness of  disposition,  rendered  frigid  and  incon- 
stant through  excessive  vanity,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  cause  of  the  frustration  of 
his  scheme  for  a  temporary  gallantry  with 
Marlame  d'Evreul.  As  an  intention  of  aveng- 
ing her  slight,  had,  in  some  measure,  insti- 
gated his  assiduities  to  Erina,  he  received  a 
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double  mortification,  or  rather  a  manifold  hu- 
miliation in  failing  of  success  relative  to  his 
views  on   that   universally  admired  girl ;  from 
whose  celebrity  the  recent  hope  of  increasing 
his  own,  now  changed  into  fear  of  his  becom- 
ing an  object  of  general  contempt  and  derision. 
This  apprehension  would   have  deterred  him 
from  paying  his  addresses  to  her,  had   not  his 
attentions  so  clearly  demonstrated    to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Chandenagore  that  he  pretended 
to  her  hand,  that   every  one   would   have  be- 
lieved him  a  rejected  lover,  even   had  lie  re- 
frained from  making  his  intended  efTer.     He, 
therefore,  resolved  to  hazard  a  declaration  as 
soon  as  possible;  and  only  waited  a  convenient 
opportunity  to  offer  his  proposals  ;  resolved  on 
success   or    the    destruction    of  that  innocent 
and  beautiful  creature  he  pretended   to   love; 
for  jealousy,  not  founded  on   an    em  passioned 
affection,  but  springing  from  a  diabolical  pride^ 
instigated  him  never  to  submit  tamely  to  a  re- 
jection that   would    render    him  the  scornful 
laugh  of  those  before  Whom    he   had    always 
boasted  of  invariable  success  with  every  woman 
he  had  ever  pursued;  rather  than  suspect  him- 
self of  being  the  derision,  or  even  the  pity  of 
Chandenagore  as  the   rejected    lover  of  Erina, 
he  would  gladly  have  plunged  a  dagger  in  her 
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heart,  and  have  seen  her  mangled  corse  float- 
ing down  the  Hoogley  to  an  unblessed  grave, 
have  burried  her  himself  in  unhallowed  pagan 
ground,  unconsecrated  by  one  tear,  than  seen 
her  live  even  in  eel  ibacy,  after  refusing  hishand  ; 
but  the  bare  idea  of  her  flying  him  for  another 
would  so  have  provoked  his  malignant  pas- 
sions, that  he  would  have  braved  openly  all 
laws  to  destroy  her  fame,  together  with  her 
life;  and  would  have  sacrificed  his  own.  He 
would  have  met  the  avenging  sword  of  her 
spirited  protector,  de  Briancon,  and  fallen  by 
his  own,  had  he  escaped  the  chastising  arm  of 
the  viscount,  to  avoid  that  of  justice ;  for  de 
l'Armencour  was  governed  by  nothing  but  his 
violent  passions,  and  had  no  principles  except 
those  of  vice. 

The  continual  presence  and  constant,  close 
attention  of  the  prince  to  his  lovely  pupil, 
presented  daily  obstacles  to  the  declaration  the 
count  meditated,  and,  at  the  same  time,  infu- 
riated his  malignant  nature.  He  frequently 
interrupted  the  lessons  Erina  received  from 
her  oriental  instructor,  and  spent  every  even- 
ing at  the  villa;  where,  prevented  by  the 
assiduities  of  her  illustrious  attendant,  from 
any  possibility  of  seizing  a  moment  of  private 
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conference,  de  l'Armencour  was  an  equal  con- 
straint upon  the  prince.  In  their  evening 
rides  and  walks,  Erina  always  had  her  Euro- 
pean and  Eastern  lover  beside  her,  whilst  Rosa- 
line was  left  to  the  attention  of  de  Briancon. 

On  one  of  these  occasions,  as  the  party 
were  strolling  on  the  terrace,  and  admiring 
the  meandering  course  of  the  beautiful  Hoog- 
ley,  she  expressed  a  wish  of  making  an  excur- 
sion on  the  river;  and  the  prince,  who  was 
ever  anxious  to  gratify,  and  even  anticipate 
her  desires,  immediately  proposed  a  party  on 
the  water  for  the  following  evening,  telling 
the  viscount  he  would  orderhis  barges,  if  the 
ladies  would  honour  him  with  their  company 
in  his  bugerow.  To  this  proposal  the  amiable 
Rosaline  instantly  consented  at  the  eager  so- 
licitation of  Erina,  whilst  the  mortified  count 
secretly  swelled  with  rage  that  the  prince,  in 
his  earnestness  to  oblige  her,  had  anticipated 
the  offer  of  gallantry;  and  its  ready  accept- 
ance contributed  greatly  to  increase  the  jealous 
fury  of  de  l'Armencour. 

Maliciously  intent  on  preventing  the  ex- 
cursion, or  at  least,  of  destroying  its  pleasure, 
he  artfully  turned  the  expression  of  disaproba- 
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lion,  which  he  was  conscious  both  Erina's  and 
ths  prince's  penetration  must  have  discovered 
in  his  countenance,  to  uneasiness  relative  to 
the  danger  of  the  plan  proposed.  Deep  as  de 
rArmencour  was  in  cunning,  it  was  as  possible 
for  him  to  feign  well,  as  to  conceive  an  hypo- 
critical design.  Acquainted  perfectly  with 
the  character  and  dispositions  of  Erina  and 
Rosaline,  he  conceived  the  intention  and  hope 
of  making  the  timidity  of  the  latter,  and  the 
delicate  generosity  of  the  former,  operate  to 
the  completion  of  his  scheme  :  and  he  began 
to  try  the  success  of  it  with  duplicity,  calcu* 
lated  to  make  deceit  appear  not  only  perfectly 
artless,  but  amiably  an,d  most  disinterestedly 
sincere. 

He  commenced  his  insidious  plan  by  de- 
claring, that  although  he  was  extremely  fond 
of  water  excursions,  and  had  been  particu- 
larly desirous  of  proposing  one  in  order  to 
gratify  the  fair  companion  of  Lady  Kinross, 
yet  he  had  done  himself  the  violence  to  appear 
impolite  and  inattentive,  rather  than  hazard 
putting  either  of  the  ladies  in  a  painful  situ- 
ation. "  I  am  aware,"  continued  the  count 
in  his  tenderest  and  most  insinuating  manner, 
iX  that  the  boats  of  this  country  are  not  so  safe 

vol.  in.  x 


434         the  soldier's   family; 

as  European  ones,  and  that  the  watermen  are 
not  dextrous:  added  to  which,  I  know  this 
river  to  be  extremely  dangerous:  and  there- 
fore I  did  not  wish  to  subject  the  ladies  to 
peril,  especially  as  I  was  certain  the  amiable 
companion  of  Lady  Kinross  would  have  felt 
her  exquisite  sensibility  dreadfully  shocked, 
if  for  her  sake  the  timidity  of  her  beloved 
friend  had  been  put  to  any  painful  trial." 

According  to  the  expectation  of  de  l'Ar- 
mencour,  Erina's  sensibility  was  instantly 
aroused  by  this  hint,  to  the  severest  self- 
condemnation  and  reproaches,  for  having  thus 
unthinkingly,  not  only  started  a  proposal  dis- 
tressing to  her  friend,  but  pressed  the  execu- 
of  apian  originating  from  an  idea  of  her  sug- 
gestion; and  with  all  the  eagerness  she  had 
urged  the  excursion  on  the  river,  Erina  now 
entreated  all  thoughts  of  it  might  be  laid  aside. 

But  Rosaline,  equally  amiable,  and  nobly 
generous,  assuring  the  count  she  was  remark- 
ably fond  of  being  on  the  water,  and  perfectly 
free  from  the  smallest  apprehension  of  any 
danger  under  the  protection  of  the  prince,  their 
gallant  defender  in  peril,  solicited  him  not  to 
relinquish  his  idea  of  affording  his  friends  a 
delightful  entertainment;  which  none  would 
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receive  more  pleasure  from  than  herself.  To 
this,  with  his  accustomed  politeness,  and  en- 
gaging manner,  he  replied,  that  although  he 
could  assure  her  ladyship  there  was  not  the 
least  cause  for  the  smallest  apprehension  of 
any  danger  on  the  river  in  his  budgerow,  and 
notwithstanding  the  happiness  he  should  ex- 
perience in  having  the  honour  of  her  company 
in  it,  with  her  fair  friend,  he  should  willingly 
relinquish  it  rather  than  occasion  either  of 
them  a  moment's  uneasiness. 

The  count,  with  all  the  artifice  which  du- 
plicity, consummate  as  his,  could  adopt,  to 
carry  a  point  that  would  highly  gratify  his 
ruling  passions,  again  endeavoured  to  insinuate 
his  former  objections  to  the  proposal,  with  a 
two-fold  hope  of  entirely  putting  a  stop  to  the 
design,  and  at  the  same  time,  proving  his 
attachment  most  lively  and  sincere,  by  a  dis- 
interested consideration  for  Lady  Kinross  and 
Erin  a. 

De  Brian^on,  however,  partly  divining  the 
intentions  of  de  l'Armencour,  and  prompted 
strongly  to  circumvent  his  malicious  designs, 
insisted  on  the  excursion  on  the  water  taking 
place,  and  in  his  usual  merry  mood  of  droll 
x  2 
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vivacity,  assured  each  of  the  party  he  should, 
in  the  present  instance,  exert  his  authority  to 
command,  a*  it  was  necessary  Lady  Kinross 
should  acquire  the  courage  requisite  for  a 
soldier's  wife,  who  must  frequently  submit  to 
difficult  and  trying  circumstances.  Having 
thus  finally  settled  the  matter,  and  compleatly 
frustrated  the  count's  scheme:  and  mortified 
him  beyond  measure,  the  disappointed  lover 
could  only  vent  his  spleen  by  shrugging  up  his 
shoulders,  and  ejaculating  with  the  pointed 
sarcasm  of  ill-nature,  "  Heavens,  what  a  tyrant 
of  a  husband  !"  Then  turning  to  Erina  with 
all  the  composure  and  softness  he  could  as- 
sume, he  told  her  he  should  make  a  point  of 
attending  her,  as  he  felt  extremely  uneasy 
lest  an  accident  might  occur  which  would 
render  his  presence  useful.  Erina,  provoked 
at  his  constant  obtrusion,  with  a  frigid  polite- 
ness, ceremoniously  acknowledged  herself  ob- 
liged by  his  kind  attention;  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  under  the  prince's  care,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  her  to  require  any 
other  ;  as  his  his  highness  had  already  proved 
by  the  exertion  of  his  services,  that  his  pro- 
tection might  be  always  depended  upon  in  the 
most  dangerous  situations. 
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This  speech,  spoken  in  the  amiable  sincerity 
of  Erina's  warmly  grateful  heart,  evinced  its 
sentiments  too  candidly  to  be  agreeable  to  de 
l'Armencour;  who  resolved  on  making  her 
repent  an  insult  which  keenly  wounded  that 
pride  which  was  too  great  to  shew  itself  of- 
fended ;  while  the  prince,  as  highly  flattered 
as  the  count  felt  piqued,  thanked  Erina  by  all 
the  eloquence  of  expressive  looks,  for  this  evi- 
dence of  feeling  for  him  an  esteem  superior 
to  that  she  experienced  for  a  man  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  not  only  a  rival  can- 
didate for  Erina's  favour,  but  her  declared 
lover. 

The  evening  passed  in  demonstration  of  the 
sentiments  each  may  be  supposed  to  have  en* 
tertained  in  their  situation ;  and  met  on  the 
following  afternoon  with  similar  sensations  re- 
lative to  each  other  much  elucidated,  consider- 
ably strength  ened,and  unchangeably  confirmed 
not  only  by  deep  affection,  but  by  observation  ; 
which  fully  investigated  each  other's  opinions. 

After  an  early  dinner,  the  party  repaired  to 
the  water  side,  to  take  boat  from  the  temple 
on  the  terrace  that  hung  over  the  Hoogley. 
x3 
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On  its  clear  stream  the  barge  of  Jaffier  Ma- 
homed,  accompanied  by  two  other  budgerows, 
floated  on  the  undulating  tide,  with  banners 
flying  in  the  breeze.  These  ensigns  of  the 
most  brilliant  scarlet  dye,  bore  the  prince's 
arms,  which  represented,  on  a  sapphire  field,  a 
tiger  rampant  topaz,  holding  an  Eastern  tiara 
enriched  with  diamonds,  pearls  and  rubies. 
The  seats  and  awning  of  the  barge  were  of 
scarlet  velvet,  fringed  with  gold,  and  sup- 
ported by  pillars  richly  wrought  of  the  same 
precious  metal,  to  represent  palm-trees,  the 
tufted  branches  of  which  formed  the  most 
magnificent  capitals  to  the  pillars.  The  stern 
ornament  of  the  budgerow  was  an  immense 
golden  peacock,  with  an  expanded  train  studded 
with  various  gems,  and  the  prow  of  the  vessel 
represented  a  large  tiger  rampant  of  gold, 
like  the  bearing  on  his  shield.  The  rowers 
and  steersman  were  habited  in  scarlet,  with 
girdles,  turbans,  and  armlets  of  gold  tissue, 
and  breast-plates  of  gold,  on  which,  in  em- 
bossed work,  the  prince's  armorial  bearing  was 
emblazoned. 

Into  this  sumptuous  barge  the  illustrious 
youth  handed  Lady  Kinross,  afcd  the  gayly 
smiling  object  of  his   ardent   affection  :  and 
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telling  the  latter,  that  be  submitted  all  he  had 
and  himself,  to  her  absolute  command  ;  he 
placed  her  on  his  own  elevated  and  central 
seat,  then  courteously  requesting  Lady  Kinross 
to  take  the  cushion  on  her  fair  friend's  right 
hand,  as  a  situation  of  the  highest  dignity  he 
could  allot  her,  the  prince  politely  desired  de 
Briancon  and  the  count  to  take  their  stations 
on  each  of  the  side  benches  of  the  budgerow, 
whilst  he  seated  himself  on  the  carpet  at  Erina's 
feet,  assuring  her  that  place  was  his  highest 
ambition. 

There  was  something  so  engaging,  and  so 
elegantly  pleasant  in  the  prince's  gallantry, 
that  it  charmed  Erina,  delighted  Rosaline,  and 
afforded  de  Briancon  infinite  amusement,  to 
see  the  proud  and  conceited  count  compleaily 
mortified  in  feeling  himself  so  far  outshone. 

The  easy  gaiety,  and  pre-eminent  grace  of 
Jaffier  Mahomed  as  he  entertained  with  sen- 
sible and  captivating  conversation  each  of  his 
company. — The  uncommon  flow  of  the  vis- 
count's spirits. — The  sportive  vivacity  of  Ro- 
saline— The  sweet  encreased  affability,  and 
even  the  beauty  of  Erina,  heightened  by  her 
enjoyment  of  the  splendid  scene  she  chiefly 
x  4 
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ornamented,  conveyed  to  the  malevolent  soul 
of  de  FArmencour,  a  sensation  of  d'reful  jea- 
lousy, envenomed  with  rancour  which  made  him 
feel  sick  at  heart.  The  violent  passions  that  ir- 
ritated his  mind,  not  only  jaundiced  every  thing 
to  his  view,  hut  rendered  him  conscious  of  his 
insignificance  in  the  circle  where,  heretofore, 
he  was  accustomed  to  think  himself  the  object 
of  first  consequence. 

When  the  budgerows  had  proceeded  a  little 
way  on  the  river,  the  vessel  on  each  side  of 
the  prince's  barge  began  a  symphonious  con- 
cert, to  whose  strains  the  rowers  kept  exact 
measure.  As  the  prince  was  fond  of  music, 
and  a  good  judge  of  itA  he  had  collected  an 
excellent  band ;  which  played  in  exquisite  taste 
alternate  soft  and  martial  airs,  as  the  barges 
proceeded  up  the  river. 

After  rowing  past  several  beautiful  reaches 
of  variegated  landscape,  the  boatmen  directed 
their  vessel  to  an  enchanting  rural  spot;  where 
amidst  deep  embowering  shades  of  bannian- 
trees,  tamarinds,  mangoes,  oranges,  and  inter- 
mingled cocoa,  palm,  and  date-trees,  a  superb 
pavilion  of  scarlel-cloth,  fringed  and  tasseled 
with  gold,  and  supported  by  gilded  pillars  of 
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palm,  similar  to  those  that  were  in  the  barge, 
seemed  to  present  a  fairy  scene. 

A  company  of  sepoys  belonging  to  the 
prince's  guards,  with  a  number  of  his  attend- 
ants, bearing  scimiters  and  shields,  interspersed 
among  other  officers  of  his  suite,  carrying 
splendid  insignia,  and  many  domestics  of  his 
houshold,  formed  at  the  water-side  a  magni- 
ficent retinue ;  and  disposed  themselves  in  a 
line  on  each  side  of  the  pavilion,  whilst  the 
prince  requesting  the  gentlemen  and  his  two 
fair  companions  to  honour  him  with  their  com- 
pany to  partake  some  refreshment,  handed 
Lady  Kinross  and  Erina  from  the  barge  through 
the  ranks  of  his  attendant  train,  to  the  splen- 
did pavilhon,  and  seated  them  beside  himself 
on  either  hand,  at  the  head  of  a  table  covered 
with  a  sumptuous  banquet. 

Every  fruit  in  season  which  the  country  pro- 
duced, with  the  choicest  European  confec- 
tionary, and  all  the  rich  preserves  of  the  Ea5t, 
served  on  wrought  dishes  of  solid  gold,  soli- 
cited the  appetite,  whilst  the  sight  was  charmed 
by  the  elegant  profusion  of  the  princely  ban- 
quet. The  board  was  decorated  with  nosegays 
of  the  sweetest  flowers;  of  which  large  gar- 
x  5 
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lands  were  entwined  round  the  pillars,  and 
hung  in  gay  festoons  between  them,  scatter- 
ing odours  on  the  breeze  ;  whilst  aromatic  and 
refreshing  fragrance  exhaled  from  baskets  filled 
with  spices  and  perfumes,  which  the  attendants 
sprinkled  around  from  vessels  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver filigree.  A  bason  and  ewer  of  the  same, 
filled  with  rose  water,  was  handed  to  each 
guest,  according  to  the  Asiatic  mode  of  ablu- 
tion, before  and  after  repasts. 

In  vases  of  gold  and  goblets  of  the  same, 
richly  embossed  and  studded  with  gems,  a 
variety  of  delicious  beverages,  composed  of 
the  expressed  juice  of  different  fruits,  with 
gugar,  milk  pure  from  the  cow,  some  of  it 
acidulated  and  coagulated,  which  the  native 
Indians  call  tyre,  with  the  juice  of  the  palm 
and  date-trees  that  afford  a  delightful  drink, 
and  the  milk  of  cocoa-nuts,  superseded  the 
necessity  of  wine,  which  the  prince  excused 
himself  from  offering,  as  he  religiously  ab- 
stained from  the  use  of  it,  or  any  intoxicating 
liquor  at  his  table. 

Whilst  the  guests  partook  of  this  Eastern 
banquet,  the  more  delightful  from  its  being 
perfectly    unexpected,    entirely    novel,    and. 
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equally  splendid  and  elegant  as  the  prince's 
gallantry,  his  band,  stationed  on  the  clear, 
rapid,  and  full-flowing  Hooglev,  performed, 
in  the  finest  taste,  a  variety  of  airs;  and, 
amongst  other  pieces,  the  English  popular 
tunes  of  "  God  save  the  King,"  and  *  Rule 
Britannia,"  were  played  with  infinite  spirit  and 
delicacy  in  compliment  to  the  two  fair  British 
ladies. 

A  smile  from  Rosaline  and  Erina  testified 
their  acknowledgments  for  the  prince's  polite 
attention  to  them,  whilst  in  the  eye  of  each  a 
tear  stood  trembling,  as  a  tribute  of  sensibility 
to  the  remembrance  of  their  absent  friends 
and  country. 

As  absorbed  in  pleasing  recollection,  the 
pensive  Lady  Kinross  and  Erina  listened  to 
notes  of  favourite  melodies,  in  which  the  full- 
toned  horns,  with  the  shrill  hautboy,  the  soft 
flute,  the  deep  bassoon,  and  the  mellow  cla- 
rionet, mingled  with  the  accordant  beats  of  the 
solemn-sou  ndingdrum,in  enchanting  haruiony, 
awakened  all  their  feelings  to  tenderest  senti- 
ment; a  clamour  of  human,  voices,  accompa- 
nied by  discordant  music,  aroused  their  at- 
tention. In  the  distant  noise  of  Asiatic  minr- 
x  6 
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strclsy  the  loud  tomtom,  or  Eastern  drum,  was 
almost  lost  in  repeated  shouts,  which  seemed 
to  indicate  the  celebration  of  some  great  cere- 
mony, at  a  little  distance  from  the  pavillion. 

The  curiosity  of  Rosaline  and  Erin  a  was 
awakened  to  see  the  show  which  the  noise 
announced ;  and  expressing  a  lively  desire  to 
walk  towards  the  place  whence  the  sound  of 
music  and  voices  proceeded,  the  prince  led 
his  fair  companions  through  the  grove  towards 
the  quarter  to  which  the  noise  directed  them. 
Advancing  to  an  opening  in  the  wood,  they 
perceived  a  crowd  assembled  round  a  beautiful 
Gentoo  girl ;  and  drawing  near*  the  prince 
learned  she  was  preparing  to  sacrifice  herself 
on  the  funeral  pile  of  her  deceased  husband. 

The  communication  of  this  intelligence  to 
the  gentle  Rosaline  and  Erina,  greatly  shocked 
and  affected  them.  They  felt  such  an  anxious 
solicitude  about  the  youthful  and  interesting 
victim,  that  they  were  forcibly  attracted  to- 
wards her,  notwithstanding  their  repugnance 
to  view  even  the  preparations  for  a  solemnity 
which  froze  the  blood  with  horror, 

Approaching  with  indescribable  dread,  the 
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self-devoted  sacrifice,  they  marked  with  equa 
pity  and  astonishment  an  intrepidity  inspired 
by  barbarous  false  opinions  of  honour  and  re- 
ligion. The  widowed  victim  appeared  in  the 
first  freshness  of  youth :— regularity  of  features, 
symmetry  of  form,  delicacy  of  skin,  and  the 
utmost  modesty  of  deportment,  constituted  ex- 
treme beauty,  heightened  by  a  captivating  grace 
of  look  and  manner.  Her  syes  large,  black, 
and  brilliant,  yet  languishingly  soft,  were 
shaded  by  long  silken  lashes,  and  arched  brows 
of  jetty  hue ;  hair  of  the  same  colour  parted 
on  her  forehead,  which  was  adorned  with  pen- 
dant ornaments  of  gold,  in  shining  bands, 
bound  her  temples,  and  meeting  behind,  hung 
clown  in  glossy  braids  below  her  waist,  termi- 
nated by  golden  tassels.  Large  ear-rings  of  the 
same  form,  and  precious  metal,  surrounded  her 
ears;  and  innumerable  necklaces  of  massy  gold, 
like  a  collar,  with  beads,  and  a  profusion  of 
chains  in  curious  workmanship,  with  rich  arm- 
lets, bracelets,  and  similar  decorations  on  her 
ancles,  afforded  a  splendid  display  of  Eastern 
ornaments  ;  whilst  the  picturesque  effect  of  all 
was  heightened  by  a  veil,  or  drapery  of  fine 
muslin  ,*  the  soft  and  snow-white  folds  of  which 
gave  to  her  appearance  some  similitude  to  the 
painter's  idea  of  a  vestal. 
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.As  Rosaline  and  Erina,  with  the  prince, 
approached,  she  made  a  modest  obeisance  to 
each  ;  whilst  her  numerous  attendants  offering 
her  perfumes,  and  strewing  her  path  to  the 
bier  with  odours,  extolled  in  songs  the  virtues 
of  her  deceased  husband,  and  praised  tier's  in 
the  resolve  to  burn  herself  in  the  flames  that 
would  shortly  consme  his  remains. 

Whilst  the  prince,  deeply  affected,  explained 
this  to  the  weeping  Rosaline  and  Erina,  they 
each  held  out  a  trembling  hand  to  the  un- 
moved victim:  in  whose  countenance  fortitude 
depicted  the  calm  resignation  of  a  soul  resolved 
on  the  most  dreadful  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of 
her  honour  and  religion — and  on  learning 
from  her,  through  the  interpretation  of  Jaffier 
Mahomed,  that  she  voluntarily  thus  devoted 
herself  to  an  early  sacrifice,  rather  than  live 
an  outcast,  and  despised  amongst  her  kindred; 
Erina  united  with  Rosaline  in  requesting  the 
prince  to  explain  to  her  that  they  would  re- 
ceive her  like  a  sister,  if  she  would  consent 
to  take  refuge  under  their  affectionate  pro- 
tection. 

Unacquainted  as  they  were  with  each  other's 
language,  that  of  the   heart   sufficiently  ex.- 
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plained  itself  in  their  looks;  and  Rosaline, 
Erina,  and  the  object  of  their  united  solitude, 
held  the  converse  of  sentiment  so  eloquently 
expressive  to  souls  of  exquite  sensibility. 

The  interesting  victim  evinced  her  gratitude 
with  placid  smiles,  entreating  the  prince  would 
make  her  be»t  acknowledgments  to  her  fair 
friends  for  their  generous  offer  of  protection 
which  would  tempt  her  to  live,  did  not  her 
honour  and  principles  induce  her  to  die  in 
conformity  with  the  prevailing  custom  of  the 
Hindoos.  As  the  prince  considered  the  Gentoo 
laws,  in  this  instance,  extremely  contrary  to 
morality,  he  exerted  all  his  powers  to  prevent 
the  sacrifice  enjoined  by  erroneous  practice ; 
and  whilst  with  energetic  eloquence  he  dis- 
suaded the  young  widow  from  her  equally  ex- 
alted and  condemnable  purpose  of  self-destruc- 
tion, the  weeping  agitated  Rosaline  and  Erina 
seizing  her  hands,  declared  they  would  rescue 
from  ignorance  and  superstition  its  hapless 
victim,  and  implant  true  religion  in  a  soul 
which  would  do  honour  to  it. 

At  the  sight  of  Rosaline's  and  Br  iua's  fast- 
flowing  tears,  the  prince,  more  deeply  affected, 
yrged  his  persuasions  with  redoubled  earnest- 
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ness;  and  enumerating  in  glowing  descriptions 
all  the  virtues  and  graces  of  Rosaline's  and 
Erina's  character  to  the  young  widow,  he  awak- 
ened her  heart  to  such  an  enthusiasm  and  ad- 
miration of  her  fair  friends,  that  she  wept  at 
the  idea  of  tearing  herself  from  them,  to  per- 
form the  sacrifice  she  yet  meditated  with  firm- 
ness mingled  with  reluctance. 


'CD' 


The  funeral  pile,  already  reared,  received 
the  bier — the  torches  which  were  to  set  it  on 
fire  blazed  terrific— and  nothing  was  wanting 
to  complete  the  horrid  ceremony  but  the  self 
devoted  victim  taking  her  fatal  station  to  ex- 
pire  amidst  fierce-ascending  flames,  whilst 
shouts,  and  the  din  of  discordant  instruments, 
drowned  her  shrieks  and  groans  of  terror  and 
despair,  too  late  awakened  by  the  struggles  of 
dying  torture. 

Erina'slively  imagination  depicted  the  dread- 
ful scene;  she  trembled,  turned  cold  as  death, 
and  sunk  prtle  and  senseless  into  the  arms  of 
the  prince;  who,  alarmed  for  the  life  of  the 
object  of  his  love,  and  almost  frantic,  lest  the 
terror  might  actually  destroy  her,  by  afTecting 
a  sensibility  so  delicately  acute,  instantly  com- 
manded the  barbarous  ceremony  might  not 
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proceed.  His  guards  and  the  attendants  si- 
lenced the  murmurs  of  the  meek  Hindoos; 
who  yielded  to  the  authority  of  the  Moorish 
prince.  The  gentle  Gentoo  herself,  moved  by 
the  affecting  sight  of  Erina's  beauteous  form 
apparently  lifeless,  hung  over  her  weeping  with 
grateful  and  anxious  solicitude,  whilst  Rosaline 
and  de  Briangon,  with  the  affection  of  a  bro- 
ther and  sister,  endeavoured  to  aid  the  ex- 
ertions of  a  distracted  lover,  in  recalling  Erina 
to  animation.  As  she  reclined  encircled  in 
the  prince's  supporting  arms,  he  hung  over 
her  in  agony.  The  count  experienced  equal 
torment  in  beholding  her  pressed  to  the  bosom 
of  Jaffier  Mahomed,  and  would  have  pierced 
him  to  the  heart  for  his  tender  efforts  to  re- 
store the  fainting  maid  to  the  sense  of  this 
additional  obligation  to  the  amiable  youth  her 
gratitude  already  highly  estimated  as  her  pre- 
server. 

After  the  application  of  every  remedy  the 
situation  afforded,  for  the  recovery  of  a  deep 
swoon,  Eiina's  recollection  returned.  The  af- 
fectionate pressure  of  Rosaline's  hand,  the 
eager  congratulations  of  de  Briancon,  the 
sight  of  the  interesting  young  Hindoo,  bathed 
in  the  ars  of  tender  solicitude  for  her  safety; 
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bur,  above  all,  the  ecstatic  smile  of  the  prince 
as  he  fixed  his  fine  eyes  beaming  with  unut- 
terable sentiment,  which  Erina's  sympathy  ex- 
plained with  equal  delicacy,  contributed  to 
restore  her  to  those  senses  which  terrific  ap- 
prehensions had  overpowered. 

Immediately  on  her  return  to  recollection , 
she  learned  from  the  prince  that  he  had  stopped 
the  cruel  ceremony;  and  that  as  his  authority 
had  been  submitted  to  by  the  mild  and  timid 
Hindoos, the  self-devoted  victim  was,  at  length, 
persuaded  to  jelinquish  the  design  of  sacri- 
ficing herself;  and  as  she  could  no  longer 
hope  for  the  countenance  of  her  kindred,  after 
this  deviation  from  the  custom  of  her  sect,  she 
threw  herself  on  the  friendship  of  her  fair 
friends,  for  whom  she  consented  to  live,  in  the 
hope  of  finding  the  protection  they  had  kindly 
offered,  and  in  the  expectation  of  finding  con- 
solation in  an  unremitted  endeavour  of  serving 
tliem  in  every  way  in  her  power,  with  fidelity 
and  affection. 

The  delightful  reflection  of  having  saved  a 
feilow  creature's  life,  the  anticipation  of  being 
instrumental  in  rendering  that  life  happy  in 
this  world,  by  preparing  a  virtuous  and  inno 
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cent  mind  for  future  beatitude,  diffused  so 
pure  a  joy  through  the  soul  of  Rosaline  and 
Erina,  that  they  experienced  on  earth  sensa- 
tions which  afforded  them  a  foretaste  of  Hea« 
venly  felicity. 

As  the  youthful  widow  had  not  followed  to 
the  funeral  pile  a  husband  of  her  choice,  nei- 
ther had  lived  with  him  long  enough  to  imbibe 
for  him  sentiments  tenderer  than  those  of  duty, 

she  did  not  leave  his  bier   with  a  regret  suffi- 
ce 

ciently  lively  to  be  either  very  painful  or  last- 
ing. The  kindred  whom  she  would  have 
dreaded  to  meet,  she  quitted  with  reluctance 
diminished  by  circumstances,  and  tranferring 
the  attachments  of  a  warm  and  virtuous  nature 
to  beings  whom  her  grateful  heart  selected  as 
friends,  at  the  aweful  moment  when  her  ener- 
getic soul,  disintangling  itself  from  every 
former  connection,  hovered  on  the  wings  of 
expectation,  for  a  flight  to  unknown  regions, 
she  pressed  the  united  hands  of  Rosaline  and 
Erina  to  her  bosom,  and  enveloping  herself  in 
her  veil,  she  silently  permitted  them  to  lead 
her  from  the  spot  of  her  intended  execution, 
to  lengthened  life  and  emancipation,  from  an 
existence  of  enforced  confinement,  to  a  voluu- 


452  THE    SOLDIERS    FAMILY 


tary  seclusion  from  a  world  of  which  she  knew 
nothing. 

The  evening  was  now  quickly  approaching, 
and  amidst  the  embowering  and  lengthened 
shades  of  the  grove  consecrated  to  Hindoo 
rites,  the  party  left  the  solemnity  of  reducing 
to  ashes  the  deceased  Gentoo;  and  taking 
boat  where  they  had  landed,  rowed  back  to 
the  villa  as  the  last  rays  of  the  brilliant  settiflg- 
sun  illumined  the  horizon,  and  tinged  with 
gold  the  stream  of  the  Hoogley,  and  the  sum; 
mils  of  the  groves  which  overhung  its  banks. 

With  emotior.s  graver,  yet  equally  delight- 
ful as  those  with  which  Rosaline  and  Erina 
left  their  home,  they  welcomed  the  youthful 
stranger  to  it — and  at  her  request,  permitted 
her  to  retire  to  a  room  apart  from  the  com- 
pany; where  surrounded  by  females  of  her 
own  country,  she  begged  to  live  secluded  from 
visitors,  according  to  the  mode  of  Hindostan* 

A  number  of  guests  assembling  as  usual  to 
supper,  concluded  the  night  with  social  fes- 
tivity, and  Erina  retired  to  her  chamber  to 
reflect  on  the  events  of  the  evening,  and  an- 
ticipate the  probable  occurrences  of  the  mor- 
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row,  amongst  which  the  visits  of  the  prince 
afforded  most  subject  both  of  thought  and 
pleasure.  Most  happy  to  his  presence,  she 
always  spent  the  time  of  his  absence  in  regret- 
ing  it.  Accustomed  as  she  was  to  consider 
him  not  only  as  the  most  amiable  of  beings, 
but  as  her  generous  preserver,  her  faithful 
friend,  and  her  kind  instructor,  she  would 
have  thought  herself  the  most  ungrateful,  and 
most  worthless  of  creatures,  had  she  esteemed 
and  regarded  him  less  than  she  did  in  every 
relation  ;  for  in  the  character  of  her  protector, 
her  friend,  and  her  teacher,  she  felt  her  obli- 
gations to  him  so  great  as  to  be  beyond  all  re- 
muneration. Habituated  as  she  was  to  see 
him  daily  domesticated  at  the  villa,  she  now 
treated  him  with  that  easy  familiarity  which, 
to  the  inexperience  of  her  enthusiastic  and 
innocent  heart,  concealed  the  testimonies  of 
love  under  those  of  friendship ;  and  thus, 
whilst  hourly  receiving  proofs  of  the  prince's 
passion,  and  demonstrating  towards  him  sen- 
timents congenial  to  his,  which  she  considered 
as  nothing  morn  than  tributes  of  reciprocal 
high  esteem,  she  nourished,  in  the  soul  oi  her 
lover,  and  cherished  in  her  own,  an  attach- 
ment which,  although  often  investigated  with 
careful  attention,  had  never  appeared  to  her 
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in  its  true  colours;  for  Erina  had  not  yet  ac- 
quired sufficient  knowledge  of  love  to  analize  it 
in  her  own  heart,  and  when  occasionally  she 
fancied  it  indicated  in  the  prince's  looks  and 
manner,  she  quickly  checked  the  supposition 
as  originating  in  vanity,  which  she  abhorred, 
or  in  a  foolish  idea,  she  believed  it  right  to 
banish  for  the  more  rational  persuasion,  in  her 
opinion,  that  the  enthusiasm  of  an  ardent 
mind  gave  to  the  professions  of  Jaffier  Maho- 
med's friendship,  peculiar  warmth,  and  energy 
which  the  sympathy  of  her  feelings  encou- 
raged, and  which  vanity  alone  could  construe 
into  the  demonstration  of  a  tender  passion  ; 
and  convinced  as  she  was  that  the  prince's  cha- 
racter was  superior  to  vanity,  she  felt  ashamed 
of  ever  admitting  into  her  mind  one  thought 
suggested  by  such  a  despicable  propensity. 

From  such  reflections,  and  the  continual  in- 
timate association  with  the  illustrious  youth, 
Erina  received  his  particular  assiduities  as  the 
homage  of  high  esteem  paid  with  a  gallantry 
peculiar  to  a  romantic  character,  which,  in 
every  instance,  evinced  itself.  Thus  per- 
suaded, the  demonstrations  of  his  passion  no 
longer,  as  at  first,  either  surprised  or  alarmed 
its  object :  suspicious   reserve    gave   place  to 
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tranquil  confidence  ;  the  deep  blush  of  timi- 
dity ceased  to  crimson  the  roseat  tint  of  her 
cheeks,  when  her  lover  addressed  to  her  a 
compliment  or  speech  which  consciousness 
might  construe  into  the  avowal  of  a  tender 
flame,  and  to  the  averted  and  down-cast  looks 
which  at  first  shunned  the  ardent  glances  of 
the  enamoured  prince,  succeeded  dimpling 
smiles  of  innocent  gaiety  that  spoke  a  heart 
replete  with  sensibility,  delighting  in  recipro- 
cal testimonies  of  sentiments  tenderer  than  it 
was  conscious  of  cherishing  or  encouraging. 

The  object  of  Erina's  enthusiastic  admira- 
tion, highest  esteem,  and  most  animated  re- 
gard, watched,  with  a  lover's  eye,  her  every 
look  ;  and  read  in  her  ingenuous  manner  the 
flattering  opinion  she  entertained  of  him.  He 
perceived  also  her  contempt  and  aversion  for 
the  count,  which  appeared  to  encrease  in  just 
proportion  to  the  sentiments  of  growing  re- 
gard she  demonstrated  towards  the  prince ; 
yet,  in  spite  of  all  these  observations,  he  re- 
mained an  unassuming  candidate  for  her  fa- 
vour. With  a  delicacy  peculiar  to  himself  he 
always  addressed  Erina  in  the  most  timid  lan- 
guage of  love,  while  his  every  look  expressed 
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pa6sion  so  refined  as  to  charm  into  confidence, 
and  ease  each  feelrng  of  virgin  bash  fulness. 

At  the  end  of  some  months  the  prince's  fair 
pupil  had  made  such  a  progress  in  the  Persian 
language  as  to  astonish  him,  notwithstanding 
his  high  appreciation  of  her  extraordinary 
abilities. 


Although  he  attended  her  for  several  hours 
each  morning,  and  spent  every  evening  in  her 
company,  either  at  the  villa  or  in  the  societies 
of  Chandenagore,  no  opportunities  had  pre- 
sented itself,  which  his  eagerness  could  seize, 
to  declare  the  situation  of  his  heart,  and  en- 
quire into  that  of  Erina's  ;  for  the  count  had 
kept  too  strict  a  guard  upon  his  rival  to  afford 
him  an  occasion  of  avowing  his  passion  in  ex- 
plicit terms.  Each  at  length  completely 
weary  of  watching  the  other,  and  impatient 
of  delay,  longed,  with  redoubled  eagerness, 
for  a  moment  to  offer  their  suit  ;  when,  baf- 
fled in  the  hope  of  finding  an  opportunity  of 
making  a  personal  declaration,  the  count  re- 
solved on  a  measure  necessity  alone  could 
have  persuaded  him  to  adopt — this  measure 
was  a  written  address  to  Erina, 
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Diffident,  for  the  first  time  in  bis  life,  of 
his  epistolary  talents,  he  wrote  and  destroyed 
innumerable  billets.  To  frame  a  stile  suffi- 
ciently dignified  to  suit  bis  pride,  and  at  the 
same  time  humble  enough  not  to  disgust  Erlna, 
of  whose  high  spirit  he  had  had  many  con- 
vincing proofs,  became  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty.  However,  de  l'Armencour  at  last 
was  so  satisfied  with  a  performance,  which  his 
vanity  considered  quite  as  a  chef  (To&uvre,  that 
he  forwarded  it  to  her  in  sanguine  expecta- 
tion of  a  favourable  reply. 

In  this  offer  of  his  4iand  and  fortune,  the 
count  set  off  in  pompous  terms,  his  elevated 
rank,  his  high  descent,  and  splendid  circum- 
stances; little  doubting  Erina  would  feel  her- 
self flattered  by  such  grand  and  serious  over- 
tures. Vanity,  which  can  persuade  the  weak 
mind  it  inhabits  to  believe  impossibilities  that 
gratify  self-love,  had  latterly  suggested  to  the 
conceited  de  l'Armencour,  that  the  encreas- 
ing  evident  coldness  of  Erina  towards  him 
proceeded  solely  from  pique  that  he  had  thus 
long  delayed  declaring  his  passion  in  unequi- 
vocal terms  ;  and  he  was  so  compleatly  duped 
by  his  pride  as  to  imagine  the  marked  prefer- 
ence  she   shewed    the   prince,    was   nothing 
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more  than  a  kind  of  artifice  he  had  known 
some  women  employ;  who  lure  to  a  serious 
avowal  a  coveted  lover  by  a  feigned  indiffer- 
ence to  him,  while  they  coquet  with  another 
less  agreeable  to  them,  and  whom  they  in- 
tend to  jilt.  Ignorant  as  the  couni  was  of 
the  prince's  real  intentions  as  unsuspicious  of 
the  progress  he  had  made  in  Erina's  heart, 
de  l'Armencour  fondly  flattered  himself  into 
the  entire  conviction  that  his  triumph  ap- 
proached; and  this  persuasion  had  latterly  re- 
stored all  his  good  humour,  with  the  return  of 
his  self-sufficiency. 

In  spite  of  the  care  he  bestowed  on  the 
composition  of  his  address  to  Erin  a,  the  let- 
ter vvas  the  exact  transcript  of  his  mind,  and 
a  faithful  epitome  of  his  character. 

,  Rejoiced  at  an  opportunity  of  dismissing  an 
attendant  whose  constant  assiduities  became 
every  day  more  disagreeable,  and  whose  con- 
tinual obtrusion  was  irksome  in  the  extreme, 
Erina  returned  an  immediate  decided  nega- 
tive to  the  count's  proposals,  couched  in  terms 
equally  polite  and  firm,  which  she  imagined 
would  free  her  from  all  further  persecution. 
In   this  expectation,   however,  she   deceived 
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herself;  for  this  rejection  inflamed  every  vio- 
lent passion  in  the  soul  of  tie  I'Armeneour, 
and  riveted  him,  more  than  ever,  to  the  re- 
solve of  carrying  the  point  on  which  he  had 
so  long  piqued  himself. 

Although  indignant  at  the  unexpected  refu- 
sal, he  determined  to  conduct  himself  towards 
Erina  as  usual,  to  conceal  from  his  acquaint- 
ance the  mortification  he  had  receied,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  pursue  those  secret  machi- 
nations by  which  he  still  hoped  to  gain  her 
consent;  or  if  disappointed  in  that,  to  pre- 
vent her  bestowing  herself  on  any  other,  by 
getting  her  into  his  possession,  and  thus  gratify 
h*is  passion,  while  he  avenged  himself  by  her 
humiliation  for  his  mortification. 

Perfectly  master  of  every  art  requisite  to 
effect  his  plan,  and  pleased  with  the  anticipation 
of  future  triumph,  which  his  plot*  promised  to 
sanguine  hope,  de  l'Armencour,  with  insidious 
politeness,  continued  his  regular  daily  visits 
at  the  villa,  and  constantly  kept  his  accus- 
tomed strict  guard  upon  the  object  of  his 
desires. 

Erina  observed,  with  equal  surprise  and  con- 
Y  2 
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cern,  that  all  her  frigid  indifference  and  en- 
creased  reserve  did  not  discourage  the  atten- 
tions of  the  count,  whom  every  slight  rendered 
more  assiduous.  Perplexed  and  indignant  at  a 
persecution  that  was  become  intolerable,  she 
would  have  requested  the  interference  of  her 
friends  to  check  the  obtrusion  of  her  imper- 
tinent lover,  had  not  motives  of  delicacy  re- 
strained her  from  making  any  of  them  confi- 
dants in  the  affair  that  distressed  her.  A  fear 
of  implicating  de  Briangon  in  an  unpleasant 
business,  deterred  her  from  unbosoming  herself 
even  to  Rosaline;  for  Erina  had  experienced 
too  many  convincing  proofs  of  her  affection- 
ate solicitude  to  doubt  its  utmost  exertion 
whenever  it  were  required  :  she  knew  that  Ro- 
saline would  not  see  her  suffer  any  inconve- 
nience without  an  effort  to  relieve  her,  Erina 
was  also  assured  that  the  viscount  would  evince 
the  friendship  he  invariably  demonstrated 
towards  her  in  protecting  her;  and  she  dreaded 
to  rouse  his  hot  spirit  by  any  complaint  of 
the  count's  impertinence,  apprized  as  she  was 
of  his  violent  passions  and  vindictive  disposi- 
tion which  might  lead  him  to  insult  de  Biian- 
C,on  as  to  provoke  a  challenge.  That  any 
thing  of  the  kind  should  happen  on  her  ac- 
count would  have  empoisoned   the  remainder 
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of  her  clays;  and  she  therefore  resolved  to 
bear  every  thing  patiently  rather  than  involve 
in  difficulty,  distress,  and  destruction,  friends 
who  had  been  such  nobly  generous  benefac- 
tors to  her.  The  bare  idea  of  plunging  the 
gentle  Rosaline  into  anxiety  and  apprehension, 
distracted  Erina,  and  induced  her  carefully 
to  guard  from  her  every  circumstance  which 
could  pain   her  friendship. 

Thus  disagreeably  situated,  she  summoned 
all  the  forbearance  to  her  aid  which  prudence 
could  afford,  and  suffered  with  unruffled 
temper  hourly  provocations. 

In  her  various  studies,  the  pursuit  of  her 
several  accomplishments,  her  attention  to  so- 
cial duties,  and,  above  all,  in  the  serious  and 
soothing  reflections  suggested  by  religion  and 
the  constant  practice  of  piety,  she  found  re- 
lief from  the  vexations  occasioned  by  de  l'Ar- 
mencour.  Next  to  the  pleasure  of  conversing 
with  the  lively,  good-natured,  and  amiable  de 
Briangon,  with  her  bosom-friend,  the  gentle 
Rosaline,  and  with  the  interesting  prince, 
Erina  found  the  highest  satisfaction  in  endea- 
vouring to  instil    into  the  mind   of  her  new 
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companion,  the  young  Hindoo,  the  Christian 
faith  and  principles. 

In  addition  to  the  Persian  language,  Jaftier 
Mahomed  instructed  his  clever  pupil  in  the 
Hindustan  tongue,  which  is  understood  by 
every  native  of  Bengal  ;  and  united  to  great 
abilities,  assiduous  application,  and  an  ardent 
desire  for  improvement,  Erina  made  such 
progress  in  her  oriental  studies,  as  to  be  able 
in  a  short  time  to  converse  with  tolerable  flu- 
ency in  the  languages  of  the  country. 

She  found  in  the  young  Hindoo  an  excel- 
lent nature. — A  heart  warm  and  innocent,  a 
temper  sweet  and  affectionate,  ideas  nobly 
exalted,  and  delicately  refined,  and  manners 
mild  and  engaging. —  Her  youth  and  gratitude 
rendered  her  docile,  and  a  quick  apprehen- 
sion made  her  imbibe  with  facility  as  well  as 
willingness,  the  knowledge  Erina  was  assiduous 
in  affording  her  new  interesting  friend  and 
pupil,  whose  name  was  Zeleida. 

In  conformity  with  the  modes  of  her  coun- 
try, she  secluded  herself  from  company,  al- 
though she  always  yielded  to  the  intreaties  of 
Rosaline  and  Erina,  to  join  their  society  when 
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there  were   no  visitors   at  the  villa,  and  con- 
sented to  accompany  them  in  their  walks  about 
the  garden.     There    at  the  mine  and  setting: 
of  the  sun,  when  the  beams  of  that  bright  lu- 
minary adorned  in  highest  beauty  the  face   of 
nature,  Rosaline  and  Erina  poured   out  their 
hearts  in  benevolence,  friendship,  and  piety. 
— There  amidst   the   shades   of  the  extensive 
continent  of  Asia,  they  dwelt  on  the  recol- 
lection of  their  native  isles  ;  and,  frequently 
dropping  tears   of  affectionate   regret    to  the 
memory  of  their  dearest  relatives,  they  blessed 
Heaven  that  they  were  permitted  to  enjoy  each 
other's  presence,  and"  afford  each  other  com- 
fort.— Often   at  early   morn   and  evening  the 
faithful  friends  together,  offered  up  their  pray- 
ers to   the  celestial   throne    from    the   temple 
which    overlooked    the    Hoogley.       In    that 
sweet   peaceful    retreat,  consecrated   at  dawn 
and  twilight  to  contemplation,  Erina  explained 
to  Zelcida  the  sublime  doctrines  of  the  sacred 
gospel  and  the  Christian  faith  ;  and  when  the 
lovely  girl  was  thus  employed  in  the  pious  task 
of  instructing  hie   amiable   Hindoo  to  worship 
their  great  Creator  in  spirit  ai   •  in        th,  and 
reflected  she  had  been  instrumental  in  rescuing 
from   the   perpetration  of  idolat,    lis  Buich  e  a 
soul   alive    to   virtue,  and   ready    to    embrace 
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eternal  salvation,  she  ceased  to  regret,  and 
even  blessed,  her  exile  from  a  beloved  native 
t country,  and  banishment  from  every  relation 
endeared  most  tenderly  to  her  heart,  learning 
from  experience,  that  the  consciousness  of' bene- 
ficence to  our  fellow-creatures,  will  render  us 
happy  in  every  situation,  since  the  idea  of  con- 
tri outing  to  their  weljare  and  felicity  mutt  con- 
sole us  for  the  heaviest  misfortunes  when  they 
afford  us  the  means  of  being  useful. 
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